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To the HoNOvRABLi 

GEORGE LYTTLETON, Efq; 

One of tkeLordi Cofflixuffioa«ei of tlie Triasv rt^ 

V 

.... * » 

-» r 

NOtwith {landing your, conftaiit refufal,' 
when r have aflced leave to prefix your 
name to this dedicatioh, I muft ftill infift 
on my right to dcfire your prote^l^ion of tljis 
work. ' , 

To you,' Sir, it is Qwing that this hiftory. 
was evertegun. Jt was by your defire that 
I firft thought of fuch a compofition. . $9^ 
many years have fmce patt. that .you .riiay^ 
have, perh^psj forgot;ten thisr.pircumftance; 
but your defires are tome m :,t^jl.n.atufe of 
commands i and the impreffiQo -.of; |h^ffi -ik 
never to be cfafcd f^om my mediory. ' 

Again, Sir, without your afliftance thi$ 
hiftpry had never been completed. Be not 
ftarcled at .tHe raffertipn. I do not intend 
to draw on you the fufpicion of being a ro-, 
mance writer. I mean no more than that I . 
pardy owe to you my exiftence during great 
part of the time which I have employed iii" 

A3 compofing 



vi DEDICATION. 

cOfnp^iTg it: another niatfcr which it may 
be ncccflkry to remind you of; fince there 
are certain aWoM ' of ' t^^hich you are apt to 
be extremely forgetful j but of thcfc I hope 
I (hafi A^wuys^ bav^e a bccur memory than 
yourfelf. 

.I^alUy^ It k wmg to you that the hiftory 
appears what it now is. If there be in this 
wprk, as fome have been pleaied.to fay, a 
ftrongcr pifture of a truly benevolent nnind 
than . is tO be foufid in any other, who that 
knows you, and a particular acquaintance 
dPydursij WiH doubt whence that- benevo- 
lence. Iiath been copied? .The world* will 
iTk)t,^'f bttidve, make me the complimchf of 
thmicmig* 1 took'it • frohi' tnyfclf. I care hot i 

\t^xHcy ftisU-ChVit fhat th^ tWo perfons 
•■»(m'i-"«^}iom'^f* .i^** fak<fh it, thatts tofay» 
tWCT'^f jcJi?f:'tfeaf'jind ti/orthieft men in the 
y6or]^j'"iLfC't!Y(iti^y sind zcalOufly my friends. 
iVif^&t Jlffl^bn^^ wijh. it'hiS, and yet 

my vanity. wiTl'*add a third to the nym- 
i>€ti and him one of the greateft ' and no- 
bleft, not only in his .rank, but ia every 
public and private virtue. *But'here, wfiilft 
my gratitude for the princely benefaftions 
of the Dulce of Bedford burfts from, my 
heart, you muft forgive my remindin^'you 

thatf 
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tlut it was you who firft recommended me 
to the notice of my benefaftor. 

And what are your obje<flioris to the al- 
lowantre of the honour which I have fo^- 
ficifcd? Why, y6\i have commended the 
book fo warmly^ that ' you Ihould be aftia- 
med of reading your name before the de- 
dication. . Indeed,. Sir, if the book itfelf 
doth not inake yoii alhamed of your com* 
mendations, nothing that I can here write 
will, or ought. I am not to give up my 
right to your proteftion and patronage, be-, 
caufc you have eom mended my book: for 
thbugh I acknowledge fo tttixny obligattons 
to you, I do not add this to the number; 
in which frtcncFflrip^ I am convinced, hath 
fo- little fh^re: fince that can neither biafe 
your judgment, nor pervert your integrity. 
An enemy may at any, time obtain your 
comnvend^tieh by^' only dcferving it; and 
thic utmoft which the faults of your friends 
can hope for, is your fllencc -, or, perhaps, 
if tod fevercly accufed, ' your gentle pallia- 
tiort. - ' ' , ' 

Irt ftdrt, Sir, I iufjp^J^, that your dif- 
like 4f -p^^bMc ffralfe is your true bbjeftion 
to gralittiji^ #ify requeft.- I have obferved^ 
thfat^ou'Jfev^, in cortimbn' With my two 
other friends, an unwilRngneffr to hear the 

: ^ A 4 kaft 
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Icaft mention of your own virtues; that, as a 
great Poet fays of one of you, (he might juftly 
have faid of all' three) you 

Do g^odhyftealth^ andblujb to^d it fame. 

If men of this di^ofition are .as careful 
%o ihun applaule, as others are to efcape cen* 
fure, how juft muft be your apprehenfion 
of your charafler -faUipg into my . hands \ 
fince what would not a man have reafon 
to dread, if attacked by an author who 
iiad received from him injuries equal (o my 
obligations to you I 

And will not this dread of cenfure increafe 
in proportion to the matter which a man is 
confcious of having afford^ for it ? If his 
whole life, for Jnftanfe. ihould have been 
one continued fubjeft of fatire, he may well 
tremblefwhen an incenfed fatirift takes-4iim 
in hand. Now, Sir, if we apply this to. your 
modeft averfion to panegyriq, how Fcafonj^ble 
will your fears of me appear ! 

Yet furcly.you might have gratified my 
ambition from this fingle confidence, that I 
ihall always prefer the indulgence of your 
inclinations to the rfatisf|6liiE)|i of my own. 
A very ftrong inijtance jof wjiich I (hall 
give you in thfs addrefs & in wh jch I am 
determined to follow the exampk pf all 
other dedicators, and will confider not what 
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my patron really dcfcrves to have writ- 
ten, but what he will be befl pka&d to 
read. . 

Without further preface then, I here pre- 
fent you , with the labours of fome years of 
my life* What merit thcfe labours, have ^ 
is already known to yourfelf. If, -from your 
favourable judgment, I have conceived fome ' 
eftcem /or them, it cannot be imputed to 
vanity ; fince I Ihould have agreed as im- 
plicitly to your opinion, had it been given 
in favour of any other man*s , production* 
Negatively, at leaft, Imay be allowed to fay> 
that had I been fenfible of any great demerit 
in the work, you arc the laft pcrfon to whole ' 
protcftion 1 would have ventured to.recom- ■ 
mend it. 

From the name of my patron, indeed, 
I hope my reader will be convinced, at his 
very entrance on this work, that he will 
find in the whole courfe of it, nothing pre- 
judicial to the caufe of religion and virtue % 
nothing inconfiftent with the ftrid:eft rules 
of decency, nor .which can oflfend even the 
chafteft eye in the perufaL '- On the con- 
trary, I declare, that to recommend good- 
nefs and innocence hath been my fincerc env 
dcavour in this hiftory. This honeft pur- 
pofe you have been pleafed tp think I have 

A, 5 attained: 
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attaihed : and to fay th<i truth, it iHikefieU 
to be attained in books of tfersf"* kind ; for 
an exaniple is a kind of pifture, in which 
virtue becomes as it >¥crc an objeft of fight, 
and ftrikes us ^ith an idea of that lovcli- 
hefs, which' Plato afierts there is'in her naked 
charms. . • 

Bcfides difplaying that beauty of 'Virtue 
^'hich may attraft* the admiratloit of^ man- 
kind, I have attempted to erfgage ^ ftronger 
Inotive to human aftion in het flavour, by 
convincing men, that thtir true 'intcreft di- 
re£ts them to a purfiiic of her. Fdr thi^ 
purpofe 1 have fiiewn, that no acquifitlorts 
of guilt can compcnfate the lofs of that {o- 
Hd inward comfort of mind, which is the 
Ibre companion of innocence and ViVtue ; 
nor can in thCi leaft balance the ^vil of ' Iriat 
hovrbr and anxiety which, in 'thHr roohV, 
guilt introduced into our bofonfls.. And 
again, that as thefe acquifitions arc in them- 
fclves generally worthlefs, fo arc the ihckns 
to attain them not only bafe and infamous^ 
but at beft incertain, and always? full of 
danger. Laftly; I have endeavodrcfd /ftrdng* 
iy to inculcate, that virtue and innoccHre 
can fcarce ever be injured but by indifcte^ 
tion.; and that it is this alone which' often 
betrays them irito the fnarcs that* deceit and 

^ '* * villainy 
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^Uamy fp*ea^- ffi>m fhem. A nioml irfikh 
I have the more induftriouflyt Ikbc/ured, as 
the teaching it is, of all others, the ]ikei« 
Heft to be attended with fuccefs; fince, I 
believe, it is much eafier to make good 
men wife, than to make bad men good. 

For thefc purpofes I have employed all 
the wit and humour of wljich I. am matter 
in the following hiftory ; wherein I have 
endeavoured to laugh mankind out of their 
favourite follies and vice*. How far I have 
fucceeded in this good attempt, I fhall fub- 
mit to the candid reader, with only two re- 
quefts : Firtt, That he will not expedt to 
find perfeftion in this work ; and Second- 
ly, That hi will excufe fome parts, of it, 
if they fall fliort of that little merit which 
I hope may appear in others. 

I will detain you. Sir, no longer. In- 
deed I have run into a preface, while I 
profeffed to write a dedication. But how 
can it be otherwifc ? I dare not praife you ; 
and the only nr.eansi know of to avoid it, 
when you are in my thoughts, are either to 
be entirely filent, or to turn my thoughts 
to fome other fubjeft. 

Pardon, therefore,, what I have faid in 
this cpiftle, not only without your coii- 
fent, but abfolutely againft itj ^nd give 

A 6 P-- 
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mc at Icaft leavc^ inthlsptoblic ^lanner, [to 
declare, that I am,, with.thc. higheft rcjTpiea 
and gratitude. 



S 1 R, 



Tour moft obliged. 



obedient humble Servant^ 









Henry Fizlpiho* 
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Containing as much of the birth of the Foundling ds h 
necejfary or proper to acquaint the reader with in th& 
ieginning efthis hiftory^ 

C H A P. I. 

^he introduStion to the fwork, or bill of fare to thefeaft^ 

AN aatlior ought to coniider himfelf, not as a 
gentleman who gives a private oi eleemofyilary 
treaty but rather as one who keeps a public 
ordinary^ at which all perfons aie welcome fch* their 
money. In the former cafe, it is well known* that th$ 
entertainer provides what fare he pleafes ; and though 
this fliould be very indiiferent, and utterly difagrea- 
ble to the ta/leof his company, they^nud not find any 
fault ; nay, on the contrary, good breeding forties them 
outwardly to approve and to. commend whatever is let 
before them. Ndw the contrary to this happens to th^ 
maHer of an ordinary. Men who pay for what they 
eat, wU infift on gratifying their pafates, however nice 
and whimfical thefe may prove ; and if every thing is 
not agreeable to their tafte, will challenge a right to 
cenfure, to abufe, and to d— — -n their dinner without 
controul. 

To jprevent therefore givin|; offence to their cuf- 
toxners by any fucb difappointmcnt, it hath bci^n ufual^ 

Vpx-VH. 8 wit^ 
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>with the honefl and well-meaning hofl« to provide a 
Jbill of fare, which all perfons may perufc at their firft 
^entrance into thehoufe ; and^ having thence acquainted 
themfelves with the entertainment which they mav ev:- 
peft, may either ftay and regale with What i^ provided 
/or them, or may depart to iome other ordinary better 
accommodated to their taile. 

As we do not difdain to borrow wit or wifdom from 
any man who is capable of lending us either, we have 
'Condefcended to take a hint from thefehoneft vidual- 
Jcrs, and (hall prefix not only a general bill of fare to 
cur whole entertainment, tut Ihall likewlfe give the 
jeader particular bills to every courfe which is to be 
ierved up in this and the ehfuing volumes. 

The provifion then which we have here jnade is no 
-other than Human Nature- Kor do I .fear that 
say feniible -reader, though moft luxurious in his taile« 
will ftart, cavil, or be offended, l>ecaufe I have named 
3but one article. The' tortoife, as the aldernlan of 
Briflol, well learned in eating, .knows by much expe- 
rience, beiides the delicious Calibaih and Calipee, con- 
tains many diiFerent kinds of food ; nor can the learned 
jeader be ignorant', that in human nature, though here 
colleAed Hinder one general name, is fuch prodigious 
variety, that a cook will have fooner gone through all 
the feveral fpecies of animal and vegetable food in the 
world, than' an author will be able to exhaufl foexten- 
Jfive a fubjeft. 

An objeftioh may perhaps be apprehended from the 
. ^ore delicate, that this diiOiis too common and vulgar; 
for what elfe is the fubjeft of all the romances, novels, 
plays, and poems, with which the flails abound f 
JVIany"exquiJite viands might "be rejefted by the epi- 
cure, if it was a fufficient caufefor his contemning of 
them as common and vulgaj, that fomething was to 
be found in the moil paltry alleys under the fame name. 
In reality, true nature is as difficult to be met with in 
authors, as the Bayonne ham or Bologna faafage is to 
be found in the Ihops. 

But the whole, to continue the fame metaphor, 
confifts in the >pookery of the author ; for as Mr. Pope 

~ • True 
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True wit is nature to advantage dreft. 

What oft* was theught^ but ne*fer fo well cxpreft. 

The fame animal which hath the honour to have 
fome part of his fiefli eaten at the table of a duke,^ 
may perhaps be degraded in another part, and fome of 
his limbs gibbetted, as it w^re, in the vilell ftall in 
town. Where then lies the difference between the 
food of the nobleman and the porter, if both are at 
dinner on the fame ox or calf, but in the feafoning, 
the drefling, the garnifhing, and the fetting forth? 
Henc6 the one provokes and incites the moft languid 
lippetite, and the other turns and palls that which is 
the fharpeft and keeneft. 

In like manner, the excellence of the mental en- 
tertainments confi^s lefs in the fubjefl, than in the au- 
thor's fltill in well dreffing it up. How pleafed there- 
fore will the reader be to find, that we have, in th« 
following work, adhered clofely to one of th6 higheft 
principles of the beft cook which the prefent age, or 
J>erhaps that of Heliogabalus, hath produced ? Thif 
great man, as is well known to alljoyers of polite 
eating, begins at firft by fetting plain things before 
his hungry gacfts, rifing afterwards by degrees, aft 
their ftomachs may be fuppofed to decreafe, to th^ 
very quinteflence of fauce and fpices. In like manner, 
we fhall reprefent human nature at Hi^ to the keen ap- 
petite of our reader, in that more plain and fimple- 
inanner in which it is found in the country, and fliall 
hereafter hafh and ragoo it with all the high French 
and Italian feafoning of affe<^ation and vice which 
courts and cities afford. By thefe ftieans^ we doubt 
not but our reader may be rendered dciirous to read 
on for ever, as the great perfon, juft above-mentioned, 
is fuppofed to have made fome perfons eat. 

Having premifed thus much, we will now detain 
thofe who hke our biy of fare, no longer from their 
-diet, and fhall proceed direftly to ferve up the firft 
joorfe o/our hiftory, for their entertainment. 
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CHAP. IL 

ji Jhort defcriptioif of 'Squire AllnAJorthyj and a fulUn nC" 
count ofMiJs Bridget Alkxjortbj hisfifter* 

IN that part of the weftcrn divifion if this kingdom, 
which is commonly called Somerf«tihire, there 
lately lived (and perhaps lives ftill) a gentleman whofe 
iiame was Allworthy, and who might well be- called 
the favourite of both nature and fortune ; for both of 
^hefe ieem to have contended which Ihould blefs and 
enrich him mof(. In tliis contention, nature may feem 
to iome to have come off vidlorious, as (he bellowed 
on Kim ^any gifts ; while fortune had only one gift 
in her powcu* ; but in pouring forth this, fhe was {^ . 
yery pro/ufe', that others perhaps may think this fmgle 
endowment to have been more than equivalent to all 
the various 'bleffings which he enjoyed from nature. 
From the former of thefe, he derived an agreeable 

, perfon, a found cooHitutionj a folid underilanding, 
and a benevolent heart ; by the latter, he was decreed 
/to the inheritance of one of the largeil eftat^ in the 
county. 

This gentleman had, in his youth, married a very 
worthy and beautiful woman, of whom he had be^n 
extremely fond ; by her he had three children, all of 
whont died in their infancy. He had likewife had the 
misfortune of burying this beloved wife hcrfelf, al>out 
five years tiefore the time in which this hiftbry chufes 
to fet out. This lofs, however great, he bore like a 
man of fcnfe and conftancy \ though it muft be con- 
feft, he would often talk a little whimfically on this 
head : for he fometimes faid, he looked on himfelf as 
Hill married, and confidered his wife as only gone a 
little before him a journey which he Ihould moll cer- 
tainly, iboner or later, take after her ; and that he had 

^ not the leaft doubt of meeting her again, in a place 
where he fhould never part with her more. Sentiments 
for which his fenfe was arraigned by one part of his 
neighbours, his religion by a fecond, and his fincerity 
hy a third. 

^ He 
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He now lived, for the moil part, retired in the 
country, with, one -ftilcr, for who^^he had a very ten- 
der aiTe^lion. This lady was now fomewhat paft the 
*g^ of so, an aera, at which, in the opinit)n' of the? 
nralicions, the title of old maid may, with no impro-- 
priety, beaflumed. Shewas of that fpeci)?s of women, 
whom you commend rather for good qualities thaa 
beauty, and who are generally called by their own fex, 
very gpod fort of women — as good a fort of woman. 
Madam, as you would wifti to know. Indeed ihe was 
fo fej* from regretting want of beauty, that fhe never 
mentioned that perfeftion (if it can* be called one)" 
without contempt ; and would often thank God IHtf 
was not as handjome as Mifs fuch a one, whom perhaps- 
beauty had led into errprs, which fhe might have other- 
wife avoided. Mifs Bridget A 11 worthy (for that was 
the name of this lady) very rightly conceived thd 
charms ©f perfon in a woman to be no better than fnares 
for herfelf, as well as for others ; and yet fo difcreet 
was fhe in her condu^, that her prudence was as much 
on the guard, as if fhe had all the fnares to apprehend 
which were ever laid for her whole fex. Indeed, I 
have obferved (though it may feem unaccountable to 
the reader) that this guard of prudence, like the 
trained banda^ is always readiell to go on duty where 
there is the leafl danger. It ofte» bafely and cowardly 
deferts tliofe paragons for whom the men are all wifh- 
ing, fighing, dying, and fpreading every net in their 
power ; and cqnftantly attends at the heels of that 
higher order of women, fbr whom the other fex have 
a more diflant and awful refpe6l, and whom (from de^ 
fpair, Ifuppofe,offucceft) theyneverventdre to attack. 

Reader, I think proper, before we proceed any 
farther together, t.o acquaint thee, that I intend to 
digrefs, through this whole hillory, as often as I fee 
occafion ; of which I am myfclf a better judge than 
any pitiful critics whatever. And here I mufl defire all 
thofe critics to mind their own bufinefs, and not to in- 
termeddle with affairs, or works, which no ways con- 
cern them : for till they produce the authority by which 
they are conflituted judges, I fhall not plead to their 
Turifdiftion, 

B 3 -CH A 



Tmb HISTPRV 0,9 Bopkif 



CHAP. III. 

^n odd accident njohich hefe\ Mr. Allnuorthyt at hit return 
home. The decent behaviour of Mrs. Deborah WiHins^ 
'with foioe proper animad*verJioni on hafiards. 

IH A V E told my reader, in the preceding cKap« 
ter, that Mr. Allworthy inherited a large fortune j 
that he had a goo4 heart, and no family. Hence, 
doubtlefs, it will be concluded by many, that he lived 
like an honefl man, owed no one a fhilling, took nor 
thin^ but what was his own, kept a good houfe, en- 
tertained his neighbours with a hearty welcome at his 
table, and was charitable to the poor, /. f. to tliofe 
who had rather beg than Work, by giving them the 
9frals from it ; that he died immenfely rich, and built 
^n hofpital. 

- And true it is, that he 4id many of thefe things ; 
4)ut, had he done nothing more, I ihould have left 
jhim to have recorded his own merit on fome fair free- 
ftone over the door of that hofpital. Matters of a 
much more extraordinary kind are to be the fubjeA 
of this hiflory, or I fhould grofsly mifpend my tijn« 
in writing fo voluminous a work ; and you, my 
iagacio us friend, might, with equal profit and pleafure, 
travel through fome pages, which certain droll author* 
have been lacetioufly pleafed to call The Hiftory of 
England, 

Mr. Allworthy had been abfent a full quarter of a 
year in London, on fome very particular buiinefs, 
though I know not what it was ; but judge of its im- 
portance, by its having detained him fo long from 
home, whence he had not been abfent a month at a 
' time during the fpace of many years. He came to 
his houife very late in the evening, and after a fhort 
fupper with his iifter, retired much fatigued to his 
chamber. Here, having fpent fome mip^utes on his 
dknees, a cuftom which he never broke through on any 
account, he v^as preparing to Hep into bed, when^ 
tipon opening the cloaths; to his great furprize, he be- 
i^eld an infant, wrapt up in fome coarfe linen, in aiweet 

and' 
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and profftiinil fleep, between his fheets. He flood.- 
fome time^loft^in aftoniihment at this iic^ht ; bat, as 
good nature had always the afcendant in his mind, he 
foon began to be touched with fentiments of co^npaiSon;- 
£or the little wretch before him. He then rang his bell, 
and ordered air elderly woman fervant to rife imme- 
diately and come to him, and in the sfiean time was fo 
eager in contemplating the beauty of intlocence, ap- 
peariiig in thofe lively colonic with which infancy and- 
ileep always difplay it, that his thoughts were too much 
engaged to refledl that he was in his ihirt, when the 
matron came in. She had indeed given her- matter 
fufHcient time to drefs himfelf ; for out of refpeft ta* 
him, and regard te decency, fhe had fpent many minutes 
in adjulling her hair at ther iooking-glafs, notwith- 
flanding all the hurry in which (he had been fummoned 
by the fervant, and though her mafter, for aught (hd 
knew> lay expiring in an apoplexy or. in fyme other" 
fet. • ^ 

It will not be wondered at, tliata creature, who • 
had fo ftrift a regard to decency in her own perfon^. 
ihould be ihocked at the leail deviation from it in an- • 
other. She therefore no fooner opened the door, and- 
faw her matter ftanding by the bed-fide in his ihirt> with 
a candle in his hand, than fhe ttarted back in a mofi 
terrible fright, and might perhaps have fwooned away, L 
Bad he not now recollected his being undrett, and p.ut 
an end to her terrors, by defiring her to ftay without the 
door, till he had thrown fome cloaths over his back, 
and was become incapable of fhocking the pure eyes 
of Mrs. Deborah Wiikins, who, tKbagh in the 5 2d 
year of her age, vowed fhe had never beheld a man • 
without his coat. Sneerers and prophane wits may"' 
perhaps laugh at her iirft fright ; yet, my graver reader; • 
when he coniiders the time of night, the fummons 
from her bed, and the iituation in which fhe found her 
matter, will highly juftify and applaud her condudl ; 
unlefs the prudence, which mutt be fuppofe4 to attend 
maidens at that period of life at which Mrs. Deborah 
had arrived, fhould a little leffen his admiration r 

When Mrs. Deborah returned into the room, and 
was. acquainted by her matter with the finding the little ^ 
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IB fan t, her confternadon was rather greater than his 
had been ; nor could fhe refrain from crving out» with 
great horror of accent as well as look, ' My good 
' Sir ! what's to be done i* Mr. Allworthjr anfwered, 
Ihe mail take care of the child that evenmg, and in 
the morning he would give orders to provide it a 
nurfe. * Yes Sir/ fays fhe, and I hope yonr wor- 
ship will fend ont your warrant to take up the huflj 
its mother (for fhe mull be one of the neighbour- 
hood) and I fliould be glad to fee her committed to 
Bridewell, and whipt at the cart's tail. Indeed fuch 
wicked flats cannot be too feverely puniihed. 1*11 
warrant 'tis not her firft, by her impuaence in laying 
it to your worftiip.' * In laying it to me ! Debo- 
rah,' anfwered Allworthy, ' I can't think (he hath 
any fuch deiign. I fuppoie ihe hath only taken this 
method to provide for her child ; and truly I am 
glad fhe hath not done worfe.' ' I don*t know 
what is worfe,* cries Deborah, * than for fuch 
wicked trumpets to lay their fins at honeH: men's 
doors ; and though your worfhip knows your own 
innocence, yet the world is cen Prions ; and it hath 
been many an honefb man's hap to pafs for the father 
of children he never begot ; and if your worfhip 
ihould prbvide for the child, it may make the people 
the apter to believe; beiides, why ihould yourwor- 
ihip provide for what the pariih is obliged to main-^ 
taia? For my own part, if it was an honeil man's 
child indeed ; but for my own part, it goes againfl 
me to touch thefe mifbegotten wretches, whom I 
don't look upon as my fellow-creatures. Faugh, 
how it iUnks ! It doth not fmell like a chriftian ; if J 
might befo bold to give my advice, I would have it 
put in a baiket, and feat out and laid at the church- 
warden's door. It is a good night, only a little 
rainy and v/indy ; and if it was well wrapt up, and 
put in a warm baiket, it is two to one but it lives^ 
till it is found in the morning- Rut if it it Ihould not, 
we have difcharged our duty in taking proper care 
of it ; and it is, perhaps, better for fuch creatures 
to die in a ftate of innocence, than to grow up and 
imitate their mothers ; for nothing better can be ex- 
^^edofthtm.* . . There 
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There vitre ibme flrokes in this fpeech which, 
perhaps, would have offended Mr. Allworthy, had he 
i^ri^ly attended to it ; but he had now got one of his 
£ngers into the infant's hand, which, by its gentle^ 
preffure, feeming to implore his. aififtance, had cer- 
tainly ont-pleaded the eloquence of Mrs. Deborah, 
had it been ten times greater than it was. He now 
gave Mrs. Deborah pofitive orders to take the child to 
her own bed, and to call up a maid-fervant to provide 
it pap, and other things againft it waked. He like- 
wife ordered that proper cloatks Ihould be procured 
for it early in the morning, and that it fhouM be' 
brought to himfelf as foon as he was ftirring. 

Such was the difcernment of Mrs. WilkiAs, and' 
fuch the refpeft fhe bore her mailer, under whom " 
ihe enjoyed .a moft excellent place, that her fcruples 
gave way to his preremptory commands ; and Ihe took 
the child under her arms, without any apparent dif- • 
guft at the illegality of its birth ; and declaring it was 
a fweet little infant, walked off with it to her owa 
chamber. 
' Allworthy here betook himfelf to thofe pleafing; ' 
fl umbers which a heart that hungers after goodnefs is 
apt to enjoy when thoroughly Satisfied : as thefe are 
poffibly fweeter than what are occafioned by any other 
hearty meal, I Ihould take more pains to difplay 
them to the reader^ if I knew any air to recommend ' 
him to for the procuring Tuch an appetite. 

C H A P. IV. X 

T^^e rtader^s neck brought into danger hy a defcription ; 
his e/cape% and the great condefcenjion of Mi/s Bridget 
uilliAjorthy. 

TH E Gothic flile of building could produce 
nothing nobler than Mr. Allwor-thy's houfe. 
There was an air of grandeur in it that ftruck you with 
awe, and rivalled the beauties of the beft Grecian ar- 
chitefture ; and it was as commodious within, as ve- 
nerable without. 

It ftood on the fouth-eaft iide of a hill,, but nearer 
the bottom than the top of it, fo as to be fhelteretf 
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from the north-eaft by a grove of old oaks, which rofe 
above it in a gradual afcent of near half a mile, and 
yet liigh enough to enjoy a moft charming profped of 
the valley beneath. 

In the midfl of the grove was a fine lawn, flopin? 
down towards the houfe, near the fummit of which, 
rofe a plentiful fpring, guihing out of a rock covered 
with firs, and forming a conflant cafcade of about 
thirty foot,, not carried down a regular flight of &eps, 
but tumbling in a natural fall over the broken an4 
nioify ilones, till it came to the bottom of. the rock ; 
then running oif in a pebly channel, that with many 
le/Ter falls winded along, till it fell into a lake at the 
f90t of the hill, about a quarter of a mile below the 
houfe on the fouth-fide, and which was feen from 
every room in the front. Out of this lake, which 
filled the center of a beautiful plain^ embellifhed with 
groupes of beeches and elms, and fed with iheep, 
iflued a river, that, for feveral miles, was feen to 
meander through an amazing variety of meadows and 
woods, till it emptied itfelf into the fea ; with a large 
arm of which, and an illand beyond it, the'^profped 
was clofed. 

On the right of this valley opened another of lefs 
extent, aiorned with feveral villages, and terniinated 
by Q^e of the towers of an old* ruined abbey, grown 
over with ivy, and part of the front, which remained 
ilill entire. 

The left hand fcene prefented the view of a very 
fine park, compofed of very unequal ground, and 
agreeably varied with all the diverfity that hills, 
lawns, wood, and water laid out with admirable 
taile, but owing lefs to- art than to nature, could 
give. Beyond this the country gradually rofe into a 
ridge of wild mountains, the tops of which were above 
the clouds. 

It was now the 'middle of May, and the morning 
was remarkably ferene, when Mr, Allworthy walked 
forth on the terrace, where the dawn opened every 
minute that lovely profpeft we have before defcribed 
tg his cje. And now having fent forth ftreams of 
light, t^hich ai^ended the |>Ioe firmament before him. 
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as harbingers preceding hU pomp, in the' f\ill biased 
of bis majeily up rofe the fan ; than which one obje^ 
alone in ^is lower creation Could be more glorious y 
aikl that Mr. All worthy himfelf prefented ; a human 
being replete with benevolence, meditating in what 
manner he might render himfelf moft acceptable to hi»^ * 
Creator, by doing moft good to his creatures. ^ 

Reader, take care, I have unadvifedly led thee t<y 
the top of as high a hill as Mr, Allworthy's, and 
how to get thee down without breaking thy neck, 
X» do npt well know« However, let us e'en venture to^ 
flide down together ^ for Mifs Bridget rings her bell,' ^ 
amd Mr. AUworthy is fummoned tobreakfaft, where P 
muft attend, and if you pleafe, ftiall be glad of your 
company. 

The ufual compliments having pafled be^een Mr. * 
Allworthy and Mifs Bridgetraiid the tea being poured 
out, he fummoned Mrs* Wilkins, and told liis fifter 
he had a prefent for her ; for which fhe thanked him, 
imagining, I fuppefe, it had been a gown, or fome 
ornament for her perfbn. Indeed, he very often made 
her ftfch prefentfl ; and fhe> in complacence to him, - 
fpent much time in adorning he|-felf. I fay, in com-' 
placence to bim, becaufe Hie always expreft the 
greateft contempt for drefs^ and for thofe ladies who ' 
made it their ftudy. 

But if fuchwas her expeiftation, how was -fhe dif- 
appointed, when Mrs. Wilkins, according to the or- 
<rer fhe had' received from- her mafter, produced the 
little infant ! Great furprizes, as hath been obferved, 
are apt to be iilent ; and fo was Mifs Bridget, 'till 
her brother began, and told her the whole ftory, 
which, as the reader knows it already, we ihall not 
repeat. 

Mifs Bridget had always expreft fo great a regard, 
for what the ladies are pleafed to call'virtue, and had 
herfelf maintained fuch a feverity of charadler, that it 
was expefted, efpecially by Wilkins, that fhe woold^ 
have vented niuch bitternefs on this occafiQn, and 
-would have.voted for fending the child, as a kind of 
noxious animal, immediately out of the houfe; l?ut, 
oathe contfary, fhe rather took the good-natured fide 
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of the qneftton^ intimated fome companion for the 
helplefs little creature, and commended her brother's 
charity in what he had done. 

Perhaps the leader may account £ov thiA behaviour 
from her condefcenilon to Mr. A 11 worthy, when we 
have informed him, that the good man had ended his 
narrative with owning a refolution to take care of cne 
child, and to breed him up as his own ; for^ to ac- 
knowledge the truth, fhe was always ready to oblige 
her brother, and very feldom, if ever, coiKradided 
his ientiments $ fhe would indeed fome times make a 
few ^biervations, as, that men were headilrong, and 
muil have their own way, and would wiih ihe had been 
bleil with an independent fortune ; but thefe were al- 
ways vented in a low voice, and at the moH amounted 
only t9 wki^t is called muttering. 
* However, what ihe with-held from the infant, ihe 
bedowed with the utmoil profufeaefs on the poor un- 
known mother, whom ihe called an impudent ilut, a 
wanton huffy, an audacious harlot, a wicked jade, a 
vile ilrumpet, with every other appellation with which 
the tongue of virtue never fails to laih thofe who bring- 
a. difgrace on the fex. 

A confultation was now entered into, how to proceed 
in order to difcover the mother. ' A fcrutiny was ^rfk 
made into the charaders of the female fervants of the 
houfe, ^ho were all acquitted by, Mrs. Wilkins, and 
with apparent merit 5 Jbr ihe had colle«5led them her- 
felf ; and perhaps it would be difficult to find fuch an-^ 
other fet of fcarecrows. 

The next ilep was to examine among the inhabitants 
of the pariih ; and this was referred to Mrs. Wilkins,, 
who was to enquire with all imaginable diligence, and 
to make her report in the afternoon. 

Matters being thus fettled, Mr. Allworthy with- 
drew to his iludy, as was his cuftom, and left the child 
to his iiHer, who* at his deiire^ had undertaken the care 
of it» 
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CHAP. V. 

Containing afenu common matters, ijotth a t/ery uncommon 

ohfernjation upon themw 

WHEN her mailer was departed, Mrs. Deborah 
flood filent, expeftihg her cue from Mifs Brid- 
get ; for as to what had paft before her mafter, the 
prudent houfe-keeper by no means relied upon it, as ' 
fhe had often known the fentiments of the lady, in her 
brother's abfence, to differ greatly from thofe which 
ih,e had cxpreffed in his prefence. Mifs Bridget did 
not, however, fuffer her to continue long in this doubt- 
ful iituation ; for having looked fome tiine earneftly 
at the child, as it lay afleep in the lap of Mrfi. De- 
borah, the g^od lady could not forbear giving it a ^ 
hearty kifs, at the fame time declaring herfelf won- 
derfully pleafed with its beauty and innocence. Mrs. ^ 
Deborah no fooner obferved this, than fhe fell to 
fqueezing and kiffing, with as great raptures as fome- 
times infpire the fage dame of forty and five towards 
a youthful and vigorous bridegroom, crying out in a 
ihrill voice, ' O the dear little creature, the dear, 
' fweet, pretty creature ! Well, I vow, it is as fine a 
* boy as evfer was feen 1* 

Thefe exclamations coAtinued, *till they were in- 
terrupted by the lady, whp now proceeded to execute 
the commiifion given her by her brother, and gave 
orders for providing all neceffaries for the child, ap- 
pointing a very good room in the houfe for his 
nqrfery. Her orders were indeed fo liberal, that, had 
it been a child of her own, fhe could not have ex- 
ceeded them : but, leafl the virtuous reader may 
condemn Jier for fhewing too great a regard to a bafe- 
bbrn infant, to which all charity is condemned i)y law , 
as irreligious, we think proper to obferve, that fhe 
concluded the whole with faying, * Since it was her 
' brother's whim to adopt the little brat^ fhe fup- 
' pofed little, mafler mull be treated with great ten- 
' dernefs : for her part, fhe could not help thinking 
* it was axx e&CQuragement to vice \ but that fhe knew 
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« too much of the obftinacy of mankind to oppofe any 
' of their ridiculous humours.' 

With refledions of this nature (he ufually, as has 
been hinted, accompanied every suEt of compliaiuie 
with her brother's inclinations ; and furely i^otl^ng 
could more contribute to heighten the merit of this 
compliance, than a declaration that (he knew, at the 
fame time, the folly and unreafonablenefs of thofe in- 
clinations to which fhe Submitted. Tacit obedience 
implies no force upon the will, and, confequently, 
may be eaiily, and without any pains, preferved ; 
but when a wife, a child, a relation, or a friend, per* 
forms what we deiire, with grumbling and relu£bance, 
with expreflions of diilike and di/lktisfadlion, the 
manifeil difficulty which they undergo, muH greatly 
enhance the obligation. 

As this is one of thofe deep obfervations which very 
few readers can be fuppofed capable of making them<» 
felves, I have thought proper to lend them my a£ift- 
ance ; but this is a. fkvour rarely to be expeded in 
the courfe of my work. Indeed I fhall feldom or 
never fo ii^dulge him, unlefs in fuch inilances as this,, 
where nothine but the infpiration with which we 
writers are gifted, can poffibly enable any one to make 
the difcovery. 

CHAP. VI. 

Mrs, Deborah is tTrtroduced into the parijh icttb afimth* 
. A Jhort accMint of Jenny jfones^ 'with the difiiculties 
and difcouragcments nuhicb may attend young nuomtn in 
the purfuit of learnings 

MR S. Deborah, having difpofed of the child ac- 
cording to the will of her mafter, now pre- 
pared to vifit thofe habitations which were fuppofed to 
conceal its mother. 

Not othejrwife than when a kite, tremendous bird, 
is- beheld by the feathered generation foaring aloft, 
and hovering over their heads ; the amorous dove, and 
every innocent little bird, fpread wide the alarm, and 
fly trembling to their. hiding-pFaccst He proudly 

beats 



Ch9f.6. A. POUNPLING, l| 

beats the air, confcious of his dignity ,. aad meditaieai 
intended mifchief. 

So when the approach of Mrs. Deborah was pro- 
claimed through the ftr«et, all the inhabitants ran; 
trembling into their houfes, each matron dreading left 
the vifit ihould fall to her lot. She with llately i^eps 
proudly advances over the £eld> aloft (he bears her 
tow'ring head, filled with conceit of her own pre- 
eminence, and fchemes to efied her intended dif- 
covery. 

The fagacious reader will not, from this iimile. 
Imagine tnefe poor people had any apprehenfion of 
the deiign with which Mrs. Wilkins was now com-^ 
ing towards them ; but as the great beauty of the 
fimile may poiGbly fleep thefe hundred years, till 
fome future commentator fhall take this work in hand, 
] think proper to lend the reader a little afliilance in. 
this place. 

It is my intention therefore to fignify, that, as it- 
is the nature of a kite to devour little birds, fo is it 
the nature of fuch perfons as Mrst Wilkins to infult 
and tyrannize over little people. This being indeed 
the means which they ufe to recompenfe to them- 
felves their extreme fei-vility and condefcenfion to their 
fuperiors j for nothing can be more reafonablc than 
that ilaves and flatterers fhould exad the fame taxes on 
all below them, which they themfelves pay to all 
above them. 

Whenever Mrs. Deborah had occaiion to exert 
any extraordinary condefcenfion to Mrs. Bridget, and 
by that means had a little foured her natural dilf- 
position, it was ufual with her to walk forth among 
thefe people, in order to refine her temper, by venting, 
and, as it'were, purging off all ill humours ; on which 
account, flie was by no means a welcome vifitant r 
to fay. the truth, (he was univerfally dreaded and hated 
by them all. 

On her arrival in this place, fhe went immediately 
to the habitation of an elderly matron ; to whom, as 
this matron had the good fortune to refemble herfelf 
in the comclinefs of her perfon, as well as in her age, 
fhehadgenexaily been more favourable than to any of 

the 
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the reft. * To this worikan (he imparted v/hat had hap- 
pened, and the defign upon which (he was come thi- 
ther that morning. Thefe two began prefently to 
fcrutinize the charafters of the feverai young girls, 
who lived in any of thofe hoofes, and at laft £xed their 
ftiongeft fufpicion on one Jenny Jones, who they both 
argreed was the likelieft perfon to have committed this 

This Jenny Jones was no very comely girl, either 
in her face or perfon ; but nature had fomewhat com- 
penfated the want of beauty with what is generally 
more efteemed by thofe ladies, whofe judgment is ar- 
rived at yearB of perfeft maturity ; for Ihe had given 
her a very uncommon fhare of underftanding. This 
gift Jenny had a good deal improved by erudition. 
She had lived feverai years a fervant with a fchool- 
mafter, who difcovering a great quicknefs of parts in 
the girl, and an extraordinary defire of learning, (for 
every leifure hour fhe vas always found reading in 
the books of the fcholars) had the good-nature, or 
folly (juft as the reader pleafes to call it,) to inftruft 
her fo far, that* ihe obtained a competent fkill in the 
Latin language, and was, perhaps, as good a fcholar 
as moft of the young men of quality of the age. 
This advantage, however, like moft others of an ex- 
traordinary kind, \<'as attended with fome fmall in- 
con veniencies : for as it is not to be wondered at, that 
a young woman fo well accomplilhed (hould have little 
reliih for the fociety of thofe whom fo^-tune had made 
l>er equals, but whom education had rendered fo much 
her inferiors ; fo is it matter of no greater aftonilh- 
ment, that this fupcriority in Jenny, together with 
that behaviour which is its certain confequence, fhould 
produce among the reft fome little envy and ill-will 
towards her ; and thefe had, perhaps, fecretly burnt 
in the bofoms of her neighbours, ever fince her return 
from her fervice. 

Their envy did not, however, difplay itfelf openly, 
till poor Jenny, to thefurprize of every body, and to 
the vexation of all the young women in thefe parts, 
had publickly ihone forth on a Sunday in a new iilk 
gown, with a laced cap, and other proper appendages 
to thefe. ^ The 



Chap. 6. A FOUNDLING.; wj 

The flame, which -had before lain in embryo, now 
burft forth. Jenny had, by her learning, encreafed 
her own pride, which none of her neighboura were 
kind enough to feed with the hononr fhe feexned tci 
demand ; and now, inflead of refped and adoration » 
ihe gained nothing but hatred and abufe by her finery. 
The whole pariih declared fhe could not come honefliy 
by fuch thing? ; and parents, inftead of wifhing their 
daughters the fame, felicitated themfelves that their 
children had them. not. 

Hence perhaps it was, that the good woman drft: 
mentioned the name of this poor girl to Mrs. Wilkins ; 
but there was another circumftance that confirmed the 
latter in her fufpicion : fdr Jenny had lately beea 
often at Mr. Allworthy's houfe. She had officiated 
as nurfe to Mifs Bridget, in a violent fitof illnefs, and 
had fat up many nights with that lady ; befides which^ 
fhe had been feen there the very> day before Mr. All- 
worthy's return, by Mrs. Wilkins herfelf, though that 
fagacioas perfon had not at £rft conceived any fufpi- 
cion of her on that account : for, as Ihe herfelf faid, 

* She 4iad always eileemed Jenny as a very fober girl, 
' (though indeed ihe knew very little of her) and had 
' rather fufpedted fome of thofe wanton trollops, who 
' gave themfelves airs, becaufej forfooth, they tKought 

* themfelves handfome.* 

Jenny was now fammoned to appear in perfon before 
Mrs. Deborah, which fhe immediately did. When 
Mrs. Deborah, putting on the gravity of a judge^^ 
with fomewhat more than his auflerity, began an ora- 
tion with the words, * You audacious ftrumpet,' m 
which fhe proceeded rather to pafs fentence on the 
prifoner than to accufe her. 

Though Mrs. Deborah was fully fatisfied of the 
guilt of Jenny, from the reafons above ftiewn, it is 
poflible Mr. Allworthy might have required fome 
ttronger evidence to have convifted her; but fhe faved 
her accufers any fuch trouble, by freely confefling the 
whole fadl witfi which fhe was charged. 

This confeffion, though delivered rather in terms of 
contrition, as it appeared, did not at all mollify Mrs. 
Deborah^ who now pronounced a fecond judgment 

againd 
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againft her, in more opprobtioos language than be- 
fore : Nor had it any better fuccefs with the bye- 
Aanders, who were now grown very numerous.. Many 
of them cried out,. ' They thought what Madam's 
' fllk gown would end in ;' others fpoke farcaflically 
of her learning. Not a iingle female was prefent, but 
found fome jneans of exprelllng her abhorrence of poor 
Jenny ; who bore all very patiently, except the malice 
of one woman, who je£e£led upon her perfon, and, 
toiling up her nofe, faid, ' The man miiH have a good 

* ilomach, who would give ftlk gowns for fuch fortof ' 

* trumpery.' Jenny replied to this, with a bitternefs 
which might have furprized a judicious peribn, who 
had obferved the tranquility with which ihe bor« all 
the affronts to her ehaility : but her patience was, per- 
haps, tired out ; for this is a virtue which is very apt 
to be fatigued by exercife. 

. Mrs. Deborah having fucceeded heyond her hopes 
in her enquiry, returned with much triumph, and, 
at the appointed hour, made a faithful report to Mr. 
AHworthy, who was much furprized at the relation ; 
for he had heard 'of the extraordinary parts and im- 
provements of this girl, whom he intended to have 
given in marriage, together with a fmall living, to a 
neighbouring curate. His concern therefore, on this 
occafion, was at leaft equal to the fatisfadlion which 
appeared in Mrs. JDeborah, and to many readers may^ 
feem much more reafonable. 

, Mrs. Bridget bleffed herfelf, and faid, ' For her 
? part, (he fliould never hereafter entertain a good 

* opinion of any woman. ^ For Jenny before this 
had the happinefs of being much in her good graces 
alfo. 

i The prudent honfekeeper was again difpatched to 
bring the unhappy culprit before Mr. AHworthy, in 
order, not, as it was hoped by fome, and expelled by 
idl, to be fent to the houfe of corredion ; but to re* 
ceive wholefome admonition and reproof, which thofe 
who relifh that kind of inftrudive writing, may perufe 
in, thie next chaptec« 
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CHAP. VJI. 

Containing fucb gra^ve matter ^ that the reader cannot 
laugh once through the nuhole chapter , unlefs perad*ven* 
ture he Jhould laugh at the author* " 

WHEN Jenny appeared, Mr.. Allworthy took 
her into his fludy, and fpoke to her as follows : 
' You know, child, it is in my power, as a magif- 
trate, to puniih you very rigorouily for what you 
have done ; and you will, perhaps, be the more apt 
to fear I ihould execute that power, becaufe you. 
have, in a manner, laid your fms at my door, 
'But perhaps this is one reafon which hath deter- 
mined me to adl in a piilder mi^nner with you : for^ 
as no private refentment ihould ever jinQuence a ma«> 
giftrate, I will be fo far from confidering your hav* 
mg depofitedthe infant in my houfe, as an aggra- 
vation of your offence, that I will fuppofe, in your 
favour, this to have proceeded from a natural af* 
fe£tion to your child; iince you wght hav.e fome 
hopes to fee it thus better provided for, than was ift 
the power of yourfelf, or its, wicked father, to pro-' 
vide for it. I fhould indeed have been highly of- 
fended with you, had you expofed the little wretch 
in the manher of fome inhuman mothers, who 
feem no lefs to have abandoned their humanity, than 
to have parted with their chaftity. It is the othisr 
part of your offence, therefore, upon which I in- 
tend to admonilh you, I mean the violation of your 
chaftity. A crime however lightly it may be treated 
by debauched perfons, very heinous in itfelf, and 
very dreadful in its confequences. 
' The heinous nature of this offence muft be fufHci- 
ently apparent to every chriftian, inafmuch as it is 
committed in defiance of the laws of our religion, and 
of the exprefs commands of him who founded that 
religion. 

' And here its confequences may well be argued to 
be dreadful ; for what can be more fo, than to incur 

the divide difpleftfwQ, by Uife breach of the divine 
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* commands ; and that in an inftance^ againft which 

* the higheft vengeance is fpecificalhr denounced ? 
'But tliefe things, though too little, I am afraid, re- 

' garded, arc fo plain, that mankind, however they may 

* want to be reminded, can never need information on 

* this head. A hint therefore, to awaken your fenfe 

* of this matter, Ihall fuffice ; for I would infpire you 

* with repentance, and not drive yoii to defperation. 

* There are other confequences, not indeed To 

* dreadful, or replete with horror, as this ; and yet 

* fuch as, if attentively confidered, muft, onC' would 

* think, deter all, of your fex, at leaft, from the 

* commiffion of this crime. 

* For by it you are rendered infamous, and driven, 

* like lepers of old, out of fociety ; at Icaft from the 
f fociety of all but wicked and reprobate perfons ; for 

* no others will adbciate with you. 

* li you have fortunes, you are hereby rendered 
' incapable of enjoying them ; if you have none, 

* you are difabled from acquiring any, nay almoft of 

* procuring your fuftenance ; for ik) perfons of cha- 

* rafter will receive you into their fioufes. Thus you 

* are often driven by neceflity itfelf into a ffate of 

* fhame and mifery, which unavoidably ends in the 

* deftruftion of both body and foul. 

* Can any pleafure compenfate thefe evils ? Cnn 

* any temptation have fophiftry and delufion llrong 

* enough to perfuade you to fo iimple a bargain ? Or 

* can any carnal appetite fo over-power your rcafon, 

* or fo totally lay it aflfeep, as to prevent your flying 

* with, affright and terror from a crime which carries 
' fuch punilhment always with it ? 

* How bafe and mean muft that woman be, ho^v 
''^oid of that dignity of mind, and decent pride, 

* without which we are not worthy the name of hu- 
' man creatures, who can bear to level herfelf with 

* the lowed animal, and to facrifice all that is great 

* and noble in her, all her heavenly part, to an ap- 

* petite which fhe hath in common with the vilei! 

* branch of the creation ! For no woman fure, will 
*i plead the paffion of love for an excufe. This would 
«^ be to own herfelf th« meer tool and bubble of the 

^ * man. 
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man. Love, however barbaroufly we may corrupt 
and pervert its meaning, as it is a laudable, is a ra- 
tional pafllon, and can never be violent, but when 
reciprocal ; for though the fcripture bids us love our 
enemies, it means not with that fervent love which 
we naturally bear towards our friends ; much lefs 
that we fhould facriiice to them our lives, and what 
04ight to be dearer to us, our innocence. Now in 
what light, but that of an enemy, can a reafoAable 
woman regard the man, who folicits her to entail 
on herfelf, all the~ miiery I have defcribed to you, 
and who would purchafe to himfelf a ihprt, trivial^ 
contemptible pleafure, fo greatly at her expence ! 
For, by tke laws of cuilom, the . whole fhame^ 
with all.its dreadful confequences, falls indrely upon 
her. Can Love, which always feeks the ^od of itd 
objedl, attempt to betray a woman into a bargain 
where fhe is fo greatly to be the lofer ? If fuch cor- 
rupter, therefore, fhould l^ve the impudence to 
pretend .a real alFeftion for her, . ought not the 
woman to regard him, not only as an enemy, but 
as the worll of all enemies; a-falfe, ,defigning, 
treacherous, pretended friend, who intends not only 
to debauch her body, b^it her underihinding at the 
fame time ?' 

H^e Jenny expreifine ereat concern, Allworthy 
paufed a jnoment, and then proceeded : * I have 
ulked ttus to ytou, child, not to infult yo4i for what 
is paft, and irrevocable, but to caution and ilreng- 
then you for the future. Nor ihould I have taken 
this trouble, but from fome opinion of your good 
fenfe, notwithflanding" the dreadful flip you nave 
made ; and frx)m fome hopes of your hearty repen- 
tance, which are founded on the ppennefs and iin- 
cerity of your confefSon. If thefe do not deceive 
me, I will take care to convey you from this fcene 
of your fliame, where you Ihajl, by being unknown, 
avoid the punifliment which, as I have faid, is allot- 
ted to your crime in this world ; and I hope, by re- 
pentance, you will avoid the much heavier fentence 
denounced againft it in the other. Be a good girl 
the reft of your days, and want ihall be no motive 

■ • ' **-to 
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^ to your going aftrav : and believe me, there is more 

* pleaAire, even in tnis world, in an innocent and vir- 
** tuous life, than in one debauched and vicions. 

^ As to your child, let no thoughts concerning it 

* moleft you ; I will provide for it in a better man- 

* ner than you can ever hope« And now nothing re- 

* mains, but that you inform me who was the wicked 
' man that deduced yon ; for my anger againd him 

* will be much greater than you have experienced on 

* this occafion.* 

Jenny now lifted up her eyes from the ground^ and 
with a'modeft look, and decent voice, thus began t 
* To know you. Sir, and not love your goodnefs, 

* would be stn' argument of total want of fenfe or 
' goodneft in any one. In me it would amount to 
^ the higheft ingratitude, not to feel, in the mod fen- 

* fible manner, the great degree of goodnefs you have 

* been pleafed to exert on this occasion. As to my 

* concern for what is paft, I know you will fpare 
^ my blu/hes the repetition. My future condufb will 

* muth better declare my fentiments, than any pro- 
' feffions I can now make. I beg leave to afTute you, 

* Sir, that I take your advice-much kinder, than your 

* generous offer with which you concluded^ it. 

' For, as you are pleafed to fay. Sir, it is an inftance 

* of your opinion of my uhderftanding.'^Hcre her 
tears flowing apace, (he flopped a few moments, and 
then proceeded thus : * Indeed, Sir, your kindnefs 

* overcomes me ; but I will endeavour to deferve this 

* good opinion : for if I have the' underftanding you 

* are fo kindly pleafed to allow me, fuch advice cannot 
' be thrown away upon me. I thank yon. Sir, heartily, 

* for your intended kindnefs to my poor fcelplefs 

* child : he is innocent, and I hope will live to be 

* grateful for all the favours you fhall fhewhim. But, 
' now. Sir, I mufl on my knees intreat you, not to 

* perfifl in afking me to declare the father of my in- 
' iant. I promife you faithfully, you fhall one day 

* know ; but I am under the moll folemn ties and en- 
f gagements of honour, as well as the moft religious 

* vows and protcftations, to conceal his name at this 

* time. And I know you too well to think you would 

• defire 
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• defire I fhould facrifice either ray honour, or my re- 
' ligion." 

Mr. Allworthy, whom the leaft mention of thofe 
facred words was fafficient to ftagger, hefitated a mo- 
ment before he rep lied, and then told her (he had done 
wrong to enter into fuch engagements to a villain j 
but iince ihe had, he could not iniift on her breaking 
them. He faid, it was not from a motive of vain cu- 
rioiity he had enquired, but in order to punifh ths 
fellow ; at leafl:, that he might not ignorantly confer 
favoars on the nndeferving. 

As to thefe points, Jenny fatisfied him by the moil 
folemn affurances, that the man was entirely out of his 
reach, and was neither fubje<5l to his power, nor in any 
probability of becoming an objedl of his goodnefs. 

Xhc ingenuity of thts behaviour had gained Jenny 
^o much credit with this worthy man, that he eafily 
believed what ihe told him : for as ihe had difdained 
to excufe herfelf by a lie, and had hazarded his farther 
difpleafure in her prefent fituation, rather than ihe 
ihoald forfeit her honour, or integrity, by betraying 
another, be had but little appreheniion that ihe would 
^e guilty of faldlood towards himfelf. 

He therefore difmiifed her with aiTurances, that he 
would very foon remove her out of the reach of that 
X>bloquy ihe had incurred, concluding with iome addi-. 
tional documents,- in which he recommended repen- 
tance, faying, ' C6niider, child, there is one ilill to 

* reconcile yourfelf to, whofe favour is of much greater 
-* importance to you than -mine.' 

C H A P. VIII. 

Ji dialogue hetwueen Mefdames Bridget and Deborah % 
containing more amttfement^ hut lefs inftruQionf than the 
former, 

WHEN Mr. Allworthy had retired to his ftudy 
with Jenny Jones, as hath been fcen, Mrs. 
Bridget, with the good houfe-keeper, had betakea 
themfelves to a poft next adjoining to the faid iludy ; 
wheac«, through the conveywice of a tey-hole, ^hey 

ittcke 
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fucked in at their 6ars the ixtftradive lediure delivered 
by Mr. Allworthy, together with the anfwers of Jenny, 
find indeed every other particular which palfed in the 
lail chapter. 

This hole in her brother's fludy door was indeed as 
well known to Mrh. Bridget, and had been as fre- 
quently applied to by her, as the famous hole in the 
wall was by Thifbe of old. This fcrved to many 
^ood purpofes. For by fuch means Mrs. Bridget be- 
came often acquainted with-her brother's inclinations, 
without giving him the trouble of repeating them to 
licr. It is true, fume inconveniencies attended this 
intercourfe, and fhe had fome times reafon to cry out 
with Thifbe, in Shakcfpear, * O wicked, wicked 

* wall !* For as Mr. Allworthy was a juftice of peace, 
certain , things occurred in examinations concerning 
hazards, and fi^ch like, which are apt to give great 
offence to the chafte ears of virgins, efpecially when 
they approach the age of forty, as was the cafe of 
Mrs. Bridget. However, fhe had, on fuch occafions, 
the advantage of concealing her blufhes from the eyes 
ef -men ; and De non apparentihus, l^ non exijtentihus 
eu^em eft ratio. In Englifh, * When a womai^ is not 

* feen to bluih, ihe doth not blufh at all.' 

Both the good women kept Urid iilence during the 
whole fcene l^etween Mr. Allworthy and the girl ; but 
as foon as it was ended, and that gentleman out of 
hearing, Mrs. Deborah could not help exclaiming 
againft the clemency of her mafter, and efpecially 
againfl his fuffering her to conceal the father of the 
child, which flie fwore fhe would have out of her be- 
fore the fon-fet. 

At thefe words Mrs. Bridget difcompofed her fea- 
tures with a fmile ; (a thing very unufual to her.) Not 
that I would have my reader imagine, that this was 
one of thofe wanton fmiles,' which Homer would have 
you conceive cam^ from Venus, 'when he calls h€r the 
laughter-loving Goddefs ; nor was it one o/ thofe 
fmiles, which lady Seraphina *fhoots from the ftage- 
b.ox, and which Venus would quit her immortality to 
be able to equal. IsTo, this was rather one of thofe 
fiuiles^ which might be fuppoied to have come from 

. th« 
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the dimpled cheeks of the augtift Tifiphone^ or from 
one of the miffes h^r iifters. 

With fach a fmile then, and' with a voice, fwee^ as 
the evening breeze of Boreas in the pleafant month 
of Novemi>er, Mrs. Bridget gently reproved the cu- 
nofit}r of Mrs* Deborah, a vice -with which it fcern^ 
the latter was too much tainted, and which the former 
inveiglied againft with great bitternefs, adding, ' That 
*• among all her f units, fhe thanked heaven, her ene- 
' mies could not accufe her of prying into the affair^ 
' of other people/ " - 

She then proceeded to commend the honour and 
fpirit with which Jenny had a^ed. She .feid, fh^ 
could not help agreeing with her brother, thaftherft 
was fome merit in : the fincerity of her confelfibn, 
and in her integrity to her lover: thtftihe hkd always 
thought her a' very good girl, and doubted not but 
(he had been feduced by fome rafcal^ who had been 
infinitely mofe to blame than herielf, and- very ^ro^ 
bably had prevailed with her by a promife of marri* 
age, or fome other -treacherous proceeding. 

This behaviour of Mrs. Bridget greatly furpriaed 
Mrs. Deborah ; for this welKbred wonian feldom 
opened her lips either to her mafter or his fifter, 'till 
(he had iirft founded their inclinations; T^ith which her 
fentiments were'always'flri6^!y confonant. Here, hoWT 
ever» (he thotight (he might have feunehed ^th with 
fafety ;• and the ^acious reader >will not perhaps* aci 
cufe her of want of fuftcienfforecaft in fo do&igi> 
but will r^her admire with what wonderful celerity 
ihe tacked about, when fhe found herfelf lleejrnig*'a 
wrcwg cburfe.' ■ i - ». • • * '•' ^ '"■ 

* Nay, Madam,' faid' this able womanymd truly 
great politician', ' I muft own I cannot help admire 
' ing the girl's ijpirit, as well as your ladyfhip. Ahd^ 

* as your Tadyfhip fays, if ihe was ' deceived by fome 
f wicked man»> the poor wretch is to be pitied. And 

* to be furcV «« youi* lady Chip fays, the g]l^^^hath'al^ 

* ways appeared. 'i^ke' a goou, honeft, plaih g&fl, itid 

* not vain of her face, forfooth, as fome w^cnf^nmit 
f fcys in the neighbourhood are.' ' : -^ « I 
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' Yon fay Cnie, Deboi^h/ fidd Mrs. Bridget, « if 
^ the girl had been one of thofe vai|i trollops, of which 
-^ we have too many in the pariih, I ihould have 
** condemned my brother fcr his. lenity towards her. 
"^ I faw two facmers daughters At churdli, tket-other 
' day, with baH'e necks. I psoteft they (hocked me* 
^ If wenches will hang oat lores for fellows, it is no 
^ matter wkac they fuffer. I deteft fach creatares ; 
•^ and it would bt much better for them^ that their 
' faces had .been feamed with the fmalUpox ; but I 

* mull confefs, I never faw any of this wanton beha- 
^ viour lA 4)Oor J^niiy ; ibme .artful villain, I am con- 
' vinced, hath betrayed^ nay perhaps forced her ; and 
^ I pity the, poor wretch with all my heart. ' 

. Mrs. Dcbomh approved all thofe fentftments, and 
^hejdialio^tie tonclucied with a general aiwi bitter in- 
yedive againft beauty, :alid witK^ many • compaffionate 
ponfiderations for all honeft, plain ^itU, who are de- 
luded/by the wicked al'ts of deceitful mea. 

« 

' Contammg matters tuJUkb^mfHI /arfrtzi the rtaier* 

JENNY returned home well pleafed with the re- 
uoeption (he bad jnet with from Mr. Allworthy, 
vrhofe indulgence to her (he induftrioudy made pub- 
lic.;, partly perhaps as a facrilice to her own pride, 
PeA partly from the more prudent motive of recon- 
ciling ^er neighbours to her, asuL (Ucncing their cla- 
mours... I 

But though this latter view, if (he indeed had it, i 
niaya^ipear treafoBable enough, yet the event did not J 
anfwer Jier expedation ; for when (he was convened { 
tiefore tlie juftice, and it was univerfally apprehended, | 
that, the houfe of corre^on would have been her 
face ; tho' (bme of the young women cry'd 6ut« ' It 

* was go<ftd enough for her«' and diverted themielves 
with the thoughts of her beating hemp :in a itik 
Mwn ; yet. there were many others who b<^an tot pity 
her condition : but when it was kiH)h¥n in what man- ■ 
wx Mr^ Allworthy hdd behaved, the.^de.iomed 

againlt 
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againffher. Odefiiii'i ^ I'lLiaflare fou, Madanthath 
' iiad good luck;' A fecoi^l cry'd, ' See what it is) 
^ ^ be a favottrite.' A third, * Ay, this comes of 
' her ieaming.* Every perfbn made fame malicious 
comment or otker^.oa the occaficn ; and refieded on. 
the partiality of the jiiA(ice«: 

The behaviour of.ttheffi peoqie may appear impo* 
litic and ungratefal to thei reader^ who.confiders the 
power, and the benfivolffiice^of Mr. AUworthy : but 
as to his. power, he nenren'iifed k ; and as to his bene** 
volence, he exerted, for much, ■ that^ he had thereby 
difobliged all his ad^hbQurs : for it is a fecret well 
known, to great mQn> . that . by conferring an oUig^ 
tion; they do not; always pl-ociire a friends bat ai«cier- 
tain of cceiatitng manyi enemijBs. 

Jenny was^ however> by the care and goodnefstoC 
Mr. Allworthy, foon removed oat of the. .reach ofl 
reproach ; when malice, being no longer able to vent 
its rage on her^ began to feek another objed of it$. 
bittemefs, and this ivas no lefs than }/lt. .Allworthy 
himfelf ^ for a whifper foon went abroad, tha^ h^ him^ 
felf was the father of the foundling child. ... 

Thia fuppoiition ib \w5ll reconciled his. c^mdud to.- 
the general opinion, that it met with laniverfal ^flent | > 
and the outcry againft his lenity fpon began tO;tak^ 
another turn, and was changed into an . inved4v^ 
againfl: his cruelty to the poor girl. Very gr^ve and 
good wcmien exclaimed againft men who begot chiN' 
dren^and then difowned them. Nor were there want- 
ing fome^ who, after the departure of Jennys infinu* 
ated, that fhe was fpirited away with a design too 
black to be mentioned, and who gave frequent hints» 
that a legal inquiry ought to be made into th^ whole^ 
matter, and that fpme people ihould be forced to pro* 
duce the girl. 

Theie calumnies might have probably prodticed ill 
confequences (at the leail might have occaiioned fome 
trouble) to a perfon of a more doubtful and fufpicious 
chara&er than Mr. AUworthjr was bleffed with ; but 
in his cafe they had no fuch efl*e6l ; and, being hearti- 
ly defpifed by him, they ferved only to afford an 
innocent ^n^ufement to the good goffips of the neigh, 
bourhood, C 2 ^ But 
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But as we cannot poffiblj diyifte^what conpietton 
our reader may be of, yid as 'it will be fam'e time 
Before he will hear any more of Jenay^ we think 
proper to ^ve him a very early intimationy that Mr. 
Allworthy was, and will hereafter appear to be, abib- 
iutely innocent of any criminal intention whatever* 
He had indeed committed no othev than an erior in 
politics, by tempering jnftice with mercy, and by 
refuAng to gratify the ^ood^niltoreil difpofition of the 
mob *, with an obje^ for their compaffion to work 
on in the peribn of poor Jenny, whom« in order to 
pity, they deiired to nave beeii facrifioed no rqin and 
infamy by a fhameful corre£^ion in a Bddewell. . 

S0 far from complying with this their invBnation, 
hy which all hopes of reformation would have been- 
aDoiiflied, and even the- gate ihut againft h^r, i£ her 
ipwn inclinations ihould ever hereafter l^d her to 
chufe the road of virtue, Mr. Aliworthy rather chofe 
to encourage the girl to xetum thither by the only 
p6ffible means ; for too true I am afraid it is, that 
many women have become abandoned, and have funk 
to the laft degree of vice, by being unable to retrieve 
' thfe fir(t flip. This will he, I am afraid, always the 
cafe while they remain among their former acquaint- 
ance ; ' it was therefore wifely done by Mr. Allworthy, 
to remove Jenny tt> a place where fhe might enjoy the 
pleaftire of reputation, after having tafted the ill con- 
iequences of lofing it. 

To fhis place ^erefore, wherever it was« we will 
mfii Jier a good journey, and for the prefent take leave 
of her, and of the little foundling hef child, having 
matten of much higher importance to communicate 
to the reader. 

• 

* Wlienever this w«r4 •€€»» in our writings, tt iatcn.dt perfoni 
«ith9«t virtue, or lenft, in aU fittioas j aiul many •£ the tughcHt 
iihk are oftea meaat by it. 
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The hs^taiity of AUnvortby ; ti&itb a Jkort fi^tcKf^ fit 
cineetaSers 6f t^wo hrofhirs, a do3ory and' a^ taptain^ 
<v^ ^joere 'entertained by that getoieman^ 

NEITHER Mp. AllT^ortiiy's houfe, n» KiV 
heaft^ wete fliut againft any part of mftnkind^ 
bat they were both more particularly open to* men of 
«aerit» To fey the truth, thi« wa« the only houfe Lit 
the kingdom where you was fore t» gain- a dinner by 
4efevingit* 

Above all oeher«, men olF geniu» dnd- lejiming, 
fhared the iH-incipal place in his fovoUr ; and in thefib 
he haul much diicernment : for though he had miiied 
the advantage of ^ learned education, yet being folelt 
with vail natural abilities, he had fo w>eU profited by 
t vigorous, thongh late applioition to- letters, aiid by 
modi coAver&tion with men of eminence in this way^ 
that he was hiflnfelf a very xrompetent judge in moft 
idndt of literature. - 

It i& no wonder that in an age when this kind of; 
merit is {q little in fafhion, and fb Aenderly provided 
for, perfeas pofTefled of it (hould very eagerly flock 
to a place where they were fure of being received with 
great complftif^ce ; indeed where they might enjoy 
almoft the fame advantages of a liberal fortune as if 
they were entitled to it in their own right ; for Mr.- 
Allwoivhy was not one of thofe generous perfpns, w'h^ 
are ready moft. bountifully to beftow meat, drink, and 
lodging on nren of wit and learning, for which they 
expeft no other return but entertainment, inftrui^lbn, 
flattery,, and fubfervienc]^ ; in a word, that fuch per- 
fons (hould be enrolled in the number of domeftics,- 
without wearing their mailers doaths, or receiving 
Wages. ♦ \^ ■ 

On the eontraty, every ^rfon in thiss houfe wa?3' 
pcrfed mailer of his own time : and as he might' at , 
his pteafure fatisfy all his appetites within the reftric- 
lions'only of law, virtue and religion ; To he might,; 
if Ms heftlth required, or his inclination prompted' 

' C 3 hir 
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liim to temperance, or even to abftinence, abfent 
Himfelf from any nieals^ or retire from them when- 
ever he was To difpofed^ without even a .fbllicitation 
to the contrary : for indeed, fuch follicitations from 
fuperiors always favonr very ftrongly of commands. 
But all here were free from fuch impertinence, not 
only thofe, whofe company b in all other places 
efteemed a favour from their equality of fortune, but 
even thofe whoie indigent circumftances make fuch 
an eleemofynary abode convenient to them, and who 
are therefore lefs welcome to a great man's table be- 
xaufe they ftand in need of it. 

Among others of this kind was Dr. Blifil« a gen- 
tleman who had the misfortune of lofing the advan- 
tage of great talents by the obftisacy o£ a father, 
who would breed him to a profeffion he difliked. 
In obedience to this obflinacy the dodor had in his 
youth been obliged to lludy phyiie, or rather to fay 
he ftudied it ; for in reality books of this kind were 
almoil the only ones with which he was unacquaint- 
ed ; and unfortunately for him, the doiftor was mafter 
of almoft every other fcience but that by which he was 
to get hiM bread ; the confequence of whick was, that 
the doStoT at the age of forty had no bread to eat. 

Such a perfon as thb was certain to find a weU 
come^ at Mr. Allworthy's table, to- whom misfor- 
tunes were ever a recommendation when they were 
derived from the folly or villainy of others^ and not 
of the unfortunate perfon himfeif. Befides this ne- 
gative merit, the dodor had one pofitive recom- 
xnend^ticm. This was a great appearance of religion. 
Whether his religion was real, or confifted only ia 
appearance, I (hall not prefume to fay, as I am not 
•ppffeffed of any touchltone, which can. diftinguiih 
the triie from the falfe. . ' ^ 

> If jthis part of his charadler pleafed Mr. AJlworthy> 
it delighted Mifs Bridget. She engaged him in many 
religious controverfies ; on which occ^fions file con- 
ftan^ly exprelTed great fatisfadtion in the do6ior's< 
knowledge, and not much lefs in. the cempli^ients 
which he frequently beftowed on her own. To fay 
the tr.uth, Jjhe ^ad read mi|ch EngUih iiyimxyp. and 
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hsd puzzled more th^ one of the neighbouring^ cir-^ 
rates. Indeed her converfatioh. was Co pure» her 
looks fo fage, and her whole deportment fo grave and- 
folejDB, that ihe feemed to defeFve tiie name of faint 
equally with her name-fake^ or with any other female* 
in the Roman kalendar. 

As fympathies of all kinds are apt to beget love ^ 
fo experience teaches us that none haye a more dire^. 
tendency this way than thofe of a religious kind be- 
tween perfons of different fexes. The doAor found 
himielf fo agreeable to Mifs Bridget, that he now- 
began to lament an. unfortunate accident which had: 
happened to him about ten years before ; namely, his* 
marriage with another woman, who was not only flill 
alive^ but what was ,worfe, known to be fo by Mr,- 
Allworthy. This was a fatal bar to that happinefs' 
which he otherwife faw fuf&cient probability of ob- 
taining with this young lady ; for as to Criminal in-- 
dulgencies, he certainly never thought of them. This- 
was owing either to his religion, as is mofl probable^- 
or to the purity of his paffion, which was fixed oa* 
thofe things, which, matrimony only, and not crimi- 
nal cQrr^fpondence,^ could put him in pofTeffion of^^^ 
or could give him any title to. 

He had not long ruminated on thefe matters,, before 
it occurred to his memory that h& had a brother who 
was under no fuch unhappy incapacity. This brother 
he made no doubt would fucceed ; for he difcerned> 
as he thought, an inclination to marriage in the lady ^ 
and the reader perhaps, when he hears the brother's 
qualifications, -will not blame the confidence which he 
entertained of his fuccefs. 

This gentleman was about 55 years of aee. He 
was of a middle fize, and what is called well-built ». 
He had a fear on his forehead, which did not fo much' 
injure his beauty, as it denoted his valour (for he was . 
a half-pay officer). He had good, teeth, and fome- 
thing afiable, when he pleafed, in his fmile ; though 
naturally his copntenance, as well as his air and voice^ 
had much of roughnefs in it, yet he could at any time 
depoiite this, aiid appear all gentlenefs and good hu-- 
mour. He wa9 not ungenteel, nor entirely void of 
^ V 4 wit. 
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wit, and in hb youth had abounded in iprightUnefs^ 
which, though he had lately put on a more feiious 
.character, he could, when he pleafed, refume. < 

He had, as well a$ the do&or, an academic edu- 
cation s for his father had, with the fame paternal au- 
thority we have mentioned before, decreed him for holy 
orders ; bur as the old gentleman died before he was 
ordained, he chofe t^e church military, anZl preferred 
the king's commidion to the bifliop's* 

He had purchafed the poft of lieutenant of dragoons, 
and afterwards came to be a captain ; but having 
quarrelled with his tolonel, was by his interefl obliged 
to fell; from which time he had entirely ruftkated 
himfelf, had betaken himfelf toftudying the fcriptures, 
and was not a little fhfpedied of an inclination to 
methodifm. 

It feemed therefore not unlikely that fuch a perfoii 
fhould fucceed with a lady of fo famt-like a difpoiition, 
and whofe inclinations were no otherwife engaged than 
to the married (late in general ; but why the doftor; 
who certainly had no great friendfliip for his brother^ 
fhould for his fake . think of making fo ill a return to 
the hofpitality of Allworthy, is a matter not fo- eafy to 
be accounted for. 

' Is it that fome natures delight in evil, as others are 
though^ to delight in virtue ? Or is there a pleafiirein 
being acceffary to a theft when we cannot commit it 
ourfelves ? Or laftly, (which experience feems to make 
probable) have we a fati^fa^lion in aggrandizing our 
families, even though wfe have not the leaft love or 
refped for them ? 

Whether any of thefe motives operated on the do^r 
we will not determine ; but fo the faft was.. If e fent 
for his brother, and eafilv found means to introducer 
him at All worthy's as a perfon who intended only 
a ftiort viiit to himfelf. 

The captain had not been in the houfe a week, be- 
fore the dbflbr had reaibn to felicitate himfelf on "his 
difcemment. The captain was indeed as great a 
mafte'r of the art of love as Ovid was formerly. He 
had befides received proper hints from his brother, 
which he failed not to improve to the beft advantage. 

CHAP. 
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Containing many rulesy andfome examples ^ concertring fai» \ 
ling in lo^e : defrriptious of beauty, and other motepru* 
dential inducements to matrimony. 

IT hach been obferved by wife men . or ;women» I 
forget which, that all perfons are doomed to be in 
love once in their lives. No particular (eafon is, as I' 
remember, afligned for this : but the age at which? 
Mifs Bridget was arrived, Teems to me as proper al 
period as any to be fixed on for this purpofe : it often 
indeed happens much earlier ; but when it doth not, I; 
have obferved, it feldom or never fails aboiit tthi^ 
time. Moreover, we may remark that at thrs: feafoi^ 
love is of a more ferious and (leady nature than what^ 
fomerimes fhews it felf in the younger parts of life^^^ 
The love of girls is uncertain, capricious, and fo foolifh^ 
that \ye cannot always difcover what the young lady, 
would be at ; nay, i( may almoflbe doubted, whether 
file always knows this herfelf. 

Now we are never at a lofs to difcern this in wohren** 
about forty ; for as fuch grave, ferious and experienced' 
ladies well know their own meaning ; fo it is always' 
very eafy for a man of the leaft fagacity to difcover it 
with the utmoil certainty. . '' 

Mifs Bridget is an example of all thefe obfervation's; 
She had not been many times in the captain's company 
before fhe was feized with this pailion. Nor did fhe 
go pining and moping about the houfe, like a puny 
foolifh girl, ignorant of her diilemper ; (he felt, ihe 
knew, and ihe enjoyed, the pleaiing fenfation, oJF 
which, as ihe was certain it was not only innocent bur 
laudable, ihe was neither afraid lior aihamed. 

And to fay the truth, there is in all points, great dif- 
ference between the reafonable paffion which women 
at this. age conceive towards men, and the idle and 
childifh liking of a girl to a boy, which is often fixed 
on the outiide only, and on things of little value and 
no duration ; as on cherry cheeks, fmall lily-white 
hands» floe-Wack e ye«, lowing locks, downy chins» 

C 5 dapper 
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dapper ihapes* Bay fometimes on charms more worth'- 
le^ than thefe, and lefs the party's own ; fach are the 
outward ornaments of the perfon^ for which men .are 
b&olden to the tayior> the laceman, the perriwig* 
maker, the hatter, and the millener, and iiot to nature. 
Such a paffion girls may well be aihamed, as they 
generally are, to own either to themfelves or to others. 

The love of Mifs Bridget was of another kind. 
The captain «wed nothing to any of thefe fbp-makers 
in his drefs, nor was his perfon much more beholden 
to nature. Both his dreis and perfon were fuch as^ 
had they appeared in an aflembly, or a drawing room,, 
would have been, the contempt and ridicule of all the 
fine ladies there. The former of theie was indeed 
neat, but plain, coarie, ill- fancied, andout of faihion- 
As for the latter, we have exprefsly defcribed it above. 
So far was the (kin on his cheeks from being cherry* 
Q>loured, that you could not difcern what the natural 
colour of his cheeks was, they being totally over- 
grov^n by a black beard, which afcended to his eyes. 
Hi» Oiape and limbs were indeed exadlly proportioned,, 
but fo large, that they denoted the ilrength rather of 
3 ploughman than any other. . His ihoulders were 
broad, Deyond.all fixe, and the calves of his legs larger 
than thofe of a common chairman* In (hort, his 
whole person wanted all that elegance and beauty, 
which is the very reverfe of clumfy ilrength, and 
which fo agreeably fets off mod of our hue gentlemen ; 
being partly owing to the high blood of their anceftors> 
viz. blood made of rich fauces and generous wines,, 
and partly to an^arly town education.. 

Tnough Mifs Bridget was a woman of the greateft 
delicacy of talle ; yet fuch were the charms of the 
captain's converfation, that (he totally .overlooked 
the defers of his perfon. She imagined, and perhaps 
very wifely,, that fhe ihould enjoy more agreeable 
minutes with the captain than with a much prettier 
fellow ; and forewent the confideration of pleahng her 
eyes> in order to procure herfelf much more folid fa-» 
tisfa^on. 

The captain no fooner perceived the paffion of Mifs 
Bridget, in which diicovery he was y^ry qui^k^fighted,; 
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tJum lie 'fsddifttify fetnnied it/ The lady, no more 
than hef Urrer, was remarkabTe for beantv. I woolcF 
atttnpttodtaw her pi^lure ; but that is done already 
by a mortf able maft^ri' lilr. Hogarth himfelf, to 
wheia (he fat masy years ago, and hath been lately 
exhibited by that |;entleman in his print of a winter*s 
mornings of which (he was no improper emblem^ 
and may be feen walking^ (for walk (he do^i in the 
print) taCovent'-Garden Uharch, with a ftari^ed foot- 
boy bel^nd carrying her pray cr-b6ok. * 

The captain likewife very wifely preferred the more* 
ibitd emjoyments he expe6led with this lady, to ther 
fleeting charms of perfon. He was one of thofe wife 
men, who regard beauty in the other fex as a very 
worthlefs and fuperficial qualification ; or, to fpeaJc 
more troly, who rather chule to poffefs every conve- 
nience of life wtch* an tigly woman, than a handfome 
one withotit atty of thdfe convcniencies*. And having 
a very good appetite, atad bat little nicety, he fancied 
he fhould play his part very well at the matrimonial 
banquet, without the fouce of beauty. 

To deal plainly with the reader, the captain, ever 
fince his arrival, at lead from the moment his brother 
had propofed the match to him, long before he had 
difcovered any flattering fymptoms in Mifs Bridget, 
had been greatly enamoured ; that is to fay, of Mr. 
Aliworthy's houfe and gardens, and of his lands, 
tenements and hereditaments ; of all which the captain 
was fo paflionately fond, that he would nioft probably 
have contraded marriage with them, had he been 
obliged to have taken the witch of Endor into the 
liargain. 

As Mr. sAllworthy therefore had declared to the 
do8x>r, that he never intended to take a fecond wife, 
as Ms.fifler Wfts'his neareft relation, and as the do£lor 
liad fiihed ioot that ^is^ intentions were to make any 
child of hers his heir, which indeed the law, without' 
his interpofltion, wotild have done for him ; the dodor 
and his brother-thought it an a£t of benevc^ence to eive 
beine; to a hnman creature, who would be fo plentifully 

5rovided with the.uoft eflential means of Intppinefs. 
^he whole thoughts therefore of both the brothers 
were how to engage the affections of this amiable lady. 

C 6 But 
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. ]B.i4t fartiuie> whois ^ tefi4er paycBt, fuikl dhcik imth 

Eore^ for her favourite, jofi^pring t^aii eifebci* ikey dfi4 
rve or wiih, ha4 beexi fisind^iftri^iisfbrthe c^flta^y 
^t whilit iie was laying ffrhem^fr %p execute Jm por- 
pofe, the lady conceived t^e iame d«&res witk hindTdtT^ 
and \yas on her iide contriving how to give the captakfc 
proper encouragement^ without appealing too forward ; 
for fhe \vas a ilri£l obferv^ir of all rules %f deccrusn* 
In this> however^ ihe es^ily fucceed^} for a^ thcr 
captain was always oauhe Ibok'-OUtj n^glasice* geftufe^ 
or word efcaped him. 

The fatisfadion which the^cap^in received from ther 
kind behaviour of Mifs Bridgetj was .not a little abated 
by his apprehenfions of Mr. Ally/orthy ; for, not«. 
withiianding his difintereiled proieffionsj -the captaift 
imagined he would, when he cam« t^ s^, follow the 
examples of the reft of the world, and refufe :his con^ 
ient to a match, fo diiadv.antageOiis, in . point of in-:- 
tereil, to his filler. From what oracle he received thia 
Opinion, I ihall leave tl^ reader to det/ernine; but,. 
however he came by it, it ftrangely perplexed hii& 
how to regulate his condu6i fo as. at once to conrey his 
alFedtion to the lady, -and to conceal it from heff 
brother. He, at length, refolved to take all private 
opportunities of makinp[ his addre/Tes ; but in t^e pn» 
/ence of Mr. Allworthy to be as re&rved, and as 
much upon his guard, as was pofliblo. ; and this con-> 
du(^ was highly approved by the brother. 

He foon found means tq make his addrefles, ui 
exprefs terms, to his miili^eis, from whom he received 
an anfwer in the proper form, viz, jthe.aiifwjer which 
was flril made fome thoufands of years ago, a^d wJ^ck 
hath been handed down by ti^ditioo firdm mother to 
daughter ever ilnce. If I was to traniUce • this intO' 
Latin, I ihould. render it; by thefe two wocds, NoU 
Epijcopfiri : a phrafe likewife of immemorial ule oa 
another occaiion. 

. The captain,' however he came by, his knowledge, 

perfcdiy well underwood the lady ;, and very foon after 

repeated his application^ with more, warmth and eap-* 

. Beihieid than bef^^^ and was agaisj according to due 

f(ffm» 
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for^, r^e£led; hx^Y^ ]»e had incredlbd in the exger^ 
mt&: of his d6£resv father htdyv With. the fame pro- 
priety » dccreafed in the vioknce of her refafal. 

Next to tire the refauier.hy lea^ng him through every. 
Icene of this couirtihip» (which^ though ati the opinion 
of a certain great author^ it is the pleafantefl: fcene of 
life ta the ador, is p^haps» a^ dull and tirefdme a$ 
any whatever to the audience) the captain made hisr 
advancesin form, the citadel was d^f^nded in form, and 
at length, iw proper fonfi Surrendered at difcretion» * 

During this whole ^nme, which filled the (pace of 
near- a month, the captain preferved great dif^ance of 
beha^'iqur to his lady, in the preience of the brother ; 
and the m69e^ he foccepded with her in private, the . 
more roferved-washe in public. « And as fot the -lady, 
ihe had no fooner iecured her lover, than fhe behaved 
to him> beford 'company :with the higheft 'degree- 4f in~' 
dii&ronce 3; ib' tliat Mr-, Allworthy (mufthdve^hafd the' ' 
iniight :of tkei d^l {or perhaps fome of his worfe' 
qns^wti) to have entertained theUeaft fuJpicion of 
what was'going forward* ' 
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Containing nviat. tberg^^ervtay, f^k^s, esffiitS to fiv4 

■ . ii^M. . . . i • 

IN all bargains, whether to iSght or w marryv or 
concerning any other fnch bwfinefs, little previous 
ceremony is required,, to bring the matter to an ifTue,' 
when both parties are really in earned. This was the 
cafe at prefcnt, and in lefs than a month the captain 
and his lady^ere man and wife. ' * 

The great concern now was to break the matter to* 
Mr. A 11 worthy I and this was undertaken by the 
doaor. 

One day then as A II worthy was walking in his 
garden, the do<^or came to him, and, with great 
gravity of afpeft, and all the concern which he could" 
poffibly affe<ft in his countenance, faid, * I am come^ 

* Sir, to impart an affair to you of the utmoft confe- 

* quence j but how flbali I memioQto yon, what it 

' almoft 
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« almoft 'diftraa» me to tUnk of !f He then ktadied 
forth into the moft- bitter inTedtver both a^aiiift mea 
^nd women; .accwfing this former of having no at«« 
tachment bnt to their mtel'eft, ahd the latter of being 
fo addidled to Vicious inclinations, that they conld 
never be fafely trufted with one of the other fex. 
Conld 1/ iaid he, ' Sir, have fvfpeded, that a lady 
of fuch prudence, fuch judgment, fnch learning, 
ihoald indulge fo indifcreet'a paffion ^ or could I 
have imagined, that my brother«-»why do I tall him 
fo f He is no lonj^ a brother of mine.'-** 
' Indeed but he la,' faid AUworthy, ' and a brother 
of mine (too.'*—* Blefs me. Sir/ faid the do^Or, 
Do you know the ihocking affair ?^-^' Look'ee, 
Mr. Bliiil,' anfwered the good man, ' It hath been 
my cottftant .maxim in life, to make the beft of all 
matters which happen. My After, though mitny 
ye4urs younger than I, is 'at lesid oldenewigh to.be at 
the age of difcrfttibn. Had he jonpiofed on ja childr 
I ihould Mve been jnote.averfetoJiave forgiven. 
him ; but a woman, upwards of thirty^ muft cer- 
tainly be fuppofed'to know what will make her moft 
happy. She hath married a gentleman^ though per- 
haps not quite her equal in fdrtune ; and if he hath 
any perfedions in her eye, which can make up that 
d^fi<:ien^y, I fee no reafon Why I ihould objedto her 
choice of her own happixtefs ; which I, no more 
than herfelf,, imagine- to con'iift only ia inunenfe 
wealth. I might perhaps, from the many decla- 
rations I have made, of complying with almofl any 
propofal, have expected to have been confulted on 
this occafion ;'but thefe matters are of a very deli- 
cate nature, and the fcruples of modeily, perhaps,^ 
are not to be overcome. As to your brother, t 
have really no anger againft him at all. He hath no 
obligation to me, nor do I think he was under any 
nece&ity of afking my confent, iince the woman is, 
as I have faid, J'uijuris^ and of a proper age to be 
entirely anfwerable only to herfelf for her. conduct*' 
The dodor accufed Mr. AUworthy of too great 
lenity^ repeated his accuiations againft his brother, 
and declared that he ihguld. never mor^ be brought 

either 
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either to fee> er to own him for his relation. He then ' 
launched forth in to a panegyric on. AlLworthy*s good^ 
nefs ; into the highcft encomiums on his fxiendihip ; ' 
and conduiled by iayias;> he fhould never forgive his 
brother for having pat the place which he bore in that 
friendfhip to a hazard. 

Allworthy thus anfwered : ' Had I conceived any 
' difpleafure againftyour brother^ I ihould never have 

* carried tliai refentsnent to the innocent ; but, I aiFare^ 

* yon, I have no. fuch difpleafure. Your brother ap-* 
' pears to me to be a man of fenfe and honour. I do- 

* not difapprove the tafte of my fifter ; nor will I* 
' doubt but that ihe is equally the objed of his in- 
' clinations.. I have always thought love the only 
' foundation of happinefs in a married date; as it can 

* only produce that high and tender friendfliip which 
' fhould always be the cement of this union; and, in- 
' my opinion> all thofe marriages which are contradled 
' from oihfir nsotives, are greatly criminal ; they are a* 
' profanation of a moft holy ceremony, and generally 
' end in difqaiet and mifery ; for furely we may call it 

* a profanation, to convert this moft facred inftitution 
' into a wicked facrifice to luil or avarice : and what 
' better caA be faid of thofe matches to which men 
' are induced merely l>y the consideration of a beauti- 

* ful perfon> or a great fortune I . 

' To deny that &auty is an agreeable obje^ to the 

* eye, and even ivorthy fome admiration, would be falfe* 
' and fooliOi. Beautiful is. an epithet often ufed in 
' fcripturej and always mentioned with honour. It 

* was my own fortune to marry a woman whom the 
' world thouglpkt handfome, and I can truly fay, I liked 

* her the better on that account. Bat, to make this 

* the fole confideration of marriage, to luft after it fo 
' violently as to over-look all imperfedions for its Cake, 

* or to*require it fo abfolutely as to reject and difdain 
' religion, virtue, and fenfe, which are qualities, in 
' their nature, of much higher perfedion, onlybecaufe 
' an elegance of perfon is wanting ; this is furely in« 
' confident, either with a wife man or a good christian • 
' And it is, perhaps, being too charitable to conclude, 
f ;hat fuchperfons mean any thing more by their mar- 

riage^ 
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* riage, than to pleafe their carnal appetites ; for th< 
' fatisfai^ion of which^ we are taught^ it was no' 
'.ordained. 

* In the next place, with refpeft to fortune. Worldl) 

* prudence, perhaps, exads fome coniideration on thii 

* head ; nor will I abfoFutely and altogether condemr 

* it. As the world is conftituted, the demands of j 

* married Hate, and the care of pofterity, require fome 

* little regard to what we call circumilances. Yet thij 

* provifion is greatly encreafed, beyond what is reall) 
' neceiTary, by folly and vanity, which create abun- 
' dantly more wants than nature. Equipage for th< 

* wife, and large fortunes for the children, are b) 

* cuilom enrolled in the lift of neceflaries ; and',- tc 

* procure thefe, every thing truly folid and fweetj 

* and virtuous and religions, are negle^ed and over- 

* looked. 

< And this in many degrees ; the laft and greatefl 
' of which feems fcarce diftinguiihable from madnefs. 

* I mean where perfons of immenfe fortunes contrail 

* themfelves to thofe who are, and^muft be, dif 
*. agreeable to them ; to fools and knaves, in ordci 
' to encreafe an eftate, already larger even than th< 
'i demands of their pleafures. Surely fuch Jjerfbns. 

* if they will not be thought mad, muft own, eithei 

* that they are incapable of tafting the fwcets of thi 
•: tendereft friendfhip, or that they facrifice the greatd 

* happinefs of which they arc capable, to the vaiflj 

* uncertain and fenfelefs laws of vulgar opinion^ 

* which owe as well their force, as their foundation. 

* to folly.' 

Here -A 11 worthy tbncluded his fermon, to whicl 
Blifil had liftened with the profoundeft attention; 
though it coft him fome pains to prevent now and thci 
a fmall difcompofure of his mufcles. He now praifec 
every period of what he had heard, with the warmti 
of a young divine, who hath the honour to dine witl 
a bifhop the fame day in which his lord/hip hatl 
mounted the pulpit* 
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I 

CHAP. XIIL 

Which concludes the firft hook j luith an inftance of ingrd^ 
titude^ n»hichi nve hoft^ luiil apptaip- unnaturaL . 

THE reader i from what hath been, faid, may 
imagine, that the reconciliation (if indeed it 
could be fb called) was only matter of form; we ihaH 
therefore pafs it over, and hailen to what muft furely 
be thought matter of fubftance. 

The do^or had acquainted his brother with what 
had paft between Mr. Allworthy and him ; and added 
witlr'a fmile, ' I promife you, I paid yon off; nay, 

* I abfblutely defired the good gentleman not to for- 
' give you : for you know, after he had made a decla- 
' ration in your favour, I might, with fafety, venture 

* on fuch a requeft with a perfon of hisf temper ; and 
< I was willing, as well for your fake as for my 6wn, 

* t<y prev^t the lea<^ poffibility of a fufpieion.* 
Captain Bliiil took not the leaft notice oi this, at that 

tiime ; but he afterwards made a very notable ufe of it. 

One of the maxims' which the devil, in- a- late vifit 
ttpo» earth, left to his difciples, is, when once yoa 
are got up, t6 kick the ftool from under you. In 
plain Englifh, when you have made your fortune by 
the good offices of a friend, you are advifed to difcard 
him as foon as you can. 

Whether the captain aftejd by this maxim> I will 
not pofitively determine; fo far we= may confidently 
iky, that his anions may be fairly derived from this 
diabolical principle ; and indeed it is difficult to affign 
any otlier motive to them: for no fooner was he 
poffeffed oi Mifs Bridget, and reconciled to Allworthy, 
than he began to fhew a coldnefs to his brother, which 
enereafed daily ; till at length }t grew into rudenefs, 
dnd became very vifible to every ofte. 

The doctor remonftrated to hin> privately concern- 
ing this behaviour, but- could obtain no other fatis- 
fadion tham the following plain declaration : If yovi 

* difHke any thing- in -my brother's houfe. Sir, you 

* know you are at liberty to quit it.' This ftfange, 

'. cruel* 
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crnel, and almoft nnaccoantable ingratitude in the 
captain, abfolately broke the pooc dodor's heart : 
for ingratitude never fo thoroughly pierces the human 
breaft, as when it proceeds from ^ofe in whofe behalf 
we have been guilty of tranfgreffions. Reflections on 
great and good anions, however they are received or 
returned by thofe in whoie favour they' are perfbnned> 
alw^s adminkter fome comfort t« us ; but what con* 
Iblation (hall we receive under fo biting a calamity as 
the ungrateful behaviour of our friend, when our 
woanded confcience at the time flies in our face« 
and upbraids us with having fpotted it in the fervice of 
one fo worthlefs ? 

Mr. Allworthy himfelf (poke to the captain in hi» 
brother's behalf,- and de/ired to know what offence 
the do^or had committed ; when the hard-hearted 
villain had the bafeneis to fay, that he (hould ncve^ 
forgive him for the injury which he had endeavoured 
to do him in his favour i which, he faid, he had 
pumped out of him, and was ikich a cruelty^ that it 
ought not to be forgiven. 

. Allworthy fpoke in very high terms tupon this dc*> 
claration, which, he iaid^ became not a human crea* 
ture. He expreffed, indeed, fo much refentment 
againft an unforgiving temper, that the captain at laft: 
pretended to be convinced by his arguments,' and out- 
wardly profeiTed to be reconciled.. 

As for the bride, ihe was now in her honey-moon »^ 
and fo paflionately • fond: o£ heKnew hufband^. that he 
never appeared to her to be in the wrong ; andhif* 
difpleafure againft any pecfon was a fufEcient reafoik 
for her diflike to the fame^ 

The captain, at Mr. Al worthy's inilance, was out- 
wardly, as we have faid, reconciled to his brother,, 
yet the* fame rancour remainedin his -heart ; and he 
found Co ^9iny opportunities of giving him private, 
iiints of this^ diat the houfe at lad grey^ infupportable. 
to t]^e poor doctor ;; and, he chofe rather, to fubmi^ to 
TEny>kConv^niencies which' he mig^t encounter in the 
world, than longer to bear thefe cruel and unerateful* 
infults, from a brother for whom he had done fo* 
much. 

Ho 
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He once intended to acquaint All worthy with the 
whole ; but he could not bring himielf to fubmit ta 
the confeffion, b^ which he muft take to his fhare fo 
great a portion of guilt. B elides^ by how much the- 
worfe man he reprefented his brot;her to be, foimucli. 
the greater would his own offence appear to Allworthy, 
and fo much the greater^ he had reafon to imagine^ 
would be his refentment. 

He feigned, therefore, fome excufe of bufin^fs for 
his departure, and promifed to return fo6n again ; and 
took leave of his brother with fo well-difiemblcd conr 
tenr, that, as the captain played his part to the fam« 
perfedion, Allworthy remained well fatisfied with the 
truth of the reconciliation. 

The dodlor went dire£lly to London, where he died 
ibott after of a broken heart ; a diftemper which kills 
many more than- is generally imagined, and would 
have a fair title to a place in the bill of mortality, did 
it not differ in one inftance from all other di&aies,, viSf 
That no phyfids^ can cure it. . 

Now, upon the moft diligent enquiry into the for- 
mer lives. oF theic two brothers, I find, befides the 
curfed and hellilh maxim of policy above mentioned, 
another reafon for the captain's conduct ; the captain, 
hefides what we have before faid of him, was a man 
of great pride and fiercenefs, and had always treated 
his brother^ who was of a different complexion, and 
greatly deficient in both thofe qualities, with the utmoft 
aitof fuperiority. The dodbov, howevsr, had mtidl 
the hrger fhare of learning, and was by many re- 
puted to have the better undcrflanding. This. 'the 
wptain knew, and could not bear ; for though cavy^ 
"* at beft,. a very malignant paflion^.yet is its bit- 
temefe greatly heightened, by mixing with .contempt 
towards the fame objeft ; and very much afraid I am, 
that whenever an obligation is joined to thcfe two, 
indignation, and not gratiti»de, will be the prodad of 
«n three. 
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B O O K II. 

Containing: fanexpf matrimonial felicity in different 
degrees of life ; and various ether tranfa£fions dn^ 
ring the firji twi years after the marriage hetween. 

' captain Bltfil and Mifs Bridget Allworthy. 

C H A P. I. 

* 

Sieving ivhat kind -cf a biftory this is ; *ivhat it li Ithr 

and *wiat it is not, Hie,. ^ 

THOUGH we have properly enough en^ 
titled this our work a hillory, and hot a 
life ; nor an. apology for a life, as is more in 
faihion ; yet we intend in it rather to purfue the m^ 
thod of thofe writers, who profefs to difcloie there- 
volutions of countries, than to imitate the painful and 
volumious hii}orian> who, to preferve the regularity 
of his feries, thinks himfelf^obliged to fill up as much 
paper with the detail of months and years in which no- 
thing remarkable happened, as he employs opoa 
thofe notable %ras when the greateil fcenes have been, 
tranfa^ted on the human ilage. 

Such hiilories as thefedo, in reality, very muchrc- 
fiaimble a news-paper, which confilh of juft the fame 

number 
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number of words, whether there be any news in it of 
not. Thev may, likewife, be compared to a (lage-. 
coach, which performs conftantly the lame coarfe; 
^mpty as well as full. The w>riter. Indeed, feems to 
think himfelf obliged to keep even pace with time* 
whofe amanuenfis he 'is f and, like Ms mafter, travels 
^s flowly thn>agh centnries of monkiih dulnefs, when 
the world feems to have been afleep, as through that 
bright and bofy age ib irobly diflinguxihed by the ex-* 
cellent Latin poet. 

' jid confligendum-venientrhtts undique p€tnis, 

* Omnia cum^ belli tr^pido concuffa tumultu ' 

* Horrida contremae/efub kltis tetheris auris : 
*. In dubioqut futt fubutrorum regna cadendum 

* Omnibus bumanis effet^ terraque mar i que,* 

Of which we wifli w6 could give our reader a morft 
adequate tranflation than that by M-, Creech, 

^ When dreadful Carthage frighted Rome with arms^ 
' And all the world was ihook with fierce alarms ; 

* Whilil undecided yet, which part ihould fall^ 

* Which nation jife the glorious Lord of all.* 

Now it is our purpofe in the enfuing pages, to 
pnrfue a contrary method. When any extraordinary 
fcene prefents itfelf, (as wetrnft will ofteii be theeafe) 
we ihall fpare no pains nor paper to open it at large to 
our reader ; but if whole- years . ihould pafs without 
producing any thing worthy his notice, we (hall not be 
afraid of a chafm in our hiftory ; but (hall haften on to 
matters of confequence, and leave fuch periods of tilnc 
totally unobferved. 

Thefe are indeed to be confidered as blanks in- the 
grand lottery of. time. We therefore who are the regi- 
£ers of that lottery, fhati imitaie thofe fagacious per<* 
fons who deai in that which is drawn at Guildhall, 
and who never trouble the publick with the. many 
blanks they diipole of; but when a great prize hapi 
pens to be drawn> the news^pspcrs aietpcefeittly filled 
' ' -' with 
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with it. And the world is fare to be informed at whofe 
office it -was fold : iodeed, commonly two or three dif- 
ferent offices lay claim to the honour of havil^S dif« 
po(ed of it ; by which I fuppofe, the' adventurers are 
given to underiland that cer^tain brokers are in the 
berets of fortune, and indeed of her cabinet-council. 
My reader then is not to be furprized, if, in the 
coorfe of this work, he fhall find fome chapters very 
ihort, and others altogether as long ; feme that con- 
tain only the time of a fingle day, and others that I 
comprife years ; in a word, if my hiftory fometimes ( 
feems to ftand itiU, and fometimes to fly. For all I 
which I ihall not look on myfelf as accountable lo any 
courtof critical jurifdi6don whatever: fcir as I am, in 
reality, theibunder of a new province of writing, fo I 
am at liberty to make what laws I pleafe therein. Aad 
thefe laws, my readers, whom I conflder as my fab- j 
jeSts^ are bound to believe in and to obey; with which j 
that they may readily and chearfully comj>ly, I do \ 
hereby affure them, that I ihall principally regard their ' 
cafe and advantage in all fuch inftitutions : for I do 
not, like a Jure Ji*vino tyrant, imagine that they are 
myilaves, or my commodity. I am, indeed, fetoVer 
them, for their own good only, and was orotfted for 
their ufe, and not they for mine. Nor do I doubt, 
while I make their intered the great rule of m^ writ- 
ing, they will unanimoufly concur in fupporting my 
dignity, and in rendonng me all the honour I ihall de*- 
ferve or deiire. . 

C H A P., IL 

Religiofis ' caupions again fi Jhcuiing too much fwvour H 
bajiards ; atid a great itifco^ery made by Mrs. Deio" 
rah Wilkins. 

EIGHT months after the cclelnration of the 
nuptials between captain Bli£l and Mtfs Bridget 
Allwortny, a young iady of great beauty, sottrit, and 
fortune, was Mifs Bridget, byreafon of a fright, de- 
livered of a fine boy. The child wasindeeid, to all 
appearance, perfect ; bat .thfe midwife difeovered, it 
was born a mop th before |ts iuU time. . .- r 

Though 
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Though the birth of an heir by his teloved iifter 
was a circamilance of great joy to Mr, Allworthy, yet 
it did not alienate his affedlions from the littl« found- 
ling to whom he had been god-father, had given his 
-own name of Thomas, and whom -he had hitherto 
feldojn failed of viiiting, at haH once 'a day, in his 
nurfery. ' / ! 

He told ias fifter, if Ihe pli^afed, the new-born 
infant fhouldte bred up together with Httle Tommy, 
to which fhfe confented, though with fome little reluft- 
ance; for (he liad truly 'a great complacence'fbr h'er 
brother ; and hence fhe had always behaved towards the 
foundling, with rather more kindnefs than ladies of 
rigid virtue can fometimes bring themfelves to fhew 
thefe children, who, however innocent, may be truly 
called the living 'monuments of incdhtinence. 

The 'captain could not fo eairly briiig hixhfelf to 
bear wiiat he condemned as a fault of Mr. Allworthy^ 
He gave hint frequent hints, that to adopt the fruits 
of fin, was to give countenance to it. He quoted 
feveral texts -(for he was well- read in fcripture) fuch as. 
He 'vtfits the fins 0' 4he fathers ttpttn fhe ckrildren ; •and^ 
the Jjatberi .hnire eaten Jbur grapts^ anH the chtdrer^s 
teeth are fet on edge;. &c. Whence h^ argiied the lega- 
lity of pimiflnng the crime -of tlie parent on the baf^ 
tard, . sH.e faid, f Though, .the law did not pofitively 

* atllow the deftroyjng fuch bafe-born children, yet it 

* held them, to be the children of no-body : that the 
•* church confidered them a^ the children of nd-body :' 
"* and that, at the beft,' they ought to' be brought up 
' to jhe loweft and vileft offices of the cdnunon- 

* wealth.* : ' • . 

Mr. Atlworthy anfwtred t6 all this, and much 
mor'e, .^hich the captain had ur^ed on this fubjc£l,i 
' That 'however guilty 'the parents might be^ the 
' chiidi*en- were certainlv^liniocent ; th^t as to the 
' texts he hkd tjuoted, tn^* former of' them was a par-' 
' ticnlar denunciation againft'thc Jews, for thte^n of 

* idolatry, -of relinquiihing and hating their heavenly 

* King : and the latter was parabolically fpoken, and 
^ rather intended to denote the certain and neccflary 
' .c^ft5[i^nces of iin, than any expreft judgment 

• againft 
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' ^againft it. But to reprefeut the Almighty as reveng- 
' iiig the fins of the guilty on the innocent, was 
' indecent, if not blafphemous, as it was to reprefent 
' him adling againft the firH principles of natural juf- 

* tke, and againd the original notions of right and 
' wrongy which he himfelf had implanted in our 

* minds $ by which we were to judge, not only in 
'^ all matters which were jint reveakd, but even of the 
^ truth of revelation itfelf. He faid, he knew many 
^ held the fame principles with the captain on this 

, ' head ; but he was himfelf iirmly convinced to the 
' contrary, and would provide in the fame manner 
' for this poor infant, as if a legitimate child had 

* had the fortune to have been found in the fame place.* 
While the captain was taking all opportunities to 

prefs thefe and fuch Hke arguments, to remove the 
^ttle foundling from Mr. Allworthy's, of whpfe fond- 
nefs for him he began to be jealous, Mrs. I>eborah 
iksui made a difcovery, which, m its event, threatened 
at lead to prove more fatal to poor l^ommy, than all 
the reaibnings of the captain. 

Whether the insatiable cudofity of this good woman 
&ad carried her on to that bufinefs, or whether fhe did 
it to confirm her{blf.in. the good gracj^s of Mrs. Bii£l> 
who, notwithftahding her outward' hehavipur to the 
foundling, frequently, abufed the infant in privates 
and her brother too for his fondneis to it, , I will not 
determine, but fhe had now, as ihe conceived, fully 
dete&e4 the/athex of the foundling* 

Now, as this was a difcovery oFgreat.confequencS) 
it may be neceffary to trace it from tne fountain-head. 
Wc mall therefore very minutely lay open thoie pre-, 
vious matters by which it -was. produced: and for that 
purpofe, we (hall be. obliged to reveal all the fecrets of 
a little, family, with. which my reader is at preient en< 
tii;ely unacqu^nted y i^d^of twhich the oeconomy wai 
fo rare and extraordinary, ^that I fear it wiU fliock tht 
i^tmoft credulity of m^nj/4^arried perfon^. .: . ;. 
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CHA^P. III. 

The iefcription tf a domefiic government founded upon 
. rules dire&ly contraxy to tbo/e of Arijiotle* 

MY reader may pleafe to Remember he hath been 
informed^ that Jenny Jones had lived fom^ 
years.Jwith a certain fchoolmafter, who had» at her 
earneil defirCj inflruded her in Latin, id. which> to do 
juMce to her genius, fhe had fo improved herfelf, tha^ 
ihe was become a better fcholar than her mailer. 

Indeed, though this poor man liad undertaken st 
profelfion to which learning muft be allowed nectf- 
lary, this was the leail of his commendations. He 
was one of the befl-natared fellows in the world, and 
was, at the fame time, mailer of fo much pleafantry 
and humour, that he was reputed the wit of the 
country ; and all the neighbouring gentlemen were 
ft) defirous of his Company, that, as denying was 
not his talent, he fpent much time at their houfes^ 
which he might^^ with more emolument, have fpent 
in his fchpol. 

It mav be imagined, that a gentleman fo qualified 
Sad fo difpofed, was in no danger of becoming for- 
midable to the learned feminaries of Eton and Wefl« 
minder. To fpeak plainly, his icholars were divided 
into two claifes ; in the^upper of which was a young 
gentleman, the ion of a neighbouring 'fquire, who, 
at iht age of feventeen, was juil entered into his 
Syn taxis ; and in the lower* was a fecond fon of the 
fame gentleman, who, together with feveA parilh- 
boys, was learning to read and write. 

The ftipend arifme hence would hardly have indulg- 
ed the fchoolmaller m the luxuries of life, had he not 
added to this office thofe of clerk and barber, and 
had not Mr.' Allworthy added to the whole an annuity 
of ten pound, which the poor man received everjf 
Chriilmas, and with which he was enabled to chear 
his heart during that facred felHval. 

Among his other trcafures, the pedagogue had a 
wife, whom he had married o.ut of Mr. Allworthy^ 

Vol. VII. • ' D • kitthetj 
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.kitchen^forheribrtune, via^ twenty pound, -whicK ihv 
.had there amafled. 

This woman was not very amiable in her perfba« 
Whether (he fat to my friend Hogarth^ ^or-no, I will 
.not determine ; but (he exadly rcfembled the young 
twoman who is ^pouring out her miilrefs's tea in the 
rthird pifture of the Harlot's Progrefs^ -She was, be- 
fides, a j>rofeil ibllower ^f that ^noble fedt fbtinded 
^y Xantippc of old ; by .means- of which (he became 
:niore formidable in the fchool than her hulband ; for^ 
-to confefs the truth, he was never -mafter there, or 
.any where elfe, in her jjrefence. 

Though her countenance did .not denote much na* 
>tUTal fweetnefs of temper, yet this was, perhaps, fome^ 
^'hat foured by a circumftance which generally poi- 
sons .matrrmonial felicity : for children are rightly 
«called the pledges of love ; and her hufband, "though 
-they had been iharried nine years, had. given her tto 
fuch pledges ; a default for which he had nO excufe, 
cither from .age or health, being notyot thirty years 
4M.^ and, what they call, a jolly, <briflc, ^ung man. 

Hence arofe another evil, which produced no littl« 
Tuneafinefs to th€ poor pedagogue, xal whom ftie 
inainfained fo conftant a jeaIou4y, that he durft hardly 
fpeak to ' one woman in the parifh ; for the leaft de- 
cree of civility, or even cdrrefpondcnce with a*iy fe- 
male, was fure to bring his wile i\poh her back and 
his own. 

In order to gnard he»feff againft^at&itonialinju* 
Ties in her own houfe, as Jhe kept on6 maid-iervant, 
/he always took care to chufe her out of that ordc* 
«©f females, whctfe faces- are taken as a kind of fecuri- 
ty for their virtue ; of which number Jenny Jtmes, 
.as the reader hath been informed, was one. 

As the face of thi«- youivg wOman might be callei 
J)retty good fe^urity of the before^mentioned kind, 
.^nd as her -behaviour had been always extremely mc- 
4ieft ; which is the certain confequence of underftand* 
ing in women ; (he had palled above foiir years 3t 
Mr. Partridge's, (for that was the fchoolma(ter*S 
name) without creating the leaft fufpicion in her 
.^i&ieft* Nay, ihe hao been trcMed vyi^ nnro^- 

ihcn 
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nion kindnefs^ and lier xnHlrefs had pernittted 
Mr. Partridge to give her thofe iiiilru^ons, which 
have been before. commemora ted ^ 

But it is with jealoufy, as with the gdut. When 
fuch diftempers are in the bloody there is ilever any 
fecurity againft their breaking oat ; ^ild that often OA 
the flighted occailond^ and when leail fufpeded. 

Thus it happened to Mrs. Partridge, who had fub-* 
mltted four years to her huiband's teaching this 
yoang wOTti^n, and had fufFered her often tb negledl 
htr work, in order to purfue her learning. For paf* 
fing by one day, as the girl was riding, and her maf- 
ter leaning over her, the girl, I know not for what 
reafon, fuddenl)r ftarted up from her chair j and this 
was the firft tins that fufpicion ever entered kito 
the head of her millrefs* 

This did not, howevief, at that time^ dHcover it* 
^clf, b^iit lay lurkine ifi her mind> like a concealed en&A 
my, who waits for a reinforcement of additional 
^rength, before he openly declares himfelf, and pro- 
creeds npon hofiile operations : and fiu:h additional 
ftrength foon arrived to corroborate her iafpiclon ;: for 
not long after) the hufband and wife being at dinner 
the mafter faid to his inaid> Da mihi Aliquid potum t 
upon which the poor girl fmiled, perhaps at the bad- 
^fs of the Latin, and when her millrefs cail her eyes 
on her> blaihed, poiBibly with the confcioufnefs of hav- 
ing laughed^ at her matter. Mrs. Partridge, upon 
thisj immediately fell into a fury, and difcharged thes 
trencher, on which (he was eating, at the head of poor 
Jenny, crying out, * You impudent whore, do yoi> 
' play tricks with my huibau^ before my fac.e V and, 
at the fame inftant, rofe from her chair, with a knif« 
in her hand, with vdiich, moft probably, fhe would 
J^ave executed y^y tragical yengeance> had not..tht 
girl taken the aavantage of being nearer the door 
^han her miftrefs, and avoided her fury by running 
away j for, as to the poor huiband, whether furprixe 
«ad rendered him motionlefs, or fear (which is fuU 
as probable) had reftrained him from venturing at 
*?y. oppoiltion, he fat ilaring and trembling in his 
^St^f i HQr did he Qnce offer to move or fpedk, till his 

D z t^ifcr 
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wife,' returning from the pirrfuit of Jenny, made 
ibme defenfive meafares neceiTary for his own prefer- 
nation, and he likewife was obliged to retreat, after 
the example of the maid« 

This good woman was, no more tham Othello, of 
a difpofition, ' 



•* To make a. life of jealoufy. 



'-' And follow fiill the changes of the moon 
• With frefli fhfpicions'- 

With her, as well as iiim ; 



'* To be once in doubt. 



^ Was once to be refolv*d*- 



flie^ therefore, ordered Jenny hnmediately to pack np 
lier alls, and be gone ;.for that (he was determined 
ihe fhoiild ttot fleep that nigh^ within her walls. 

Mr. Partridge had profited too much by experience, 
to interjyoft in a matter of this nature. He therefore 
"had reboiiffd to his iifual receipt of patience^ for, 
though he was not a great adept in Latm, he remem- 
bered, and well underflood, the advice contained in 
thcfe words : 

■*> ■■ * Le've fit-, ^Mod hene Jertur bnus^* 

' In Engllfh, * A*burden becomes lighteft, when it 
• is well borne.' 

."Which he had always in his mouth; and of which» 
to fay the truth, he had often, occafion to experience 
xhe truth. 

Jenny offered to make proteftations of her inno- 
cence J but the tempcft was too ftrpng for her to be 
heard. She then betook herfelf .to the bufinefs of 
packing,. for which a fmall quantity of brown-paper 
fuificed ; and, having received her fmall pittance of 
wages, ihe returned home. 

The fchoolmafter and his confort pafs'd their time 
jinpleafantly enough that evening; but fomething or 

other 
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ether happened before the next morning, which a lit-r 
tie abated the faty of Mrs. Partridge; and ihe aO 
length admitted her huiband to make his excufes*^ 
To which fhe gave the readier belief, as he had, in-; 
ftead of defirkig her to Fecal Jenny, profefTed a fatis-- 
fa6Uon in her being diCmifled, faying, flie was growtv 
of little ufe as a £ervant> fpending all her time io^ 
reading, and was become, moreover, very pert and 
obftinate ; for, indeed, ihe and her mailer had lately 
had frequent difputes iiir literature ; in which, as katlv 
been faid« ihe was become greatly his fuperior. This,^ 
however, he would by no means allow ; and as h& 
called her periiiling in the right, obilinacy,. he began 
to hate, her withno^ fmall inveteracy r^ t 

G H A P. IV.- 

Contuining one of the mofi bloody battles^ or rather duels f 
that ivere ever recorded in domefiic hlfiory* 

FOR the reafons mentioned in the preceding chap- 
ter, and from feme other matrimonial concef- 
£ons, well known- ta moil huiband s ; and which> likc^ 
the fecrets of free-mafonry, ihould be divulged to none 
who are no^ members of that honourable fraternity, 
Mrs. Partridge was pretty well fatisfied, that ihe had- 
condemned her huiband without caufe, and endea ^ 
voured, by adlsr of kindnefs,. to make him aiiiends 
for her falfe fufpicion. Her paffions were, indeed^ 
equally violent, which ever way they incKned-^: fory. 
as ihe could be extremely angry, fo could ihe be'alco4^ 
gether as fos^d. 

But though thefe paflions ordinarily fucceed eaclt 
other,, and fcarce twenty-four hours ever paiTed in 
which the pedagogue was not, in fome degree, the 
objeft' of both; yet, on extraordinary occafions, 
when the paflion;of anger had raged very high, the* 
remiffion: was ufually^ longer, and ib was the cafe at 
prefent.; for ihe continued longer in a ilate of affabi*^- ^ 
lity, after this fit of jealoufy was ended, than \\tp 
huiband had ever known before ; and, had it not been 
iofT /t;uae little . exercifes, which all the followers of 

D 3 ^ • Xan- 
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Xantippe are obliged to perform daily, Mr. Partridge 
would have enjoyed a peife^ ferenity of ieveral months. 

Perfect calms at fea are always fufpe^led by the ex- 
,pcrienced mariner to be the fore-runners of a ftorm > 
and I knoXrfome perfoQs, who, without being genft- 
raily the devotees of fuperflition, are apt to appre<^ 
kendy that great and unufual peace or tranquillity 
will be attended with its oppoiite. For which realRm . 
the ancients vlML, on fuch occafions, to facrifice to 
the goddefs NemeHs ; a derty who was thought by 
them to look with ai) invidious eye on human felicity^ 
and to have a peculiar d«light in overturning it. 
. As we are very far Jrom believing in any fuch hea* 
t^en goddefs, or from, encouraging any laperftition« 
i'o yre wiih Mr. John Fr— — — — -, or fome other fuch 
philofopher, would beftir himself a little, in order to 
£nd out the real caufe of this fudden traniition, from 
good to bad fortune, which hath been fo often remark, 
ed, and of which, we (hall proceed to give an inHance ; 
for it is our province to relate, fadts, and we fhall leave 
caufes to perfons of much higher genius. 

Mankind hk\e always taken great delight in know- 
ing and defcanting on the actions of others. Hence 
ihere have been, in all ages and nations, certain places 
.iet apart for public rendezvous, where the curious 
might meet, and {atisfy their mutual cu^riofity. 
Among thefe. the barbers (hops have juftly borne the 
pre-eminence. Among the Greeks, barbers news was 
a proverbial expreiSon ; and Horace, in one of hit 
epiflles, makes honourable mention of the Roman 
barbers in the fame light. 

Thofe of England are known to be no wife inferior 
to their G^reek or Roman predeceflbrs. You there fee 
ibreign affairs difcufied m a manner little inferior to 
that with which they are handled in the coffee-houfe.s i 
and domei^ic occurrences are much more largely and 
freely treated ii^ the former, than in the latter. But 
this fcrves only for the men. Now, whereai the fe* 
males of this country, efpecially thofe of the lower 
f^dcT, do affociate themfelve^ much more tha^ thoie 
of other nations, our polity wonld be Mghly defi* 
cknt;r if they ha4 fiot 4ome place iftt apart Ukewiiii 

fer 
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for the ittdalgeace of their carioiity^ feeing' they are 
in this no way inferior to the other half of the fpecies. 

In enjoying, therefore, fuch^ place of rendezvous,-, 
the Britifh fair ought to eileem themfelves more happyi^ 
than any of their foreign lifters ; as I do not rememf- 
ber either (o have read in.hiftory, pr to have feen, iit * 
my travels,, any thing of the like kind. 

This place then i^ no other than the chandler*s-ihop ;. 
tile known feat of all the news $ or, as it is vulgarly 
called, goifiping, in every parii^ in £ngland<^ 

^Mts, Partridge being one day at this aflembly of fe- 
males, wa$ aiked.by one of her neighbours, if ihe 
had heard no- news lately of Jenny Jones ? To whtcV 
flic anfwered in the negative. Upon this, the other- 
replied, with a fmile. That the parifli was very m\ich> 
obliged to her for having turned Jenny away as ike 
did. 

_ Mrs. Partridge, whofe jealoufy_, as the reader -welU 
knows, was long fince cured* *and who had no other 
quarrel to her maid, anfwered boldly, (he did not' 
kukovf any obligation the .pari/h had to her on that ac- 
count ; for flie believed Jenny had fcaroe left her eq^ual 

behind her. 

* Ng, truly,' faid the goffip, *I hope not, though I* 
' fancy we have fluta enough too. Then you hay« not^ 
' ^rd, it^eems, that ibe hath been brought to bed 

' of two baftards j but as they are not born here, my 

* huft^d* *»d the other overfeer, fays, we fball not 
.* be obliged, to keep them.* 

* Twsp baftards r anfwered Mrs. Partridge haftily, \ 

• you furpwze me. I ^on't know whether we muil 
' koey Xh^m ; bvt I jam fvixe they muft have been ber 
' gtfttm here ; for the wench hath not been nine 
' Aiositb^ goue aw»y,' 

Northing caA be- fo quick ^d fudden as the opera* 
'dons of the mind, efpcciaily when hope, or fear, or 
fCjhloBfy* to which the two others are but journeymen, 
kt k to work. It occurred inftantly to her, that Jenn^r 
ihftd CcATCQ ever been out of her own honfe, while 
jflie livai with her* The leaning over the chair, the 
ibdden jftartijBg up, the Latin, the fmite, and many 
Other thln^s^ ruihed upon her all atonc^. The fatisfac- 
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lion her hnlband exprefled in the departure of Jenny, 
appeared now to be only diflembled ; againr^ in the 
fame inftanr, to be real ; bat yet (to confirm htr jea- 
lottfy») proceeding from fatiety, and a hnndred other 
bad caii4s. In a word, (he was convuiced of her huf- 
band'. guUt, and immediately left tke affembly in 
confunon. 

As fair Grimalkin^ who, though the youngeft of 
tho fejine family, degenerates not in ferocitv from th^ 
elder branches of her hoafe> and thoagh inferior in 
ilrcngth, is equal in fierceneft to the nobler Tiger 
himfelfy when a little monfe, whom.it hath long tor^ 
mented in fport, efcapes from her dutches, for a 
while frets, fcolds, growls, fwears ; but if the trunk, 
or box, behind which the moufe lay hid, be again re^ 
^cved, (he Dies like lightning on her prey, and, with 
envenomed wrath, bites, fcratches, mumbles, and 
tears the little animaL 

Not with left fury did Mrs* Partridge fly on tlxe 
poor pedagogue. Her tongue, teeth, ami hands, fell 
all upon him at once. His wig was in an inHant torn 
from his head, his ihirt from his back, and from his 
face defcended £ve ftreams of blood, denoting the 
number of claws with which nature had unhappily 
l^'med the enemy. 

Mr. Partridge aded for folne time on the delenfiy^ 
only ; indeed he attempted only to guard his face witlk 
his hands ; hut as he found that his antagonift abated 
nothing of her imge, he thought he might, at leafl> 
^ endeavour to difarm her, or rather to confine her ar6is ; 
in doing which, her cap fell off in the ibniggle, and 
her hair being too fhort to reach her fhoulders, erected 
itfelf on her head ; her flays likewife, which were laced 
througli one fingle hole at the bottom, burft open '^ 
and her breafls, which were much more redundant 
^than her hair, hung down below her middle ; her face 
was likewife marked with the blood of- her hufband ; 
her teeth gnafhed with rage $ and Ere, fuch as fparklea 
from a fmith's forge, darted from her eyes.. So that» 
altogether, this Amazonian heroine might have been 
an objea of terror to a much bcdder man thaa Mr* 
Partridges 
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He had, dt length, the good fortune, by ^tting> 
poiTefiion of her arms, to render thofe weapons, which* 
&e wore at the ends of her fingers, afelefs ; which ihe 
no foonerperceivcd^ thanthe foftnefsof^her fex pre*' 
vailed over her rage, and fhe prefently diffolved in.' 
tears, which -foon^afterconcltkled in a fit. 

That fmall ihare of fenfe which Mr. Partridge had? 
Mtherto^preferved through this fcene of fury, of the 
can fe of which he wa» hitherto ignorant, now utter] 3f> 
abandoned- him* He ran inftantiy^into the Areet, .hal-- 
iooing out/.- that his wife was in the agonies of death,- 
and befedchifig the neighbours to fly with^ the utmofh 
hafte tQ her afiiftance. Several good women obeyed* 
his fummons, who entering his houfe, and applying 
the ufual remedies oir fuch occaiioys, Mrs. Partridge' 
was, at length,' to the great j^ of her hufband,* 
brought to herlhlf. 

As foon as ihe had a little recolleded her fpirits^^- 
and fomewhat compofed herfelf with a cordial, Ihe 
began toinlbrm the company of the manifold injuries^ 
file had received from her hufband ; who, (he faid. 
Was not content to injure her in her bed; but, upon' 
her upbraiding him with it,^ had treated her in the 
cruelleft manner imaginable; had torn her, cap and- 
bair from- her heady and her ftays from her body ; giv-_ 
ing her, at the fame time, feveral blows, the marks of 
which (he fhould carry to the grave. 

The poor man, who bore on his face many ahd^ 
more . viiible marks of- the indignation of his wife, 
ftood in filent aftonilhment at this accufation ; which^- 
the reader will, I believe, bear witnefs for him, had 
greatly exceeded the- truth ; for indeed he had not*''- 
ftruck her once ; and this filence being interpreted tor - 
he a confeffion of- the charge, by the whole courts - 
ihey all began* at once, ufta *voee, to rebuke and re* 
vile him, repeating often, that none but a coward*^ 
ever ftruck a woman. 

Mr. Partridge bore all this patiently ; but when4ii* 
wife appealed to the blood on her*face, as an^ evidence 
of his barbarity, he could not help laying claim to 
hiis own blood, fbr (b k really was ; as he thought it 
very unnatural, that this ihould rife up. (as we i^re 
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taogfat that of a maidered pcarfoA often dotb) in ven* 
gesuict againft him. 

To this the women made no other anfwer> than that 
it was pity it had not come from his heart, inftead of 
his face ; all declaring, that if thehr haibands fliooki 
lift their hands againft them, they would have thair 
Jiearts-bloodt out of their bodies. 

After much admonition for what was paft, and mudi 
Ifood adrite to Mr. Partridge for his foture bchavioar, 
t^ie company at length departed, and left the hu&and 
and wife to a perfonal conference together, tn whick 
Mr. Partridge ibon learned the cavfe of all hLs fi^fter* 
ings. 

CHAP. y. 

Containing much matter to exercife the judgment ^ttwd Yifitc^ 

thn tfthe retuler. 

I Believe it is a true obfervation, that iew leiyets are 
divulged to one perfon only ; but certainly, ic 
would be next to a miracle* that a fad of this kind 
fhould be known to a whole parKh, and not tcaATptre 
any farther. 

And, indeed, a very few days Had paft, before the 
country, to ufe a common phrafe, rui^g'Of the IchooU 
mafler of Little-Baddington ; who was faid to have 
beaten his wife in the moft cruel manner* Nay, ia 
fome places, it was reported he had murdered her ; in 
others, that he had broke her arms ; in others, her 
legs ; in fliort, there was fcarce any injury which can 
be done to a human creature, but what Mrs. Partridge 
was fomewhere or other affirmed to have received frost 
her huiband. 

The caufe of this quarrel was likewife varioufly re« 
ported ; as iovi^ people faid that Mrs. Partridge had 
caught her huiband in bed with his maid, ib man/ 
other reafons, of a very different kind, went abroad. 
Nay, fome transferred the guilt to the wife, and the 
jcaloufy to the huiband. . 

Mrs. Wiikins had long ago heard of this quarrel ^ 
butj as a diferent catui; from (he true one had 
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fetched her^ears> fhethooght proper to conceal it; 
and the rather^ perhaps, as the blame was uiiiverfally 
laid en Mr. Partridge ; and his wife, when ihe wa$ 
ferrant to Mr. Allworthy, had in fomething offended 
Mrs, WiHcins, who was not of a very forgiving tern* 

Jpcr. 

But Mrs. Wilkins, whofe eyes could fee objefls at 

a diftance, and who could very well look forward a 
few years into futurity, had perceived a flrong likeli- • 
hood of Captain Blifil's being hereafter her mailer ; 
and, as fhe plainly difcemed, that the captain bore 
no great good-will to the little foundling, ihe fan* 
cied it would be rendering him an ameable fervicc, 
if (he could make any difcoveries that mi^t leilen 
the afFe£tion which Mr. Allwortby feemed to hav^ 
contraded for this child, and which gave vifible an- 
eafinefs to the captain ; who could not entirely con'^ 
ceal it even before Allworthy htmfelf ; though his 
wife, who a6ted her part much better in public, fre- 
quently recommended to him her own exaxftple, 0/ 
conniving at the folly of her brother, which, fbe faid, 
ihe at Icaft as well perceived, and as much rcfented 
as any other poffiWy could. 

Mrs. Wilkins having therefore, by accident, got- 
tpn a true fccnt of the above ftory, though long 
after it had happened, failed not to fatisfy herfelf 
thoroughly of ail the particulars ; and then acquaint- 
ed the captain, that (he had at laft difcovered the true 
father of the little baflard, which (he was forry, flie 
faid, to fee her mafter lofe his reputation in the coun- 
try, by taking fo much notice of. 

The captain chid her for the conclufion of her 
fpeech, as an improper a(riirance in judging of her 
mafter's adlions : for if hit honour, or his underftand- 
ing, would have fufTered the captain to make an alli- 
ance with Mrs. Wilkins, his pride would by no means 
have admitted it. And, to fay the truth, there is no 
conduft lefs politic, than" to enter into any confede- 
racy with your friend's fervants, againft their mafter. 
For, by thefe means, you afterwards become the 
flave of thefc very fervants ; by whom you* are con- 
ftantly liable to be betrayed. And this confideration, 
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«erlupi, it was which prevented captaia Bliiil from 
being more explicit with Mrs. Wilkins. ; or from en^ 
couraging the abufe which ihe had beftowed on All- 
worthy, 

But though he declared no fatisfafUon to Mrs. Wil- 
kins at this difcovery, he enjoyed not a little from it 
in his own mind« and refolved to make the bcft ufe of 
it he was able. 

Ue kept this matter a long time concealed within 
his own breaft, in hopes that Mr. AUworthy might 
hear it from fome other perfon ; but Mrs. Wilkinsj 
whether (he refented the captain's behaviour^ or whe- 
ther his canning was beyond her, and fhe feared the 
difcovery mi^ht difpleafe him, never afterwards open- 
ed her lips about the matter. 

I have thought it fomewhat ftrange, upon reilec-* 
^lon, that the houfe-keeper never acquainted Mrs. 
Blifil with this news, as women are more inclix^d to 
communicate all pieces of intelligence to their own 
fex, than to ours« The only way, as it appears to me» 
cf folving this di£iculty, is;,. by imputing it to that 
diilance which was now grown between the lady and 
the houfe-keeper : whether this arofe from a jea- 
loufy in Mrs. filifil, that Wilkins (hewed too great a 
refpe£l to the foundling ; for while (he was endea- 
vouring to ruin the little infant, in order to ingratiate 
herfelf with the captain, (he was every day more and 
more commending it before AUworthy, as his fond- 
nefs for it every day increafed. This, notwithi^and- 
ing all the care (he took at other times to exprefs the 
- dired contrary to Mrs. Blifil, perhaps offended that 
delicate lady, who certainly now hated Mrs. Wilkirs ; 
and though (he did not, or poflibly cpuld not, abfo- 
lately remove her from her place, (he found, however, 
tke means of making her life very uneafy. This 
Mrs. Wilkins, at length, fo refented, that fte very 
openly (hewed all manner of refpedl. and fondnefs to 
little Tommy, in oppoiition to Mrs, BlifiL 

The captain, therefore, finding the (lory in dan- 
|;er of perilhing, at laft took an opportunity to reveal 
xrhim(elf« 

He 



He was one day engaged wkh^ Mr. Allworthy in. 
a difcoarfe t>n' charity : m wkich the captain, witH 
great learning, pfoved to Mr. AUwortky, that the 
word charity 'Ui'fcripture> ao where means heneftcencd 
€»r. generofky. , 

' The chviftiair jdigtosy' he faid^ 'was mfHtoted 
^ for mnek nobler purpofes) thao'to enforce a leiToit 
' which many heathen philoibphers had ' taught us 
' long before, and^ which, though it might perhaps 

* be called a ntoral virtue^ favoured bat little of that 
'- fublimr chviftian-like difpofition, that vaft elevation 
' of thought, in purity approaching to angelic per-^ 
'- le£lion> to be attained, expreiTed, and felt only by 
•• grace. Thofe (he faid) came nearer to the fcrip- 
*' ture meaning, who underilood by it candour, or the 

* forming of ie benevolent opinion of our brethren; 
' and pamng a favourable jtudgment on their adions y 
*■ a virtue mach'.hieher, and more exten£ve in its na<^ 
' ture, than a pitiful diftribution of alms, which; 
^ though we would never fo much- prejudice,., or even 
' ruin our. families, could never reach many ; whereas 
^ charity, in the other and truer, fenfe, might be ex- 
^ tended to all mankind.-' 

He faid,. ' Considering who the diiciples were, it 

* would be abfurd to conceive the do^rine of gene- 

* rofity, or giving alms, to have been- preached to 
' them. And, as we could not well imagine this doc-^ 

* trine fhould be preached by its divine Author' to 

* men who could not prafiife it,, much lefs ihall we 
< think it uiiderftood fo by thofe who can pradife it, 

* and do not. 

^ But though,' continued he, * there is, I am 

* afraid, little mer-it in thefe benefadlions ; there 

* would, I muft confefs, be much pleafure in them to 
' a good mind, if it was not abated by one confide- 
' ration. I mean, that we are liable to be impofed 

* upon, and to confer pur choicefl favours often on 

* the undeferving, as you muft own was your cafe in 

* your bounty to that worthlefs fellow Partridge ; 

* for two or three fuch examples muft greatly leffen 
' the inward fatisfadion, \Vhich a good man would 

* otherwif<r find in gen^rofity ^ nay> may even make 
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iim tttBOEnuu in hekmmg, left 'lie*Aotlld be giitty 
of fopporting vice, and tncounguLg the \v4ci6td ) 
a crime of a <very black dye^ and for wliick it will 
by ao ntans be a fnfficieiit excafe, tbat we h«re oot 
aAoally intended fuch an enconragemeat ; iinlefs we 
itare lued the utmoft caution in chafing the objeds 
of oiHT beneficence* A coiifideratkm wiiich, I make 
no doubt, hath gready checked the liboraiky of many 
atmthyandpToosmaii.' 

Mr« AUworthy anlwered^ * He could not difpate 
with the ctptain in the Greek language, and there* 
fore cottld fay nothing as to the true fenfe «f the 
word which is tranflated charity ; bnt that he had 
always thon^t it was interpreted 'to ooAftft>in adion, 
and thatgin^g alms conftitnted at leaft4)ne branch 
of that virtae* 

' As to the meidtorioQs part, he faid, he rea&Iy 
a^eed mth the cs^tain ; for where could be the me- 
rit of barely difcharging a duty ; which he faid, let 
the word charity have what conftrudion it wonld, it 
iafficietttly appeared to be from the whole tenor of 
the New Teftament ? And as he thought it an indif- 
penfable duty, enjoined both by the chriilian |aw« 
and by the law of nature itfelf ^ fo was it withal fo 
pleafant, that if any duty could be faid to be its own 
Teward, or to pay us while we are difcharging it, it 
was this. 

• To confefs the truth,* faid he, ' there is one de- 
gree of generoiity, (of charity I would have called 
it) which feems to have fome fhew of merit, and 
that is, where from a principle of benevolence, and 
chrifUan iove, we beflow on another^what we really 
want ourfelvcs ; where, in order to leflen the dil- 
treffes of another, we condefcended to (hare fome part 
of them, by giving what even our own neceffities 
cannot well fpare. This is, I think, meritorious ; 
but to relieve our brethren only with our fuper- 
fluities ; to be charitable (I muft ufe the word) ra^ 
ther at the expence of our coffers than ourfelves ; 
to fave fevcral families from mifery rather than hang 
up an extrajordinary piAure in our houies, or gratify 
any other idle, ridiculous vanity, this feenw to be 
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mfy being kvaanzn cteatotes. Nay» I mil Te&ti^re 
to ^ farther y it is being in ^Mne4egpee epicures : 
for ndbat could the gresteft ejMcure wiih ratoer tkatt 
to eat with many mouths mftead of one ; which I 
think may be predicated of a^ny one who knows 
that the bread of many is owing to his own largefies ? 
' Al 10 the approhcsiltQn «f betoiring boanty od 
fttch as may hereafter prove unworthy obje&s, be- 
caafe mcuiy have proved fadi ; fni^ly it can never 
deter 4 «good man frt»m generoiity : nor do I think 
a few or many examples of ingratitude can juftify 
a man's iuirdening his heart againft thediftrefies of 
his fellow-«creatures ; nor do I believe it can ever 
have fnch t&€ton a truly benev<^ent mind. Nothing 
Icfs ^an a perfuafion of univerfal depravity can lock 
up the charity of a good man $ and this perfuafion 
maft lead him, I tnink» either into atheifm^ or 
en^«£ia.fm ; but furely it is unfair to argue fuch 
umverial -depravky from a few vicious individuals ; 
nor was thu» I believe, ever done by a man, who 
upon iearching his^ own mind found one certain ex- 
ception to the general rnllk^ He then concluded by 
a&ingy < who that Partridge was, whom he had caUea 
a-worthlefs fellow ?** • 

' I mean, iaid the captain. Partridge the barber,, 
the fchooimafter, what do you call him ? Partridge, 
the father of the little child which you found in 
^ur bed.^ 

Mr. AUworthy ex^prtk great furprize at this ac- 
count, and the captain as great at his ignorance of it : 
for he faid he had kno^vn it above a month, and at 
length recolle^ed with much^i^culty that hewias told 
it by Mrs. Wilkins^ 

Upon this, Wilkins was immediately fummoned, 
who having confirmed what the captain had faid, was 
^y Mr. AUworthy, by and with the captain's advice, 
tlifpatched to Little Baddington, to infwm herfelf of 
the truth of the fadl : for the captain expreft great dif- 
Vike at all hafty proceedings in criminal matters, and 
faid he would by no means have Mr. AUworthy take 
any refolution either to the prejudice of the child or its 
father^ bcforC'he was &tisfied tliat the latter was guilty: 
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for tbottgh he had privately fatisked himfelf of this 
from one of Partridge^s neighboars, yet he was tod 
geAerottS to give any uich evi^nce toMr* AUworthy. 

C H Av F. VI. 

9^he trial of Pitrtpidgi, the JchoolmMfter, fir inewtituncy ; 
thi ruidcMce of his tvi/e ;- afifwt refleSion cm the wj- 
dom tf our lotus ; tvith othef gretve matters^ iiebich 
thofe will like heft who underftaud thtm wscfi. ■ 

]'JV may be wondered that a ftory fo well knowcy 
and which had furni fixed fo- much matter of con-^ 
verfation, fhould never have been mentioned tor 
Mr. AUworthy himfelf, who was perhaps the only per-^ 
fon in that oountry who had never heard of it. 

To account in fome meafare for this to the reader^ 
I think proper to inform him that there was no one in* 
the kingdom lefs intereiled in oppoiing that do^bine 
concerning the meaning of the wofd charity, which 
hath been feen in the preceding chapter,, than our good 
man. Indeed, he was eqjiially in titled to this virtue in 
either fenfe : for as no man was ever more feniible of 
the wants, or more ready to relieve the diilreiTes of 
others, fo none could be more tender of their cha- 
raders, o» flower to believe any thing to their dif-^ 
advantage.- 

Scandal, therefore, never found any accefs to his 
table;., for as it hath been long fince obferved, that 
you may know, a man- by his companions ; fo I wiU 
ventui;e to fay, that by attending to the converfation 
at a great man's table,, you may fatLsfy yourfelf of his 
religion, his politics, his tafle, and indeed of his en- 
tire difpoiition : for though, a few odd fellows will-utter 
their own fentiments in all places, yet much the greater 
part of mankind have enough of the courtier to ac- 
commodate their converfation to thetaile and incli* 
nation of their fuperiors. 

£ut to return to Mrs, Wilkins, who having exe- 
cuted her commiffion with great difpatch, though at 
fifteen miles diftance, brought back fuch a confir- 
mation of the fchoolma&er's guilt, that Mr^ All-r 
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worthy determined to fend for the criminal, and exa* 
mioe him <vrua *o»ce* Mr; Partridge, therefore-, was 
fummoned to attend, itt order to his defence (if he 
could make any) afi^ainftthis accofatSon^ 

At the timf? appomted, before Mr. A II worthy him- 
felf, at Paradife-haU, came as well the faid Partridge, 
with Anne his wife,* as Mrs. Wilkins his accafer« 

And now Mr. Allw<»rthy being feated in the chair of 
jalUce, Mr. Partridge was brought before him. 
Having heard his accufation from the mouth of 
Mrs. Wilkins, he pleaded not guilty, making many 
vehement proteftations of his innocence. 

Mrs. Partridge was then examined, who, after ft. 
modeft apology for being obliged to fpeak the trut6 
againU her hufband, related all the circomftances witK 
which the "reader hath already been acquainted : ancl 
at laft concluded with her hnfband's c6nfeffioii>of Yak 
guilt. 

Whether fhe had forgiven him or no> I will not 
venture to determine : but it is certain', ihc was ani 
unwilling witnefs in this caufe \ and, it is probable^ 
from certain other reafons, would never have- beeit 
brought to depofe as ihedid, had not Mrs. Wilkins^ 
with ereat art, fiihed all out of her, at her own houfe, 
and nad Ihe not indeed ^made promifes in Mr. All- 
worthy's name, that the puniihment of her huiband 
ihoula not be fuch as might any wife affed his family. 

Partridge ftill periiiled ia aiTerting hi^ innocence, 
though he admitted he had made the above-mentioned 
^onfeffion ; which he however endeavoured to accouat 
for, by proteiliiig that he was forced into it by the 
continued importunity (he ufed, who vowed, that aa 
ihe was fore of his guilt, ihe would' never teave tor- 
tftentuig him till he had owned it,, and faithfully pro- 
xmfed, that in fuch cafe, fhe would never mention it to 
him more. Hence, he ^id, he had been induced 
fal&ly taconiefs kimfelf guilty, theugh^he wasinno- 
cent ; and that he believed he fhould have confeft a 
tnurder from the fame motive. 

Mrs. Partridige could not bear this imputation with 
patience ; and having no other remedy, m^ the preient 
place« but tearsj^ il^e called forth a^ plentiful amilasce 
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irom them, aad. tbea addidEo^.iicriftir to Mr. AlU 
worthy^ iht faid* (or nther^ crted) ' May it pleafc 
j'Qur worihip, thcrft never wa» any poor woman (o 
mjuTjed as I am by that hafe man^ for this is not the 
only, iallance of his falihood to me. No^ may it 
pleaf^ your worflup«. he hath injured my bed many*s 
the good time and often* I could have pi^t up with 
his orunkenneA and nefflcd of his bn^neis, if he 
had not broke one of the iacre4 tommandiments* 
Beiides, if it had been oat of doors I had not mat- 
tered it fo much ; but with my own fervant^ in mj 
own houfe^ under my own roof; to dehle my owa 
chaile bed> which to be fure he hath with his beaflly 
Ainking whores. Yesj y<^u villain, you have de£led 
my own bed, you have; and theiv you have charged 
me with buUocking you into owning the trath. 
It is very likely^ an't pleafe your war/hip^ that I 
ihould buHock him.— -1 have marks enow about my 
body to ihew of his cruelty to me. If you had 
been a man, yon villain^ you would have fcorned td- 
injure a woman in.that manner* But you an't half a 
man, you know it«-— Nor have you been half a huf- 
band to me. You need run after whores^ you need» 
when Vm fure ■ And iince he provoked me» 

I. am ready, an't pleafe yonr worship, to take my 
bodily oath, that I &und them in a bed tog^^ther. 
What, you have forgot, I fuppofe, when you . beat 
me into a fit, and made the blood run down my 
forehead, becauie I only civilly taxed you with yoar 
adultery ! but I can prove it by ail my nei^hboara* 
Yon have almoft broke my hearty, you hav^ yoe 
have/ 

Here Mr. Allworthy interrttpted* and begged her 
to be pacified, promiiing her that ihe (honlil have 
jnftice; then turning to Partridge, who Hood aghaH, 
one half ofhis wits being hurried away hy furprize and 
the other half by fear,, he faid; he was forry to fee 
ihere was (o wicked a man in the world. He aflUrcd 
him, that his prevaricating and lying bacbwnni and 
ibrward was a great aggravation of hia guUt; for 
^hich, the only atonement he could make was bv 
«QnEpiBon and repentance* He exhorted hija« therd^ 

fore« 
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fore, to begin by immediately confeSing the fkik, and 
not to perufl in denying what was fo' plainly proved 
againfl him, even by his own wife- 
Here, reader, I beg your patknce a moment,, 
while I make a juft compliment to the great wifdom 
and fagacity of our law, which refafes to admit the. 
eyidence of a wife for or againft her hufband. This, 
fays a certain learned author, who, I believe, was never 
quoted before in any but a law-book, would be the 
means of creating an eternal diflention between them* 
It would, indeed, be the means of much perjury, and 
of mack whipping, fining, imprifoning, tranfporting> 
and hanging. 

Partridge ftood a while iilent, till being bid to fpeak, 
he faid, he had already fpoken the truth, and appealed" 
to heaven for his innocence, and lafily, to the girl 
herfelf, whom he defired his worihip immediately to 
fend for ; for he was ignorant, or at leail pretendea tOi 
be fo', that ike had len that part of the country. 

Mr. Allworthy, whofe natural love of juflice, joined^ 
to his coolnefs of temper, made him always a moft. 
patient magiftrate in hearing all the witnefies which 
an accufed perfon could produce in his defence, agreed 
to defer iiis final determination of this matter, till the 
trrivai of Jenny, for whom he immediately difpatched^ 
a Bieflenger ; and then having recommended peace be- 
tween Partridge and his wile (though he addreffed him. 
felf chiefly to the wrong perfon) he appointed them to 
attend again the third dav : for he had fent Jenny a 
whole day's journey from his owq houfe.. 

At the appointed time the parties all aiTembled, when 
the meiiei^r returning brought word, that Jenny waa 
&ot to be j^nd : for that fhe had left her habitation a 
few days before, in company with a recruiting officer. 

Mr. Allworthy then declared, that the evidence of 
fuch a flat as (he apj^eared to be, would have deferved. 
v^Q credit ; but he laid he could not help thinking that' 
had fhe been prefent, and would have declared tK^ 
truth, fte muft have confirmed what fo many cir« 
tmiiftances» together with his owiv cbnfei&on,.and the 
declaration of his wife, that ihe had caught her> hufi.. 
band in the fa^^ did fu£c]ien:tly prove, lie therefore 
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once more exhorted Partridge to confefs ; but he ftiU 
avowine his innocence^ Mr. Allworthy declared him* 
felf fatisficd of his guiit^ and that he was too bad a 
man to receive any encouragement from him. He 
therefore deprived him of his annuity, and recoiA'^ 
mended repentance to him, on account of another 
world, and indullry to maintam himfelf and his wife 
in this.. 

There were not, perhaps, many more unhappy per* 
fons than poor Partridge. He had lod the befl part 
Qf his income by the evidence of his wife, anid yet 
was daily upbraided by her for havJAg, among othen 
things, been the occafion of depriving her of that 
benefit ; but fuch was his fortune^ and he was obliged 
to fubmit to it. 

Though I called him poor Partridge, in the laft 
paragraph, I would hav£ the reader rather impute 
that epithet to thf compaffion of my temper, than con<^ 
ceive it to be any declaration of his innocence. Whe-* 
ther he was innocent or not, will perhaps appear here* 
after ; but if the hifloric Mufe hath entrnfted me with 
any fecrets, I will by no means be guilty of difcovering. 
them till ihe ihall give me leave. 

Here, therefore, the readeit-muft fufpend his cariofity;^ 
Certain it is, that whatever was the truth of the cafe,. 
there was evidence more than, fufficient to conviA him 
before Allworthy; indeed much lefs would have fatis- 
£ed a bench of juftices on an order of baftardy ; and 
yet notwithltanding the pofltivenefs of Mrs. Partridge, 
who would have taken the facrament upon tlie mattery 
there is a poflibility that the fchoolmafter was entirely 
innocent : for. though it appeared clear, on comparing 
the time when Jenny departed from Little Baddington, 
with that of her delivery, that (he had there conceived 
this infant, yet it by no means followed, of neceflity, 
that Partridge mull have been its father : for to omit 
other particulars, there was in the fame houfe a lad 
Bear eighteen, between whom and Jenny, there had 
fubiifted fufficient intimacy to found a. reafonable 
fiifpicion ; and yet, fo blind is jealoufy, this circam- 
ftance neier once entered into :hc head of the enraged 
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Whether Partridge repented or not^ according to 
Mr. Allworthy*s aovice, is not fo apparent. Certain 
it is, that his wife repented heartily of the evidence 
ihe had eiven agatnft him ; efpecially when ihe found 
Mrs. Deborah had deceived her, ^nd refufed to make 
any application to Mr. Allworthy on her behalf. Sht 
had, however, foimewhat better fuccefs with Mrs. Bliiil, 
who was, as the reader muft have perceived, a muck 
better tempered woman ; and very kindly undertook 
to folicit her brother to reftore the annuity. In which, 
though good nature might have fome ibare^ yet a 
ftronger and more natursu motive will appear in the 
next chapter. 

Thefe folicitations were neverthelefs unfuccefsful s 
for thongh Mr. Allworthy did not think, with fome 
late writers, that mercy coniifts only in pnniihing of- 
fenders ; yet he was as far from thinking that it is 
proper to this excellent quality to pardon great crimi- 
nals wantonly, without any reafon whatever. Any 
doubtfulnefs of the fadt, or any circumHance of miti* 
gation was never diliregarded ; but the petitions of an 
offender, or the interceffions of others, did not in the 
leaH 2ffe6t him. In a word, he never pardoned, be. 
cavfe the offender himfelf, or his friends, were unwil* 
ling that he (hould be punifhed. 

Partridge and his wife were therefore both obliged 
to fttbmit to their fate ; which was indeed fevere 
enough ; for fo far was he from doubling his induflry 
on the account of his lefiehed income, that he did in a 
manner abandon himfelf to deijpair ; and as he was by 
Mature indolent, that vice now mcreafed upon him, by 
which means he loft the Uttle fchdol he had ; fo that 
neither his wife nor himfelf would have had any bread 
to eat, had not the charity of fome good chriftian in- 
terpofed, and provided them with woat was juft fuf- 
ftcient for their fuftenance. 

As this fnpport wa) conveyed to them by. an un- 
known hand, they imagined, and fo, I doubt not, 
will the reader, that Mr. Allworthy himfelf was their 
fecret benefadbor ; who, though he would not openly 
encourage vice, could yet privately relieve the diftrefles 
^f the Vicious tkemfelves, when thef(f became too ex* 

q^uiiite 
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c^uifite aod difprmortlonate to their demerit. In which 
light, their wretcn^dnefs appeared now to Fortune her- 
ielf ; for ihe at length took pity on this miferable 
couple, and confidend>ly kflened the wretched ftate 
of Partridge, by pnttine a final end to that of his wif<e, 
who foon aficer caught (he fmali-pox, and died. 
. The jttftice which Mr. AUworthy had executed OA 
Partridge, at firft met with univeffal approbation i 
but no fooner had he lelt iti confequences, than hit 
neighbours began to relent, and to compaffionate hit 
cafe ; and preiently after, to blame that as rigour and 
feverity, which they befim called juftice. Iney now 
exclaimed againft punifhing in cold blood, and fang 
forth the praifes of mercy «td forgiren^fs. 

Thefe cries were confiderably increafed by the death 
of Mrs. Partridge, which, though owing to the dif- 
temper above-mentioned, which is no confequence 0/ 
poverty or diibefs, many were not a&amed to imputt 
to Mr. AUworthy ^s feverity, or, as thisy now termed 
it, cruelty. 

Partridge, having now loft his wife, his fehool, axrd 
his annuity, and the unknown pcrfon having now dif- 
continued the laft-mentioned charity, relblved to 
change the fcene, and left the countnr, where he was 
in danger of ftarving with the univerial compai&on (rf 
idl his neighbours. 
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^ Jhmt Jkeub of that felicity nviicb prudent tottpUi majn 
€Xtrutt from hatred ; tvifh a Jhort apology for thojk ff9* 
pie 'who over-'lodA imperfe^ions in their friendu 

THOUGH the captain had elTedually demo« 
liihed poor Partridge, yet had he not reaped 
the harveft he hoped fcMr, which was to turn the found- 
ling out of Mr. Allworthy^s houfe. 

On the contrary, that gentleman grew every dajP 
fonder of ILttle Tonimy^ as if he intended to coun- 
terbalance his feverity to* the fatlter with extraordinary 
fondnefs and afi«^ion iowar45 the fon. 
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This a good deal foured the captain's temper, as 
did all the other daily infhinces of Mr. AHworthy's 
peneroiity : for he looked on all fuch fargefTes to bd 
diminutions of his own wealth. 

In this, we hare faid^ he did not a^:ree with hii 
wife ; nor, indeed, in aaay thiftg elfe : for though ait 
affeftien placed on the underftanding is, by many wiftj 
nerfons^ thooght mare durable than that which il 
founded on beauty, yet it happened otherwife in th« 
prefent cafe. Nay, the underftandings of this couple 
were their principal bone of contention, and one great 
caufe' of many quarreb, which- from time to time id^t 
bctw*Ben them ; and which at laft ended, on the fid^ 
of the lady, in a fot^ereign contempt for her hufband ; 
And on the hn/band's, m an utter abhorrence of his 
wife. 

As theft had both exercifed their talcntschiefty in 
the ftudy of divinity, this was, from their firft aci 
quaintance, the'moftcommt)n,ttjpicof converfation be* 
tween them. The captain, like a well*- bred man, had, 
tcfore marriage, always given up his opinion to that 
of the lady : alid this, iiot in the clutt»fy attkward 
tnannerof a conceited blockhead, who, wlifile heciviH]^ 
yields to a fuperior in an argument, is deflrous of be-i 
mg fHll known to think himfe?f in the right. Th^ 
captain, on the contrary, though one^ the proitdeft 
fellows in the world, fo abfolntcly yielded the viftory 
to his antagonift, that fhe, who had ttdt the leafb doubt 
^fhis iincerity, rerired always from^he difpute, with 
an admiration of her own underftaitding, and a lOve 
•for his. 

But tht>tig1i thSs cdrnplaifance to ohc whom th« 
'Captain thoroughly defpi4d, was not fo uneafy to him, 
*8 it would have been, had any hopes of preferment 
made it necctfary to ihew the fame fubmiffion to a 
Hoadley, or to Tome other of great reputation in the 
'fcience, yet even this coft him too much to be endured 
Without fome motive. Matrimony, therefore, having 
removed all fuch motives, he grew weary of his con- 
defcenfion, and began to treat the opinions of his wifb 
^ith that ha:ughtinefs and infoicnce, which oonc but 

thole 
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thofe who deCtrvc fome contempt themfelves can be- 
ttowg and thofe only who deferve no contempt can 
bear. 

When the firil torrent of tendernefs was over, and 
when, in the calm and long interval between the fits, 
reafon began to open the eyes of the lady, and (he faw 
this alteration of behaviour in the captain, who, at 
length, anfwerftd all her arguments only^ with piih and 
p(haw, (he was far from enduring the indignity witk 
a tame fubmiflion* Indeed it at^S fo highly provoked 
her, that it might have produced fome tragical event, 
had it not taken a more harn^lefs turn, by filling her 
with the utmoft contempt for her hafband's under- 
Handing, which fomewhat qualified her hatred towardi 
]iim ; though of this likewife ihe had a pretty mode-, 
rate (hare. 

The captain's hatred to her was of a purer kind : 
for as to any imperfedions in hex knowledge or un« 
derflanding, he no more deipifed her for them than for 
her not being fix feet high. In his opinion of the 
female fex, he exceeded the morofeneis of Ariflotle 
himfelf : he looked on a woman as on an animal of 
domefiic ufe« of fomewhat higher confideration than 
a cat> fince her offices were of rather more importance ; 
but the difference between thefe two, was, in his 
jeftimation, fo fmall, that, in his marriage contrafled 
with Mr. Allworthy's lands an^d tenements, it would 
have been pretty equal which of them he had taken 
pto the bargain. And yet fo tender was his pride^ tha( 
at felt the contempt which hl^ wife now began to ex- 
prefs towards him ; and this, added to the furfeit he 
lva4 before taken of her loye^ created in him a degree 
of difguft and abhorrence^ perhaps, hardly to be 
CJ^ceeded. 

One fitnation only of the mkrriage date is excluded 
from pleafure ; and that, is, a flate of indifference ; 
but as many of my readers, I hope, know what an ex- 
quifite delight there is in conveying pleafure to a be- 
loved objed, fo fome few, I am afraid, may have ex- 
rerienced, the fatisfa^on of tormenting one we hate. 
t is, I apprehend; to come at this latter pleafure, 

that 
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that we fee both fexes often give up that eafe hi mar- 
riage, which they might other wife pofTefs, though 
their mate was never fo difagreeable to them. Hence 
the wife often puts on £ts of love and jealoufy* nay« 
even denies herfelf any pleafure, to, difturb and pre* 
vent thofe of her hufband ; and he again, in return^ 
puts frequent reilramts on himfelf, and flays at home 
m company which lie, diilikes, in order to confine' hit 
wife to what fhe equally deteilj. Hence too mufl flow 
thofe tears which a widow fometimes fo plentifully 
Iheds over the ^fhes of a huibandj^ with whom fhe led 
a life of conflant difquiet and turbulency, and whom 
now fhe can never hope to torment any more» 

But if ever any couple enjoyed this pleafure, it was 
at prefent experienced by the caftain and his lady. It' 
was always a fufiicient reafon to either of them to be 
obflinate in any opinion, that the other had previoufly 
alTerted the contrary. If the one propofed any a^iufc« 
ment, the other conflantly objeded xo it : they never 
loved or hated, commended or abufed, the fame perfon. 
And for- this reafon, as the captain looked with aii 
evil eye on the little foundling, his wife began now to 
carefs it almoft equally with her own child. 

The reader will be apt to conceive, that this beha* 
viour between the hufband and wife did not greatly 
contribute to Mr. Allworthy's repofe, as it tended io 
little to that ferene happinefs which he hath defig5ied 
for all three, from this alliance; but the truth is, 
though he might be a little difappointed in his fanguii^ 
cxpe^ations, yet he was far from being acquainted 
with the whole matter ; for as the captam was, from 
certain obvious reafons, much on his guard before him, 
the lady was obliged, for fear of her brother's dif- 
pleafurc, to purfue the fame conduct. * In fa6l, it is 
poffible for a third perfon to be very intimate, nay 
even to live long in the fame houfe^ with a married 
couple, who have any tolerable difcretion, and not 
even guefs at the four fentiments which they bear to. 
each other : for though the whole day may be fome- 
times too ftiortfoi* hatred, as well as for love ; yet the 
many hours, which they naturally Tpend together apart 
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rfrom all obfervcrs, fumifli people^ of -tolerable mode- 
ration, with Atch ample opportunity for the enjoyment 
of either pafiion, that, if they-lovc, they can fuppoK 
>being a few hours in company without toying, or if 
.they hate, without fpitting^in each-other's faces* 

It is poffible, however, that Mr. Allworthy fawr 
-enough to render him a little uneafy ; for we are not 
always to conclude, that a wife man is not hurt, be- 
xaufe he dotJi not cry. out and lament himfelf, like 
thofe of a childilh or effeminate temper. But indeed 
dt is poffible he might fee (bme faults in the captain 
nvithout any uneaflnefs at all : formen of true-wifdom 
.and goodnefs are contented to take pdrfons and things 
-as they are, without complaining of^ their imper- 
fcdions, or attempting to amend them. They can 
ite a fault in a friend, a relation, or an acquaintance, 
vwithout ever mentioning it to the parties themfelves, 
^or to any others ; and thiioftcn without leflening their 
.affeflion. Indeed, nnleft- great d ifcern men t be tem- 
pered with this over-Iookmg difpofition, we ought 
never to con trad' friendfhip but witJi a degree of folly 
ovhich we can deceive: for I hope my frietids will par- 
don me, when I declare, I know none of them with 
«ut a' fault ; and I ftiould be forry if I could imagine, 
1 had any friend who could not fee mine. Forgiveneft 
-lof this kind, we give and demand in turn. It is an 
*rxercifc of friendmip, and perhaps none of the leaft 
pleafant. And this forgivenefs we muft i>ellow, with- 
-out delire. of amendment. There is, perhaps, no furer 
^ark of folly, than an attempt to correft the natural 
infirmities of thofe we love. The fineft cwnpofition 
of human nature, as well as the fineft china, may have 
a fiaw in it ; and this I am afraid, in either cafe, is 
equally incurable ; though, neverthelefs, the pattern 
-may remain of the higheft value. 

Upon the whole, then, Mr. AH worthy certainly faw 
fome imperfeftions in the captain; but, as this was a 
very artful man, and eternally upon his g;uard before 
Jiim, thefe appeared to him no more than blemifhes in 
a good charafter ; which his goodnefs made him over- 
look, and his wifdom prevented himirom difcovcring 
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to the captain himfelf. Very difFerent would hsLve beea 
his fentiinents^> had he difcovered the whole ;• which> 
perhaps, would in time have been the cafe, had the 
hufband and wife\loag continued this kind of behavi* 
tnir to each other ; but this kind fortune took eiFeft ual 
means to prevent, by forcing the captain to do that 
tvhich rendered him again dear to his wife, and re^ 
^red all her tenderilefs and affedion towards him. 

G H A P. VIIL 

A receipt to tegatn the lofi affeSlions of a ivife-^ ivhick 
bath neratr been Jknoivn to. /at i in the moft defperate cafes* 

THE captain was made large amends for the un^^ 
pleafant minutes which he palTed in the conver* 
ihtion of his wife, (and which were as few as he could 
contrive to make them) \iy the pleafant meditations his 
enjoyed when alone. 

Thefe meditations were entirely employed on Mr. 
Allworthy's fortune ; for firft, he exercifed much 
thought in calculating) as well as he coiild, the exaft 
value of the whole ; which calculations he often faw 
occaiion to alter in his v own favour: and fecondly, 
and chiefly, hepleafed himfelf with intended alterations 
in the houffe ana gardens, and in projefting many other 
fchemes, as well for the improvement of the eilate, 
as of thd grandeur of the place : fjr this purpofe he 
a'pp lied himfelf to.the Hudies of architedlure and gar- 
tiening, and read over many books on both thefe fub- 
jedls ; for theft fcierices, indeed, employed his whole. 
time, and formed his only amufemerit. He* at lait, 
completed a moft excellent plan ; and very ferry \vc 
are, that it is Aot in our power to prefent it to our 
reader, fmce even the luxury of the prefent age, I be- 
lieve, would hardly match it. It had, indeed, in a fu- 
perlative degree, the two principal ingredients which 
ferve to recommend all great and noble defigns of this 
nature; for it required an immoderate expenc-e to exe- 
cute, and a vaft length of time to bring it to any fort 
of perfedlioh. The former of thefe, the immenfe 
Wealtk ^f which the captain fuppofed Mr. AUworthy 
* E 2 poftbfled 
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pofl!eA*e<l» and which he thought. him felf fure of In- 
heriting, promifed very ciFeaually to fupply ; and 
the latter^ the foundnefs of his own.conllitution, and 
his time of life^ which was only what is called middle 
age, removed all appreheniion of his not living to 
.accomplifh^ 

Notning was wanting to enable him -to enter upon 
the immediate execution of this plan, but the deatk 
of Mr. Allworthyj in calculating which he had em- 
ployed much of his own algebra^ befides purchafin^^ 
every book extant that treats of the value of lives, re- 
verfions, &c. From all which he fatisfied himfelC 
t5iat as he had every day a chance of this happening, 
£o had he more than an even chance of its happening 
ivithin a few years. 

But while the captain was one day'bufied in deep 
contemplations .of this kind, one of themoft unlucky, 
as well as unieafonable accidents, happened to him. 
The utmoft malice of fortune could, indeed, have 
<:ontrived nothing fo cruel, fo mal-a-propos, fo ab- 
folutely deftruftive to all his fchcmes. In ihort, not 
to keep- the reader in long fufpence, juft at the very 
inflant when his heart was exulting in meditations on 
-the happinefs which would accrue to Tiim by Mr. All- 
»vorthy's death, he himfelf.*— died of an apoplexy. 

This unfortunately befel the captain as he was tak- 
ing his evening walic by him felf, fo that nobody was 
prefen^ to lend him any affiftance, if indeed any aflift- 
ance could have preferved him. He took, therefore, 
meafure of that proportion of foil, which was now 
become adequate to all his future purpofes, and he lay 
^ead on the ground, a great (though not a living) ex- 
ample of the truth of that obfervation i}f licxrace ; 

^ Tu fecanda marmara 

* Locas fub ip/um funus : ^ /epulcbri 
* Immemor, ftruis domnsJ* 

Which fentiment, I fliall thus give to the Engfifli rea- 
dier : * You provide the nobleft materials for building, 
•* when a pick-ax and a fpade are only neceflary ; and 
* build houfes of five hundred by a hundred feet, 'for- 
^ ^ettinj; that of ^ by two*' 

CHAP. 
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C I^ A P. IX. 

A^ ^proof of the infallihility of the fon/'f^going r^citpt, tk- 
the lamentations of the njaido'w ; nuith other fuitable 
decorations of death y fueh as phyjicians, ^c* and a» 
epitaph in the true ftile* 

MR. Allwprthy, his fifler, an'd am)ther Iady> 
were alTcmblecl at the accuHomed hour in the 
lupper-roomi where having waited a confiderable tim»' 
longer than ufuaI,.Mr. Allworthy firfl declared, he 
began to grow uneafy at the captain's ftlay ; (for* he 
was always moft nundlual at his meals) and gave 
orders that the bell fhould be rung without the doors, 
and efpecially towards thofe walks which the captaiiv- 
was wont to ufe. 

All thefe fummons proving ineiFecflual, (for the cap- 
tain had, by perverft accident, bfetaken himTelf to ar 
new walk thkt evening) Mrs. Blifil declared (lie wa* 
(erioufly frightened. Upon which the other lady,- 
who was one of her mofl intimate acquaintance, and- 
who well k,new the true ftate of her affedioins, en* 
deavoured all fhe-could to pacify her ; telling hpr-;—* 
To be fare ilie could not help being utteafy ; but that^ 
ihe fhould hope the beft. That, perhaps, the fweet-^ 
nefs of the evening had enticed the captain to go far-» 
ther than his iifual walk ; or he might be detamed at' 
fome neighbour's, Mrs. Blifil anfwered, no ; Ihe waar 
fure fome accident had befallen him ; for that he 
would never (lay out without fending her word, ai 
lie mull know how uneafy it would make her/ The 
other lady, having no other arguments to uf©, be- 
took herfelf to the entreaties ufual on fuch occalionff> 
'and begged her not to frighten herfelf, for it might 
b'e of very ill confequence to her own health ; and, 
fining out a v.ery large-glafs of wine, ad\rifed, and at 
laft prevailed with, her to drink it. ^ 

Mr. Allworthy now returned intd tKc parlour ; for 

he had been himfelf in fearch after the captain. His 

countenance .fuificiently Ihewed the confternation hd 

was. under, which indeed had a good deal deprived 
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him of fpcech ; but as grief operates varioufly on dif- ^ 
ferent minds, fo the fame apprebenfion which de-. 
preiTed his voice, elevated that of Mrs. Blifil. She 
now began to bewail herfelf tn very bitter terms, and 
floods of tears accompanied' her lamentations, whic\ 
the lady, her companion, declared fhe could not. 
blame; but, at the fame time, diiTuaded/ her froni 
indulging; attempting to moderate the grief of her 
friend, by philofophical obfervations on the many *dif* 
appointments to which human iife is daily fubje£l«. 
which^ fhe faid, was a fufficient cgnfideration to for-*, 
tify our minds againft any accidents^ how fudden qx 
terrible foever. She faid, her brother's example ought 
to teach her patience, whi), though^ indeed 'he could 
AOt be fuppofed as much concerned as herfelf, ^et 
was, doubtlcfs, very uneafyj^ though hi? resignation, 
to the Divine Will nad rcftrained hw grief within du© 
bounds. 

' Mention not my brother j^* iaid M]:s« Bli£l, * I 
•' alone am the objeft of your pity. What are th» 

* terrors of fricndlhip to what a wife feels on thefo 
< occafions ? Q he is loft ! iSomebody hath mardere4 

* him.---I ihall never fee him more'»»-Here a torrent 
of tears had the fame confequence with what the fup* 
predion h^d occa$oned to Mir* AllvfOKthy,, and (he xe^ 
gained filent. 

At this interval a fervant came running ittj, out oC 
breath, and cry'd out, * The captain was found }* 
4nd, before, he could proceed farther, he was foU 
towed by two m^ore^ bearing the dead body between 
them. 

Here the curious reader may obierve another di-t 
v^rfity in the operation of grief: for as Mr. Allwor-» 
thy had been befoire filent, from the fame cai^fe which 
had made l^is filler vociferous ; fo did the prefent 
fight, which drew tears from the gentleman, put aiji 
entire ftojp to thoffe of the lady ;. who firft gave a vic«< 
lent fcream, and prefently after fell into a fit. , 

The room was iboa full of fervants, fomeof whom, 
with the lady vifitant, were employed in care of the 
wifc;^ and otl^ers,. with Mx^ Allwprthy, aflifted in 
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carrying off the captain to a warm bed ; where every; 
method was tried, in order to reftore him to life. 

And glad fkould wp be^ could w-e inform the rea-- 
der^ that both thefe bodies had been attended witK 
equal fuccefs ; for thoie who undertook- the rare of- 
the lady, fucceeded fo well,., that after the fit hrtd con- 
tinued a decent time, fhe again revived, to their great" 
fktisfa^ion ; but as to « the captain, all experifhents^> 
of bleeding, chafing, dropping, &c. proved inef- 
fedual. Deaths that inexorable judgc^ had paiTed 
fcntence on liim,. ana refufed to grant him a reprieve,.. 
though two doftors who arrived, and w^re fee 'd at on« 
and the fame infant, were his counfel; - 

Thefe ..two dolors, whom, to avoid any maticious 
applications, we (hall diflinguiih by the names of Dr.- 
Y- and Dr. Z. having felt his pulfe ; to wit, Drv Y^ 
Lis' right arm, and Dr. Z. his left, both agreed that 
he was abfolutely dead ; but as to the difkmper, or 
caufeof his death, they differed ; Dr. Y. holJingthat 
he died o£ an apoplexy, and Dr. Zr..of an epilepfy. 

Hence arofe a dilpnte between the learned men); in;- 
which- each deliveced the reasons of their Several, opi^ 
mons. Thefe were of fuch equal force, that »they - 
ierwd both tocoivfirm either doftor in* his own fenti- 
inents> and made not the lead imprefilon on his ^d^ 
verfary. ' ^ ^ ^ 

To iay the- truth, every physician, almoft;5^Jiath 
his fayoatite difeafe, to whicA he afcribes * all the 
vidtories obtained over hunaanj nature* - Thee gout^ 
the rheumatiiin, the ilone^ the gravel,; ^and the con.^ - 
iumption, have all^ their fe veral patrons in -^ the fa* 
culty ; and none more than the nervous fever^ or the 
fever on the fpirits. And here* w^e may account for 
thofe difagreements in opinion,- concerning the caufe 
of a patient's death,. >vhich Sometimes occur between 
the moil learned of the. college ; .and~ which have 
greatly furprized that part of tie world who have beea 
Ignorant of the fad we have above affer ted. 

The reader may, perhaps, be furprized, that in- 
ftead of endeavouring to revive the patient, the learn- 
ed gentleBlen^ihould fall immediately into a<'difpute 
ea the occaiion of his death ; but, .in reality, all fuch 
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experiments had been made before their arrival : for 
the captain was put into a warm bed> had his veiirs 
fcarified, his forehead chafed, and all forts of ilrong 
drops applied to his lips and noftrils. ^ • 

The phyficians, therefore^ finding thenifelves an- 
ticipated in^ljvery thing they ordered, were' at a lofs 
how to apply that portion of the time which it is nfual 
and decent to remain for their fee, and* were therefore 
neceflitated to find fome fubjeft or other for dif- 
courfe ; and what could more naturally prefent itfelf 
than that before- mentioned ? 

Our dolors were about to take their leave, when 
Mr. A 11 worthy, having given over the taptain, a^id 
acquiefced in the Divine WilU began to enquire after 
his fiflteT, whom he defired them to vi£t before their 
departure. 

This lady was now recovered of her fit, and, to ufb- 
the common phrafe, as well as could be expefled for 
one in ^her condition^ The doctors, therefore, alt 
previous ceremonies being complied with, as this 
was a new patient, attended, according to defire, and 
laid hold on each of her hands, as they had befo/e 
done on thofe of the corpfe. 

The cafe of the lady was in the other extreme from 
that of her hulband : for, as he was pad all the afiift* 
anc^ of phyfic, fo in reality ihe required none. 

^ There is nothing more anjuft than the vulgar opi- 
nion, by which phyncians are mifreprefented as friends 
to death. On the coivtrary, I believe, if the number 
of thofe who recover by phyfic could be oppofed to 
that of the martyrs to it, the former would rather ex- 
ceed the latter. Nay, fome are fo cautious on this 
head, that, to avoid a poffibility of killing the pati^- 
ent, they abiiain from all methods of curing, and 
prefcribe nothing i)ut what can do neither good nor 
harm. I have heard fome of thefe, i^ith great gra- 
vity, deliver it as a maxim, ' That nature ihould be 

* left to do her own work, while the phyfician ftands 

* by, as it were, to clap her on the back, ai^ encou- 

* rage her when ihe doth well.' 

So little then did our dodlors delight in death, that 
they difcharged the corpfe after a fmgle fee ; but they 

were 



were not fo difgufted with their- living patient ; coh- 
ceming whofe cafe they immediately agj:eed, and fell -" 
td prefcribing with great diligence; 

Whether, as the lady had, at firft; p^fuaded the ' 
phy/icians to believe her ill, they had now,- in return, 
perfuaded her to believe herfelf fo, I will not deter- 
mine ; but ihe continued a whole month with all the 
decorations of ficknpfs. During this time (he was 
vifited by phyilcians, attended by nurfes, and received 
conilant meifages from her acquaintance, to enquire! ' 
after her health. 

At length, the decent time for ficknefs and immo«- 
derate grief, being expired, the doftors were dif- 
charged, and the lady began to fee company ; being 
altered only from ^vhat ftie was before, by that colour 
of fadnefs in which fhc had drefled her perfon and 
countenance, • 

The captain was now interred, and might, perhaps, 
have already made a large progrefs towards oblivion, 
had not the friendfhip of Mr. AUworthy taken care 
to preferve his- memory, by the following epitaph, 
which was written by a man of as great a genius 
as integrity, and one who pcrfedly well knew tho- 
captaint ' 
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Here Ties, 
In Expe6lation of a joyful Rifing:^ 

The Body of j 

Captain JOHN BLIPIL. 

London 

had the Honour of his Birth,. 

Oxford 

of his Kducatiom 

His Farts 

were an Honour to his Profeffioa 

and to his Country : 

His life to his Religion ^ 

and human Nature. 

He was a dutiful Sost^ 

a tender Huiband, 

an affedlionate Father^ 

a moft kind Brother^ 

a fmcere Friend, 

a devout Chriftian> 

and a good Man. 

His inconfolable Widovr 

hath erefted this Stonej, 

The Monument of 

His Virtue?, 
and her Affedioxu ^ ' 
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BOOK III. 

Containing ihi msfl memorable tranfaSlioni which paf- 
fed in the family of Mr. Allworthyy from the time 
when Tommy Jones arrived at the age^ fourteen^ 
till be attained the age of nineteen. In this book thr - 
reader may pick upfome hints concerning thf ^ducaiionr 
^f childrefh 

C H A F. r. 

Qontaining little or nothing*- 

THE reader wfll Ee pleafcd to remember, tfiat^ 
at the beginning of the {econd book of this 
hiftory, w6 gave him a hint of our intentioa 
to pafs over fevcral Targe periods of time, in whicL 
nothing happened worthy of being recorded in a chro-r 
nicleof this kind ^ 

In fo doing, we do not only confult our own dignity 
and eafe, but the good and advantage of the reader i- 
for befides, that, by thefe means, we prevent liinv 
from throwing away his time, in reading, either with- 
out p^eafure or emolunient, we give him, at all fuch 
feafohs, an opportunity of employing that wonderful 
fagacity, of which he is matter, by filling up thefe 
vacant fpaces of time with his own conjed:ures ; iov 
which purpofe,- we have taken care to qualify him ia 
Act preceding pages* 
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For inftancc, what reader but knows that Mr. All- 
wcrthy fell, at firft, for the lofs of his friend, thofe 
emotions of grief, which, on fuch occaiions'; enter 
into all men whofe hearts are not compofed of flint, 
or their heads of as folid materials ? Again, what 
reader doth not know that philofophy and religion in 
time moderated, and at laft extinguiihed this grief ? 
The former of thefe, teaching the folly and vanity of 
it, atid the latter, correding it 'as unlawful; and art 
the fame time aiTuaging it, by railing future hopes 
«Lnd aiTurances^ which enable a &rong and religious 
mind to take leave of a friend, on his death-bed, with 
little lefs indifference than if be was preparing for a 
long journey ; and, indeed, ]ivith little lefs hope of 
feeing him again. . . 

Nor can the judicious reader be at a greater lofs on 
account of Mrs. Bridget Bliiil, who, he may be af- 
fured, conduded herfclf through the whole fcafon^ in 
which grief is to make its appearance on the outiide of 
the b€t4y, with the ftrideil regard to all the rules of 
cuftom and decency, fuiting the alterations of her 
countenance to the feveral alterations of her habit : 
for af this is changed from weeds to black, from black 
to grey, from grey to white, fo did her countenance 
change from difmal to forrowful, from forrowful to 
fad, and from fad to ferious, till the day came to 
>yhich flie was allowed to return to her former fere- 
nity. 

We have mentioned thefe two, as examples only of 
the tafk which may be impofed on readers of the low- 
ell clais. Much higher and harder exercifes of judg- 
ment and penetration may reafonably be expeSed 
from the upper graduates in criticifm>. Many notable 
difcoveries will, I doubt not, he made by fuch, of 
the tranfaftions which happened in the family of our 
.worthy man, during all the years which we have 
thought proper to pafs over : fpr though nothing 
worthy of a place in this hiftory occurred within that 
period ; yet did feveraf incidents happen of equal im- 
portance with thofe reported by the daily and weekly 
hilloriiins of the sge, in reading which/ |;reat num- 
ber! 



Chap. 2. ArOUNDLING. 85 

hers of perfons confume a conHderable part of their 
time, very little, I am afraid, to their emolument. 
Wow, in the conjeftures here propofed, fome of the 
moft excellent faculties of the mind may be employed 
to much advantage, fince'it is a more ufeful capacity 
to be able to foretel the a6iions of men, in any circum- 
/lance, from their characters, than to judge of their 
charafters from their aftions. The former, I own,- 
requires the greater penetration; .but maybe accom- , 
plifhed by true fagacity, with no lefs certainty than- 
the lat-ter. 

As we are fenfible that much the greateft part of 
pur readers are very eminently poiTcffed of this quali- 
ty, we have left them a fpace of twelve years to exert 
it in ; and ihall now bring forth our hero, at about 
fourteen years of age, not queftioning ,that many have 
been long impatient to be introduced to his acquaint- 
ance, 

CHAP. II. /^. 

STlfg htro of this great hiftory appears <with <very had 
omens, J little tale, of/o low a kind, that fome may 
think it not <worth their notice, A <word or t<wo con^ 
€erfiinga/fuire, and more relating to a game-keeper, ^and 
afchool-mafter, 

AS we determined when we firft fat down to write 
this hiftory, to flatter no man, but to guide our 
pen throughout by the diredlion of truth, we are 
obliged to bring our hero on the ftage in a fliuch 
more difadvantageous manner than we could wifh ; 
and to declare honeflly, even at his firft appearance, ' 
that it was ^he univerfal opinon of all Mr. All- 
worthy's family, that he was certainly born to be 
hanged. 

Indeed, I am forry to fay, there was too much rea- 
fon for this conjefture. The lad having, from^ his ' 
earlieft years, difcovered a propenfity to many vices, 
and efpecially to one, which hath as direft a tendency 
as any other to that fat^, which we have jull no>y ob- 
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ferved to have been prophetically denounced tigsdnfb 
him. He had been already convicted 4if three robbe-' 
ries, viz. of robbing an orchard > of ftealing a dock- 
out of a ^rmer't yard, and of 'J>kking Mafter Bii£r» 
pocket of a ball. 

The vices of this young man were, morcoverr 
heightened,, by the difadvantageous light in which 
they appeared, when oppofed to the virtues of Matter 
Blifil, his companion : a youth of fo different a cafi: 
from little Jones, that not only the lamily, but aU 
the neighbourhood, refounded his praifes. He was, 
indeed, a lad of a remarkable difpofidon ; fofoer, dif^ 
creet, and pious, beyond hi]» age; qualities whiclk 
gained him the love of every one wno knew him^ 
Whilft Tom Jones was univerfally difliked ; ami many' 
expreffcd their wonder^ that Mr, Alhvorthy would 
fuffer fuch a lad to be educated with his nephew, left 
the morals of the latter fhouki be corrupted by his 
example. 

An incident which happened about this time, will 
fet the character of thefe two lads more fairly before* 
the difcerning reader, than is in the power of th^ 
longed difTertation. 

Tom Jones, who, bad as he is, muft ferve for the 
hero of this hiftory, had only one friend among all 
the fervants of the family ; for, as to Mrs. Wilkins, 
Ihe had long fmcc given him up, and was perfedly. 
reconciled to her miftrefs. This friend was tne game* 
keeper, a fellow of a loofe kind of- difpofition, and 
who was thought not to entertain much ftrifter notions 
concerning the difference of meum and tuupt, than the 
young gentleman himfelf. And hence, this friend- 
ihip gave occa£on to many farcaftical remarks among 
the domeftics, moft of which were either proverbs be- 
fore, or, at leaft, are become fo now ; and,, indeed, 
the wit of them all may be comprifed in that Ihort 
Latin proverb, * No/cifur a/ocio/ which, I think, is 
thus expreffed in Engli&, * You may know him by 
• the company ^he keeps.' 

To fay the truth, fome of that atrocious wickednefs^ 
in Jones, of which we have jull mentioned three ex*. 

amples. 
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Simples, might, perhaps, be derived from the encou- 
ragement he had received from this feIlow> who, ift 
two or three inilaaces, hadr been what the law calls aa 
acceffary after the faft. For the whole dmck, and 
great part of the- apples, were converted to the ufe 6# 
the game*-keeper, and his family. Though, as Jone» 
alone was difcovered, the poor lad bore not only the 
whole fmart, but the whole blame; both which fell 
again to his lot, on the following occafion. 

Contiguous to Mr. All worthy's eftate, was the^ 
manor of one of thofe gentlemen, who ace called pre* 
ferver3 of the^ game. This fpecies of men, fpom the 
great feverity with which they revenge the death of a 
hare, or a partridge, might be thought to cultivate 
the fame fuperflition with the Bannians in India ; man/ 
of whom,' we are told, dedicate their whole lives to 
the prefervation and protection of certain animals, 
was It not that our Englifti-Bannians, while they pre- 
serve them from other enemies, will mofl unmerci* 
fully flanghter whole horfe-loads themfelves, fo that 
they ftand clearly acquitted of any fuch heathenifh fu- 
perlHtion. 

I have, indeed, a much better opinion of this kind^ 
of men than is entertained byibme, as Ltake them to 
anfwer the order of nature, and the good purpofes for 
which they were ordained, in a more ample manner 
than many others. Now, as Horace tells us, that 
there are a fet of human beings^ 

' Fruges confumere natu 

* Born to confume the fruits of the earth.' So, I 
make no manner of doubt but there are others, 

Feras^ confiemere nati* 

• Born to confume the beafts of the field,' or,, as it 
is commonly called, the game ; and none, I believe, 
will deny, but that thofe fquires fulfil this end of their 
creation. 

Little Jones went one day a fhooting with the game- 
keeper J when^ happening to fpring a covey of par- 
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tridges, liear the' border of tliat manor over which 
forcune, to fulfiP the wife parpofes of nature^ had 
planted one of the game-confumers> the birds Rcw 
jnto it, and were marked (as it is called) by the two 
fportfmen, in fome furze-bafhes, about two or three 
hundred paces beyond Mr. Allworthy's dominions. 
• Mr. Allworthy had given the fellow flriA orders,- 
On pain of forfeiting his place, never to trefpafs oa- 
any of his neighbours ; no more on thofe who were 
kis rigid in' this matter, than on the lord of this 
manor. With regard to others, indeed, thefe orders 
had not been always very fcrupulouily kept ; but as 
the difpofition of the gentlemai^ with whom the par« 
fridges had taken fa)idtuary, was well known, the 
game-keeper had never yet attempted to invade his ter^ 
vitories. Nor had he done it now, had not tlie younger 
fportfman, who was exceflively eager to purfue the 
flying game, over-perfuaded him; but Jones being 
very importunate, the other, who was himfelf keen 
enough after the fport, yielded to his perfuafions, en- 
tered the manor, and ftiot one of the partridges* 

The gentleman himfelf was at that time on horfe- 
back, at a little diHance from them ; and hearing the 
gun go off, he immediately made towards the place, 
and difcovered poor Tom : for the game-keeper had 
leapt into the thickeft part of the furze-brake, wheie 
he had happily concealed himfelf. 

The gentleman having fearched the lad, and found 
the partridge upon him, denounced great vengeance, 
fwearing he would acquaint Mr. Allworthy. He was 
as good as his word ; for he rode immediately to his 
houfe, and complained of the trefpafs on his manor, 
in as high terms, ami as bitter language, lis if his 
houfe had been broken open, aijd the moll valuable 
furniture ftole out of it. He added, that fome other 
perfon was in his company, though he could not dif- 
cover him : for that two guns had been difcharged 
almoft in the fame inftant. And, fays he, *' we have 
*' found only this partridge, but the Lord knows 
" what mifchief they have doneJ' 

At his return home, Tom was prefently convened 
before Mr, Allworthy. He owned the fad, and al- 

ledged 
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ledged no other cxcnfe but what was really true, viz, 
that the covey was originally fpning in Mr. Allwor- 
thy's own manor. 

Tom was then interrogated who was with hiro, 
which Mr^ Allworthy declared he was refoled to 
know, acquainting the culprit with the circumftance 
of the two guns, which had been depofed by the fquire 
and both his fervants ; but Tom itoutly perfifted in 
alTerting that hp was alone : yet, to fay the truth, he 
heiitatea a little at firft, which would have confirmed 
Mr. Allworthy's belief, had what the fquire and his 
fervants faid, wanted any further confirmation. 

The game-keeper being a fufpedled perfon, was 
now fent for, and the queftion put to him ; but he, 
relying on the promife which Tom had made him, to 
take all upon himfelf, very refolutely denied being in 
company with the young gentleman, or indeed hav* 
ing feen him the whole afternoon. 

Mr. Allworthy then turned towards Tom, with 
more than ufual anger in his countenance, and advi- 
fed him to confefs who waa with him ; repeating, that 
he was refolved to know. The lad, however. Hill 
maintained his refolution, and was difmified with, 
much wrath by Mr. Allworthy, who told hi'm, ho 
fliould have to the next morning to confider of it, 
when he ihould be queftionsd by another perfon, aa^ 
in another manner. 

Poor Jones fpent a very melancholy night, and the 
more fo, as . he was without his u&al companion : for 
matter Blifirwas gone al>road on a vifit with his mo^ 
tliex. Fear of the punifhment he was to fufFer was on 
this occafion his leaft evil ; his chief anxiety, beings 
left his conflancy ihould fail him, and he fhould be 
brought to betray the game-keeper, whofe ruin he 
knew muft now be the confequence. 

Nor did the game-keeper pafs his time nrrach better.. 
He had the fame apprehenfions with the youth ; for 
whofe honour he had likewife a much tenderer regard, 
than for his ikin. 

In the morning, whe^ Tom attended the reverend 
Mr. Thwackum, th^ perfon to whom Mr. Allworth^jr 
had committed the inllrudUon of the two boys, he 

had 
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had the fame quefltons put to him by that geatleinan> 
which he had been aiked the evening before, to which 
he returned the fame anfwers. The confequence of 
this was, fo fevere a whipping, that it poffibly fell 
little ihort of the torture with which conf«^ns are ia 
ibme countries extorted from criminals. 

Tom bore his punifhment with great refolution ; 
and though his mafler aiked him between every ftroke,. 
whether he would not confefs, he was^contented to be 
Head rather than betray his friend, or break the pro- 
jDiife he had made. 

The game-keeper was now relieved from his anxi- 
ety, and Mr..Allworthyhimfelf began to be coacerned 
at Tom's fulFerings : for, beiides that Mr. Thwackum,. 
being highly enraged that he was not able to make 
the boy lay what he himfelf pleafed, had carried his 
feverity much beyond the good man's intention, this 
latter began now to fufpefi that the fquire had been 
jnidaken ; which Kis extreme eager nefs and anger 
feemed ,to make probable ; and as for what the ler- 
vants had faid in confirmation of their mailer's ac- 
count,^ he laid no great ilrefs upon that. Now, as^ 
cruelty and irijuftice were two ideas, of which Mr. 
A 11 worthy could by no means fupport the confciouf* 
nefs a iingle moment, he fent tor Tom, and after 
jnany kind and friendly exhortations, faid, *' I amcon<^ 

* vinced, my dear child, that my fuipicions have 

* wronged you ; JLam forry that you have been & fc- 

* yerely puniihed on this account.* — And, at laft gave 
hiin a little horfe to make him amends ; again xepeat-- 
inghis forrow for what had paft* 

Tom's guilt now flew in his face more thanr^ny fe* 
verity could make him. He could more eafily bear 
the laflies of Thwackum, than the geneiofity of AlU 
worthy. The tears burft from his eyes, and he feli 
upon his kaees, crying, " Oh ! Sir, you are top good 
'■ forme. Indeed you are. Indeed, Idon't deiuive 

* it.* And at that very inftant, from the fullnefs.of 
hh heart, had almofl betrayed the fecret ; but the^ 
good genius of the game-keeper fuggeiled to him what 
might be the confequence to.the-ppor feliowj and thi& 
CQoiideratioa fealed .hi& li£s, , 

ThwackuxQi 
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Thwackum did all he could to di^uade Allworthy 
from fliewihg any compaffioti or kindnefs to the boy^ 
faying, ' He had perfifted in an untruth ;' and gave 
fomc hints, that a fecond whipping might probably 
bring the matter to light. 

But Mr. Allworthy abfolutely refufed to confent to 
the experiment. He laid, the boy had fuiFered enough 
already, for concealing the truth, even if he wat 
guilty, feeing that he could have no motive but a rnifm. 
taken point of honour for fa doing. 

Hono.ur, cry'd. Thwackum, with fome warmth,, 
mere flubbornef^ and obftinacy ! Can honour teack. 
any one to tell a lie, or can any honour exift indepen-^ 
dent of religion ? 

This difcourfe happened at table when dinner wa». 
juft ended ; and there were prefent Mr, Allworthy^. 
Mr. Thwackum, and a third gentleman, who now en* 
tered into the debate, and whom, before we proceed 
any farther, we ihall briefly isttroduce to our reader't 
acquaintance s 

CHAP, ni. 

fhe charaBer of Mr* Square the phiJofepher, and of Mr.^ 
Tbtoackum the divine \ 'with a di/pute concerning 

THE name of this gentleman who had then re-» 
iided fome time at Mr. Allworthy's houfe, waf 
Mr. Square. - His natural parts were not of the firft 
^ate, but he had greatly improved them by a learned 
education. He was deeply read in the antients, and 
9 profeft mafter of all the works of Plato and Ajpiftotle.. 
Upon which great models he had principally formed 
])imfelf, fome times according with the opinions of th« 
one, andfometimes with that of the other. In moraU 
he was a profeft Platonifl, and in religion he inclined, 
to bean Ariflotelian, 

Bub though he had, as we have, faid^ formed hi» 
morals on the Platonic model, yet he perfectly agreed 
with the opinion of AriHotle, in considering that 
great man rather in the quality of a philofqpher or ft 
fjpeculatifl, than as a legijlator. This fentimcot he car- 
ried a great way : indeed,, fo far^ as tp regard all vir- 
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tuc as matter of theory pnly. This, it is true, he 
never affirmed, as I have heam> to any one ; and yet 
upon the leafl. attention to his condud, I cannot help 
thinking, it. was his rearlopinionj as it will perfe£bly 
reconcile feme contradidlions, which might otherwife 
appear in his charafler. 

This gentleman and Mr. Thwactum* fear cc ever met 
without a difputation ; for their tenets were indeed 
diametrically oppoiite to each other; Square held hu- 
man nature to be the perfeflion of allVirtue, and that 
vice was a deviation from our nature in the fame man- 
ner as- deformity of body is* Thwackum^. on the 
contrary, maintained that* the hmnan mindj iince the 
fall, was nothing but a fink of iniquity, till purified 
and reedeemed by grace. In one point only they 
agreed, which was, in all their difcourfes on morality 
never to mention the word goodnefs. The favourite 
phrafcof the former, was the natural beauty of virtue ;- 
chat, of the latter> was- the divine power of grace. The 
former meafiired alt adions by the unalterable-rule of 
i'ight, and the eternal fi tnefs of things ; the letter de- 
cided all matters by authority ; but, in doing this, he- 
always ufed the fcriptureB and their commentators, as 
thp lawyer doth his Coke upon Littleton ^^ where the 
comment is of equal authority with the text* 

After this Ihort introdudion, the reader will be 
pleafed to remember, that the parfon had concluded 
ni^ fpeech with a triumphant queftion; to which he 
had apprehended no anfwer, viz. Can any honour 
exift independent on religion ? 

To this Square anfwered, that it was impoflible to 
difcourfe philofophically concerning^words, till their 
meaning was firft eftabliflied ; that there were* fcarce 
any two words of a more vague and uncertain fignift- 
cation, than the two he had mentioned ; for that there 
were almoft as many different opinions concerning ho^ 
nour, as concerning reKgion. 'But, fays he, if by 

* honour you mean the true natural beauty <jf virtue, 

* I will maintain it may exift independent of any re- 
*- li^ion whatever. Nay, (added he) you yourfelf 
** wall allow^ it may exift independent off all but one ; 
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' So will a Mahometan^ a Jew^ and all the maintain- 
* ers of all the different feftsln^the world.' 

Thwackam replied, this, was arguing with the ufual 
Ihalice of all the enemies to the true church. He .faid^ 
he doubted not but that aU the infidels and hereticks 
in the world would, if they could, confine honour to 
their own abfurd errors^ and damnable deceptions; 
but honour,' fays he, ' it not therefore manifold,' 
'becaufe there are many abfurd opinions about it ^ 
nor is religion manifold, becaufe there are various 
fc6i3 and herefies in the \yorld. When I mention 
religion^ I mean the cliri|lian religion ; and nol 
only the chriftian religion, but the proteftant reli- 
gion ; and not only tjie proteftant religion, but the 
church of England. And when I mention honour, 
I mean that mode of divine grace which is not only 
confifteat with, but dependent upon, this religion i 
and is confiftent with, and dependent upon, no otker^ 
Now.toiay that the Konour I here mean, and which 
was, I though ttf all^the honour I could be fuppofed 
to mean, will uphold, much lefs didate, an un^ 
truth,^ is to afifert an abfurdity too ihbcking to be 
conceived. ' 

' 1 purpofely avoided,^ fays Square, * drawing a 
conclufion which I thought evident from what I 
have faid ; but if you perceived it, I am fure you 
have not attempted to anfwer it. However, to drop 
the article of religion^ I think it is plain, from what 
you have faid, that we have different ideas of honour ; 
or why do we not agree in the fame terms of its ex- 
planation*? I have aSertedj-that true honour and true 
virtue are ^moft fynonymous terms, and they are 
both founded on the unalterable rule of right, and 
the eternal fitneis of things ; to which an untrulh 
being abfolutely repugnant and contrary, it is certain 
that true honour cannot fupport an untruth. In this, 
therefore, I think we are agreed ; but that this * 
honour can be faid to be founded joxi religion, to 
which it is antecedent, if by religion be meant any 
pofitive law. ■ 

^ I agree,' anfvyered Thwackum, with great warmth, 

' with 
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^ with a man who ailerts honour to he antecedent to 
' religion !— Mr. Allworthy, did I agree ■■ ?' 

He was proceeding, when Mr. Allwortky inter- 
pofed, telling them very coldly, they had both mif- 
taken his meaning ; for that he had faid nothing of 
true honour. — It is poflible, however, he would not 
iave eafily quieted the difputants, who were growing 
equally warm, had not another master now fallen out^ 
which pat a final end to the cohverfation at prefent. 

CHAP. IV. 

'Containing a necejfary apology for the author ; and a 
cbildijh incident, tubicb perhaps requires iin apology 
likewife^ 

BEFORE I proceed further, I fhall beg leavd 
to obviate fome mifconflrudions, ii^to which the 
zeal of fome few readers may lead them ; for I would 
not willingly give oiFence to any, efpecially to men 
who are warm in the caufe of virtue or religion. 

I hope, therefore, no man will, b.y the grofleft mif- 
underflanding, or perverfion, of my meaning, mif- 
i^prefent me, as endeavouring to caft any ridicule on 
the greateft perfeftions of human na:ture ; and which 
do, indeed, alone purify and enoble the heart of man> 
And raife him above the brute crdation. This, reader, 
I will venture to fay, (and by how much the Better 
man you are yourfelf, by fo much the mor6 will you 
be inclined to believe me) that I would rather have 
buried the fentiments of thefe two perfons in eternal 
©blivion, than have done any injury to either of thefe 
glorious caufes. - - ' 

On the contrary, it is with a view to their fervice 
that I have taken upon me to record the lives and ac- 
tions of two of their falfe arid pretended champions. 
' A treacherous friend is the moft dangerous enemy ; 
and I will fay boldly, that both religion and virtue 
have received more real difcredit from hypocrites, thaii 
the wittieft profligates or infidels could ever caft upon 
ihcm : nay farther^ as thefe two, in their purity, are 
rightly called the ^ands of civil fociety, and are in- 

deed' 
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deed the greateft of bleffings ; fo when poifoned and 
corrupted wi?h fraud, pretence, and afFedation, they 
have become the worft of civil curfiJs, and have en- 
abled men to perpetrate the moil cruel mifchiefs tcr 
their own fpeciesi. 

Indee4> I doubt not -but this ridicule will in generd 
be allowed ; my chief appreheniion is, as many true 
a«id jufl (entiments often came from the mouths of 
thefe perfons, left the whole fhould be taken together, 
and I ihould be conceived to ridicule all alike. Now 
the reader will be pleafed to coniider, that as neither of 
thcCc men were fools, they could not be Aippofed to. 
bave holden none but wrong principles, and to have 
Mttercd nothing but abfurdities ; what injuftice, there- 
fore, muft I 'have done to their charafters, had I fe^- 
le6bed only what was bad, and how horribly wretched 
and mained muft their arguments have appeared ! 

Upon the whole, it is nor religion or virtue, but 
the want of them, which is here expofed. Had not 
Thwackum too much negledled virtue, and Square 
rcHgion, in the compofition of their feveral fyftems* 
and had not both utterly difcarded all natural goodnefs' 
of heart, they had never been reprefented as the ob- 
jects of derifion in" this hiftory, i» which wewill now 
proceed. 

This matter, then, which put an end to the debate 
mentioned in the laft chapter, was no other than a 
quarrel between Maft'cr Blifil and Tom Jones, the con- 
fequence- of which had been a bloody nofe to the for- 
mer ; for though Mafter Blifil, notwithftanding he 
was the.you;igcr, was in fize above the other's match, 
yet Tom was much his fuperior at the noble art of 
boding. 

Tom, however, cautioufly avoided all engagements 
with that youth; for befides that Tommy Jones was 
■«n inofPenfive lad amidft all his roguery, ^nd really 
loved B-lifil, Mr. Thwackum being always the fecond 
of the latter, would have been fumcient to deter him. 

But well fays a certain Author, no man is wife at all 

•hours ; it is therefore no wonder that a boy is not fo. 

A difference arifmg at play between the two lads,, 

MaftcT Blifil called Tom a beggarly baftard. Upon 

which 
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which the latter, who was fomewhat paffiodate in his 
difpofitiony immediately caufed that phasnomenon iii 
the face of the former, which we have above remem* 
bered. 

Mailer Blifil now, with his bloo4 running from hi» 
i^ofe, and t}ie tears galloping after from his eyes, ap- 
peared before his uncle^ and the tremendous Thwack- 
um. In which court an indidment of aiTault, battery, 
and wounding, was inflantly preferred againft Tom ; 
who in his excufe only pleaded the provocation, which 
was indeed .all the matter that Mailer Blifil had omitted. 

It is indeed poi&ble, that this circumflance might 
have efcaped his memory ; £br, in his reply, he pofi- 
tively inilfled, that he had made ufe of no fuch appel- 
lation ; adding, ' Heaven forbid fuch naughty words 
' ihould ever come out of his mouth.' 

Tom, though againfl all form of law, rejoined in 
affirmance of the words. Upon which Ma^er Biifil 
iaid, ' It is no wonder. Thofe who will tell one fib, 
' will hardly (lick at another* If I had told my master 
' fuch a wicked fib as you have done, I ihould be 

* afhamed to fhew my face.' 

* What fib, child?' cries Thwackum pretty eagerly. 

*.Why, he told you that nobody was with nim a 

' (hooting when he killed the partridge ; but he 

* knows«/(here he burft into a ilood of tears) yes, he 
' knows ; for he confeiTed it to me, that Black George 
' the game- keeper was there. Nay, he faid,— ^-yes, you 

* did,— Kieny it if you can, that you would not have 
'* confeil the truths thoQgh mailer had cut you to 

* pieces.' 

At this the fire fiaihed from Thwackum's eyes, and 
he cried out in triumph : * Oh ! oh ! this is your 
'miftaken notion of honour I This is the -boy who 

* was not to be whipped again !' But Mr. Allworthy, 

* with a more gentle afpeft, turned towards the lad, 

* and faid. Is this true, child ? How came you to 

* perfift fo obllinately in a falfhood ?' 

Tom faid, * He fcorncd a lie as much as any one ; 
' but he thought* his honour engaged him to aft as he 

* did ; for he had promifed the poor fellow to conceal 
' himvi which/ he faid, * he thought himfelf farther 

5 obliged 



Chitfi, 5* A, POUND.LINGv, py 

* obliged to> zi the game-keeiper had begged him not 
' to go into the gentleman's manor» and had at laft 
' gone himfelf in compliance with his. perfuaiiohs/ 
He faid, ' this was the whole truth of the matter, and 

* he would take his oath of it ;' and concluded with 
very pailionately begging Mr* AUworthy, * to have 
^ com^ailion on the poor fellow's family, efpecially a^ 

* he hu&felf only had been. gaiUy, and the other had 

* been very difficultly prevailed on to do what he did. 
' In^d, Sir*' faid he, / it could har.dly be called f, 

* lie thAt I. told ; for the poor fello\^ was intirely iiv 
' nocent of the whole matter. X ihould have gone 

* alone after the birds ; nay, I did go at fir A, and he 
'. only followed me to prevent more mifchief. l)o, 
' pray Sir, let me be punifhed ; take my little hori!e 

* away again ; but pray> Sir, forgive poor George.' 
Mr. Allworthy heiltated a few moments^ and then 

difmifTed the boys^ ^dviilng them^to live more friendly 
.and peaceably together* 

C HA p. V. 

• > 

- Tte i^piniofu af th$ di^ne 4md $he phi^f§ph$r Mncernlng 
the t^vo b(tys \ Rtii^b fomt rectjhns for their opinions ^ and 
other matters > - 

IT is prQi>able, that by difdofing this fecret, which 
had been comnuinicated in the utmi^ft confidence 
to him, young Blifil pcefery^d his compp^ion from a 
£;ood lafbin^ : for the ofience of the blO(Kiy nofe would 
have been of itfelf iufficient canfe for Thw4ckum to 
have proceeded tojeorredion : bttt now ^is.w^s tQtally 
abforbed, in the cimiidecation of the oth^r patter ; 
and with regard tO'>thi&,^ .Mr^ Ajlb^TPDlhy d^claied pri- 
vately^ . he: thought'^ the'. l^oy, deferred reward rather 
than puniihment ^^ifo thal:Xhw^ckufni'(s hand was with- 
held by a geneoaUf^aMoik* : ; . ., i), 

ThwackviD, whofe meditations wer<^ fuU of birch, 
exclaimed againft.tkisjweak^.and, as he faid he w<>uld 
venture to call it,, wicked. lenity> To remit the punifli- 
ment of fttch.crimefi«was, he 6iid,.'to .(^Kjour^e them, 
lie enlarged DxiidLioo ^C;conl9^i99.l>f dlil.dl'^ni and 

Vol. VII. F. * * quoted 
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•quoted many texts from Soiomon, and others ^ which 
ming to be found in fo many other books, fhall 'iiot 
.be fpund here. He then applied himfelf to the vice 
'of lying, on which head he was altogether as learned 
•as he had been on *the other. 

Square faid, he had'been endeavouring to reconcile 
-the behaviour of Tom with his idea of perfed virtue; 
•but could not. He owned there was Jpmething^ which 
at iirll fight appeared like fortitude in the a^on; 
%ut as fortitude was a virtue, and falfhood a ^rice, the/ 
could by tio means agree to unite together. He added, 
that as this was in fome meafure to confound wtac 
and vice, it ntight *4>e worth Mr. Thwackum's eon- 
•^deration, whether a large caftigation might .|iet be 
'laid on, upon that aecount. 

^ As both thefe learned men concurred in cenfunng 
Jones, fo were they no lefs unanimous in applaadijig 
Mafter BMV To bring t^uth to light, was hy^the 
parfon alTerted to be the duty -of every religious man; 
and by the philofopher this was declared to be highly 
€o;iformable with the rule of right, and the eternal 
and unalterable iitnefs of things. 

^11 this, however, weighed very little with Mr. AH- 
^worthy. He could not be prevailed on to fign the 
warrant for the execution of Jones. There was fome- 
thine within his own breaft, with which the invincible 
fidelity which that ybuth had preferved, correfponded 
much better than it had done with the religion of 
Thwackuro, or with the virtue of Square. He therc- 
fure ftriftly ordered, the former 6f thefe gentlemen W 
abftain from laying violent hands on Tom for what had | 
^aft. The pedagogue was obliged to obey thefe or- | 
ders ; t>ut not without great reludaaoe, and/ceqaent < 
mutterittgs, that the boy^would be certainly fpoiled. ' 

Towards the game- keeper the good man behaFcd 
with more fcverity. 'H^prtfently fummoned that poor 
fellow before him, and after many bitcer>emonftrajice$, ^ 
paid him his waees, and difmift him from his lervice; 
for Mr. Allworthy rightly obferved, that there was a 
great difference between being guilty of a falfchood to 
excufe yourfelf, and to excufe another. He likewiic 

jirged^ as the principal jmotiVe to his inflexible feverity 

raintt 
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agftinfl this maa, that lie had bafely faS^ed Tom 
Jonejf to undergo fo heavy a punifhinent for his fake* 
whereas he ous^ht to have pteveated it by making tl^e 
difcovery himielf. < 

When this ftory became pablic, many people dif* 
fered from Square -and Thwacfeum^ in judging the 
condud of the two lads on the occafiooi Mailer Blifil 
was generally called afneaking rafcaU a poor'-fpirited 
wretch, with other epithets of the like kind ; whilft 
Tom was honoured with the .appellations of a brave 
hd, a jolly dog, and anhoneft fellow. Indeed his be^ 
liaviour to black George much ingratiated hinr with 
all the fervants ; for though that fellow was before uni- 
verfally diilikedy yet he Was no fooner . turned away 
than he was uiiiverfaUy pitied ; and the friendihip and 
gallahtry of Tom Jones was celebrated by them all 
with the higheftapplaufe ; and they condemned Maftei^ 
BHfil, as openly as they durU, without incurring the 
danger of oiF<^dinE his mother. For all this« how- 
ever, poor Tom imarted in the fleih; for though 
Thwackum had been inhibited to exercife his arm -on 
the foregoing account, yet, as the proverb fays. It is 
eafy to £nd a ftick^ Ssc. So was it eafy to find a rod ; 
and, indeed, the not being able to find one was the 
only thing which could have kept Thwackum any long^ 
time from chaftifing poor Jcmes. 

Had the bare delight in the fport been the only in- 
ducement to the pedagogue, it is probable^ Mailer 
Blifil would likewife have had his ihare ; but though 
•Mr. Aliworthy had given him frequent orders tamakc 
no diffefence- between the lads, yet was Thwackum ' 
altogether as kind and gentle to this youth, as he wa^ 
hnrSi, nay even barbarous, to the other. To fay the 
truth, Biifil had greatly gained his mafter*s afFedions ; 
partly by the profound refpeft he always ihewed his 
perfon, but much more by the decent reverence with 
which he received his dodrine ; for he had got by ' 
heart, and frequently repeated his phra fes, and main,- 
talned all his m&fter's religious prmciples with a zeal 
which was furprizing in one fo young, aiid- which 
greatly endeared him to the worthy preceptor, 

'Fa Tom 
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Tom Jones, on the other hand, was not -only defi- 

x:ient in outward tokens of refpeA» often. forgetting to 
pall off his ha(, or to. bow at his mailer's approach ; 
.but was altogether as unmindful 'both of his maftePi 
ptbcepts.and excunple. iie was indeed a thoaghtlefs 

*|{iddy youth, with little fobriety in his manners, and 

.lefs in his countenance^ .and would ^ften very impu- 
dently and indecently laugh at his companion .for his 

iferious behaviour. 

Mr. Square had the • fam^ reafon ibr his proferenee 
of the former lad; for Tom Jones fliewcd no more 

.regard to the learned difoMtrfcs wiiich this gen tlemaa 
would fometimes. throw aWay'Upon him, than to thofe 
ofThwackitm. He once ventured to -make a jeft of 

'the rule of jight ; and at anctther time ^d, he be- 

'Iteved there wasjfio rule in the- world capable of mak- 
•ing fuch a man as his father (for fo Mc. AUworth^ 
•fuSered himfelf to-be called), 
• Mafter'Blilil, on the oontrary, had addrefs enough 

•at' fixteen.to recommend himfelf at one and the fame 

Atimeto botluthefe ojp^pofites. With«one he was all re- 
)igio^/*with the other he was -all vir-tue. And when 
>both were prefent, he was profoundly filent^ which 

'both, interpreted in his favour and in. their own. 

N<^r was Blifil contented with flattering both the/e 
gentlemen to their faces<; he took frequent occaflons 

"uof praiAng them behind their backe to A If worthy ; be- 
fore whom, when tlvoy two were atone, and 'his uncle 
commended any religious or virtiious ientiment (for 
.many fuch came conftantly fnom.him) he feldom failed 

'to afcribe it to the good inftru6;ions he had>eceived 
from either Thwackum or Square; for he knew his 
uncle repeated all fuch comphments to the perfons for 
whofe ufe they were meant ; and he 'found by expe- 
dience the great imprefiions which they made oh the 
philofopher, as well as on the divine : for, to fay the 
.truth, there is nokiiid of flattery fo-irreAftibleas this, 
at Second hand. 

The young gentleman, moreover, foon perceived 
how extremely grateful all thofe panegyrics on his in- 
itrudlors were to Mr. Allworthy himfdf, as th^y fo 

'loudly refoonded the praife of that Angular plan of 

edu- 



edacatibii which lib had laid down: fb^ t£i$ worthy 
mad having obferved the imper^dt inditution of our' 
public fchooU, and the many vices which boys were 
there liable' to learn; had refolved to educate his ne- 
phew^ as well as the other lad, whom he had in a 
jnannerv adoplsed, in his own houfe ; where he thought- 
their morals would efcap<: all that danger of being 
corrupted, to which they would be unavoidably ex- 
pofed in any public fcheol or univerfity. 

Having tterefore determined to commit thcfe boys 
to the tuition of a private tutor, Mr. Thwackum wa^ 
reconvmendcd t<» him^ for that office, by a very parti- 
cular .friend, of whofe underllanding Mr. Allworthy 
had a great opinion, and in whoie integrity he placed 
much confidence. This Thwackum was fellow of\a 
college, where he almoft entirely redded ; and had af 
great reputation k>r learning, religion, and fobriety of 
manners. And thefe were doubtlefs the qUali^Cationd 
by which- Mr. Allworthy-'s ftiend had been induced to'^ 
secooMaend'hiin ; though indeed thi^ frier.^ had fome^ 
obligatioB6 to Thwackum's family, who were the 
moft c(Miiiderablep^fons in a borough which that gen- 
tUmaa-TeprefMitM in parliaaitAt. 

Thwackum, on his firft arrival, was extremely agree-- 
able to Allworthy ; and indeed he perfeAly anfwered 
the chara£ter whi<;h*.had/6een given of him. Upon 
longer acquaii\tance, however, and more intimate con- 
veratiott, t4ii5 woi^hy man faw in^rmities in the tutors 
which he could have wifhed him to have been without ; 
though as thofe feemed greatly over-balanced by his 
good ii}iiaiitk&, they did not inclitie Mr. Allworthy to* 
part with' hinu; nor wonld they indeed have JuftUied 
lUchiaproceedilig: for the reader is greatly miilaken^ 
if he conceives, that Thwackum appeared to Mr. AlU 
worthy in the fame light as he dothto Kim4n this ^ 
hiftory. ; andhe ia;as much deceivedj^ if he imagines, 
that the mod intimate acquaintance which he himfelf 
could have ha4 with that divine, would have informed 
him of thofe 4hii^s which we, from our infpiration, 
are enabled- to open and difcover. • Of readers who 
from.rfnch concetti as thefe condemn the wifdom or 
penetration of Mr. Allworthy^ .1 ihail nojt fcruple, to 

F 3 - fa^ 



to2 Thk history or Bwkm. 

fay, that they make a very bad and nngratefai afe of 
that knowledge which we have communicated to them. 

Thefe apparent errors in the doArine of Thwacknm, 
fervid greatly to palliate the ccMitrary errors in that of 
Si]uare, which our good man no lefs faw and con* 
demned. He thoq^t indeed that the different exu* 
berancies of thefe gentlemen, would coired their dif- 
ferent iroperfeftions ; and that from both, efpecially 
with his aiTiitance, the two lads would derive fufficient 
precepts of true religion and virtue. If the event hap- 
pened contrary to his ex]>eftations, this poffibly.pro^ 
ceeded from u>me fault in the plan itfelt; which the 
reader hath my leave to diicover, if he can : for we do 
liot pretend to introduce any infallible charaAers into 
this hiHory; where we hop.e nothings will be found 
which hath never yet been feen in human nature. 

To return therefore ; the readert will not, I t&inkji 
wonder that the difierent behaviour of the two lads 
above commemorated, produced the different effeds, 
of which Iw hath already feen fomc inftances ; and be* 
fides thiSj there was another reaibn for the -conduit of 
the philofopher and the pedagogue^ but this being 
matter of great importance, we mall reveal it in.the 
next chapter* 

e H A P. VI. 

Ceutaimng a iittn rtafon ftiU fir iii iifiri^MiMtioMed 

opinUw* 

TT is to be known the», that thofe two learned per- 
I fonages, who have lately made a confiderable 
tgure on the theatre of this hi|tory, had from their firft 
arrival at Mr. AUworthy^s houfe, taken fo great an 
aff^dlion^ the one to his virtue^ the other to his re-< 
li^ion, that they had meditated the clofeft .alliance 
with him. 

For this purpofe they had caA theic eyes on that 
fair widow, whom, though we have not for ibmc time 
made any mention of her, the rt^Att, we trufl,^ hath 
not forgot. Mrs. Blifil was indeed the obje^ to which 
they both afpired. 

It 
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It may feem remarkable^ that of four perfons whonv 
we have- commemorated a^t Mr. Allworthy's houfe^ 
three oif them- jfLould fix their inclinations on a lady- 
who was never greatly celebrated for her beauty, and^ 
who was, moreover, now a littje defcended into the 
vale of years J but in reality bofom -friends, and inti-- 
mate acquaintance, have a kind of natural jpropeniity 
to particular, females at the hbufe of a friend,, ^iz. to* 
his grand-mother, mother, filler, daughter, aunty* 
niece, or coufin, whea they are rich ; and to his wife,, 
ruler>. daughter, niece, coufin, miftrefs,. or fervant- 
maid,' if they fhould be handfome. 

We would not, however, have our reader iinaguiie^ 
that perfons of^fuch characters as were fapported by. 
Thwackum and Square, would undertake a matter of* 
this kind, which hath been a little cenfured by fome 
rigid nipralifts, before they had thoroughly examined* 
it^ and confidered whether it was, (as Shakefpear 
plxrafes it) ' ^tufFo'th' confcience' or no. ThwacKum.* 
was encouraged to the undertaking by refle^ng, that 
to covet your neighbour's filler is no where forbidden ;• 
and he knew ic was' a rule in the conilru^ion of alt 
laws, that ' Exfrefum facit cejfare tacitumtJ* The^ 
fenfe of which is, * When a law-giver fets dowiv' 
' plainly ^is whole meaning, we are prevented fronts 
^ making him mean what we pleafe ourfelves.' As. 
fome inilances of women, therefore, are mentioned iiv 
t^e divine law, which forbids us to covet our neigh-*- 
hour's goods, and that. of a fifler omitted, he con ^ 
eluded It to be lawful. ^And as to Square, who wa» 
in his perfoA what is called a jplly fellow, or a widow's 
man, he eafily reconciled his choice to the eternal fitr 
fiefs of things* , 

Now, as both thefe gentlemen were induflrious ia 
taking every opportunity of recommending them- 
felvcs to. the widow, they apprehended one certain me- - 
^od was, by giving^her fon the conftant preference to 
the other lad ; and, as they conceived the Kindnefii,and 
affeftion which Mr. Allworthy (hewed the latter, mud 
be highly difagreeable to her, they doubted not but 
the laying hold on all occafions to degrade and vilify 
him, would be iighly pleafmg to her ;,.who, as fhe 

F 4 ', *hatf ■ 
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hated the boy» muft love all thofe who did him any 
hurt. Jn this Thwack nm had the advantage ; fof 
while Square could only fcarify the poor lads reputa- 
tion, he could flea his (kin ; and, indeed, he confi- 
dered every lalh he gave him as a compliment paid 
to his miflrefs; fo that he could, with the utmoft 
propriety, repeat this old flogging line, ' Caftigo te non 

* qtiod Ci/io habcamy fed quod Am em, I chaRife thee 

• not out of hatred, but out of love.* And this, in- 
deed, he often had in his mouth, or rather, according 
to the old phrafe, never more properly applied, at hi* 
fingers ends. 

For this reafon principally, the two gentlemen con- 
curred, as we have feen above, in their opinion con^ 
ccrning the two lads ; this being, indeed, almoft the 
only inftahce of their concurring in any point : for, 
bcfide the difference of their principles, they had both 
long ago ftrongly fufpedled each other's defign, and 
hated one another with no little degree of inveteracy. 

This mutual animoiity was a good deal increafed 
by their alternate fuccelTes ; for Mrs. Bliiil knew what 
they would be at long before they imagined it ; or, 
indeed, intended (he fhould : for they proceeded with 
great caution, left ihe fhould be o^^ended, and ac- 
quaint Mr. Alhvorthy. But they had no reafon foi' 
any fuch fear ; fhe was well enough pleafed with i 
paiHon, of which fhe intended none fhould have any 
fruits but herfelf. And the only fruit fhe defigned 
for herfelf, were flattery and courtfhip ; for which pnr- 
pofe, fhe foothed them by turns, and a long time 
equally. She was, indeed, rather inclined to favour 
the parfbn's principles ; but Square's perfon was more 
agreeable to her eye, for he was a comely man ; 
Wiereas the pedagogue did in countenance very nearly 
referable that gentleman, who, in the Harlot's Pro^ 
grefs. Is feen correfting the ladies in Bridewell. 

Whether Mrs, Blifil had been furfcited with thd 
fvveets of marriage, or difgufled by its bitters, or from 
what other caufc it proceeded, I will not determinie j 
but fhe could never oe brought to liflen to any fecoftd 
propofals. However, fhe at lafl converfed with Square 
with fuch a dcnee of intimacy, that waliciovs tongue§ 
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beg^n to whifper things of her, to which, as wdl fo^' 
thefakc of the lady, as that they were highljr diiagreei 
able to. the rule of right, and the fitntfsof things^ 
we will 'give no credit, and therefore fhalJ ilot blot 6ul^ 
paper wrth them. The pedagogue, 'tis certain, whipt 
on, without getting a flep nearer to hi^ourni57*3 end. 

Indeed he had cannnitted a great error; and that 
Square difcovered mach fobner than himfelf. Mrs. 
Blifil (as, perhaps, the reader may. have formerly 
guefTed) was not over arfii above pleafed with' the be- 
haviour of her hufband ; nay.^ to be honrfl^j (he ah-" 
folutely hated him,' till his death, at laft, a little re- 
conciled him to her ^cflions'.' It will not be there-' 
fore greatly wondered at, if (he had net the moft vio-. 
lent regard to the offspring flie had by him*- Ahd;^ 
in fadb, fhe had fo little of this regard that in his in-< 
fency five feldbm faw her fon, or took any notice of - 
him ; and hei^ce fhe acq;uiefced, after a little reludance,, 
in all the favours which Mjf, Allworthy fhower<ed on* 
the foundling ; whom the good man called his own* 
boy, and in all things put on an entire equality with 
Mafter Blifil. This lacquiefcence in Mrs. Blifil was* 
confidered by the neighbours, and by the family, as a 
xnark of her condefcenfion ta her brother's humour, 
and fhe was imagined by all others, as well as Thwackum 
and S<|uare,. to hate the foundling in her heart ; nay, 
the more civility (tkc (hewed. him, the move they con- 
ceived flie detefled him, and the furcr fchemes fhe was. 
laying for his ruin : for as they thought it her intereft 
to hate him, ik was very difiicult for her to perfuade 
them fhe did not. 

Thwackum was. the more confirmed in iiis opinionji 
as fhe had more than once flily caufed him to whip 
Twn Jones, when Mr. All worthy, who was an enemy 
to this exercire> was abroad ; whereas fhe had never 
given any fuch orders concerning young Blifil. And 
^ this had like wife impofed upon Square. In reality, 
though fhe certainly hated her own fonj of which, 
however monflrous it appears, I am affured fhe is not 
a fingular inftance, fhe appeared, notwithf^anding all 
her outward compliance, to be in her heart fufficiently 
difpleaftd with all the favovnr (hewn by Mr. AHworthy 
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to the found ling. Ske^freqaeatly complained of this 
Behind her brother's back, and very fharply cenfured 
him for it, both to Thwackom and Square ; nay, 
jQie w.ould throw it in the teeth of All worthy himfelf, 
when a little quarrel^ ox miff, as it is vulgarly called, 
arofe between them* ' 

However, when Tom grew up, and gave tokens 
ef that gallantry of temper which greatly recom- 
mends men to women, tlus^^iiinclination, which fhe 
had difcovered to him when. a. child, by degrees 
abated, and at lad fhe fo evidently demon^ated her 
affe^ion to him to be much Wronger than what (he 
bore her own fexji, that it was impoffible te miflake 
her any longer. She was defirous of oflten feeing 
liim, and difcovered fuch fatisfadion and delight in 
Mis company/ tha^ before he was eighteen years old,, 
]^ was become a rival of both Square and Thwackum ;. 

' and what is wor(e, the whole country began to talk as 
Ibudly of her inclination to Tom, as they had before 
4one of that which (he had fhewa to Square ; on 
which account the philofopher conceived the sioft im* 

placable hatred for our poor hero« 

C H. A P. VII^ 

In tju^icb the author him/elf makes his af^arance 9» 

the fiage- 

THOUGH Mr. AUworthy was nof of himfelf 
hafly to fee things in a . difadv^ntageous light, 
and was a ftranger to the public voice, which feldom. 
reaches to a brother or a hufband, though it rings in 
the cars of all the neighbourhood ; yet was this affec- 
tion of Mrs. Blifil to Tom, and the preference which 
ihe too vNibly gave him. to her own £bn, of the utmoft 
difadvantage to that youth. 

For fuch was the compaffion which inhabited Mf.. 
A II worthy's mind., that nothing but the fleej of juilice 
could ever fubdue it. To be unfortunate in any re- 
{pe^ was fuf&cient, if there was no demerit to coun- 
ferpoire it, to turn the fcale of that good man's pity, 
and to engage his friendlbipj and his benefaftion. 

When 
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When tlierefore he plainly faw Mafler Blifil was^ 

ab/blutely detefled (for that he was) by his own 

mother, he began> on that account only, to look with 

I an eye of comp^^on upon him ; and what the eiFeAs 

I of cooipailioA a,re in good and benevolent minds^ I 

need not here explain to mofl of niy readers,- 

Henceforward, he faw every appearance *oif virtue' 
in the youth through the magnifying end, axid viewed* 
all his faults, with the glafs inverted, fo that they be. 
came fcarce perceptible. And this perhaps the ami- 
able temper of pity may make commendable; but* 
the next flep the weaknefs of human nature alone- 
mull excufe : for he no fooner p.erceived that prefe- 
rence wjiich Mis* Blifil gave to Ton*, than that poor - 
youth (however ijnnocent) began to fink in bis affec- 
tions as he rofe in hers. ThiS| it is true, would of 
itfelf alone never have been able to eradicate Jonea, 
from his bofom ; but it was greatly injurious to him, 
and prepared Mr. Allworthy's mind for thofe imprcf- 
fions, which afterwards produced the mighty events 
that will be contained hereafter in this hiflory ; and to. 
which, it mail be con fed, the unfouanate lad, by his 
own wantonnefs, wildnefs, and want of caution, too 
much contributed. 

. In recording fome inilances of thefe, we ihall, if 
rightly upderftood, afford a very ufeful le^oh to thofo 
well-difpofed youths, who fhall hereafter be our rea- 
ders 1 for they may here find that, goodnefs of heart, 
and openneis of temper, though thefe may give 
them great comfort within, and adminiller to an 
honeft pride in their own minds, will by no means, 
alas I do their bufinefs in the world. Prudence and 
circumfpe dlion. are neceffary even to the beft of men. 
They are indeed as it were a, guard^to virtue, without 
which fhe can never be fafe. It is not enough that 
your deiigns, nay that your actions, are intrinfically 
good, you ' mufl take care they ihall appear fo. If 
your inilde be never fo beautiful, you muil preferve 
a fair outfide alfo. This muft'be conftantly looked 
to, or malice and envy will take care to blacken it ib, 
tlut.the fagacity and goodnefs of an All worthy w^l 
Bot be «ble to fee through it, and tadifcern the beau- 
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ties within^ Let this, my young- readers, be your 
conftant maxiniy that no man can be good enoagh to 
enable him to negle6l the rules of prudence ; nor will 
virtue herfelf look beautiful, unlefs^ fhe be ^bedecked 
with the outward ornaments of decency and decorum. 
And this precept, my worthy difcipies, if you read 
with due attention, you will, I hope, find fufficiently 
enforced by examples in- the following pages. 

I aik pardon for this (hort appearance, by way of 
chofus, on the flage. It is in reality for my own 
fake, that while I am difcovering the rocks on which 
innocence and goodnefs often fplit, I may not be mif- 
tmderftood to recommend the very means to my 
worthy readers, by which I intend to fhew them they 
will be undone. And this, as I could not prevail cm 
any of my aftors to (peak, I myfelf was obliged to 
declare. 

C H A F. viir. 

jf cbiUi/b incident 9 in ivlncJ^i ho*wi^£r, is fun a geed" 
naiured di/p^fition in Tern ycnes* 

THE reader may remember, that Mr. Allwor- 
ihy gave Tom Jones a little horfe, as a kind 
oi fmart-money for the pnnifixmcnt, which he ima- 
gined he had fuffered innocently. 

This horfe Tom kept above half a year; and then 
rode him to a neighbouring fair and fol4 him. 

At his return, being queMoned by Thwackom, 
what he had done with the money for which the horfe 
was fold, he frankly declared he would npt tell him. 

* Oho !' fays Thwackum, ^ you will not ! then. I 
• will have it out of your br— h ;' that being the place 
to which he always applied for information on every 
doubtful occaiion. 

Tom was now mounted on the l^ck of a footman,, 
and every thing prepared for execution, wiien Mr. 
A 11 worthy entering the room, gave the criminal a 
reprieve, and took hjm with him into another, apart-* 
ment; where being alone with Tom, he pot the famtf 

^ttieHion 
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queSioKt' to hifti v^ick Thwaekum had htf&ifh alke({ 
hiinf. . ■ ^ 

Tom anfwercd; h«, could £n duty reftife hint no- 
thing $ btt^t a» for that tyrannical rafcal. He wouldf 
nevei* make him any other anfwer t'han with' a cud gel i, 
with which he hoped foon to be able to pay him for alf 
his barbitlfiee. 

Mr. Allworthy very fcvercly rcprrmanded the lad, 
for Jhsl indecent and diirefpedlfnl exprefHo'ns concern- 
ing his iftafter ; but much more for his avowing an in- 
tentioki of revenge. He threatened him with the entire 
lofs of his favour, if he ever heard fuch another word 
from hift m'outh ; for he faid, he would never fupport 
or befrietid -a reprobate. By thefe and the like decla- 
r4tioii»/ 'he extorted fome compitndlion . from Toni, 
in which that youth was not over fincere : for he really 
meditated fomfe return for all the fmarting favours 
kc had received at the hands of the pedagogue. 
He was, however, brought by Mr. Allworthy to ex^ 
prefs a concern for his refentmettt againfl: Thwackum ; 
and then the good -man, after fome wholefome admo- 
nition, permitted him to proceed, which he did, ^d 
follows : 

' Indeed, my dear Sir, I love and honour you more 

* than all the world: I know the grtfat obligation!* I 

* have to jrou, arid ihould deteft myfelf, if I thought^ 
' my heart was capable of ingratitude. Could thef 

* little- horfe you gave me fpeak, I am furc he could 
' tell you how fond I was of your prefenj : for I had 

* more pleafuje in feeding him, than in riding him, 

* Indeed, Sir, it went to my heatt to' part with him ; 

* nor would I have fold him upon any other accounjt 
' in the world than wh^t 1 did. You yourfelf* ^ir,' 

* I am convinced, in my ^afe, would have done the 

* fame : for none ever fo fenfibly felt the misfortunes 

* of otherst^ What would yon feel, dear Sir, if you 
' thought yourfelf the occafion of * them !-^Inde^d, 

* Sir, there never was any mifery like theirs/. * 
' Like whofe, child ?' fays Allworthy : ' What do 

* you mean V * Oh, Sir,' anfwered Tom, • your 
'poor game-keeper, with all his large family, ever 
^ fiikce y<mr difcarding him, have been perifhing with 

' all 
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crime, as ft appeared to hiin ; inveighing' a^aiafl 

Tom ia the ftiofl. bitter terms^ and likening-him to 

the buyers and iellers who ' were driven out of the j 

iemple. 

Square fiiw thk ttiatter in a very dxJfFerent light.- 
He laid, he could not perceive any higher criinc in 
felling one book^ than in felling another. That to I 
fell bibles was ftri6lly lawful by all the laws bbthdivine ] 
and human, and confequently there was*no unfitnefs 
in it. He told Thwacknm that his gr«at concern 
on this occafion brought to his mind the dory of a 
very devout woman, who, out of pure regard to reli- 
gion, (Vole Tillotfon*s fermons fr(»n a lady of her ac^ 
^uaintance; 

This ftory caufed a vaft quantity of blood to ruili 
into the parfon*s face, which of itfelf was none of 
the paleft ; and he was going to reply with great 
warmth and anger, had not Mrs. Blifil, who waspre- 
fent at this debate, interpofed. That lady declared 
herfelf abfolutely of Mr. Square's &de. '^ She argued, 
indeed, very learnedly in Aipport of his opinion ; and 
l;oncluded with faying, if Tom had been guilty -of 
any fault, fhe muft confefs her own fon appeared to 
be equally culpable ; for that ihe could fee no diffe- 
rence ' between, the buyer and the feller ; both of 
whom were alike to be driven out of the temple. 

Mrs. Blifil having declared her opinion put an end 
to the debate. Square's triumph would almoft have 
ik>pt his words, had he needed them ; and Thwackum, 
who, for reafons before- mentioned, durft not venture 
At difobliging the lady, was almoil choaked with 
indignation. As to Mr. . Allworthy, he faid, lince 
the boy had been already puniihed, he would not 
deliver his ientiments on the occafion ; and whether 
he was, or was not angry with the lad, I muft leave 
to the reader's own conjedlure. 

Soon after this, an action was brought againft the 
game-keeper by 'Squire Weftern (the gentleman in 
whofe manor the partridge was killed) for dcpreda* 
lions of the Hke kind. This was a moft unfortunate 
circumftan'ce for the fellow, as it not only of itfelf 
threatened his r9in> bat a^ually prevented Mr. Alt- 
*^ ' worthy 
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worthy from reiloring him to his favour ! for as that 
gentleman was walking. out one eyening with Mafter 
fiii£l and young Jbnes, the latter flily drew him to 
the habitation of Black George j where the family of 
that poor wretch, namely> his ' wife and children, 
were found in* all the mifery with which cold, hunger, 
and nakednefi^, can siffe^' human creatures: for-as t# 
the money' they had received from Jones,, former debts 
had confonved almofl the whole. 

Such a fcene as .this could not fail of aiFe£ling the 
heart of Mr. Allworthy. He immediately gave the 
mother a couple of guineas, with which he bid het 
cloath her children. The poor woman buril into 
tears at this -fgoodnefs, and while (he was thanking 
him, could not refrain from expreifing her gratitude 
to Tom ; who* had, fhe faid, long preferved both 
her and here from ftarving. * We have, not/ feys Ihe, 
' had a morfel to eat, nor have the fe poor children 
' had a rag to put on> hut what his gpodnefs had be* 
* ftowed on us.* For indeed, befides the horfe and thj^ 
hible, Tom had facrijiced a night>gawn and othei; 
things to the ufe of this diftreffed family. 

Oft their return home Tom: made ufe of all his elo-i 
qocnce to difplay the wre^chednefs of thefe peoplet 
and the penitence oif Klack Qeorge .himfelf ; andby^ 
this he fuccecded fo well* that Mr» Afl worthy rfaid h* 
thought the man had.fuffered enough for what wa$ 
paft'^ that he would forgive him, and think of fom^ 
nieans of providing for him and his family. 

Jones was £b delighted with this news, that though 
It was dark when they returned home, he could noi 
help going back a mile, in a flipwer, of r^a, to ac« 
Quaint the poor woman with the dad tidings; but, 
like other hafty divulgers of news, he only brought 04 
himfelf the trouble of contracting^ it : for - the }\U 
rortuneof Black George laadfeufe of thcj very oppoxr 
t^nity of his friend's abfencc to overturn aU,ajani. ^ 
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CHAP X. 

/» wild Majter Blifl and J9nes appear in difftrtnf 

Jighti^ 

MASTER Blifil fell very (kort of kit companion 
in the amiabk quality of mercy ; but he as 
greatly exceeded him m one of a much higher kind, 
namely, in juflice: in which he fallowed both the 
precepts and example of Thwackum and Square ; for 
though they would both make f];ec[uent ufe of the 
word mercy, yet it was plain, that m reality Square 
held it to be inconfiftent with the rale of right ; and 
Thwackum was for doing }a(lice, and leaving mercy 
to heaven. The two gentlemen did indeed fomewhat 
differ in opinion concerning the obje6ls of this fab- 
lime virtue ; by which Thwackum would probably 
have deilroyed one half of mankind, and Square the 
other half. 

Mailer Blifil then, though he had kept filence in 
the pre fence of Jones, yet when he had better conii- 
cTered the matter, could- by no means endure the 
thoughts of fufiering his uncle to confer favours on 
the undeferving. He therefore refolved ihimediately 
to acquaint him with the fa£l' which we have above 
flightiy hinted to the readers. The truth of which 
was as^ follows : 

The game-keeper about a year after he was difroif- 
fed from Mr^ Allworthy's fervice, and^before Tom's 
felling the horfe, being in want of bread, either to 
£11 Ins own mouth, or tho& of his family, as he 
pafled through a field belonging to Mr. WefterB^ 
efpied a hare fitting in her form. This hare he had 
bafely and barbaroufly knocked on the head, againft 
the laws of the land, and no kfs againU the laws of 
fportfmen. 

The higler to whom the hare was fold, being un- 
fortunately taken many months after with a quantity 
of same upon him^ was' obliged to make his peace 
with the 'fquire, by becoming evidence againft fome 
j^baclior..' And now Black George was pitched upon 

by 
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by hkok^ aa being a perfon already obaoxious to Mr* 
Weilern, and one of no good fame in the country. 
He was, befides, the beil facriiice the higler could 
make, as he had (iipplied him with ho game fince ^ 
and by this means the witnefs had an opportunity of 
icreeniB^ his better cuftomers : for the '(quire, bfing 
charmed with the po^er of puniihing Black George^, 
whom a iingle tranfgreinon was fuiHcient to ruin, made * 
no further enquiry. 

Had this ladt been trnly laid before Mr. All worthy^ 
it migh^ probably have done the game -keeper very 
little mi&hief. But there is no zeal blinder than that 
whickis iafpired with the love of juilice againll of- 
fenders. Mades Blifil had' forgot the dii^ance of the 
time. He varied likewife in the manner of the fat^ : 
and, by the hafty addition, of the iingle letter S, he 
con&desably altered the Jftory : for he &id that George 
Had wired hares^ Thefe alterations might probably 
have been fet right, had not Mailer Bliiil unluckily 
irififted on a promife of fecrecy from Mr, Allworthy, 
before he revealed the matter to him ;' but, by that 
means, the poor game* keeper was condemned, with- 
out haying any opportunity to- defend hi^ifelf ^ for as 
the fa^ of kiiUng the hare, and of the adion brought je 
were certainly true, Mr. AUworthy Jiad no doubt con- 
cerning the reft. 

Short-lived ^then was the joy^ of thefe poor people ; 
for Mr. AUworthy the next morning declared he had 
freft reafon, without aifigning it, for his anger, ^nd 
ilridtly forbad Tom to mention George anv more j 
though as for his family, he faid, he woula endea,- 
vour to-keop^them from ftarving; but as tp the fellow, 
hitnfelf, he would leaver him to the lawsj, which no- 
thing CQuld. keep him from breaking. 

Toia could by no means divine what had incenfed 
Mr^ AUworthy i for of Majler Blifil he had not th^ 
kail fufpicion,. However, as his friendihip was. to be 
lired out by no difappointments, he now determined 
to try another method of preferving the poor game-^v 
keeper from ruin* 

Joaes was lately grown very intimate with Mr. Wef- 
^^^« He had ii greatly recommended bimfelf to 

' that 
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that gentlematty by leaping over five^baned gates^ 
and by other a^s of fportmanfliip^ that the 'fqoire had 
declared Tom would certainly make a great maa^ if 
he had but fufficient encouragement. He often wiih- 
ed he had himfelf a fon 'with fuch parts ; and one day 
very folemnly aflerted at a drinking bout, that Tom- 
ftiould hunt a pack of hounds for a thoufand pounds 
6f h^ money, with any hontfman in the whole coun- 
try. 

By fuch ]cind of talents he had fo ingratiated him- 
felf with the 'fquire, that he was a moft welcome gucft 
at his table, and a favourite companion, in his fport : 
every thing which the 'fquire held moil dear, to wit^ 
his guns, dogs, and horfes, were now as much at the 
command o^ Jones, as if they had been his own. He 
refolved therefore to make ufe of this favour on behalf 
of his friend Black Georee, whom he hoped to intro- 
duce into Mr. Weftern's family, in the fame capacity 
in which he had before ferv'ed Mr* Allworthy.^ 

The reader, if he coniiders that this fellow was al- 
ready obnoxious to Mr. Weftetn, and if he confiders 
farther the weighty bufinefs bv which that gentleman's 
difpleafure had been incurred, will perhaps cojademn 
this as a foolifh and defperate undertaking ; but if he 
ftould totally condemn young* Jones. on that account, 
he will greatly applaud nim tor ilrengtheiuag himfeif 
with all imaginable interefl on fo arduous aitoccaiion. 

- For th^s purpofe then Tom applied to Mr. Weftern's 
daughter, a young lady of about feventeen years of 
^S^> whom her father, next after thof&neceflary imple- 
ments of fport jtt^ before-mentioned, loved aad e^em- 
ed above all the world« Now, as ihe had fome in. 
ftuence on the 'fqnire, fo Tom had fome little influ* 
ence on her. But this being the intended heroine of 
this work, a lady with whom we ourfelves are gxeatly 
In love, and with whom many of our readers wrfl 
j>robably be in love too before we part, it is by no 
means proper ihe fhoold make her appearance in the 
(mi of a book* • . 
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BOOK IV. 

^Qniatning the time of a year^ 

CHAP. I. 
^Containing four pagej" of papers, 

AS truth diftin^uifhes ouf writings from thofe 
idle romances which are filled with monfters, 
. the produftions, not of nature, but of <lir- 
tempcred brains ; and which have been therefore re- 
commended l>y an eminent critic to the fole ufe of, 'the 
paftry-cook : fo,. on the other hand^ we would avoid 
any refemblance to that kind of biilory which a eele^ 
brated poet feems to think is no lefs calculated for the 
enaolument of the brewer, as the reading it ihQttld bfC 
always attended with a tankard of good ale* 

While — hiftory with her comrade ale. 
Sooths the fad feries of her ferious tale. 

For a^ this is the liquor of modern hiiloriaiis, nay, 
*perhaps nheir mufe, if we may believe the opinion of 
Butler, who attributes infpiration to ale, it ought 
likewife to be the potation of their readers, lince every 
book ought to be read with the fame fpirit, and in 
the fame manner,. as it is writ. Thus th^: famous 
Author of-HuHoihrnmbO) told a learned bifhop> thfit 
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the reafon liis lordfhip could not tafte the excellence 
of his picce^ was, that he did not read it with a fiddle 
in his nand ; which inih-umentlie him(elf had always 
had in his own, when he compofed it. 

That our work, therefore; mi^ht be iu no danger 
of being likened to the labours ofthefe hiftorians, we 
have taken every occafion of interfperfing through the 
whole fuiidry fimilies, defcriptions, and other kind of 
poetical embelHfhments. Theft are, indeed, de/igned 
to fupply the place of the faid ale, and to .refrefh the 
mind, whenever thofe (lumbers which in a long work 
are apt to invade the reader as well as the writer, ihatl 
begin to creep upon him. Without interruptions oi 
this kind, ^ the beft narrative of plain matter of faft 
muft over-power every reader ; for nothing 'but tht 
everlafling watchfulnefs, which Homer has aicribed 
only to Jove himfelf, can be proof againfl a news- 
paper of many volumes. 

We fhall leave to the reader to determine with what 
judgment we have chofeh the feverai occafions for 
infertine thofe brnamental parts of our work. Surely 
it will be allowed that none could be more proper 
than the prefent ; where we are about to introduce a 
confiderable chara^er on the fcene ; no lefs, indeed, 
than the heroine of this heroic, hiftorical, profaic 
' poem. Here, therefore, we have thought proper to 
prepare the mind of the reader for her reception, by 
• Suing it with every pteaiing image, which we can 
' draw from the face of nature. And for this method 
- we plead many precedents. Firft, this is an art well 
known to, and much pradtifed by, our tragick poets ; 
who feldom fail to prepare their audience for the re- 
ception of their principal charafters. 

Thus the hero is always introduced with a flouriih 
of drums and trumpets, in order to roufe a martial 
Tpirit in the audience, and to accommodate their ears 
to bombaft and fuilian, which Mr. Lock's blind man 
would not have grofsly erred in likening to the found 
ef^ trumpet. Again, when lovers are coming forth, 
foft mutic often con duels them on the ftage, either to 
footh the audience with the foftnefs of the tender pal- 
fion, or to lull and prepare them for tha$ gjentlc ilum- 

her 
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her in wUcH tkey will moft probably be compofed bjr 
the enftting fcene. ^ ^ 

And not only the poets » but* the mafters of theiis 
poetSy the managers of play-houfes, feem 4Q be in 
this fecret ; foCy^beAdes the aforefaid kettle drums. Sec. 
which denote the hero's approach, he is generally 
.u(hered on the ilage by a large troop of half a dozen 
fcene-flufteiis ; ^d how neceiTary thefe.are imamned 
.to his appeaj^ance, may be concluded from the follow- 
ing theatrical ilory^ 

King Pyrrhus was at dinner at an alehonfe border* 
ing on the theatre, when he was fummoned to ro on 
the ftage« The hero, being unwilling >to quit Ms 
Ihoulder.of onuttOB, and as unwilling to draw on him- 
ielf the indignation of Mr. Wilks, (his brother ma* 
«age£) £oT making the audience wait, had bribed thefe 
his harbingers to be out of the way. While Mr. 
Vi^ilks, therefore, was thundering out, * Where are 
* the carpenters to walk on before King Pyrrhus,* 
that monarch very quietly eat his mutton, ac^d the 
audience, however impatient, were obliged to cntet- 
tain themfelves with mufic in his abfence. 
, To be plain, I much quefiion whether the politi- 
cian, who hath generally a good nofe, had not fcented 
4>at fomewhat of the utility of this pra&ice. I am con* 
vimced that awful magiHrate my lord-mayor contra£(s 
a good deal of that reverence which attends him thro* 
the year, by the feveral pageants which precede his 
pomp. Nay^ I mud confefs, that even I myfelf, who 
am not remarkably liable to be captivate4 with ihow, 
Ifcave yielded .not a little to the impreffions of much 
preceding ftate. When! hayeTeen^aman ftrutting in 
a proc^ifion, after others whofe baiinefs was 'only to 
walk before,him, I have conceived a higher no^on ^£ 
his dignity, than I have felt on feeing him in a com- 
nion fituation. But there is one inflance, which comes 
exaftly up to my /purpofe. This is the cudom of 
fending on a bafket-woman, who is to precede the 
pomp at a coronation, and to ftrew the ftage with 
flowers, before the great perfonagpS; begin their pro- 
eclEoA. The antients would 'certainly hav^ ii\yoked 
'^^ g«lde& Floia/or this, p^rpp^e, and i^ would have 
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been nadificnlty.fbr their prieibor pfilitkiafis'to4unre 

jperfnaded the people of the real prefence of thedekx^ 
thodgh a plain mortal had perfonated her, and per- 
formed Ker office. But we have no fuch' deiign of 
impoiing'on onr reader ; and therefor^ thofe whaob- 
jed to the heathen theology, may, if tiiey pleafe, 
.change our goddefs into the above-mentioned balket* 
woman. Oar intention, in ihort, -isto introd«ce our 
heroine with the -ntraoft-foleranity in oar power, with 
mn .elevation pf ftile, and all^ other circumftances pro- 
'per td raife the veneration of onr reader. Indeed we 
^ould, for certain canfes, advift 'tho(^ of -our male 
'readers who have any 'hearts, to read ho -farther, were 
we not well aflured, that how amiable foever the pic- 
ture of our heroine will-appear, as it is really a copy 
^roni nature; many of our iair con^lry-wt^ihen Urill be 
•found worthy to fatisfy any pafiion, «nd ta uifwer any 
lidea of female perfedion, which our pencil ¥411 be 
ahle tT> raife. 

An<i nt}w, without iaxy further prefaoe> * we proceed 
to oin- next chapter. 

. C H A p. U. 

AJhort hint of tvhat nve can do in thejuhlime^ mnd a dt^ 
Jcription of Mifs Sophia Weftem* 

HUSjrfED be .every ruder breath* .May the 
heatheii rukr of the winds confine in iron chaios 
' the boifterous limbs of nbify Boreas, and the fharp- 
pointed no^ of bitter, biting Eurus. • Do thou, fwoet 
• Zcphyfiis, rifing from thy fragrant bed, mount the wef- 
tem flcy, and lead on thofe delicious gales> the charms 
of which call forth the lovely Flora' from her cham- 
"ber, perfumed with pearly dews, when on the fa^ of 
Jun^, her birth-day, the blooming maid, in loofe 
attiTjp/ gently trips it over the«veraant:mead]^ where 
every fiower rifes to do her homage* 'till the whole 
field' become enamelled, asid colours contend with 
fweets Which ftiall Vaviih hef mod. 
• So ' cHatxttirig' -may ' Ihe now appear ; . and .you. the 
'' f&gfther^Ai)rHter« ^of i>Atyr«, Vhofe fwectcil notes not 

even 
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^en Handel can excdlj tone your melodious throatt^ 
to celebrate her appearaace. From lore proceeda 
your mufic, and to love k retuns. Awaken thereforii 
tiiat. gentle paffion in tvtty fwiun : for, lo ! adorned 
with all the charms in which nature can array her ; 
hcdecked with beauty* yo«th« fprightlinefs, inno- 
cence, modefty, and tenaernefsy breathing fweetneis 
from her rofy lips» and darting brightneis from her 
fparkUng-eyes, the lovely Sophia comes. 

Reader, perhaps thou haft feen the ftatne of the 
Fgftut de Mtditis. Pcrh^ too, thou haft feen tine 
gallery of beauties at Hainpton*Court. Thou may^ft 
jemejnber each br^ht Churchill of the gallaxy, and 
all the toafts of the Kit-cat. Or if their reign was be- 
fore thy times, at leaft thou haft feen their daughters, 
the no left dazling beauties of the prefent age ; whofe 
names, ftiould we here infert, we apprehend they 
would fill the whole volume. 

Kow if thou haft feen all thefe, be not afraid of the 
rude anfwer which lord Rochefter once gave to a 
man, who had feen many things. No. If thou haft 
feen all thefe without knowing ^at beauty is, thou 
haft no eyes ; if without feeling its power, thou haft no 
heart. 

Yet is it poffibleu my friend, that thon mayeft havo 
feen all theie, without being able to form an exad idea 
of Sophia: for ftie did not exactly refemble any of 
them. She was moft like the picture of lady Rane- 
lagh ; and I have heard more ftill to the famous 
dutchefs of Mazarine; but moft of all, ihe refembled 
one whofe image never can depart from my breaft, 
and whom if thou doft remember, thon haft then, my 
friend, an^adequate Idea of Sophia. 

But left this fhould not have been thy fortune, we 
will endeavour with our utmoft Ikill, to defcribe this 
paragon, though we are feniible that our higheft abi- 
lities are ytxy inadeciuate to the tafk. 

Sophia then, the only daughter of Mr. Weftern, 
was a middle Az^ed woman ; but rather inclining to 
tall. Her fhape was not only exadl, but extremely 
delicate ; and the nite proportion of her arms promifed 
the troeft fymmetry in her limbs. Her hair, which 
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•was black, was ft> laxuiiinit, that it reached her aud- 
Ale, before (he cut it to eomply with the modern 
faihion ; and it was now curled fo gracefully in her 
neck^ that few conld belieire it to be her own. If 
.envy could find any part of tiie fkce which demanded 
4efs commendation than the xtSt, tt might poffiblf 
think her forehead might have been higner without 
fprejudice to her. Her eye-brows were full, even, 
and arched beyond the power of art to imitate. Her 
black eyes had a luftre m them, which all her foftnefs 
<ould not extingnifh. Her nofe was exa^ly re|;ular, 
and her mouth, in which were two rows of ivory, 
exadly anfwered Sir John Suckling^s defcription ia 
-thofe lines : 

Her lips were red, and one was thin, 
jCompar'd to that was next her chin. 
Some bee had ftung it newly. 

'Her cheeks were of the oval kind ; and in her right 
.*ihc had a dimple,' which the leaft fmile difcovered. 
Her chin had cert^nly its fhare in forming the beauty 
of her face ; but it was difficult to (ay it was either 
'iarge or fmall, though perhaps it was rather of the 
former kind. Her complexion had rather more of the 
lilly than of the rbfe ; but when exercife, or modefty, 
encreafed her natural cdlour, no vermillion could 
equal it. Then one might indeed cry out with the 
celebrated Dr. Donne, 

■ Her pure and eloquent blood 

Spoke in her cheeks, and to diftinfkly wrought^ 

That. one might almoft fay her body thought. 

Her neck was long and finely turned : and here, if 
I was not afraid of oiFending her delicacy, I might 
juilly fay, the higheft beauties of the famous Fexus de 
Medicis were outdone. Here was whitenefs -which no 
lillies, ivory, nor alabafter could match. The fineil 
^cambric might indeed be fuppofed from envy to cover 
that bofom, which was much whiter than itfelf. — It 
was indeed, 

i^itor fplendcns farU marnwe furius* 
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' A glofs ihining beyond the pureft brightnefs of 
' Parian marble.' 

^ Such was the outfide of Sophia ; nor was this beau* 
tifal frame difgraced by an inhabitant unworthy of it^ 
Her mind was every way equal to her perfon ; nay, 
the latter borrowed fome charms from the former : 
for when fhe fmiled, the fweetnefs of her tefiiper dif- 
fufed that glory over her countenaxkce, which no re - 
guiarity of features can give. But as there are no 
Derfedions of the mind which do not difcovcr them- 
lelves, in that perfed intimacy, to which we intend 
to introduce our reader, with this charming young 
creature ; ib it is needlefs to mention- them here ; nay« 
it is a kind of tacit affront to our reader's underftand- 
inj^, and ma,y alfo rob him of that pleafure which he 
will receive in forming his own judgment of her cha- 
rafter. 

It may, however, be proper to fay, that whatever 
mental accomplifhments me had derived from nature^ 
they were Ibmewhat improved and cultivated by art : 
for (he had been educated under the care of an aunt^ 
who was a lady of mat difcretion, and was tho« 
roughly acquainted with the world, having lived ii% 
her youth about the court, whence Ihe had retired 
fome years iince into the country. By her conyerfa* 
tion and inflrufttonsj Sophia was perfedlly well bred» 
though perhaps ihe wanted a little of that eafe in her 
behaviour, which is to be acquired only by habit, 
and living within what is called the polite circle* 
But this, to fay the truths is often too dearly pur- 
chafcd ; and though it hath charms fo inexpreffible^ 
that the French, perhaps, among other qualities, mean 
to exprefs this, when they declare they know not 
what it is ; yet its abfence is well compenfated by in- 
nocence ; nor can good fenfe^ and a natural gentility, 
ever ftand in need pf it. 
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C H Jl P. HL 

Whir tin the hijtory ^es tatk tO'^ommemarmie^ trifling 2«- 
€idtnt that oafftned fame years fin<i\ hot nubich^ tri* 
fling as it was^ bad fame Jutnre con/efnoKes* 

/'I ^HE amiable Sopkla was now in kcr eighteentk 
I year^ wken (he is introduced into tkis hiftory. 
Htr father, as hath been fsudf was £)nder of her than 
4>f any other human creature. To her, therefore, 
Tom Tones applied, in order to engage her intereftoa 
the behalf of his friend the game-Jceeper. 

But before we proceed to this bufinefs, a fhort 
lYcapitulation of iome previous matters may be ne« 
ceiTary. 

Though the diferent tempers of Mr. Allworthy. 
joid of Mr. Weftern* did not admit of a very intimate 
correfpondence, yet they lived upon what is called a 
decent footing together ; by which means the youi^ 
people of both families had been acquainted from their 
infancy ; and as they were all near of the fame age, 
liad been frequent play-mates together. 

The gaiety of Tom's temper faited better with 
Sophia, than the grave and fober difpofition of Mailer 
Blifil. And the preference which flie gave the former 
of thefe, would c^en appear fo plainly, that a lad of 
a more paffionate tarn than Mailer Blifil was, might 
have diewn fome difpleafure at it. 

As he did not, however, outwardly exprefs any 
-fuch difguft. It would be an ill office m us to pay a 
riiit to the inmoft recefTes of his mind, as fome fcan- 
idalous people iearch into the moft fecret affairs of 
their friends, and often pry into their dofets and 
cupboards, only to difcover their poverty and mean- 
meis to the world. 

However, as perfons who fufpeA they have given 
others caufe of offience, are apt to conclude they are 
ofFended; fo Sophia imputed an action of Mailer 
Blifil to his anger, which the fuperior fagacity of 
Thwackum and Square difccmcd to have arifen from a 
fluich bettor principle. 

Tom 
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Tom Jone9> wbeti rcyy jowig, had prefented So- 
phia with^a littler, bird^ which he had taken from the 
Aeft> had nnr-fed up, and taoght to fing.' 

Of this bird, Sophia, then- about thirteen^ yearr 
old, was lb extremely fond, that her chief bufmefi* 
was to teed and tend it, and her chief pleafute to play' 
with it. By thefe means little Tommy, fop fo the* 
bird was called, was become fo tame, that it would 
feed out of the hand of its mif^refs, would perch- uponi 
her £nger, and lie contented* in her bofom, where it 
feemed almoft ieniible of its own happLaefs ; though^ 
(he always kept a fmall firing about its leg, no]> would- 
ever truft it with the liberty of flying away. 

One day, wheiv Mr. AM worthy and his whole family 
dned at Mt. Weftern's, Mafter Blifil, beiftg in the' 
garden with littk Sophia> and obferring the extreme' 
fondnefs that ihe (hewed for her little bird, dcAred her 
to trad it for a moment in Ms hands.- Sophia prefently 
complied with the young gentleman^s reqiieft, and 
after fome previous caution, delivered him her bird $ 
of which he was no fooner in pofTeffion, than he flipt 
the ftring from its leg,, and to(red it into the air. 

The fooli(h animal no fooner perceived itfeif at 11* 
berty,. than forgetting all the favours it had received^ 
from Sophia,, it flew diredly from her, and petched^ 
on a bough at fome diflance. 

Sophia, feeing her bird gone, (breamed oUt fo Ioud»> 
that Tom Jones, who was- at a little diilance, imme*- 
diately ran to her afiiftance; 

Hery/SLs no fooner informed of what had happened, > 
than he curfed Bliiil for a pitiful, malicious rafcal, and - 
then iinmediately (tripping off his coat, he applied-' 
himfelf to climbing the tree to which the bird efcaped« 

Tom had almoft recovered his little name-fake,-* 
when the bntnch on which it was perched, and thac 
hun^ over a canal, broke, and the poor lad' plttmped • 
aver head and ears into the waters 

Sophia's concern now changed its ob|e£t. And as 
flie apprehended the boy's It^ was in danger, (he 
fcreamed ten times louder: than before ; and indeed 
Mafter Blifll himfelf now feconded her with- all the 
vociferation in his power. 
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The company, who were fitting in a room next the 
garden, were inftantly alarmed, and came all forth ; 
but juft as they reached the canal, Tom, (for the wa- 
fer was Inckily pretty ihallow in that part) arrived 
fafely on fhore. 

Thwack irm fell violently on poor Tom, who ftood 
droppine and fhiverin? before him, when Mr. All- 
worthy defired him to nave patience, and turning to 
Rafter filifil, faid, pray child, what is the reaibn of 
. .all this difiurbancc ? 

Mailer Blifil anfwered, ' Imieed, uncle, I am very 
.< forry for what I have done ; 1 have been unhappily 
' the occaiion of it all. I had Mifs Sophia's bird in 

* my hand, and thinking the poor creature languiihed 
' for liberty, I own, I could not forbear grviag it 

* what it defired : for I always thought there was 

* fomething ytry cruel in confining any thing. It 
' ieemed to be asainft the law of nature, by which 
/ tnftry thing hath a right to liberty ; nay^ it is even 
' unchriilian^ ; for it is not doing what we would be 
' done by : but if I had imagined Mifs Sophia would 
' have been fb much concerned at it, I am fure I would 
' never have done it ; nay, if I had known what 

* would have happened to the bird itfelf : for when 
f .Mafter Jones, who climbed up the tree after it, fell 
' into the water, the bird took a fecond flight, and 

* preiently a nafky hawk carried it away/ 

Poor Sophia, who now iirft heard of Iker little 
Tommy's fate, (for her concern for Jones had pre- 
vented her perceiving it when it happened) fhed a 
Ihower of tears. Theic Mr. Allworthy endeavoured to 
afTuage, promifing her a much finer bird : but ihe de. 
clared flie would never have another. Her father chid 
lier for crying fo for a fi)oliih bird ; but could not help 
telling young Blifil, if he was a ion of his, his back** 
'fide fhould be well flea'd* 

Sophia now returned to her chamber, the two young 
.gentlemen were fent home, and the reft of the com- 
pany returned to their bottle ; where a converfation 
enfaed on the fubjefl of the bird, fo curiouS;i that we 
think it deferves a chapter by itfelf» 

CHAP* 



Chap; 4^ A- F O U N rrL rN fr. ' 1^7- 

C H A P. IV. 

Containihg fuch 'very deep and grave matUns,^ that feme' 
readers, perhaps, may not relijh it, 

SQUARE had no fooner lighted his pipe« than* 
addreiling himfelf to All worthy, he thus began :• 
^ Sir, I cannot help congratulating, you on your ne-- 
^ phew ; who, at an age when few lads have any ideai^ 
' but of feniible objedls, is arrived at a capacity o^ 

* diflinguifhing right from wrong. To confine any 
*' thing f<^ems to me againft the law of nature, by_ 
' which every thing hath a right to liberty.' Thefe^- 

* were his words ; and the impreffion they have made 
' on me is never to be eradicated. Uan any man. 

* have a higher notion of the jule of right, and the 
' eternal fitnefs of things ? I cannot help promiilng. 
' myfelf from fuch a dawn-, that' the meridian of thi» 
' youth will be equal to that of either the elder or the 
' younger Brvirtus.* 

Here Thwackum haftily interrupted, and ipilling 
feme of his wine, and fwallowing the reft with greats 
eagernefs, anfwered, ' Froja another exprejficm he- 

* made ufe of, I hope he will refemble much better 

* men. The law of nature is a jargon of words, 

* which means nothing. I know not of any fuch- 

* law, nor of any right which can be derived from it.* 
' To do as we would be done by, is indeed a chriftian 

* motive, a« the boy well expreffed himfelf, and I am 
' glad to find my inftruflions have borne fuch good* 
' fruit.* . 

• If vanity w^s a thing fit, (fays Square) I might 

* indulge fome on the fame occafion; from whence- 

* only he can have learnt his notions of right or wrong,> 
** I think it is pretty apparent. If there be no law of 

* nature, there is no right nor wrong,* 

' How ! (fays the parfon) do you then bamfh re- 

* velation ? Am I talking with a deift or ari atheift V 

' * Drink about, (fays Weftern) pox of your laws> 
•" of nature. I don't know what you mean cither of 
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* von, by right and wrong. ^ To take away my girl'^ 

* bird was wrong in my opinion ; and my neigkoour 

* Allworthy may do as be pleafes ; but to encourage 

* boys in fuch practices is to breed them up to the 

* gallows,* 

Allworthy anTwered, ' That he was forry for what 
' his nephew had done ; but could not cenfent to pn- 
' niih hun» as he a^ed rather from a^ generous than 
^ unworthy motive.' He faid, ' If the boy had ftolen 
^ the birdj none would have been more ready to vote 

* for a ievere chadifement than himfelf ; but it was 
'^ plain that was not his defign :' and, indeed, it was 
as apparest to him, that he could have no other view 
but what he had himfelf avowed. (For as to that 
malicious purpofe which Sophia fufpefted, it never 
«nce entered into the head of Mr. Allworthy.) He„ 
at length, concluded with ao^ain blaming the adion as 
inconfiderate, and which^ he faid, was pardonable 
•nly in a child. 

Sqaare had dcKvered his opinion fi> openly, that if 
lie was ipw iilent, he muft fabmit to have his judg* 
Ihtnt ceifured. He faid, therefore, with fome warmth, 
^ Tbat^Mr. Allworthy had too much refpea to the 

* dif t^ confideration of property. That in pafGng 

* our judgments on great and mighty aftions, all ^ri- 

* Tate regards ihould be laid afide ; for by adhering 
' to thofe narrow rales, the younger Brutus had been 
*• condemned of ingratitude, and the elder of parri- 

* cide.» 
' And if they had been hanged too for thofe cringes/ 

Thwackum, * they would have had no more 
than their deferts. A couple of heathenifh villains ! 
Heaven bepraifed, we have no Brutus'snow-a-days. 
I with, Mr. Square, you would defift from filling 
the minds of my pupils with fuch antichriftian ftnffi 
for the 'confequence muft be, while they are under 
my care, its being well fcourged out of them again. 
There is your difciple Tom almoft fpoiled already. 
I over-heard him the other day difputing with 
Mafler Blifi], that therewas no merit in faith with^. 
out works. I know that is on< of your tenets, and 
I fuppofe he had it from you.* 

^ Don't 
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' Don't Weenie me of fpoiling him,^ favs-Squa^; 

* WiLO taught him to laugh at whatever u virtuous 
' and decent; and fit and right in the nature of things ? 
^^ He is your own feholar^ and I difclaim -him. No, 
' no, M after Bliiil is iny boy. Young as he is^ that 

* lad's notions of moral 'reditude Ixiefy youever to 

* eradicate.' 

Thwackum put (U a cofttemptoous fneer at this; 
Sttid replied, ' Ay, ay, I will venture him with you. 

* He is too well gixmnded for all your philofophical 

* "cant to hurt. - t^o, no^ I have taken' care to inHil 
f inch principles into him. '-Au^" 

* And I have inftilled principled intd him too',*'criei$ 
Square. ' What but the fublime idea of virtue could 

* mfpife a human mind with the generous thought of 
^ giving liberty ? And I repeat to you again^ if it was - 
^^ a fit tidtig- tp be proud, I might claim the honour of *' 
^ having infufed that idea.*^ 

* And if pride was not forbidden,* faid ThWackum, 
*" I might bdail of having taught him that duty which 
^ he himfelf afligned as his mbtiveu' 

X * So, between yon both,* fays the 'iqtiire, ' the 
' young gentleman hath been taught to rob my 
' daughter of her bird. I find I mull take care of my 
^ partridge mew. I fhall have fome virtuous religious 

* man or other fet all my partridges at liberty.* 
Then flapping a gentleman of the law, who was pre- 
fent, on the back, he cried out, ' What fay you to 
' this, Mr. Counfellor ? Is not this againft law ?' 

The lawyer with great gravity delivered himfelf as 
fdllows : 

* If the cafe be put erf a partridge, there can be no 

* doubt but an action would lie : for though this be 
' Fer^ Naturae, yet being reclaimed, property vefts r 
' but bemg the caie of a finding bird, though re« 

* claimed, as it is a thing of oafe nature, it mud be 
' confidered as nullius in bonis. In this cafe, there^ 

* fore, I conceive the plaintiff muft be nosfbited ; and 

* I fhould difadvife the bringing any fuch adlion.' 

* Well, (fays the 'fquire) if it be nullus bonus, let u» 
' drmk about, and talk a little of the (late of the 
^ nation, or fome fuch difcourfe that we all underhand > 
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' for I am fore i don't vndcrftand a word of this. It 
' may be learning and ienfe for aught I know ; but 

* you (hall never pcrfaade me into it«« Pox 1 you have 

* neither of you mentioned a word of that poor lad 

* who deienres to be commended ^ to. yen tore breaking 
' his neck to oblige my girl, was a generous fpirited 
' a£don : I have learning enough to fee that. D— n 
' me, here's Tom health. I i£dl love the boy for it 
' the longeft day I have to live/ 

Thus was the debate interrupted ; bat it would pro- 
bably have been ibon refumed, had not Mr. AUwortfay 
prefently called for his coach, and carried off the two 
combatants. 

Such was the conclufion of this adventure of the < 
bird, and of the dialogue occaiioned-by it, which we 
con id not help recounting to our reader, though it 
happened ibme years before that ftage, or period of 
time, at which oar hiitory i» now arrived^ 

CHAP. V. 

CoMiaimjtg matter accommodaud to e^trj tafitw 

PARVA Iroes capiuut animos, ' Small things af- 
' (e&. light minds,' was the fentiment of a great 
mailer of the pafiion of love. And certain it is, that 
from this day Sophia began to have fome little kind- 
le fs for Tom Jones-, ajotd no little averfion> for hi» 
companion . 

Many accidents from time to time improved both 
thefe paflions in her breail; which, without our re- 
counting, the reader may well conclude, from what 
we have before hinted of the different tempers ofthefe 
lads, and how much the one fuited with her own incli^ 
nations more than the other. To fay the truth, Sophia, 
when very young, difcerned that Tom^ though an idle; 
thoughtlefs, rattling rafcal, was no-body's enemy but 
his own ; and that Mafter Bli£L, though a prudent, 
difcreet, fober, yoUng gentleman, was, at die fajne 
time, ilrongly attached to the intereft only of one 
fmgle perfon 5 and who that fingle perfon was* the 

reader 



reader wil^ be^-aUe to divine without; any affiftance of 
ours. / • 

ThcCe twd charafteri arc not always received in th« 
world with the different regard which feems feverally 
due to either ; and which one would imagine mankind^ - 
from felf-intereft, fhonld ihew towards them. But. 
perhaps there mdy be a political reafon for it : in find- 
ing one of a truly benevolent difpofition> men -may 
very reafonably fuppofe^ they have found a treafure, 
and be deitrous of Keeping it, like all other good* 
things, to themfelves. Hence they may imagine, that 
to irumpet forth the praifes of fuch a perfon, would^ 
in the vulgar .phrafe, be crying Roaft-meat : and call- 
ing in partakers of what they intend to apply folely^ 
to their own ufe. If this reafon dd)9s not fatisfy the^ 
reader, I know no other means of acoo^unting for the- 
littlc refpeft which I have commonly fe'ten paid to a 
chara^er , which really does great honour to human 
namre, and is produ£tive of thehighefl good to fociety. 
But It was otherwife with Sophia. She honoured Tom 
Jones, and fcomed Mailer Blifil, almoHas foon as (he 
kn^w the meanuig of thofe two> words. 

Sophia had been abfent upwards of three year^ 
with her aunt ; during all which time fhe had feldom 
feen either of thefe young gentlemen. She dined, 
however^ once, together with her aunt, at Mr. All- 
worthy's. This was- a few days after the adventure 
of the partridge, before commemorated. Sophia 
heard the whole flory at table, where fhe faid nothing ; 
nor indeed could her aunt get many words from her, 
as file returned home ; but her maid, when undreffing 
her, happening to fay, ' Well, Mifs, I fuppofe yon 

* have ifeen young Matter Blifil to-day.' She anfwered 
with mnch paflion, ' I hate the name of Matter Blifil, 

* as I do whatever is bafe and treacherous ; and I wottf- 
' der Mr. Allworthy would fufFej that old barbarous 
' fchool-mafter to punifh a poor boy fo cruelly, for 
' what was only the efFe(5t of his good-nature.* She 
then recounted the ftory to her maid, and concluded 
Vu\i faying,—* Don't you think he is a boy of anobk 
* fpipit^' . 
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This yoQtig lady was now retinlied to h^ father ; 
who gave her the command of his hoafe, and placed 
her at the upper end of his table, where Tom» (who 
for his great love of hunting was become a great h» 
Tourite of the 'f<|aire) often dined. Yoang meti of 
open, generous difpofitions are naturally inclined to 
gallantry^ which if they have good undcrftandings^ 
as was in reality Tom's cafe, exerts itfelf in an obhg* 
in^, complaifant behaviour to all women in general* 
Tnis greatly diftinguifhed Tom from the boifleroiis 
brutality of mere country 'fquires on the one hand ; 
and from the iblemn, and fomewhat foUen deportakent 
cf Mafter Blifil on the other : and he began nowy at 
twenty, to have the name of a pretty fellow, among 
all the women in the neighbourhood. 

Tom behaved to Sophia with no particularity, ufi» 
lt{§^ perhaps, by fhewing her a higher reipe^ than 
lie paid to any other. This difHndion her beauty^ 
fortune, ienfe, and amiable carriage, feemed to de- 
mand I but as to defign upon her perfon he had none ^ 
for which we ihall at preient fnffer the reader to con- 
demn him of flupidity ; but perhaps we fiiall be able 
indifferently well to account for it hereafter. 

Sophia, with the hieheft degree of innocence and 
modeily, had a remarkable fprightlinefs in her temper^ 
This was fo greatly increafed whenever ihe was in 
company with Tom, that, had he not been very young 
and thoughtlefs, he muft have ob&rved it ; or had 
not Mr. Wcllern's thoughts been generally either in 
the field, the liable, or the dog-kennel, it might have, 
perhaps, created fome jealoufy in him : but u> far was 
the good gentleman from entertaining any fuch fufpi- 
cions, that he gave Tom every opportunity with his 
daughter which any lover could have wifhed. And 
this Tom innocentlv improved to better advantage, by 
following only the ai£lates of his natural gallantry and 

food-nature, than he might, perhaps, have done, had 
e had the deepeft defigns on the young lady. 
But, indeed, it can occafion little wonder, that this 
matter efcaped the obfervation of others, fince pool: 
Sophia herjelf never remarked it, and her heart was 
irretrievably loft before ihe fwrped^d it was in danger. 

Matters 
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Mditters were in this iitaatioii^ when Tom one after« 
noon, finding Sophia alone , began, after a fhort apo- 
logy, with a very ferioQS face, to acquaint her, that 
he had a f avo>«r to aflc of her, which he hoped hef 
goodnefs would comply with. 

Though neithef the young man's behaviour, nor^ 
indeed his manner of opening fhis bufinefs, were fuch 
as could give her any juft caufe of fafpe^ing he in- 
tended to make . love to her ; yet^ whether nature 
whifpered fomething into her ear, or from what canie 
it arofe I vrill not determine, certain it is, fome idea 
of that kind muft have intruded itfelf ; for her colour 
forfook her cheeks, her limbs trembled, and her tongue 
would have faultered, had Tom flopped for an anfwer s 
hut he foon relieved her from her perplexity/ by pro-* 
deeding to inform her of his requeft, which was to 
iblicit her intereft on behalf of the game-keeper, whofe 
own ruin 9 and that of a large family, muft be, he faid^ 
the coniequence of Mr. Weftern's porfuing his adioa 
againft him. 

Sophia prefently recovered her confadon, and with 
a imile full of fweetnefs, faid. ' Is this the mighty 
' favour you afked with fo much gravity ? I will do it 

* with all my heart. I really pity the poor fellow^ 

* and no longer ago than yeflerday fent a fmall matter 
' to his wife.' This fmall matter was one of her 
gowns, fome linnen, and ten (hillings in money, of 
which Tom had heard, and it had, in reality, put this 
folicitation into his head. 

Our youth, now emboldened with his fuccefs, re- 
folved to pu(h the matter farther ; and ventured even 
to beg her recommendation of him to her father's 
feryice ; protefting that he thought him one of the 
honefteft fellows in' the country, and extremely well 
qualified for the place of a game-keeper, which luckily 
then happened to be vacant. 

Sophia anfwered ; ' Well, I will undertake this 
' too ; but I cannot promife you as much fuccefs as 

• in the former part, which I aifure you I w^ll not 
' quit my father without obtaining. Howevery I will 

• do what I can for the poor fellow : for I fmcercly 

• look upon him and his family as objeas of great 

* compaffion * 
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? compaffion.—Attd now* Mr. Jones, I msft afic-yOa a- 

* fav6ur.'-7' 

' A favour ! Madam, (cries Tom) if you knew the 

* pleafure you have given me in the hopes of receiving 
' a command from you* you would think by mention^ 

* ing it yon did confer theereateft favoar.on me; for 

* by this dear hand I would facrifice my Hfe to oblige 
' you.* 

He then fnatched her hand, and eagerly ki/Ted it, 
which was the firil time his lips had ever touched her. 
The blood, which before had forfaken her cheeks, 
now made her fufficient amends, by rufliing all over 
her face and neck with fuch violence, that they became 
all of a fcarlet colour. She now £rft felt a fenfation to 
which ihe had been before a Granger, • and which, 
when ihe had leifure to relied: on it, began to acquaint 
her with fome fecrets, which the reader, if he does 
ixot.alneady guefs them, will know in due time. 

Sophia, as foon as ihe could fpcak, (which wa» 
not inilanthr) informed him, that the favour ihe had 
to deiire 0/ him, was not to lead her father through fo 
many dangers in hunting : for that, from' what ihe had 
heard, ihe was terribly frightened every time they 
went out together, and expedted fome day or other, to 
fee her father brought home with broken limbs. She 
therefore begged him, for her fake, to be- more can** 
tious ; and, as he well knew Mr. Weftern would fol- 
low him, not to ride fo madly, nor-to take thofe dan« 
gerous leaps for the future. 

Tom promiTed faithfully to obey her commands ; 
and, after thanking her for her kind compliance with 
his requeil, took his leave, and departed lughly 
charmed with his fuccefs. 

Poor Sophia was charmed too ; but in a very dif- 
ferent way. Her fenfation, however^ the reader's 
heart, (if he or fhe have any) will better reprefent than 
I can, if I had as mai^y mouths as ever poet wiihed 
for, to eat, I fuppofe, thofe many dainties with which 
he was fo plentifiilly provided. 

It was Mr. Weftern's cuftom every afternoon, as 
foon a» he was. drunk, to hear his daughter play on 
the harpiichord : for he was. a gce»t. lo.ver of ntu£c> 

and 
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and perhaps, liad he lived in town, might have pa^d 
for a connoifTeur : for he always excepted againil the 
£nefl compoiitions of Mr. Handel. He never relifhed 
any mafic but what was light and airy ; and indeed 
his moft favaarite tunes, were Old Sir Simon the King^ 
St. George he wa5 for England, Bobbing Joan, and 
feme others. 

His daughter, though fhe was a perfed miftrefs of 
muiic, and would never willingly- have, played any 
but Handel's, was fo devoted to her father's pleafure,. 
that ihe learnt all thofe tunes to oblige him. How- 
ever (he would now and then endeavour to lead hint, 
into her own tafte, and when he required the repetition 
of his ballads, would anfwcr with a ' nay, dear. Sir ;' and 
would often beg him to fuffer her to^jlay fomething elfe. . 

This evening however, when the gentleman was 
retired from his bottle, Ihe played all his favourites 
three times over, without any lolicitation. This fo 
pleafed the good'fquire, that heUarted from his couch r 
gave his daughter a kifs, and fwore her hand was 

freatly improved, ^he took this opportunity to executed 
er promi^ to Tom; in which ihe fucceeded fo welJ^ 
that the 'fquire declared, if fhe would give him t'other 
bout of old Sir Simon, he would give the game- 
keeper his deputation the next morning. Sir Simon 
was played again and again, till the the charms of the^ 
mufic foothed Mr. Wellern ta lleep. In the morning^ 
Sophia did not fail to remind him of his engage* 
ment f and his attorney was immediately fent for, and 
ordered to flop any further proceedings in the adtion, 
and to make out the deputation. 

Tom's fuccefs in this affair foon began to ringf 
over the country, and various were the cenfures paft 
upon it. Some greatly applauding it as an a6l of good 
nature ; others fneering, and faying, * No wonder 
* that one idle fellow ihould love another.' Young- 
Bliiil was greatly enraged at it. He had long hated 
Black George in the fame proportion as Jones delight- 
ed iji him ; not from any offence which he had ever 
received, but from his great love to religion and vir- 
tue: for Black George had the reputation of a loofe 
kind of a fellow. BUfil therefore repreiented this a& 
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flying in Mr. AUwortky's face ; and declared witk 
great concern, that it was impoffible to £nd any otiver 
motive for doing eood to fiich a wretch.* 

Thwackum and Square likewife fung to the fame 
times they were now (efpecially the latter) become 
ffreatly jealous of young Jones with the widow : for 
Se now approached the age of twenty, was really a 
fine young fellow, and that lady, by. her encourage, 
ments to him, feemed daily more and more to think 
Um fo. 

Allworthy was not* however, moved with their 
malice. He declared himfelf very well fatisfied with 
what Jones had done. He iaid, the perfeverance and 
integrity of his friendfliip was highly commendable, 
and: he wiihed he could fee more Sequent inftances of 
that virtue. ' 

But fortune, who feldom greatly relifhes fack 
^arks as my friend Tom, perhaps, becauie they do 
not pay more ardent addrdTes to her, gave now a 
Tery different turn to all his a^ous; and fiiewed them 
to Mr. Allworthy in a light far lefs agreeable than that 
gentleman's' goodnefs had hitherto ieen them in. 

CHAP VL 

An afoUgy for the infenfihility of Mr, j9n€Sr' U aB the 
charms of the lo*viiy Sophia ; in <which pojjibly 'we mays 
in a conjidemhle degree ^ UmxMr . bis chara^er in the 
eftimation of thofe men of luit and gallantry , njtiho ap^ 
prove the heroes in mojl of our 'modern comedies. 

THERE are two forts of people, who, I an» 
afraid, have already- conceived fome contempt 
for my hero, on account of his behaviour to Sophiar 
The former of thefe will blame his prudence in neg- 
ledling an opportunity to poffefs himfelf of Mr. Wef- 
teen's fortune ; and the latter will no k^s^ defpife him 
for his backwardnefs to io £ne a girl, who feemed 
read^ to fly into his arms, if he would open them to 
receive her. 

Now, though I ihall not, perhaps, be able abfo- 
lutcly to ac^uu him of cidier of thefe charges ^ (for 

want 
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want of prudence admits of no excufe; and wliat | 
ihall produce againft the latter charge, will, I appre-' 
hend, be fcarce fatisfaftory ;) yet as evidence niay 
fomejimes be oflered in mitigation, I fhall fet forth 
the plain matter of fa£b, and leave the whole to tht 
reader's determination. 

Mr. Jones had fomewhat about him, which, though 
I think writers are not thoroughly agreed in its name,, 
doth certainly inhabit fome human breafts ; whofe 
ufe is not fo properly to diftinguiih right from wrong, 
as to prompt and incite them to the former, and t^ 
reftrain and with-hold them from the latter. 

This ' fomewhat may be indeed reicmbled to the 
famous trunk-maker in the play-houfe : for whenever 
the perfon who is poffefled of it doth what is right, 
no raviihed or friendly fpeftator is fo eager, or fo loud 
in his applaufe ; on the contrary, when he doth 
wrong, no critic is fo apt to hifs and explode him. 

To give a higher idea of the principle I mean, at 
well as one 'more familiar to the prefent age; it may 
be confidered as fitting on Its throne in the mind, Hke 
the Lord High Chancellor of this kingdom iA 
his court ; where' it prefides, governs, direds, judges^ 
acquits and condemns according to merit and juftice i 
with a knowledge which itothing efcapes, a penetration 
which nothing can deceive, and an integrity which 
nothing can corrupt. 

This aftive principle may perhaps be faid to con-, 
ftitute the moft eflential barrier between us and Cuf 
neighbours the brutes ; for if there be fome in the 
human ihape, who are not under any fuch dominion, 
I chufe ratner to confider them as deferters from us t^ 
our iieighbours ; among whom they will have the fat» 
of deferters, and not be placed in the firft rank. 

Oat herd, whether he derived it from Thwagkuni 
or Square I will not determine, was very ftrongly^ 
under the guidance of this principle : for though he 
did not always aft rightly, yet he never did otherwife, 
without feeling ^^na fuffering for it. It was this 
which taught him, that * to repay the civilities and 
little friendfhips of hoipit^lity by robbing the Koufe 
(('here you kayc received them^ is to be the bafeft and 
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meaneft of thieves. He did not think the bafenefs of 
this oFence leiTened by the height of the injury com- 
jnitted ; on the contrary, if to ileal another's plate 
deferved death and infancy, it feemed to him di£icttlt 
to a£ign a puniibment adequate to the robbing a man 
of his whole fortune, and of his child into the bargain. 

This principle therefore prevented him from any 
thought of making; his fortune by fuch means (for 
this, as I have faid, is an adlive principle, and doth 
not content itielf with knowledge or belief only.) 
^ad he been greatly enamoured of Sophia, he poflibly 
might have thought other wife ; but give me leave to 
fajr^ there is great difference between running away 
with a man's daughter from .the motive of love, and 
doing the fame thing from the motive of theftT. 

Now though this young gentleman was not infenfi- 
ble of the charms of Sophia : though he greatly liked 
her beauty, and eileemed all her. other qualifications^ 
fixe had made, however, no deep inipre^on on his 
heart: for which, as it renders him liable to the charge 
of Hupidity, or at leaft of want of tafte,. we fhall now 
proceed to account. 

The truth then is, his heart was in the.pofleffipn 
of another woman. Here I queftion not, but the 
reader wili be furprized at our long taciturnity as to 
this matter ; and quite at a lofs to divine who this 
woman was ; iince we have hitherto not dropt a hint 
of any one likely to be a rival to Sophia ; for as to 
Mr»w Blifil, though we have been obliged to mention 
fome fufpicions of her afFeAion for Tom, we have not 
hitherto given the lead latitude for imagining that he 
had any for her; and, indeed, I am ferry to fay it, 
but the youth of both faxes are loo apt to be deficient 
in their gratitude, for that regard with which perfons 
more advanced in years are fome times fo lund to 
honour them. 

That the reader may be no longer in fufpence, he 
will be pleafed to remember, that we have often men- 
tioned the family of George Seagrim (commonly 
galled Black George, the Game-keeper) which cour 
iiAed. at prefent of a wife and five children. 

The 
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The fecond of thefe children was a daughter, whofe 
name was Molly, and who was efleemed one of the 
handfomeft girls in the whole country. 

Congreve well fays, there is in true beauty fome- 
thing which vulgar fouls cannot admire ; fo can no 
dirt or rags hide this fbmething from thofe fouls which 
arc not of the vulgar ftamp. 

The beauty of this girl made, however, no impr ef- 
fion on Tom, till (he grew towards the age of fixtccn, 
when Tom, who was near three yeai;s older, began 
firH to cajft the eyes of affe^ioa upon her* And this 
aiFe^on he had fixed on the girl long beibre he could 
bring himfelf to attempt the poiTeffion of her perfon*r 
for though his conftitution urged him greatly to this, 
his principles no lefs forcibly reftrained him.- To 
debai;w:h a yotmg- woman, however low her condition 
was, appeared to him a very heinous crime; and 
the good-will he bore the father, with the companion 
he had for his family, very ftrongly corroborated all 
fuch fober r«fledions ; fo that he once refolved to get 
the better of his inclinations, and he a6lually abflain* 
ed three whole months without ever going to Sea^ 
grim's houfe, or feeing his daughter. 

Now though Molly was, as we have faid, gene**. 
tally thought a very fine girl, and in reality flie Wat 
fo, yet her beauty was not of the moft amiable kind« 
It had indeed very little of feminine in it, and would 
have become a man at Icaft as well as a woman-; for, 
^0 fay the truth, youth and florid health had a. very 
confiderable ihare in the compofition. 

Nor was her mind more effeminate than her perfonk 
As this was t^ll and robuft, fo was ^hat bold and for- 
ward. So little had fhe of modefty, that Jones had 
Jnore regard for her virtue than fhe-herfelf. And as 
moft probably flie liked Tom as well as he liked her ; 
fo when ihe perceived his backwardnefs, ihe hcrfelf 
grew proportionably forward ; and when fhe faw he 
had entirely deferted the houfe, fhe found means of 
throwing herfelf in his way, and behay^ in fuch a 
'nanner, that the youth muft have had very much, 
or very little of the hero, if her endeavours had 
pxoyed unfuccefsful. In « word, ihe foon triumphed 

over 
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over all the virtttous tefolutions of Jones : for though 
flie behaved at lail with all decent lelu^ance^ yet I. 
rather chufe to attribute the trinmph to her ; iince^ ia 
iadt, it was her deiign which fncceeded. 

In the condu^ of this matter, I fay, Molly fo well 
placed her part, that Jones attributed the conqueft 
entirely to himfelf, and coniidered the yonng woman 
as one who had yielded to the violent attacks o^his 
paffion* He likewife imputed her yielding to the 
ungovernable force of her love towards him ; and this 
the reader will allow to have been a very natural and 
probable fuppofition, as we have more than once men* 
tioned the uncommon comelinefs of his perfon : and 
indeed he was one of the handfomeft young fellows itt 
the world. 

As there arefome minds whofe affe&ions, like- 
-Maimer BliliPs, are folely placed on one fingle perfon, 
whofe interefl and indulgence alone they confider om 
every occafion; regarding the good and ill of all 
others as merely in£fferent, any farther than as they 
contribute to the pleafure or advantage of that perfon t 
k^ there is a different temper of mind which bo/l^ws 
a degree of virtue even from felf*love» Such can 
never receive any kind of iatifrfkdtion froar another », 
without loving the ereature to whom that fatisfadion 
is owing, and without making its well-being in ibme 
fort necefiary to their own eale. 

Of this latter fpecies was our hero-. He considered 
this poor girl as one whofe happinefs or mjfery h^ had 
caufed to be dependent on himfelf. Her beauty was- 
Kill the objeA of deiire, though greater beauty, or a. 
frefher objedt, might have been more fo; but the* 
little abatement which fruition had occafioned to this, 
was highly over-balanced by the confiderations of the 
aifefiion which (he vi£bly bore him, and of the fltua- 
tion into which he had brought her. The former of 
thefe created gratitude, the latter companion: and 
both together, with his defire for her perfon, raifed 
tn him a paffion, which might, without any great 
violence to the word,, be called love; though, per- 
baf s, it was at iirft not very judicioufly placed* 

This- 
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TMs theii was the true reafon of that infenfibtlitf 
^(rhich he had (hewn to the charms of Sophia, a»d 
that behaviour in her, which might have beeiv reafon. 
ably. enough interpreted as an encouragement to his 
addrefles: for as he could not think of abandonsig 
his Molly, poor and deftitute as ihe was, fo no more 
could he entertain a notion of betraying fnch a crea* 
turc; as Sophia. And furely, had he given the leaft 
encouragement to any pa^on for that young lady» 
he mufb have been abfoiutely guilty of one or other 
of thoie crimes ; either of whic^ would, in niy opi*- 
nion, have very juiUy fubjeded him to that^fate. 
which, at his firft introdudUon into this hiftory, I men** 
tioned to have been generally predided as ms certaia 
de^ny. 

CHAP. vn. 

Being tht fiorteft chaptir in this iaot^ 

HE R mother firft perceived the alteration iii the 
fhape of Molly ; and in order to hide it from 
her neighbours, fhe foolifhiy clothed her in that fack 
which Sophia had fent her. Though indeed that 
young lady had ' little apprehenfion, that the poor 
woman would have been weak enough to let any of 
her daughters wear it in that form. 

Molly was charmed with the £rft opportunity fhe 
ever had of ihewing Iter beauty to advantage; for 
though ihe could very well bear to contemplate herfelf 
in the glafs, even when drefi in rags ; and though fhe 
had in that drefs conquered the -heart of Jones, and 
perhaps of fome others ; yet ihe thoueht the addition 
of finery would much improve her cnarms, and ex« 
tend her conquefls. 

Molly, therefore, having drefled herfelf out in this 
fack, with a new laced cap, and fome other ornaments 
which Tom had given her, repairs to church with her 
fan in her hand the very next Sunday, The great are 
deceived, if they imagine they have appropriated 
ambition and vanity to themfelves. Thefe noble qua- 
lities fiouriih as notably 'v^ a country-church, and 

church- 
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chnrch-yard, as in tliedrawi]i|;-rooin, or in theclofet. 
Schemes have indeed been laid in the veftry^ which 
would hardly difgrace the conclave. Here is a minif- 
try, and here is an oppofition. Here are plots and 
circnmventions» parties, and factions, equal to thofe 
which are to be found in courts. 
• Nor are the women here lefs pra^tifed in the higheft 
feminine arts than their fair fuperiors in quality and 
fortune. Here are prudes and coquets. Here are 
dreffing and ogling, fallhood, envy» malice, fcandal ; 
in (hort, every thmg which is common to the moft 
fplendid aiTembly, or politeft circle. Let thofe of 
high li£e, therefore, no loneer defpife the Tgnorancc 
of their inferiors ; nor the vulgar any longer rail at the 
vices of their betters. 

Molly had feated herfelf fome time, before ihe was 
known oy her neighbours. And then a whifper ran 
through the whole congregation, ' Who is ihe ?' but 
when fhe was difcovered, fuch fiieering, giggling, 
tittering, and laughing, enfued among the women^ 
that Mr. Allworthy was obliged to exert his authority 
to preferve any decency among them. 

CHAP. VIII. 

'ji hattle fang by the mufe in the Hemerican flile, and 
which none but the claffical reader can tafte. 

MR. Weflern had an eilate in this parifh ; and ai 
his houfe flood at little greater diftance from 
this church than from his own, he very often came to 
divine fervice here ; and both he and the charming 
Sophia happened to be prefent at this time. 

Sophia was much pleafed with the^ beauty of the 
irl, whom fhe pitied for her iimplicity, in having 
reiied herfelf in that manner, as fhe iaw the envy 
which it had occafioned among her equals. She no 
fooner came home, than fhe fent for the game-keeper, 
and ordered him to bring his daughter to hef ; faying, 
(he would provide for her in the family, suid mignt 
pOffibly place the girl about her own perf^n, when 
her own maid, who was now going away> jiad left htr, 

Ptof 
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Poor S^agrim was thanderllruck at 'this ; for he 
ivas no ilranger to the fault in the fhape- of hir 
daughter. ' He aniweredy in a ftammering voice^ 
^ That he was afraid Molly would be too aukward to 
' wait on her ladyihip, as (he had never been at fer- 
' vice.* Ko matter for that,^ fays Sophia, * flie will 
' foon improve. I am pleafed with the girl^ and am 
* refblved to try her.* 

Black George now repaired to his wife, on whofe 

prudent coaniel he depended to extricate him out of 

this dilemma ; but when he came thither, he found 

iiis houfe in fome confuiion. So great envy had this 

-fack occafioned, that when Mr. Allworthy and the 

fither gentry were gone from church, the rage, which 

had hitherto been confined, burft into an uproar; 

and, having vented itfelf at firft • in opprobrious 

words^ laughs, hifles, and geilures, betook itfelf at ~ 

^aft to certain miflile weapons ; which though, from 

their pladic nature «they threatened neither the lofs of 

life or of limb, were however fufficiently dreadful to 

a well-drefTed lady. Molly had too much fpirit to 

bear this treatment tamely; Having therefore— but 

hold^ as we are diffident of our own abilities, let us 

here invite a fuperior power to our affiilance. 

Ye mufes then, whoever ye are, who love to iing 
battles, and principally thou, who whilom didft re- 
-cpunt the (laughter in thofe fields where Hudibrafs and 
Trolla fought, if thou wert not ftarved with thy friend 
Butler, allift me on this great occaiioh. All things 
are not in the power of all. 

As a vaft herd of cows in a rich farmer's yard, if, 
while they are milked, they hear their calves at -a di'f- 
-tance, lamenting the robbery which is then commit- 
ting, rdar, and bellow : fo roared forth the Somerfet- 
ihire mob an hallaloo, made up of almoft as many 
fquawls, fcreams, and other different fbUnds, as- there 
were perfon^, or indeed paffions, among them : fome 
were infpired by rage, others alarmed by fear, and 
others had nothing in their heads but the love of 
fun ; but chiefly envy, the iifter of Satan, and his 
conftant companion, ruihed among; the crowd, and 
blew up the fury of the women ; who ao fooner came 
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up to Molly, thaa they pelted her with dirt 
rnbbiih. 

Molly, having endeavoured In vain to make a hanc 
fome retreat, faced about ; and laying hold of ragg( 
Befa, who advanced in the front of the enemy> 
at one blow felled her to the groand. The wkol 
army of the enemy (thoa|;h near a hundred in numJ 
ber) feeing the fate of their general, gftve back many 
pices, and retired behind a new-dug grave ; for tl 
church-yard was the field of battle, where there wa 
to be>a funeral that very evening. Molly purfued he 
vidory, and catching up a ikuU which lay on the fid 
of the grave, difcharged it with foch fury, that hav- 
ing hit a taylor on the head, the two ikulls fent eqaallyl 
forth a hollow found at their meeting, and the taylor 
took prefcntly meafure of his length on the ground, 
where the ikuUs lay fide by fide, and it was doubtfal 
which was the more valuable of the two. Molly then 
taking a thigh-bone in her hand, fell in among the 
flying ranks, and dealing her blows with great libe- 
rality on either fide, overthrew the carcafs of many a 
mienty hero and heroine. 

Recount, O mufe> the names of thofe who fell on 
this fatal day. Firft Jemmy Tweedle felt on his hin- 
der head the direful bone. Him the pleafant banks of 
fweetly winding Stour had nourifhed, where he firit 
learnt the vocal art» with which, wanderine up and 
down at wakes and fairs, he cheered the rural nymphs 
and fwains, .when npon the green they interweav'd 
the ijprightly dance ; while he himfelf flood fiddling 
and jumping to his own mufic. How little now 
avails his fiddle ? He thumps the verdant floor with 
his carcafs. Next old Echepole, the fowgelder, re- 
ceived a blow in his forehead from our Amazonian 
heroine, and immediately fell to the ground. He 
was a fwingeing fat fellow, and fell with almofi as 
much noife as a houfe. His tobacco-box dropt at 
the fame time from his pocket, which Molly took 
up as lawful fpoil. Then Kate of the* Mill tumbled 
unfortunately over a tombilone, which catching hold 
©f her ungartered fiockine, inverted the order of 
Jiaturc, and gave her heels the fuperiority to her head. 

Betty 
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Betty Pippin, with yonhg Roger her Ipver, fell both 
to the eround ; where, O per.verfe fate ! ihe faiutes 
the earth, aad he the iky. Tom Freckle, the fmith's 
ion, was the next victim to her rage^ He was an in-> 
genioos workman, and. made excellent pattins ; nay 
the very pattin with which he was knocked down^ 
was his own workmanfhip. ^Had he been at that 
time iinging pfklms in the church, he would have 
avoided a broken head^ Mifs Crow, the daughter of 
a farmer ; John Giddifh, himfelf a fanner ; Nait 
Slouch ; Efther Codling, Will Spray, Tom Bennet j 
the three Miffes Potter, whofe father keeps the iign 
of the Red-Lion, Betty Chambermaid, Jack Oftlerr 
and many others of inferior note, lay rolling among 
the. graves. 

Not that the flrenuous txm of Molly reached all 
thefe ; for many of them in their flight overthrew each 
other. 

But now fortune, fearing (he had adled out of cha^ 
ra£ler, and had inclined too long to the fame fidtg, 
efpecially as it was the right iide, haftily turned about : 
for now goody Brown,.— whom Zekiel Brown careiTed 
in his arms ; nor he alone^ but half the pariih beiides ;: 
fo famous was ihe in . the fields of Venus, nor indeed 
lefs in thofe of Mars. The trophies of;both thefe her 
hun)and always bore about on his head and fate ; for 
if ever human head did bv its thorns difplay the amor^ 
ous glories of a wife,' Zeiciel's did ; nor did his welU 
fcratched face lefs denote her talents (or rather talonsjl 
of a different kind* 

No longer bore this amazon the Hiameful flight of 
her party. She dopt ihort, and. calling aloud to all 
who fkd, fpoke as follows : * Ye Somerfetfhire men, 

* or rather ye Somerfetfliire women, are ye not aiham-* 
' ed,. thus to fly from a itngle woman ? but if no other. 

* will oppofe her, I myfeif and Joan Top here will 
' have the honour of the vidlory.* Having thuat 
faid, ihe £ew at Molly Seagrim, and eafily wrenched 
the thigh-bone fron* her hand, at the fame tim« 
clawing off her cap from her head. Then laying hold 
of the hair of- Molly, with her left hand, ihe attack** 
ed her fo J uiiottily in il|^ face with the right, that tha 
. Vol. VU; ' H ' Woo^ 
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;blood (bon began to trickle from her nofe. Molly 
«wa8 not idle this while. She foon removed the doat 
^rom the head ^f goody Brown, and then faftening 
.«n her hair with one hand, with the other (he caafed 
.another bloody ftrean^ to iflne iiortk from the noftrila 
.(Of the enemy. 

When each of the combatants had borne off fuffi* 

•cient fpoils of hair from the headof her.antagonift, the 

-aext rage was againft the garments. In this attack 

they exerted fo much violence, that in a very few 

-fininates, they were^both naked to the middle. 

It is lucky for -the women, that the feat of fifty<- 
•cuff-war is not the fame with them as among men j; 
{but though they may feem a little to dc:viate from 
:their fex, when they go forth to battle, yet I have 
4cbferved they never fo /ar forget, as to affail the bo- 
ibm of each other ; where a lew blows would be 
iatal to moft ^f them. This, I know, fome derive 
irom their being of a mpre bloody inclination than 
the males. On which account they apply to the nofe, 
as to the part whence blood may moil eaiily be drawn^ 
1[)ut this feems a far-fetched, as well as ill-natured 
flTuppoiitiom 

Goody Brown had great.advantage<of Molly in this 
particular ; for the former had indeed no hreafls, her 
zbofom (if it may be fo called) as well in colour as in 
many other properties, exadly refembling an antient 
piece of parchment, upon which any one nsight have 
.arummed a confiderable while, without dbing her any 
jgreat damage. 

. Molly, beiide her prefent .unbappy condition, was 
jdilFerently formed in thofe parts, and might, perhaps, 
have tempted the cnvv of Brown to give her a fatal 
blow, had not the lucky arrival of Tom Jones at this 
inilant put an immediate end to the bloody fcene. 

This accident wj^s luckily pwing to Mr. Square ; 
lor he, Mafter Bliiil, and Jones, had mounted their 
Jiorfes, after chu'rch, to take the air, and had ridden 
.about a quarter of a mile, when Square, changing 
Jiis mind, (not idly, but for a rcafon which we fhall 
nnfbld as foon as we have leifure) defired the young 
'gentlemen to Adt wilh him aaoUi^r way than they had 

at 
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at ir& purpoTedi. Tkis motion being complied with, 
brought them of neceffity back again to the church- 
yard. 

Mailer Biifil^ who rode firfl> feeing fuch a mob 
zffembled, and two womai In the pofture in which we 
left the combatants^ ftopt his horfe to enquire what 
was the matter. A country fellow, fcratching his 
head, enfwered him $ ' I don't know meaner un't I ; 




waitmg 

an aniwer, havin|^ difcayered the features of his Molly 
through all the difcompofure in which they now were^ 
he haSily alighted, turned his horfe loofe, and leap, 
ing. over th^ wall ran to her. She now firil burning 
into tears, told him how barbaroufly fhe had been 
treated. Upon which, forgetting the fe^t of goody 
Brown, or perhaps not knowing it, in his rage ; for, 
in reality, fhe had no feminine appearance but a pet> 
ticoat, whioh he might not obferve, he gave her a lafh 
or two with his horfe-whip ; and then flying at the 
mob, who were all accufed by Moll, he dealt his blow* 
To profufely on all fides, that unlefs I would again in-* 
yoke the mnfe, (which the - good-natured reader may 
think a little too hard upon her, as fhe hath fo lately 
been violently fweated) it would be impbiHble for me 
to recount the horfe-whipping of that day. 

Having fcoured the whole coaft of the enemy, as 
well as any of Homer's heroes ever did, or as Don 
Quixote, or any knight-errant in the world could have 
done, he returned to Molly, whom he found in a con- 
dition, which muft give both me and my reader 
pain, was it to be defcribed here* Tom raved like a 
mad-man, beat his breafl, tore his hair, flampcd on 
the. ground, and vowed the utmofl vengeance on all 
who had been concerned. He then pulled off his 
coat, and buttoned it round her, put his hat upon 
her head, wiped the blood from her face as well as he 
could with his handkerchief, and called out to the 
fervant to ride as fad as poilible for a fide-faddle, or a 
pillipn, that he might carry her fafe home. 

H 2 MaO:er 
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Mailer Blifil objbdted to the fending away the fer- 
yanty as they Jiad only one with them ; bat as Square 
/econded the order of Jones^ he was obliged to com- 

The fepvant retamed in a very ihort tiine with the 
pillion^ and Molly, having colleded her sags as well 
as Ihe could, was placed behind him. In which man- 
aier ihe was carried home;* Square, Blifil, and Jones 
.attending. 

Here Jones having recdved his coat, giving her a 
ily Icifs, and whifpered her, that he would return in 
4he evening, quitted his Molly^ and rode on after his 
companions. 

# 

CHAP. IX. 

Containing matter of no wery peaceabli colour^ 

MOLLY had no fooner apparelled herfelf in 
her accuftomed rags, than iier lifters began 
to fall violently upon her ; particularly her eldeft 
iiiler, who told her (he was well-enough ferved. 

* How had ihe the afiurance to wear a gown which 
-* young madam Weftern had given to mother ! If 
^ one of us was to wear it, I think, fays ihe, ' I my- 
' felf have the beft right ; but I warrant you think it 

* belongs to your beauty. I fappofe you think your- 
' felf more handfomer than any of us.' * Hand her 

* down the bit of glafs from over the cupboard,' cries 
another; ' I'd waih the blood from my face before 

* I talked of my beauty.' * You'd better have minded 
' what the parfon fays,' cries the eldeft, ' and not 
.' a barkened after men voke.' ' Indeed, child, and 

* fo ihe had,' fays the mother fobbing, * ihe hath 
^ brought a difgrace upon us all. She's the vurll of 
*• the vamily that ever was a whore.' ' Yon need not 
•* upbraid me with that, mother,' cries Molly ; ' you 
•* yourfelf was brought-to-bed of iifter there, within a 
' week after you was married.' * Yes, huify,' anfwered 
^he enraged mother, ' fo I was, and what was the 
' mighty matter of that ? I was made .an honeft wo- 
f jnan then j and if you was to be made an honeil 

* woman 
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* vtroitian, { ihould not be angiy ; but you mud have^ 
' to doings with* a gentleman^ you nafty flut ; yoif' 

* will have a baftard^ huffy, you will ; and that! defy 

* aiiy one to fey of me.' 

In this £tuation Black George found hfs fkmily^ 
when he came home for the purpofe before-mentioned,- 
As his wife and three daughters were all of them? 
talking together, and moft oFthem crying, it. was* 
fome time before he- could get an opportunity of being 
heard ; but as ibon as- fuch- an interval occurred, 
he acquainted the company with what Sophia had faicf 
to him« 

Goody Seagrim than began to revile her daughter: 
JEifrefh. ' Here/ fays flie, * you have brought u» 
' into a fine quandary indeed^ What will Madam fay 
' to that big belly ? Oh that ever I fhould live to fee 

* this day !' • 

Molly anfwercd with great fpirit, 'And what is this 
*' mighty place which yon have got for me, father ?' 
(for he had not well underftood the phrafe ufcd by 
Sophia of being about her perfon) * I fuppofe it is 
^ to be under the cook ; but I fhan't wafli diihes for 

* any body. My gentkman will provide better for 

* me. See what he hath given me this afternoon : 

* he hath promifed I fhall never wapt, mother ; 

* and you fhan't want money neither, if you will 

* hold your tongue, and know when you are well.* 
And fo faying, fhe pulled out feveral guineas, and 
Jave her mother one of them. ■ 

This good woman no fooner felt the gold within her 
palm, than her temper began (fuch is the efficacy of 
that panacea) to be mpllified. * Why, hufband/ 
feys fhe, ' would any but fuch a blockhead as you 

* not have cn<juired what place this was before h« 
« had accepted it ?. Perhaps, as Molly fays, it may be 
« in the kitchen ; and truly I don't care my daughter 

* fhould be a fcitllion wench : for, poor as I am, I 

* am a ^gentlewoman. And thof I was obliged, as' 
' my father, who was a clergyman, died worfe than 

* nothing, and fo could not give me a fhilling of 

* potion, to undervalue . myfelr^ by marrying a poor 

* xtSiSiy yet I would have you know, I have a ipirit 

*" H 3 • above 
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' above all them things* Marry come up ! it woald 
' better become Madam, Weilern to loolc at home, 
' and remember who her own grand-fatber was. Soma 
^ of my family, for oaght I know, might ride in th^ir 
' coaches, when the grand- fathers of fome voke walk. 
^ ed a voot. I warrant ihe fancies ihe did a mighty 

* matter, when ihe fen t us that old £ownd ; fome oS 

* my family would not have picked up fuch rags 
^ in the ftreet ; but poor people are always trampled 
' upon.-— The parifh need not have been in fuch a 
^ flufter with Molly.— You ought have told them, 
' child, your grand-mother wore better things new 
< out of theihop.' 

* Well, butconfider,' cried George, * What anfwer 
*• ihall I make to Madam ?' 'I don't know what 
' anfwer,' fays fhe. ' Yon are always bringing your 
^ family into one quandary or other. Do you re* 
' member when you ihot the partridge, the occafion of 
' ail our misfortunes ? Did 1 not advife you never to 

* go into 'fquire Weftern's manor ? Did not I tell you 
^ many a good yeat ago what would come of it ? But 

* you would have youf own headilrong ways ;" ycs^ 

* you would, you villain.'— 

£lack George was, in the main, a peaceable kind 
cf a fellow, and nothing choleric, nor rafh ; yet did 
he hesLT about him fomething of what the antients 
called the irafcible, and which his wife, if ihe had 
been endowed with muchwifdom, would have feared. 
He had long experienced, that when the dorm grew 
veiy high, arguments * were but wind, which {erred 
xather to increafe than to abate it. He was therefore 
ieldom unprovided with a fmall fwitch, a remedy of. 
wonderful force, as he had often eiTayed, an^ which 
the wor^ villain ferved as a hint for his applying. 

No fooner, therefore, had this fymptom appearedj 
than he had immediate recourfe to the faid remedy, 
which though, as it is ufual in, all very efficacious me-* 
dicines, it at iirft feemed to heighten and in£ame tho 
difeafe, foon produced a total calm, and reilored tho 
patient toperfedl eafe and tranquillity. 

This is, however, akind-ofhorfe-medicine, which 
^lequires a very robuft conftitntion to digeil, ^nd is 

r therefore 



therefore proper Only for the vulgar, utilds lii ond' 
fingle inftance, viz^ where fuperiority: of birth breaks 
oat ; in which cafe, we Ihould not think it very im-*^ 
properly applied by any hn (band whatever,- if the ap-' 
plication was not in itfelf fo bafe; that, like certairt- 
applications of the phyfieal kind which need not be?' 
mentioned, it fo much degrades, and contaminates 
the hand employed, in it, that nb gentleman ihould'* 
endure the thought of any thing fo lowaiid detef- 
table. 

The whole family wefc foon reduced to a ftate of 
pcrfedl quiet; for the virtue of this medicine, like' 
that of eleftricity, is often cortimuhicated through^ 
one perfon to many others, who are not touched by 
tlie inflrument. To lay the truths as they both operate?"' 
fey friftion, it may be dbubted whether there is not 
fomething analogous between them, of which Mr^ 
Freke would do well to enquire, before he publifhes 
the next edition of his book, 

A council was now, called, in which, after many' 
debates, Molly ilill perliiling that ihe would not gd^ 
to fervic<;, it was at length refolved, that goody Sea- 
grim herfelf fhould wait on Mifs WefteJrh, and enilea- 
i/ovLT to procure the place for her eldeft daughter^ wKo 
declared great readinefs to atcept itt but fortutie, 
who feems to have been an enemy of this little family^ 
afterwards put a ftop to her promotion,. 

^ C H A P. X. 

M fi^ry hid by Mr% Suppk^ ihi curati^ T^ ptneijtaikfi 
of [fquire Weftern. His great love for his daughitr'g, 
and the return to it made by her^ 

TH E next morning Tom Johes hunted with Mr^ 
Wefterri, and was at his return invited by thai 
gentleman i<i dinner. 

The lovely Sophia fhonc forth that day ^th more 
gaiety ^nd fprightlinefs than ufual. Her battery Wa« 
Certainly levelled at our hero ; though, I believe, (he 
Iicrfelf fcarce yet kntv^ her ovhi ilitentiott ; but- i* 
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ihe had atay defign of charaung ]um, ihe now foe- 
ceeded. 

Mr. Supple, the curate of Mr. Allworthy's parifh,^ 
made one of the company. He was a good-natured 
worthy man; bat chiefly remarkable for his great 
tacitomity at table, though his mouth was never fhut 
at it. In fhort, he had one of the beft appetites in the 
world. However> the cloth was no fooner taken 
away, than he always made fufficient amends for his 
£lence : for he was a very hearty fellow ; and his 
converfation was often entertaining, never o^eniive. 

At his Aril arrival, which was immediately before 
the entrance of. the roa(l-l>eef, he had given an inti- 
mation that he had brought fome news with him, and 
was beginning to tell, that he came that moment from 
Mr. Allworthy's, when the fight of the roait-beef 
jftruck him dumb, permitting him only to fay grace> 
and to declare, he mufl pay his refped to the baronet : 
for fo he called the Sirloin. 

When dinner was over, being reminded by Sophia 
Df his news, he began, as follows, * I believe, lady, 
^ your ladyihip obierved a young woman at church 
' yefterday at eyen-fong, who was dreft in one of your 
' outlandifh garments ; I think I have feen your lady- 
' fiiip infucnaone. However, in the country, fuch 
f, dreiTes are 

* Jlara avis in Tirris, nigroqui Jfmittima Cygno, 

* That is, Mada^> as m^tich as to fay. 



« 



' A rare bird upon the earthy and very like a black 
fwan. 

' The verfe is in Juvenal : but to return to what I 
was relating. - I was faying fuch garments are rare 
fights in the country ; and perchance too, it was 
thought more rare, refped being had to the perfon 
who wore it, who, they tell me, is the daughter 
of Black George, your worfhip's game-keeper, 
whofe fuffcrings I fhould have opined, might have 
taught him more wit, .than to drels forth his wenches 

• in 
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' in fuch gaudy apparel. She created fo much con-' 
1 fuilon in the congregation^ that if fquire Allworthy 

* had not iilenced it>^ it woold have interrupted th« 

* fervlce i for I was once about to Aop in the middle 

* of the firft Icffon*. Howbeit, rieverthelefs, after 

* prayer was over, and I was departed home, this oc- 
^ caiioned a battle in the church-yard, where, amongd 

* other mifchief, the head of a travelling fidler was 

* very much broken. This morning the fidler camo 
f to 'fquire Allworthy for a warrant, and the wench 

* was brought before him. The 'fquire was inclined 
' to have compounded matters ; when, lo ! on a fud-' 

* den, the wench appeared (I aik your ladyihip's 

* pardon) to be, as it were, at the eve of bringing 

* forth a baftard. The 'fquire demanded of her who 

* was the father ? But, flie pertinacioufly refufed to 
' make any refponfe. . So that he was about to make 

* her mittimus to BrideweU, when I departed.' 

* And is a wench havii^g- a baftard all your news, 

* doftor ?' cries Wefterii, ' I thought it might have 
' been fome public matter, fome thing about the na- 

* tion.' 

. * I am afraid it is too common,. indeed,' anfwered 
the parfon, * but I thought the whole ftory all to- 
' gether deferved commemorating. As to national 

* matters, your worfhip knows them beft. My con . 

* cerns extend no farther than my own pariih.' 

* Why, ay,' fays the 'fquire, ' I believe I do know 
' a little of that matter, as yon fay ; but, come, 

* Tommy, drink about, the bottle Hands with you.' 
Tom begged to be accufed, for that he had par- 
ticular bufinefs ; and getting^ up from table, efcaped 
the clutches of the 'fquire, who was riiing toftop him, 
and went off with very little ceremony. 

The 'fquire gave him a good curfe at his departure ; 
and then turning to the parfon, he cried out, * I 
' fmoke it, I fmoke it. Tom is certainly the father 

* of this baftard.' * Zooks, parfon, you remember 
' how he recommended the veather o'her to me.— 
*' D— n un, what a fly b — ch 'tis. Ay, ay, as fure a» 
*• two-pence, Tom is the veather of the bailard.' 

He • I ihould 
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' I flionld be very fotry for that,' fays the parfon. 
* Why forry,* cries the 'fquire, • Where is the 

* miglity matter o't f What, I fuppofe, >doft pretend 

* that thee hail: never got a baftard? Pox! more good 
^ luck's thine: for I warrant hail a done therefbre 

* many's the good time and often.* ' Your worfhip 

* is pleafed tone jocolar,* anfwered the parfon, * but 
' i do not only animadvert on the iinfulnefs of the 
' a^on, though that furely is to be greatly depre- 
^ cated; but I fear his nnrightcoufnefs may injure 

* him with Mr. Allworthy. And truly I muft fay, 
' though he hath the charaA^r of being a little wild, 

* I never faw any harm in the young man ; nor can I 

* fay I have heard any, fave what your worlhip now 
' mentions. I wifh, mdeed, he was a little more 
' regular in his reiponfes at church ; but altogether he 

* ieems 

' Jngenus vultus puer ingenniqui pudoris. 

* That is a clafficat line, young lady, and being 

* rendered into Englifh is, '* A lad of an ingenuous 
' countenance, and of an ingenuous modcfty :" for 

* this was a virtue in great repute both among the 

* Latins and Greeks. \ muft fay the young gentle- 

* man (for fo I think I may call him, notwithfta^d- 

* ing his birth) appears to me a ytry modeft, civil lad, 
' and I fhould be lorry that he (hould do himfelf any 

* injury in 'fquire All worthy's opinion.* 

* Pooghl* fays the 'fquire, • Injury with Allwor- 
' thy ! Why Allworthv loves a wench himfelf. Doth 
' not all the country Know whofe fon Tom is ? You 
'muft talk to another perfon in that manner. 1 re- 
' member Allworthy at college.' 

' I thought,' faid the^ parfon, ' he had never been 
' at theunivcrfity.' 

* Yes, yes, he was,* fays the 'fquire, * and many 
' a wench have we two had together. As arrant a 
^ whoremafter as any' within five miles o'un. No, 

no. It will do'n no harm with he, aiTure yourfelf ; 
n^r with any body elft. Aik Sophy there— You 

have 



' have not the \^orfi* opinion of a young fellow fof* 

• getting a baftard, have yon, girl? No, no, thfe 

* wDftien^ll likeun thebettcf fdr*t.* 

This was a crnel qucftion to poor Sdphla. She had; 
obfcrvecJ Tom's colour change at the parfon's ftory j 
and that, with his hafty and abrupt departure, gave 
her fufficient reafon to think her father's fufpicion noi 
grotindlefs. Her heart Jipw, at once, difcovered th6 
great fecret to her, which it had been fo long dif- 
clofing by little and little ; and ihe found herfelf high- 
ly interefted in this itiatter. In fuch a fituafion, h^r 
father's malapert queftion rufhing fuddenly upon her^ 
prodticed fome (ymptoms which might have alarmed a 
fufpicious heart; but to do the 'xquire jiiftice, that 
tvas not his faulr. When Ihe rofe therefore from her 
chair, and told him, a hint from him wa^ always fuf- 
ficient to make her withdraw, he fuffered her to leave 
the room, and then ^vith great gravity of countenance 
remarked, ' That it was better to fee a daughter 
' over-modett, than over- forward;* a fcntiment which 
Was highly applauded by the parfte. 

There now enfued between the 'fqtiire and the par- 
fon, a moft excellent political dlfcourfe; framed out of 
news-papers, and political pamphlets ; in which they 
made a libation of four bottles of wine to the good 
of their country ; and then,' the 'fquire being faft^ 
afleep, the parfon lighted his pipe, mounted his horfe, 
and rode home. 

When the 'fquire had finiftied his half-hour's nap, 
he fummoncd his daughter to her harpfichord; but 
Ihe begged to be excufed that evening, on account of 
a- violent head-ach. This remiffion was prefently 
granted : for indeed fhe feldom had occafion to aft . 
him twice, as he loved her with fuch ardent affeftion, 
that by gratifying her, he commonly conveyed the 
higheft gratification to himfelf. She was really what 
he frequently called her, his little darling, and flie 
well deferved to b6 fo ; for Ihe returned all his affec- 
tion in the moll ample itoanner . She had preferved the 
moft inviolable duty to him in all things; and this 
her love made not only cafy, but fo delightful, that 

R 6 ' whcj» 
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when one of her companions laughed at her> for plac« 
i.ig fo much merit in fuch fcrupnloas obedience, as 
that young lady called it, Sophia anfwered, * Yon mif* 

* take me, Madam, if you think I value myfelf upon 

* this account : for befides that I am barely difcharg- 
^ ing my duty, I am likewife pleaiing myfelf. I 
' can truly fay, I have no delight equal to that of 

* contributing to my father's happinefs ; andif I value 

* myfelf, my dear, it is on having this power, and 

* not on executing it.' 

This was a fatisfadlion, however, which pcor So- 
phia was incapable of tailing this evening. She there- 
lore not only deiired to be excufed from her attend- 
ance at the harp£chord, but likewife begged that he 
would fuffer her to abfent herfelf from lupper. To 
this requeft likewife the 'fquire agreed, though not 
without fome reludance ; for he fcarce ever permitted 
iier to be out of his fight, unlefs when he was en- 
gaged with his horfes, dogs, or bottle, Neverthelefs 
he yielded to the defire of his daughter, though the 
poor man was,- at the fame time, obliged to avoid his 
own company, (if I may fo exprefs myfelf) by fending 
ioT a neighbouring /armer to fit with him. 

CHAP. XI. 

^Jbe narron» efcape of Molly Seagrim, ijoitb fome ob/er*va^ 
tions for tvhicb <wt have been forced to di've pretty 
de£p into nature* 

TOM JONES had ridden one of Mr. Weilern's 
horfes that morning in the chace"; fo that hav- 
ing no horfe of his own in the 'f<juire's liable, he was 
obliged to go home on foot : this he did fo expedl- 
tioufly, that he ran upwards of three miles within the 
half hour. 

Juft as he arrived at Mr* AUworthy's outward gate, 
he met the conftable and company, with Molly in 
their poffeflion, whom they were conducing to that 
houfe where the inferior fort of people may learn one 
good leffon, viz, refpedjb and deference to their fupe- 
riors; fuic« it mufl ihew them the wide diilin£tion 

fortune 
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fortune intends between tkofe perfoxts who are to be 
corre&ed for their faults^ and thofe who are not ; 
which lefTon, if they do not learn, I am afraid, they 
very rarely learn any other good IdfTon, or improve 
their morals, at the houfe of corredion. 

A lawyer may, perhaps, think Mr. All worthy ex- 
ceeded his authprity a little in this inftance. And, 
to fsLy the truth, I queflion, as here was no regular 
information before him, whether his conduct was 
ilriftly regular. However, as his intention was truly 
upright, he oughts to be excufcd in Foro Con/cientia i 
iince fo many arbitrary ads are daily committed by 
magiArates, who have not this excufe to plead for 
themfelves. 

Tom was no fooner informed by the conftable 
whither they were proceeding, (indeed he pretty well 
guefTed it of himfelf) than he caught Molly m his 
arms, and embracing her tenderly before them all, 
fwore he would murder the fir ft man who offered to 
lay hold of her. He bid her dry her eyes, and be 
comforted ; for wherever ftie went he would accom- 
pany iier. Then turning to the conilable, who flood 
trembling with his hat off, he defired him, in a very 
mild voice, to return with him for a moment only to 
his father, (fo he now called AUworthy) for he durfl, 
he faid, be afTured, that when he had alledeed what 
he had to fay in her favour, the girl would be dif-^ 
charged. 

The conflabie, who, I make no doubt, would have 
furrendered his prifoner, had Tom demanded her, 
very readily confented to this requeft. So back they 
all went into Mr. Allworthy's hall ; where Tom de- 
fired them to flay till his return, and then went him* 
felf in purfuit of the good man. As foon as he was 
found, Tom threw himfelf at his feet, and having 
begged a patient hearing, confefTed himfelf to be the 
fAther of the child, of which Molly was then big. 
He entreateil him to have compaflion on the poor girl, 
and to confider^ if there was any guilt in the cafe, it 
lay principally at his door. 

* If there is any guilt in the cafe!' anfwered All- 
worthy warmly, ' Are younh^n fo profligate an4 

' abandone(^ 
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* abandoned a libertine, to doobt whether the break- 

* ing the laws of God and man, the corrupting and 
« ruining a poor girl, be guilt ? I own, indeed, it doth 

* lie principally upon you, and fo heavy it is, that 
« you ought to expc£l it ihould crufh you.' 

* • Whatever may be my fate,^ fays Tom, * let me 

* fueceed in my interceffions for the poor girl, 1 

* confefs I have corrupted her ; but whether fhe fhall 
« be ruined, depends on you. For Heaven's fake. Sir, 
■ revoke your warrant, and do not fend her to a place 
« which muft unavoidably prove hdi*deftru6lion.' 

Allworthy bid him immediately call a fervant, 
Tom anfwered, there was no occa/ion ; for he hacf 
luckily met them at the gate, and relying upon his 
goodnefs, had brought them all back into his hall^ 
where they now waited his final refolution, which^ 
upon his knees, he befought him might be in favour 
of tlie girl ; that fhe might be permitted to go home 
to her parents, and not be expofed to a greater degree 
of fhame and (corn than mufl neceiTarily fall upon her. 
' I know,' faid he, * that is too much. I know t 

* am the wicked occafion of it. I will endeavour td 
f. make amends, if poffible ; and if you fhall have 

* hereafter the goodnefs to forgive me, I hope I fhall 

* dcferveit.' 

Allworthy hefitated fome time, and at laft f^d^ 
•.Well, I will difcharge my mittimus,-^ You may 

* fend the conflable to me, he was inftantly called, 

* difcharged, and fo was the girl.* 

It will be believed that Mr. Allworthy failed not ta 
fead Tom a very fevere lefture dn this occafion ; but 
it is unnccefTary to infert it here, as we have faithfully 
tranfcribed what he faid to Jenny Jones in the firft 
book, mod: of which may be applied to the men, 
equally with the women. So fenfible an efFeft had 
thefe reproofs on the young man, who was no har- 
dened fmner, that he retired to his own room, where 
he pafTed the evening alone, in much melancholy con- 
templation. 

Allworthy was fufficiently offended by this tranf- 
greffion of Jones ; for, notwithflanding the affertions 
^i^T^* Weftern, it is certain, this worthy man had 

never 
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never indulged himfelf in any loofe pleafares with 
women, and greatly condemned the vice of inconti- 
nence in others. Indeed there is much reafon to 
imagine, that there was not the leaft truth in what 
Mr. Weftern affirmed, efpecially as he laid the fcene 
of thofe impurities at the univerfity, where Mr. All- 
worthy had never been. In faft, the good *fquire was 
a little to apt to indulge that kind of pleafantry which 
is eenerally called rnodomontade ; but which may, 
with as much propriety, be* expreffed by a much 
fhorter word ; and, perhaps, we too often fupply the 
ufe of this little monofyllable by others ; iince very 
much of what frequently pafTes in the world for wit 
and humour, Ihould, in the ftrifleft purity of lan- 
guage, receive that Ihort appellation, which, in con- 
formity to the well-bred laws of cuflom, I here fup- 
prefs. 

But whatever deteftation* Mr. Allworthy had to this 
or to any other vice, he was not fo blinded by it, but 
that he could difcern any virtue in the guilty perfon, 
as clearly, indeed, as if there h^ been no mixture of 
t^ice in the fanfe charafter. While he was angry, 
therefore, with the incontinence of Jones, he was no 
Icfs pleafed with the honour and honefty of* his felf- 
accufation. He began now to form in his mind the 
fame opinion of this young fellow, which, we hope, 
our reader may have conceived. And in balancing hi$ 
faults with his perfeftions, the latter feemed rather to 
preponderate. 

It was to no pnrpofe, therefore, that Thwack um, 
^ho was- immediately charged by Mr. Blifil with the 
ftory, unbended all his rancour againft poor Tom. 
Allworthy gave a patient hearing to their invectives, 
and then anfwered coldly: 'That young men of 
' Tom's complexion were too] generally addided to 

• this vice ; but he believed That youth was fincerely 

• afFedled with what he had faid to him on the occa- 

• fion, and he hoped he would not tranfgrefs again.* 
So that the days of whipping were at an end, the 
tutor had no other vent but his own mouth for hh gall, 
the afaal poor refonrce of impotent revenge. 

B«4 
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But Square^ who was a lefs violent, was a xnnch 
more artful man ; and as he hated Jones more, per-* 
haps, than Thwackum himfelf did, fo he contrived 
to do him more mifchief in the mind of Mr. Allwor- 

thy. 

The reader muft remember the feveral little inci- 
dents of the partridge, the horfe, and the bible, which 
were recounted in the fecond book. By all which Jones 
had rather improved than injured the aFeflion which 
Mr. Allworthy was inclined to entertain for him. The 
fame, I believe, muft have happened to him with 
every other perfon who had any idea of friendfhip, 

fenerofity, and greatnefs of fpirit ; that is to fay, who 
ath any traces of goodnefs in his mind. 
Square himfelf was not unacquainted with the true 
impreflion which thofe feveral inftances of goodnefs 
had made on the excellent heart of Allworthy ; for 
the philofopher very well knew what virtue was, tho* 
he was not always, perhaps, fteady in its purfuit : but 
as for Thwackum, from what reafon I will not deter- 
mine, no fuch thoufi;hts ever entered into his head : 
he faw Jones in a bad light, and he imagined All- 
worthy iaw him in the fame, but that he was refolved, 
from pride and ftubboninefs of fpirit, not to give up 
the boy whom he had once cherifhed; fince, by io 
doin^, he muft tacitly acknowledge, that his former 
opinion of him had been wrong. 

Square therefore embraced this opportunity of in- 
juring Jones in the tendercft part, by giving a very 
bad turn to all thefe before-mentioned occurrences. 
'^ I am forry. Sir,' faid he, * to own I have been de- 

* ceivcd as well as yourfelf. I could not, I confefs, 

* help being pleafed with what I afcribed to the mo- 

* tive of friendfhip, though it was carried to an ex- 
' cefs, and all excefs is faulty and vicious ; but in this 

* I made allowance for youth. Little did I fufpedl 
' that the facrifice of truth, which we both imagined 

* to have been^ made to friendfhip, was, in reality, 
' proftitution of it to a^ depraved and debauched ap- 

* petite. You now plainly fee whence all. the {^^m- 
*' ing generoiity of this young man to the family of the 
'game-keeper proceeded. He fupportcd the father, 

• in 
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^ in order to corrupt the daughter, and preferred the 

* family from ftarving, to bring o^e of them to ihame 

* and ruin. This is friendfliip ! this is generofity !* 
As Sir Richard Steele fays, ** Gluttons who give 

* * high prices for delicacies, are very worthy to be 
** called generous." * In ihort, I an^ refolved, from 

* this inflance, never to give way to the weaknefs of 
' human nature more, nor to think any thing virtue 

* which doth not e;Ca£tly quadrate with the unerring 

* rule of right.* 

The goodnefs of Allworthy had prevented thofe 
conAderations from occurring to himfelf ; yet were 
€hey too plauiible to be abfolutely and haflily rejedled, 
i^hen laid before his eyes by another. Indeed what 
Square had faid funk very deeply into his mind, and 
the uneaiinefs which it there created, was very viable 
to the other; though the good man would not ac- 
knowledge thii, but made a very flight anfwer, and 
forcibly drove off the difcourfe to fome other fubjeft. 
It was well, perhaps, for poor Tom, that no fuch fug- 
geflions had been made before he was pardoned ; iQt 
they. certainly ftamped in the mind of Allworthy the 
£ril bad impreffion concerning jone5» 

CHAP. XII. 

Containing much clearer matters \ hut nxjhich Jlonued froflt 
the fame fountain ^with thofe in the preceding chapter^ • 

TH E reader will be pleafed, I believe, to return 
\vith me to Sophia. She paffed the night, after 
we faw her lafl, in no very agreeable manner. Sleep 
befriended her but little, and dreams lefs. In the 
morning, when Mrs. Honour her maid attended her, 
at the ufual hour, (he 3vas found already up and drefl. 

Perfons who live two or three miles diftance in the 
country are considered as next door neighbours,, 
and tranfa^ons at the one houfe Hy with incredible 
celerity to the other. Mrs. Honour, therefore, had 
heard the. whole llory of Molly's Ihame ; which Ihe, 
being of a very communicative, temper, had no fooner 

entered 
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entered the apartanent of her miflrefsi thati (he begaii 

to rektc in the following maiiner : 

' La Ma'am, what doth your la'fliip think ? the 
girl that your la'fhip faw at church on Sunday, 
whom you thought fo handfome ; though yoii 
would not have thought her fo handfome neither, 
if you had fecn her nearer ; but to be fure (he hath 
been carried before the juftice for being big with 
child. She feemed to me to look like a confident 
flut ; and to be fure fhe hath laid the child to young 
Mr. Jones. And all the parifh fays Mr. Allworthy 
is fo angry with young Mr. Jones, that he won't fee 
him. To be fure, one can't help pitying the poor 
young man, and yet he doth not dcferve much pity 
neither, for demeanin? himfelf with fuCh ' kind of 
trumpery. Yet he is lo pretty a gentleman, I fhould 
be forry to have him turned out of doors. 1 darci 
to fwear the wench was as willing as he ; for fhe 
was always a forward kind of body. And when- 
wenches are fo coming, young men are not fo much 
to be blamed neither, for to be fure they do no more 
than what is natural. Indeed it is beneath them to 
meddle with fuch dirty draggle tails ; and whatever 
happens to them, it is good enough for them. And 
yet to be fure the vile baggages arc moft in fault. 
I wifhes, with all my heart, they were well to be 
whipped at the cart's tail ; for it is pity they fhould 
be the ruin of a pretty young gentleman ; and no- 
body can deny but that Mr. Jones is one of the moft 
handfomeft young men that ever———* 
She was running on thus, when Sophia, with a more 

peevifh voice than fhe had ever fpoken to her hrbcfore, 

cried, * Prithee why do'fl thou trouble me with all 

* this fluff? What concern have I in what Mr. Jones 

* doth ? I fuppofe you are all alike. And you fecni 

* to me to be angry it was not your own cafe.' 

* I, Ma'am !' anfwered Mrs, Honour, ' I ant 

* forry your ladyfhip fhould have fuch an opinion of 

* me. I am fure no-body can fay any fuch thing of 

* me. All the young fellows in the world may po ta 

* the devil for me. Becaufe I faid he was a han(fibm(^ 
/ man ! Every body fays il as v?t\\ ^^ \,— To.\i^ CMre* 
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' I never thought as it was any hartn to fay a young 
* man was handfome ; but to be fure I ihall never 
' think him Co any more now ; for handfome is that 
' handfome does. A beggar wench ! . > « 

' Stop thy torrent of impertinence,' cries Sophia, 
' and fee whether my father wants me at breakfaft.* 

Mrs. Honour then flung out of the room mutter^ 
ing much to herfelf,— .of which — -^ Marry come 
' up, I aiTure you,' was all that could be plainly 
didinguiflied. 

Whether Mrs.. Honour really deferved that fufpi*^ 
cion, of which her miilrefs gave her a hinit, is a 
matter which we cannot indulge our reader's curioiity 
by xefolving. We will however maks him amends ia 
difcloiing what pafled in the mind of Sophia. 

The reader will be pleafed to recoiled, that a fecret 
affection for Mr. Jones had infenfibly ftolen into the 
bofom of this young lady. That it had there grown 
to a pretty great height before flie herfelf had dif* 
covered it. When ihe firil began to perceive it$ 
fymptoms, the fenfations were fo fweet and pleaiing, 
that (he had not refolution fufficient to check or 
repel them ; and thus (he went on cherifhing a paf- 
iion of which ihe never once coniidered the confe* 
quences. 

This incident relating to Molly firft opened her 
eyes. She now firft perceived the weaknefs of which 
ihe had been guilty ; and though it caufed the nu 
moft perturbation in her mind, yet it had the eifeft 
of other naufeous phyfic, and for the time expelled 
her diftemper. Its operation ipdeed was moft' won* 
derfully quick ; and in the fhort i^nterval, while her 
maid was abfent, fo entirely removed all fymptoms^ 
that when Mrs. Honour returned with a fummoni 
from her father, fhe was become perfedlly eafy, and 
had brought herfelf to a thorough indi^erence for 
Mr. Jones. 

^ The difeafes of the mind do in almoft every par- 
ticular imitate thofe of the body. For which rea^ 
fon, we hope, that learned faculty, for whom we 
have fo profound a refped, will pardon us the vio* 
^Tit hands we have been necei&tated to lay on feve- 

ra? 
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ral words and phrafes> which of right beloni 
them, and without which our defcriptions 
have been often unintelligible. 

Now there is n6 one circumflance in which 
diftempers of the mind bear a more'exa^ analog 
thofe- which are called bodily, than that ap 
which both have to a rclapfe. This is plain, in 
violent difeafes of ambition and avarice. I 
known ambition, when cured at court by freq 
difappointments, (which are the only phyfic foi 
to break out again in a contefl for foreman o 
grand jury at an affizes ; and have heard of a 
who had fo far conquered avarice, as to give 
many a fix-pence, that comforted himfelf, at lafl 
his death-bed, by making a crafty and advant^j 
bargain concerning his enfuing funeral, with ai 
dertaker who had married his only child. 

In the affair of love, which out of flrift 
formity with the floic philofophy, we fhall here 
as a difeafe, this pronenefs to relapfe is nc 
confpicuous. Thus it happened to poor Soj 
tipon whom, the very next time fte faw y 
Jones, all the former fymptoms returned, and 
that time cold and hot fits alternately feizec 
heart. 

The fituation of this young lady, was now 
di^erent from what it had ever been before, 
paflion, which had formerly been fo exquifitely 
cious, became now a fcorpion in he* bofom. 
refifted it therefore with her utmofl force-, and 
moned every argument her reafon (which was 
prizingly ftrong for her age) could fuggeft, to A 
and expel it. In this fhe fo far fucceeded, th: 
began to hope from time and abfence a perfed 
She rcfolved therefore to avoid Tom Jones as 
as poflible ; for which purpofe fhe began to cor 
a defign of vifiting her aunt, to which fhe ma< 
doubt of obtaining her father's confent. 

But fortune, who had other defigns in her 
put an immediate flop to any fuch proceeding 
introducing an accident, which will be r«latt 
the next chapter^ 
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CHAP- XIII. 

j1 drtadful accident nnhicb befel Sophia. The gallant 
Jrehavioar of Jones ^ and the more dreadful confequence 
of that behaviour to the young lady j *with u Jbqrt di^ 
grejjion rnfa*vour of the female f ex. 

MR. Wcftcm g^rcw every day fonder and fonder 
of Sophia^ iRfprnucli that kb beloved dogs 
themfelves almoft gave place to her in his' afFedlions ; 
but as he' could not prevail on himfel/ to abaadon 
thefe, he contrived very cunningly to enjoy their oom- 
pany, together with that of his daughter, by iniifting 
on her riding a hunting with him. 

Sophia^, to whom her father's word was a law, readily 
pom^ied with his deiires, though (he had not the l^ft 
delight in a fport, which was of too rough and maf* 
culine a nature to fuit with her diipofition. She had 
however, another motive, beflde her obedience, to 
accompany the old gentleman in the chace ; for by her 
pre fence (he hoped in fome meafure to reflrain his im- 
petuofity, and to prevent him from fo frequently ex* 
pofing his neck to the utmoft hazard. 

The ftrongeft objedlion was that which would have 
formerly been an inducement to her, namely, the 
frequent meeting with young Jones, whom (he had 
determined to avoid ; but as the end of the hunting 
feafon now approached, ihe hoped, by a ihort abfence 
with her aunt, to reafon herfelf entirely out of her 
unfortunate pailion ; and had not any doubt of being 
^ble to meet him in the field the fubfequent feafon 
without the leaft danger. 

On the fecond day of her hunting, as ihe was re- 
turning from the chace, and was arrived within a 
little diftance from Mr. Weilern's houfe, her horfe, 
whofe mettlefome fpirit required a better rider, fell 
fuddenly to prancing and capering in fuch a manner, 
that ihe was in the mofl imminent peril of falling. 
Tom Jones, who was at a little diftance behind, faw 
this, and immediately galloped up to her ajiilance.. 
As foon as he came up, he leapt from his own horfe, 

and 
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and caught hold of her*s by the bridle. The unruly 
bead prefently reared himfelf an end on his hind legs, 
and threw his lovely burthen from his back^ and Jones 
caueht her in his arms. 

She was fo affected with the fright, that (he was 
not immediately able to fatisfy Jones, who was very 
foUicitons to know whether (he had received any hurt. 
She foon after, however, recovered her fpirits, aflured 
liim (he was fafe, and thanked him Ibr the care he had 
taken of her. Jones anfwered, ' if I have preferved 
' yon, madam, I am fuiHciently repaid j for I promife 
' you I would have fecured you ^om th^ leaft harm, 

* at the expence of a much greater misf6rtune to my* 
^ felf, than I have fufFered on this occafion.' 

• What misfortune,* replies Sophia^ eagerly, * I 

* hope yon have come to no mifchief ?* 

• Be not concerned, madam,* anfwered Jones> 

* Heaven be praifed, you have efcaped io well, con- 

* (idcring the danger yon was in. If I have broke my 

* arm^ I confider it as a trifle, in comparifon of what I 

* feared upon your account.* n 
Sophia then fcreamed out, ' Broke your arm! 

* Heaven forbid.* 

• I am afraid I have, ma^am,* fays Jones, ' bat 

* I beg you will fufFer me firft to take care of you. I 

* have a right-hand yet at your fervice, to help you 
' into the next field, whence we have but a very little 
' walk to your father's houfe.* 

Sophia (eeing his left arm dangling by his (ide, whife 
he was ufing the other to lead her, no longer doubted 
of the truth. She now grew much paler than her fears 
for herfelf had made her before. All her limbs were 
feized with a trembling, infomuch that > Jones could 
fcarce fupport her ; and as her thoughts were in no 
lefs agitation, (he could not refrain from giving Jones 
a look fo full of tendernefs, that it almoft argued 
a ftrongcr fenfation in her mind, than even grati- 
tude and pity united can raife in the gentleft female 
bo(bm, without the afiiftance of a third more powerful 
paifion. 

* Mr. Weftern„ who was advanced at fome- diftance 
y/^XL this accident happened^ .was now xcturned, as 

w«re 
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were the reft of the horfe-rinen. Sophia immediately 
acquainted them with what had hefallen Jones, and 
begged them to, take care .of him. Upon which» 
WeSern, who had been maeh alarmed by meeting hil 
daughter's horie without its rider, and was now over- 
joyed to find her unhurt, cried out, * I am glad it it 
-' no worfe.; if Tom hath broken his arm, we will get 
' a joiner to mend an again.' 

The 'fquire alighted from his horfe and proceeded 
to his hoiue on foot, with his daughter and Jones. 
.An impartial fpeftator, who had met them on the 
way^ would, on viewing their feveral countenancea, 
have concluded Sophia alone to have been the olb.* 
jedl pf compailion : for as to Jones, he exulted in 
having probably faved the life of the young lady, 
at the price only of a broken bone ; and Mr. Wcftem, 
though he was not unconcerned at the accident which 
had befallen Jones, was, however, delighted in 4 
:much higher degree with the fortunate efcape of his 
daughter. 

The generofity of Sophia's temper conftrued this 
•behaviour of Jones into great bravery j and it made 
a deep imprefCon on her heart : for certain it is, 
•that there is not one quality which fo generally re* 
commends men to women as this ; proceeding, if 
we believe the common opinion, from that natural 
timidity of the fex ; * which is,* fays Mr. Olbo^ne, 

* fo great, that a woman is the moft cowardly of 
' all- the creatures God ever made.' A fentiment 
more remarkable for its bluntnefs than for its truth* 
Ariftotle, in his politics, doth them, l believe, more 
jullice, when he fays, * The modefty and fortitude 

* of men diiFer from thofe virtues in women ; for 
'* the fortitude which becomes a woman, would be 
' cowardice in a man ; and the modefty which be* 
' pomes Sk man, wo,uld bq pertnefs in a woman. ^ 
Nor is tjiere„ perhaps, more of truth in the opinion 
•of thofe who derive the partiality which women are 
inclined to fhew to the brave, from this excefs of their 
fear. Mr. Bayle, (I think, irt his article of Helen) 
imputes this« ^d with great probability, to their 

violent 
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violent love of |;lory ; for the truth of which, we 
have the attthonty of him, who, of all others, faw 
fartheft into human nature ; and who introduces the 
heroine of his Odyfley, the great patron of matri- 
monial love and conAancy, affigning the ^lory of her 
hufband as the only fource of her affedion towards 
him.*. 

However this be, certain it is that tlie accident 
•perated very ftrongly on Sophia ; and, indeed, after 
much enquiry into the matter, I am inclined to be- 
lieve, that at this very time, the charming Sophia 
made no lefs impreiSon on the heart of Jones ; to 
fay truth, he had for fome time become fenfible of the 
irrefiflible power of her charms* 

CHAP. XIV. 

fif arri*val of a furgeon. His operations, and a long 
dialogue btt'ween Sophia and her fnaid. 

WHEN thev arrived in Mr. Weftem»s hall, 
Sophia, who had tottered along with much 
diificulty, funk down in a chair ; but oy the affifl- 
ance of hartihorn and water, fhe was prevented 
from fainting away, and had pretty well recovered 
her fpirits, when the furgeon, who was fent for to 
Jones, appeared. Mr. Weftern, who imputed thefe 
iymptoms inJiis daughter to her fall, advifed her to 
•be prefentl/blgpded by way of prevention. In this 
opinion he was feconded by the furgeon, who gave 
fo many reafons for bleeding, and quoted fo many 
cafes where perfons had mifcarried for want of it, 
that the 'fquire became very importunate, and indeed 
infifted preremptorily that his daughter ihonld be 
blooded. 

Sophia foon yielded to the commands of her 
father, though entirely contrary to her own inclina- 
tions : for Ihe fufpe^led, I believe, lefs danger from 
the fright, than either the 'fquire or the furgeon. 

* The BajUfh reader will not.iiad this in tbt pOCBy for thfl 
tetimeRt u eatirdy left oat in the tranfliittoa. 

She 



She then flretched oot her beautiful arm^ and the' 
operator began to prej)are for his work* 

While the fervants were bufied in providng' mate- 
rials ; the furgeon^ who imputed the backwardneft 
which had appeared in Sophia to her fcarSj began to 
c6mfort her with atfurances that there was not the 
leaf! danger ; for no accident, he faid* Could ever* 
happen in bleeding, but from the monftrous ignorance 
of pretenders to furgery, which he pretty plainly in- 
finuated was not at prefent to be apprehended. Sophiz 
declared fhe was not under the leafl apprehenfion ; 
adding, if you Open an artery, I pfomife you I'll 
forgive you ; ' Wilt you,' cries Weftcrn* • I> — n-me> 
* if I will ; if he does thee the leaft mifchief, d*^n me, 
' if I don't ha' the heart's blood o'uii outi^^ The 
fur^eon aiTented to bleed her upon thefe condition^ 
and then proceeded to his operation, which he' 
performed with as much dejtterity as he had pro** 
inifed ; and with as inuch quicknefs s ' fot* he took 
but little blood from her, faying> it v^as much fafer 
to bleed again and . again> than to take away toor 
much at once. 

Sophia, when her arm was bound up, retired i fbf 
ihe was not willing (nor was it, perhaps, ftridljj; 
decent) to be prefent at ^the operation on Jonesi In*, 
deed one objedion which flie had to bleeding, (thotigh. 
&ie did not make itX was the delay which it would 
occaiion to fetting the broken bone. For Weftcrn> 
when Sophia was concerned, had no coniidesatioii^ 
%ut for her ; aild as for Jon6s himfelf^ he ^ fat like 
« patience on a monument fmiHng at grief.'' To fay^ 
the truth, when he faw the blood fpringing from thei 
lovely arm of Sophia, he fcarce thought ox what had 
happened to himfelf. 

The furgeon now ordered his patient to be ftript 
to his (hirti and then entirely barin? the arm, he 
begah to ilretch and examine it, in iuch a manner^ 
that the tortures he put hiiA to, caufed Jones t« 
make feveral wry faces ; which the furgeon obferv- 
ing, greatly wondered at^ crying, ' What is the 
• matter. Sir ? I am fure it is inipoffible I ihould 
' hurt you.' And« then holding forth the brokea 
Voit% Vlh 1 arm. 
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arm, he began a long and very learned ledare of 
anatomy, in which fimple and double fradlares were 
jnoft accurately confidered ; and the feveral ways m 
^hich Jones might have broken his arm, were dif- 
cuiTed, with proper annotations, ihewing how many of 
thefe would nave been better^ and how many worfe 
than the prefent cafe* 

Having at length £niihed his laboured harangue, 
'^ith which the audience^ though it had greatly raifed 
their attention and admiration, were not jnuch edified, 
as they reallv underfkood not a iingle TyLlable of ali 
,he had faid, he proceeded to buiinefs^ which he was 
:more expeditious in finiihing^ than he had Jbeem in 
i>eginnin^. 

Jones was ihen ordered inte a bed, which Mr. 
Weilern compelled him to accept at his own houfe^ 
and fentence of water-gruel was paEed upon him. 

Among the good company which had attended in 
the hall during the bone-fetting, Mrs. Honour was 
one ; who being fummoned to her miilrefs as foon as 
^ was>over, and ^ed by her how the young gentle- 
man did, prefently launched into extravagant praifes 
on the magnimity^ as ihe called it, of his behaviour, 
vhich, ihe faid, «< was fo charming in fo pretty a 
* creature.* She then burfl forth into much warmer 
encomiums on the beauty of his perfon ; enumerating 
many particulars, ^nd ending with the whitenefs oi 
his fkin. 

This difcourfe had an effed on Sophia*s counte- 
nance, which would not perhaps have efcaped tke 
obfervance of the fagacious waitinjg^woman, had flie 
once looked her miilrefs in the face, ail the time ihe 
was fpeaking ; but as a looking-glafs., which was noil 
commodioufly placed oppofite to her, gave her an op- 
portunity of furveying thofe features, m which, of all 
Others, ihe took molt delight ; fo flie had not once 
removed her eyes from that amiable objed during her 
whole fpeech. 

Mrs. Honour was fo intlrely wrapped up in the 
fubj^dt on» which ihe exercifed her tongug, and the 
©bjea before her eyes, that ihe ^ave her miibefs 
%pie to conquer her confufion j which having done, 

ihe 
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fhe ladled on lier maid, and told her, * flie was cer- 
' tainly in love with this young fellow.' ' I in love, 

* Madam!* anfwers /he/ * upon my word. Ma'am, 
' I aiTure you Ma'am, upon my foul. Ma'am, [ ant 
' not.* ' Why if you was,' cries her miftrefs, '* I 
' fee* no reafon that you ihoi^ld be'afhamed of it ; 

* for he is certainly a pretty fellow,' — * Yes, Ma'am,* 
anfwered the other, * that he is, the moft hand- 

* fomeft man I ever faw in my life. Yes, to be 

* fure that he ,is, and, as your ladyfbip fays, I don't 

* krfow why I fhould be afliamed- of loving him, 

* though he is my betters. To be fure gentle folks 
' are but flefh and blood no more than us fervants. 

* Beiides, as for Mr. Jones, thof 'fquire Allworthy 
^ hath made a gentleman of him, he was not io good 
^ as myfelf by birth : for thof I am a poor body, i 
' am an honeft perfon'9 child, and my father and 
/ mother were married^ which is more than fomef 

'* people can fay^ as liigh as they hold their heads. 

* Marry, come up < I aflure you, my dirty cou/in ? 
' thof his fkin1>e fo white, and to be fure, it is the 

* moil whiteii that ever was feen, I am a chriflian as 

* well as he, and no-body can fay that I am bafe bomi' 

* my grandfather was a clergyman *, ^d would have 

* been very angry, I believe, to have thought any of 

* his family ihould have taken up with Moliy 

* Seagrim's dirty leavings.' . 

Perhaps Sophia might haVe fuffiered her maid to 
run on in this manner, from wanting fufficient Spirits 
to ftop her tongue, which the reader may probably 
conjefture was no very eafy talk : for, Certainly there 
were fome pafTages-iA her fpecch, which were far 
from being agreeable to the lady. However, Ih-? 
now checked the torrent, as there feemed no end of 
its flowing. ' I wonder,' fays fhe, \ at your afTur- 
' ance In daring to talk thus of one of my father's 
' friends. As to the wench, I order you never ta 

* Tkis is the TeeOAd ^jcrfon of low condition whom we have^re* 
torded in this hiftt)ry, to have ri>Tui|g fcom the clergy. It is tO'b^ 
kopei fuch inflances will, in future, ages, when feme provifiou is 
made for tht families of thcf inferior d«rgy, appear ftrasger thaa 
|hfy can bt fhwght jit preftnt. 

J 2 ' mention 
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mention Her' name to me« Aad, with regard to 

* to the young gentleman's birth, tliofe who can fay 
'' nothing more to his difadrantage, may as well be 

' filent on that head^ as I defire yoa will be for the 
"^ fixture/ 

' I am forry I have offmded yoar ladylhip,' an- 
"fwered Mrs. Honoor^ ' I am fare I hate Molly 

* Seagrim as much as your ladyfbip can, and as for 

* abttfing Tquire Jones, I can can all the fervants 
'*' in the houfe to witneis, that whenever any talk 
-* hath been about baftards,* I have always taken his 

^ part : for which of you,* fays I to the footman, 

' would not be a baftard, if he could^ tb ^e made 

■^ a gentleman ofi and,' fays I, ' I am fure he is a 

•^ very fine gentleman ; and he hath one of the 

* whiteft hands in the world : for to be fore lb he 
-^ hath ; andj' fays I, * one of the fweeteft temper- 
•^ edeft, beft natnredeft men in the world he is,' and 
/ays I, ' all the fervants and neighbours all round 
■• the country loves him. And, to be fure, I could 
*' tell your ladyihip fomething, but that I am afraid 

* it would ofTend you.'~* What could you tell me, 

* Honour ?' fays Sophia. * Nay, Ma*am, to be fure 
' he meant nothing by it, therefore I would not have 
^ your ladyfbip be offended.*— * Prithee tell me,' 
.fays Sophia.—* I will know it this "inftant.* * Why, 

* Ma'am,* anfwered Mrs. Honour, ' he came into 
-* the room, one day lafi: week when I was at work, 
^ and there- lay your ladyihip*s muff on a chair, and 
^* to be fure he put his hands into it, that very muff 
•' your ladyfhip gave me but yefierday ; La,* fays I, 

* Mf. Jones, you will flretch my lady's muff and 

* fpoil it ; but he flill kept his hands in it, and then 
-» he kiffed it— to be fure, I /hardly ever faw fuch a 

* kifs in my life as he gave it.' — ' I fuppofe he 

* did not know it was mine,* replied Sophia. * Your 

* ladyfhip fhall hear, Ma*am. He kiffed it again 
■* and again, and faid it was the prettiefl: muff in the 
^ world.* * La ! Sir,^ fays I, * you have feen it a 

* hundred times.*—* Yes, Mrs. Honour,* cry'd he : 
' * but who can fee any thing beautiful in the pre-^ 

•f fence of your Jady tut herielf : nay, that's not all 

' neither. 



* neither, but I hope yoix ladyflrip won't be oifend- 

* ed, for to be fare he meant nothing : one day a^ 
' your lady (hip was playing on the h^rpfichord to 

* my maf^er, Mr. Jones was fitting in the next 
' room, and methought he looked melancholy. 

* Lial fiiya I, Mr. Jones, what's the matter? ar 

* penny for yon thoughts/ (ays I ; * Why, huffy,* 

* fays he, flarting np mm a dream, * what can I bfe 

* thinking of, when that angel your miftrefs is play- 
' ing?* and theii fqueezing me by the hand-—' Oh 1 
' Mrs. Honour,' fays he, * hpw Iwppy will that 

* man be! '-rand then he fighed, upon my troth; 
^ his breath is as fweet ^s nofegay—- but to be fur6 

* he meaat no harm by it. So I hope your lady- 
^ fliip will not mention a word ; for he gave me a 

* crown never to mention it, and made me fwear 
' upon a book, but I believe, indeed, it was not the 
« bible.' 

Till fomethmg of a more beautiful red than ver-' 
million be foiiAd out, I fhall fay nothing of Sophia's 
c^lottr on this occaiio0. ' Ho*-**nottr,' fays ihe; 
I— if you will not menMn this any more to me^— ^ 
nor to any body eife, I will not betray you— I 
mean I will not be. angry: but I am afraid of 
your tongue. Why, my girl, will you give it 
fuch liberties ?' ' ^^Yf Ma'am' anfwered ihe> 
to be fure, I would iooner cut out my tongue 
than offend your ladyihip-^to be fure I (halt 
never mention a word that y<ottr ladyihip would . 
not have me.' ' — Why I would not have yoa 
mention this any more.' fsdd S'ophia, ' £6t it may 
come to my father's ears, and he would be angr^ 
with Mr. Jones, though I really believe, as yo«i 
fay, he meant nothing. I fhould be verv angry 
myfelf if I imagined'—' Nay, Ma'am,' fays Honour^ 
I protefl I believe he meant nothing. I thought 
he talked, as if he was out of his fenfes ; nay, 
he (aid he believed he was beAde himfelf when he 
'had fpoken the words. Ay, Sir,' fays I, * I be- 
lieve {o too.' * Yes,* fays he, * Honour,— but I 
aft ybur ladyihip 's j>ardon ; I could tear my 
tongue out for offending you.' * Go on,' fays 

I 3 Sophia, 
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SopUa, yon mty mention any thin^ yon have 

* not told me before.* * Yes, Honour/ fays he, 
(this was fome dme afterwards when he gave me 
the crown) ' I am neither fach a coxcomb, or fach 

* a villain as to think of her, in any other ddight, 

* but as my goddefs ; as fach I will always worfiiip 
' and adore her while I hav« breath. This was a]l» 

* Ma'am, I will be ftvom, to the beft of my remem* 

* brance ; I was in a paffion with him myfelf, till 1 

* found he meant no oarm.' ' Indeed, Henonr,' 
fays Sophia, * I believe yon have a real affedion for 
^ me ; I was provoked the other day when I gave 

* you warning; but if you have a defire to flay 

* with me, yon. ihalL' < To be fure, » Ma'am,' 
anfwered Mrs, Honour, ' I ihall never deiire tp 
' part with your ladyfhip. To be furfr I almoU 
' cried my cya out when you gave me warning. It 

* would be very ungrateful in me, to defire to leav^ 
' your ladyfiiip; becaufe as why, I fhould never 

* get fo good a place again. . I am fure I would live 

* and die with your hidphipr^for^ as poor Mr. Jon^ 

* faid, happy is the man* 

Here the dinner-bell interrupted the converfatiou 
irikich had wrought fuch an effed on Sophia, that 
fte was, perhaps, more obliged to her bleeding in 
the morning, than fhe, at the time, had apprehend- 
ed (he ihould be. As to the preient iituation of her 
mind, I fball adhiere to a rule of Horace, by not 
attempting to defcribe it, from defpair of iuccefs. 
Mod of my readers will fuggeft it eafily to them- 
felves ; and the few who cannot, would i(ot underftand 
the picture, or at leaH would deny it to be natural* 
if ever fo well drawn*. 
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Containing' a fwiim of time^ fomewhat longer than:- 

half a year* 

CHAP. L 

tif m^ SERIOUS in nvritingi andfir^hixtpttrpofk 

it is'infroductdm 

PEradventQre tllere may be ao: part in this pro2: 
digious work which will give the reader left 
pleafur^ in perttfing, than thofe which have 
given the author the greatefi pains in compofmg. 
Among thefe/ probably, may be reckoned thpfe 
initial e^ays which we have prefixed to the hiflorical 
matter contained in every, book ; and which we hav^ 
determined to be elTentially neceiTary to this kind of 
writing* of which we fet ourfelves at the head. 

For this oiir determination we do not hold ourfelves 
flri£tly bound to ailign any reafon; it being abun- 
dantly fufficient that we have laid it down as a rul<( 
ilece^ary to be obferved' in all profai-comi-epic wri- 
ting. Who ever demanded the reafons of th^t nice 
unity of time or place which is now eflabliihed to b^ . 
foeffential to dramatic poetry ? What critic hath been -' 
ever afked, why a play xhay not contain two days as 
well as one ? Or why the audience (provided they 
travel, like electors, without any expence) may nor 

^4 ^ 
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be wafted fiAv miles as well as five ? Hatli any com- 
mentatojr well accounted for the limxtltion which an 
antient' critic hath fet to the dramaj which he will 
have contain neither more nor lefs than five ads ? Or 
hath any one living at templed to explain ^ what -the 
modem judges of our theatres mean by that word 
Low ; by which they have happily fucceeded in ba- 
nishing allhttjaour fiom the iiage^ and have made the 
theatre as dull. as a drawing-room ? Upon all thefe 
occafions, the world feems to have embraced a maxim 
of our Iaw» viz. tuUunque in arte fua perito credendum 
-^ .• im it feemB^ pei1iaps> difficult to conceive that 
any one fhould have had enough of impudence, to lay 
dow9 dogmatical -roles in any art or fcience without 
the leafl ^undation. In fuch cafes, therefore, we are 
apt to conclude, ^ioLxt are found and good reafons a 
the bottom, though w«^ are nofortunately not able to 
fee fo far« 

Now, in reality, the world have paid too great a 
compliment to critics, and have imagined them men 
4>f much greater profundicy than they really are. 
Prom this complaiiance, the critics have been embol- 
dened to aflume a dictatorial power, and have fo far 
fuceeeded, tii9t they are ^w become ^t maters, 

ed have the affurance to give laws to thofe authors* 
. >m whofe predeceiTors they origmally received them. 
The critic, rightly confidered, is no more than the 
«}erk, whofe omce it is to tranfcribe the rules and 
laws laid down by thofe great ludges, whoAs vaft 
jRrength of genius hath pkced them in tke Ught of 
legiiUtors, in tlie Several iciences over which they 
prefided. This office was all which the critics of old 
9ifpired to, nor did they ever dare to advance a len- 
tence, without fupporting it by the authority of the 
jadge from whence it was borrowed. 
. iTut in procefs of time, and in ages of ignorance, 
the clerk began to invade the power, and aifume the 
dignity of his mailer. The laws of writing were no 
longer founded on the prance of the author, but on 
the didtates of the critic* The clerk became the 
legiflator, and thofe very jperemptorily gave laws, 
vbofc bu^nefs it w^s^ at firft, only to tranfcribe them. 

HcacQ 
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Hence arofe an obvious, aiid» perhaps, an un-^ 
avoidable error : for ' thefe critics being men of ihal* 
low capacities, very eaiily miflook mere form for.fub- 
fiance. They a^ed as a judge would, who fhould 
adhere to the lifelefs letter of law, and rejeft the fpirit. 
Little circumftances which were, perhaps, acciden- 
tal in a great author, were by thefe critics considered 
to conHitute his chief merit, and tranfmitted as 
e/ientials to be obferved by.all his fucceiTors. To 
thefe encroachments, time and ignorance, the two 
great fupporters of impoflure, gave authority ; and 
thas, many l-ules for good writing have been eila- 
bliihed, which have not the leafl foundation in truth 
or nature ; and which commonly ferve for. no other 
purpofe than to curb and retrain genius, in the fame^ 
manner as it would have reftrained the dancing* mailer, 
had the many excellent treatife^ on that art laid it 
down as an efiential rule, that «very man mxiA dance 
in chains. 

To avoid, therefore, all imputation of laying down 
a rule for poilerity, founded only on the authority ofip/e 
dixit ; for which, to fay the truth, we have not the 
profoundeft veneration, we fhall here wave the privi-; 
lege above contended for, and proceed to lay before 
the reader the reaibn's which have induced us to inter- 
fperfe thefe feveral digreffive effays, in the courfe of 
this work. 

And here we fhall of neceilxty be led to opea a new 
vein of knowledge, which, if it hath been difcovered, ' 
hath not, to our remembrance, been wrought on by— 
any antient or modem writer. This vein is no other 
than that of contrail, which runs through all the 
works of the creation, and may probably have a large 
ifhare in conftituting in us the idea of ail beauty, as 
well natural as artificial: for what demonflrates the 
beauty and excellence of any thing, but its . reverfe ? 
Thus the beauty of day, and that of fummer, is fet 
off by the horrors of night and winter. And, I be- 
lieve, if it was '}>ofIIble for a man to have feen only 
the two former, he would have a "^wy imperfe^ idea 
of their beauty. 
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* But to avoid too ferious an air : can it be doubted, 
bnt that the fineft woman in thfe world would lofe all 
benefit of her charms, in the eye of a man who had 
never feen one of another cafl ? The ladies themfelvcs 
feem fo fenfible of this, that they are all indnftrious 
to procure foils ; nay, they will become foils to them- 
felves : for I have obferved (at Bath particularly) that 
they endeavour to appear as ugly as poflible in the 
morning, in order to fet off that beauty which they 
intend to fhevf you in the evenings 

Moft artifts have this fecret in prafdce, though feme, 
perhaps, have not much ftudied the theory. The 
jeweller knows that the fineft brilliant requires a foil ; 
Bud the painter, by the contraft of his figures, often 
acquires great applaufe. 

A great genius amon^ us will illufhrate this matter 
fully. I cannot, 'indeed, range him under any gene- 
ral head of common artiUs, as he hath a title to be 
placed among thofe 

Ini/intas qui vitam exeoluere ptr arus» 

Who by invented arts have life^mprov'd. 

t mean here the inventor of that moft exquifite en- 
tertainment, called the Engliih Pantomime. 

This entertaihment confided of two parts, which 
the inventor difiinguiihed by the niames of the ferrous 
and the comic. The ferious exhibited a certahx num- 
ber of heathen f ods and heroes^ who were certainly 
the word and milleft company into which an audi^ 
ence was ever introduced ; and (which was a fecret 
known to few) were aftually intended fo to be, , in 
order to contraft the , comic part of the entertainment, 
and to difplay the tricks of harlequin to the better ad- 
vantage. 

This was, perhaps, no very civil ufe of fuch per- 
fonages ; but the contrivance was, never thelefs, inge- 
nious enough, and had its efFed. And this^ will now 
plainly appear, if inftead of ferious and comic, we 
fupply the words duller and dullefl ; for. the comic 
wa^ certainly duller than jny thing before Ihewn on 

the 
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the ilage, and could be fet off only by that fuperla- 
tive degree of dalnef^, which compofed the ferious. 
So intolerably ferious, indeed, were thefe gods and > 
i^eroes, that harlequin (though the Englifli gentleman 
of that nan^e is not at all related to the French family, 
for he is* of a much more ferious difpofition) was al- 
ways welcome oif the Hsigt, as he relieved the audi* 
ence from worfe company. 

Judicious writers have always pradifed this art of " 
contrail with great fuccefs. I have been furprized 
that Horace fhould cavil at this art in Homer ; but 
indeed he contradid^s hiinfclf in the very next line.' '- 

Jndignpr quandoqu^ hont^ dormttat Homerus, 
Verum of ere in longo feu eft obrepere fomnum* 

I grieve if e'er great Homer chance to fleep> 
Yet lumbers on long works have right to cteep. 

For we are not here .to underftand> as, perhaps^ 
fome have, that an author adlually falls afleep while 
he is writing. It is true that readers are too apt to b0 
fo overtaken ; but if the work was as long as any of 
Oldmixon, the author himfelf is too well entertained 
to be fubjedt to the leafi drowiinefs. ^e is>. as Mr. 
Pope obferves, 

Sleeplefs himfelf to give his readers fleep. ^ 

To fay the truth, thefe foporific parts are jfo many" 
fcenes of Serious artfully interwoven, in order to cOi>* 
traft and fet off the reft ; and this is the true meaning 
of a late facetious writer, who told the public, that 
whenever he wasf dull, they might be affured ther« 
was a defign in it. 

In this light then, or rather in this darknefs, I 
would have the reader to consider theie inkial effays. 
And after this warning, if he ihall be of opinion, 
that he can find enough of ferious in other parts of 
this hiftory, he may pafs over thefe, in which we pro- 
fefs to be laboriouAy dull, and begin the following 
books at the Second chapter. 

16 CHAP. 
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CHAP. n. 

Jt/*U)hicb Mr, Jonts nceivis M^Mpr friendly unfits during 
his cdnfinement ; *with f9me fine Umcha •/ the paffim of 
io-ve, fcarct 'vifihli to the naked eye. 

TOM Jones had many vifitors daring his c<m« 
finrmenty though ibme, perhaps, were not very 
agreeable to him. Mr. Allworthy faw him almoft 
every day i but thoogh he pitied Tom's iufferirgs, 
and greatly approved the gallant behaviour which had 
occafioned then) : yet he thought this was a favour- 
able opportunity to bring him to a fober ienfe of his 
indifcreet conduft; and. that wholefome advice for 
that purpofe could never be applied at a more proper 
feafon than at the prefent ; when the mind was foftened 
by parn and iicknefs, and alarmed by danger ; and 
when its attention was unembarrafled with thofe 
turbulent paffions^ which engage us in the purfuit of 
pleafure. 

At all feafons, therefore, when the good man ^i^s 
alone with the youth, efpecially when the latter was 
totally at eafe, he took occailon to remind him of his 
former mifcarriages, but in the mildeft and t^dereil 
manner, and only in order to introduce the caution > 
which he prefcribed for his future behaviour ; ' on 
t which alone/ he aflfured him, ' would depend his 

* own felicity, and the kindnefs which he might yet 

* promife himfelf to receive at the hands of his fa- 

* ther by adoption, unlefs he fhould hereafter forfeit 

* his good opinion : for as to what had pafl,' he faid, 

* it ihould be all forgiven and forgotten. He, there^ 
' fore, advifed him to make a good ufe of this accident, 

that (b in the end it might prove a vifitation for his 

* own good.' 

Thwackum was likewife pretty affiduous in his 
vif^ts ; and he too coniidered a iick-bed to be a con- 
venient fccne for lectures. His ftile, however, was 
more fevere than Mr. Allworthy's : he told his pupil, 

* that he ought to look on his broken limb as a judg- 
' jnentfrom heaven on his fins. That it would be- 

* come 
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come him to be daily on his knees, pouriD'g; forth 
thank fgivings that he had broken his arm only, and 
not his neck ; which latter,' he faid, ' was very 
probably rcferved for fomc future occalion, and 
that, perhaps, not very remote. Ft)r his part,* 
he (aid, ' he had often wondered fome judgment 
had not 'overtaken him before ; but it might be 
perceived by this, that divine punifliments, though 
flow, are always fure.' Hence lifcewife he advifed 
him, * to foreiee, with equal certainty, the greater 
evils which were yet behind, and which were as 
fure as this, of overtaking him in his ft ate of re- 
probacy. Thefe are,' faid he, « to be averted only 
by^ fuch a thorough and fincere repentance, as is not 
to be expected or hoped for, from one {o abandoned 
in his youth, andwhofe mind, lam af>aid, is totally 
corrupted. It is my duty, however, to exhort you 
to this repentance, though I too well know all ex- 
hortations will be vain and fruitlefs. But libera'ii 
animam meam. I can accufe niy own confcience of 
no negleft ; though it is at the fame time, with the 
atmoft concern, I fee you travelling on to certain 
mifery in this world, and to as certain damnation in 
the next.* 

Square talked in a very dilFerent ftrain ; he faid. 
Such accidents as a broken bone were below the 
coniideration of a wife man. That it was abun- 
dantly fufficient to reconcile the mind to any of thefe 
mifchances^ to refleft that they are liable to befal 
the wifeft of mankind, and are undoubtedly for the 
good of the whole.* He faid, ' it was a mere abufe 
of words, to call thofe things evils, in which there 
was no moral unfitnefs : that pain, which was the 
worft confequence of fuch accidents, was the moft 
contenijptible thing in the world ;* with more of 
the like fentences, extracted out of the fecond book 
of Tully's Tufculan queftions, and from the great 
lord Shaftefbury*^ In pronouncing thefe he was one 
day fo eager, that he unfortunately bit his tongue'; 
and in fuch a manner, that it not only put an eiid to 
his difcourfe, but created much emotion in him, and 
caofed bim to mutter an oath' or two ; but what was 

worP 
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^ to-morrow norsmg, except only the CheTalier and 
* Mifs Slouch.' Jfones thanked hijn» but declined 
accepting the offer.——* Nay,' added the 'fquire, 
' ihat ha the (brrel mare that Sophy rode. She coft 
f me fift?y guineas, and comes fix years old this grafs.' 
' If fhe had coft me a ^oufand,' cries Jones pafiion* 
ate)y, ' I would have given her to the dogs.' * Poohl 
•■ pooh !' anfwered Weftern, * What becaufe fhe 
*' broke thy arm. Shouldft forget and forgive. 1 
^ thought hadft been more a man than to bear malice 
-f againft a dumb creature.''— Here Sophia interpofed, 
-and put an end to the converiation, by'deiiring her 
father's leave to play to him; a requefi which he 
iiever refufed. 

The countenance of Sophia had undergone more 
than one change during the foregoing fpeeches ; and 
•probably fhe imputed the paflionate refentmentj which 
Jones had exprefled againft the mare, to a different 
motive from that from which her father had derived 
•it. Her fpirits were at this time in a viilble flutter-; 
and fhe played fo intolerably ill> that had not Weftern 
foon fallen afleep, he mufl have remarked it« Jones, 
however, who was fufficiently awake, and was not with- 
out an ear, any more than without tyes^ made fome 
obfervations ; which being joined to all which th^ 
reader may remember to have "paffed formerly, gave 
him pretty flrong affurances, when he came to refleft 
on the whole, that all was not well in the tender bo- 
fom of Sophia. An opinion which many young gen- 
tlemen will, I doubt not, extremely wonder at his not 
having been well confirmed in long ago. To confefs 
the truth, he had rather too much diffidence in him- 
felf, and was not forward enough in feeing jihe ad- 
vances of a young lady ; a misfortune which can be 
cured only by that early town education, which is at 
prefent fo generally in fafhion. 

When thefe thoughts had fully taken poffeffion of 
Jones, they occafioned a perturbation in his mind, 
which, in a conilitution lefs pure and firm than his, 
might have been, at fuch a feafon, attended with very 
dangerous confequences. He was truly feniible of 
the great worth of Sophia. He extremely liked hex 

perfon. 



per/on, bo lefs admired 'her accompHfhmeirts^ and! 
tenderly l(>ved-her goodnefs* In reality^ as he had 
never once entertained any thought of poffeffing her,. 
nor liad erer given the leaft 'Voluntary indulgence to 
his inclinations, he had a much ftnmger pafllon for 
her than he himfelf was acquainted frith. His heart 
now brought forth the full fecret, at the fametinie 
that it aiiired kim the adorabk object returned his: 
afiedion. 

CHAP. in. 

W^hick all fwho have tto hifarf, ivUl think to contain mncb^ 

ada about nothing* 

THE reader will perhaps imagine, the fcnfa^ 
tions which now arofe in Jones to have heen 
fo fweet and delicious, that they would rather tend 
to produce a chearful ferenity in the mind, than any 
of thofe dangerous effcdls which we have men- 
tioned ; bat In faft, fenfations of this kind, how- 
ever delicious, are, at their firft recognition, of a 
very tumultuous nature, and have very little of thte 
opiate in them. They were, moreover, in the pre- 
fent cafe, embittered with certain circuniftanccs,. 
-whi^A being mixed with fweeter ingredients, tended 
altogether to compofe a draught that might be termed 
bitter- fweet ^ than whicli, as nothing can be more 
difagreeable to the palate, ib nothing, in the meta- 
phorical fenfe, can be fo injurious to the mind. 

For firft, though he had fufficient foundation to 
flatter himfelf in- what he had obferved in Sophia, 
he was not yet free from •doubt of mifconftruin^ 
compailion, or, at beft, cfteem, iilto a warmer re- 
gard. He was far from a fanguihe affurance that 
Sophia had any fuch affeflion towards him, as might 
promifc his inclinations that harveft, which, if they 
were encouraged and nurfcd, they would finally grow 
up to require. Befides, if he could hope to find no 
bar to his happinefs from the daughter, he thought 
himfelf certain of meeting ah effefiual bar in the fa- 
ther; who, though he was a country 'fijnirc in hib 
• diver- 
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diverfionsy was perfeftly t man of die world in what^ 
ever regarded nis ibrtune ; liad the moft violent a^ 
fedion tor his only daughter^ and had often iigmfied, 
in his cup8« the pleaiure he propofed in feeing her 
Btarried to one 0% the richeft men in the county. 
Jones^was not Co vain and fenfislefs a coxcoml^ as to 
exped, trora any reg^d which Weftem- had puK 
fefied for him, that h^ wofild ever be induced u> 
lay afide thefe views of advancing his daughtei:: 
He well kneWy that fortune is generally the prin« 
cipal^ if not the fole coniiderationy which operates 
.on the beft of parents in thefe matters v £ot friend- 
ship makes us warmly efpoufe |he intereft of others ; 
bat it is very Qold to the gratification .of their paf^ 
ftons. Indeed J to feel thenappinefs which may re- 
fnit from this, it is neceifary we fhould pofTefs thg 
paffion ourfelves. As he had therefore no hopes of 
obtaining her father's confe&t ; fo he thought to en- 
deavour to fucceed without it, and by fuch means 
to fruilrate the great point of Mr. Weftem's life, 

» was to make a very ill ufe of his hofpitality, and a 
very ungrateful return to the many little favours re^ 
ceived (however roughly) at his haad^* If he faw 
fuch a confeqoence with horror and diidain, how 
much more was he ihocked with what regarded Mr« 
Allworthy; to whom, as he had more than filial 
obligations J fo had he for him more than filial piety ? 
He knew the nature of that good man to be fo* 
averfe to any bafenefs or treachery, that the leaft at- 
tempt of fuoh a. kind would make the fight of the 
guilty perfon for ever odious to his eyes, and his 
name a^deteftablefbund in his ears. The appearance 
of fuch unfurmpuntable difficulties was fufiicient to 
have infpired him with defpair, however ardent his 
wiihes had been ; but even thefe were controuled 
By compafiion for another woman. The idea of 
lovely Molly now intruded itfelf before him. He 
Imd iworn eternal conftancy in^ her arms, > and fhe had 
as often vowed never to outlive his defertin^ her. 
He now faw her in all the mofi: fhocking poftures of 

• dca^h ; nay, he confidered all the miferies of profti- 
t^tion to which fhe would be liable^ and of whicii 

' he 
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he would be doably.the occafton ; firft by fedttcingj 
and then by deferting hex'; for he well knew the 
hatred which all her neighbours, and even her owh 
fifler9« bore her, and how ready they would all be t^ 
tear her to pieces. Indeed he had expofed her to 
more envy than ihame, or rather to the }atter by 
means of the former: for many women abufed her 
for being a whore, while they envied her her lover 
and her finery, and would have been themfelves glad 
to have purchafed thefe at the fame rate. The ruiiij 
therefore, of the poor girl mufl, he fore£aw, un- 
avoidably attend his deferting her ;. and this thought 
dang him to the foul. Pove/ty and diftreCis feemed 
to him tp give none a right of aggravating thofe 
misfortunes. The meannefs of her condition did 
not reprefent her mifery as of little confequence in 
his eyc3, nor did it appe.ar to jullify, or even ta 
palliate, his guilt, in bringing that mifer/ upon htr^ 
&it why do I mention j unification? His own heart 
would not fuffer him to deftroy a human creature, whOy 
he thought, loved him, and had to that love facri* 
ficed her innocence. His own good heart pleaded 
hercaufe; not'asacold venal advocate, but as one 
intere&ed in tlus event, and which stufl itfelf deeply 
ihare in all the agonies its owner brought on ano«^ 
ther. ^ 

When this powerful advocate had fuiiiciently raifed 
the pity of Jones, by painting poor Molly in all ike 
circumilances of wretehednefs ; it artfully called in 
the affiftance of another pafiion, and reprefented the 

firl in all the amiable colours of youth, health, and 
eaiity, as one preatly the obje^ of defire, and much 
mor^ fo, at lea^ to a good mind, from being, at the 
fame time, the objeA of compaifion. 

Amidft theife thoughts* P^^^ Jones pafTed a longr 
ileepiefs night, and m the morning the refult of the 
whole was to abide by Molly, and to think no more of 
Sophia. 

In this virtuous refoIi|tion he continued all th^ 
next day till the evening, cherifhing the idea of 
Molly, and driving Sophia from his thoughts ; but 
in the fatal evenings a very trifling accident fet aJLhis 

paifioaa 
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paiBons again on float, and- vro/tktd fi> total a change 
in his mind, that wc think it decent t# communicate 
it in a freih chapter* 

C H A P. IV. 
j/ lUili chapter r in *vubUi^ is €9ntained a Uttk tncident. 

AMONG other vi/itants, who paid their coiiu 
pliments to the yoimg gentleman in his con' 
£nementy Mrs. Honour was one. The reader, per- 
haps, when he refle&s on ibme exprefiions whiclt 
have formerly dropt from her,- may conceive that (he 
herfelf had a very particular a^e^ion fw Mr. J<mes; 
but, in reality, it was no fuch thing. • Toto was a 
handfome yonng fellow ; and for that fpecies of men 
Mr».. Honour had fome regard; but this was per- 
fedly icdiicriminate : for having been croiled in the 
love which fhe bore a certain noblenmn's footman, 
who had baiely deferted her after a promife of 
marriage, fhe had fo &cttrely kept together the broken 
remains of her heant, that no man had ever £nce 
been able to poflefs hunielf of any (ingle fragment. 
She viewed ail handft>nie men with that equal regard 
and benevolence> which a fbber and virtnoQs mind 
bears to all the good. — She might, indeed, be called 
n lover of men, as Socrates was a ]over of man- 
kind, preferring one; to another for corporeal, as he 
for mental qualificaticms ^ but never carrying this 
preference fo far as to cauie any perturbation in the 
philofophicatieremty of her temper. 

The day after Mr. )on^ had thlt conflid with 
himfelf, which we have feen in the preceding chap- 
ter, Mrs. Honour came into his roOm, and finding 
him alone, began in the following manner ; ' La, 

• Sir, where do you think i have been ? I warrants 

* yon, yon would not gaefs in fifty ^ears; but if 
' you did guefs, to be fure, I muft not tell you 

• neither.* •" Nay, if it be fomething which you 

* muft not tell me,* faid Jones, * I ihall have the 
^ curiofity to enquire, 'and I know you will not be 
t fo' barbarous to rduft- me** ^ 1 don't know,* cries 

Ihe, 
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fhe, ' why I flxould refixfe you neither, for that 

* matter ; for to be fure you .won't mention it any^ 

* jnore* And for that matter, if you knew where 

* I hare been, unlefs you knew what I have been 

* about, it would not fignify much* Nay, X don*t 
' fee why it ihould be kept a fecret, for my part ; 
' for to be fure ihe is the beft lady in the^ world.* 
Upon this, Jones began to {)eg eamefUy to be let 
into this fecret, and. faithfully j>romifed not to divulge 
it. Shie. then proceeded thus : ' Why you muit 
' know. Sir, my yoane lady fent me to enquire after 

* Molly Seagrim, and to fee whether the wench 

* wanted any thing ; to be fure^ I did not care to go, 
' methinks ; but fervknts muft do what they ar^ 

* ordered. — How could you undervalue yourfelf fo, 

* Mr. Jones ?— So .my lady bid me go, and carry 

* her fbme linen, and other things. -— She is too 

* good, if fuch forward fluts were fent to Bridewell 
' it would be better for them.r I told my lady^ fays I, 

* Madam, your la'ihip is- encouraging idlenels-— »* 

* And was my Sophia, foi good V < fays Jones. — 
-* My Sophia! I affure you, marry come up,* an* 
fwered Honour. /* And yet if you knew all,— in- 
' deed, if I was af Mn Jones, I fhould look a little 

* higher than fuch trumpery- as Molly Seagrim.* 

* What do you mean by thefc words,' replied Jones/ 

* If I knew all ?' * I mean what I mean,* iaya 
Honour* ' Don't you remember putting your hands 
^ in my lady's, muff once ? I vow I could almoft find 

* in my heart to tell, if I was certain my lady would 

* never come to the hearing on't.' — Jones then made 
feveral iblemn protcftationi^. And Honour proceed- 
ed, — ' then to be fure, my lady gave me that 
' muff; and afterwards, upon hearing what you had 

* done.*—* Then yon told her what I had done!' 
interrupted Jones; * If I did. Sir,* anfwered Ihe, 
' you need not be angry with me. Many's the man 

* would have given his head to Jiave had my lady told^ 

* if they had known— for, to be fure, the biggell 
« lord in the land might be proud — but, I proteft, 
^ I have a great mind not to tcU you.' Jones fell to 

. * entreaties 
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entreaties » and foon prevailed on her to go on tkus. 
You muft know then. Sir, that my lady had given 
this muiF to me ; but abont a day or two aner I 
had told her the ftory, (he quarrels with her new 
mnff, and to be fare it is the prettiefb that ever was 
feen. Honour, fays ihe,— -this is an odious muff*; 
it is too big for me,— »I can't weau* it — till I can 
get another, yon muft let me have my old one agak, 
and yon may have this in the room on't— for fhe*s 
a good lady, and fcoms to give a thing and take , 
a thins;, I promife you that. So to be fnre I fetched 
it her back again, and, I believe, fhe hath worn it 
upon her arm almoft ever fince, and I warrants hath 
given it many a kifs when no-body hath feen her.' 
Here the converfation was interrupted by Mr. 
Weftern himfelf, who came to fummon Jones to the 
harpiichord ; whither the poor young fellow went all 
pale and trembling* This Weftern obferved, but on 
feein? Mrs. Honour, imputed it to a wrong caufe ; 
and having given Jones a hearty curfe between jefl 
and earneft, he bid him beat abroad, and not poach 
\if the ^ame in his warren. 

. Sophia looked this evening with more than ufaal 
beauty, and we itiay believe it was no fmall additidn 
to her charms, in the eye of ^Mr. Jones, that ihe noxr 
happened to have on her right arm this very muff. 

She was playing one of her father's favourite tunes, 
and he was leaning on her chair, when the muff fell 
t)ver her fingers, and put her out. This fo difcon- 
certed the 'iquire, that he .fnatched the mnff from 
her, and with a hearty curfe threw it into the fire. 
Sophia inftantly ftarted up, and with the utmoft ea- 
^emefs recovered it from the flames. 

. Though this incident will probably appear of little 
confequence to many of our readers ; yet, trifling as 
it was, it had fo violent an effe€t on poor Jones, that 
we thought it our duty to relate it. In reality, there 
are many little circumflances too often omitted by in- 
judicious hiflorians, from which events of the utmoil 
importance arife. The world may indeed be con- 
fidered as a vaft machine, in whkh the great wheels 
arej^enerally fet ia motion by thofe which are \ery 
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minute, and almoft imperceptible to any bat ike 
ftrongeft eyes. 

Thus, not all the charms of the incomparable 
Sophia ; not al) the dazzling brightnefs, and languiih* 
ing foftntfs of her eyes ;' the harmony of her voice* 
and of her perfon ; not all her wit^ good-humour, 
greatnefs of mind, or fweetnefs of difpofition, had 
£een able fo abfolutely to conquer and enflave the heart 
-of poor Jones, as this little incident of the mu& 
Thus the poet fwcetly fings of Troy. 

■' ' ' Captique dolts lacbrymi/que coaSi ' 

^uos nfqut Tydides^ nee Lartjpseus Achilles^ 
^on anni domiure decern^ non milie Carina* . 



What Diomede> or Thetis* greater fon, '^ ' 

A thoufand fhips, nor ten years ^t^ had done, i 
tFalfe tears, and fawning words, the city won* J 

The citadel of Jones was now taken by furprize* 
All thofe Goniiderations of honor and prudence, which 
our hero had lately with fo much military wifdom . 
placed as guards over the avenues of his heart, ran 
away from their pofls, and the god of love marched' 
in in triumph. 

C H A P. V. 

>A n}ery long chapter, containing a ntery great incidents 

BUT though this vidorious deity eafily expelled 
his avowed enemies from the heart of Jones, he 
found it more difhcalt to fupplant the garrifon which 
he himfelf had placed there. To lay aiide all allegory, 
the concern for what muft become of poor Nlolly, 
greatly/diilurbed and perplexed the mind of the worthy* 
youth. The fupecior merit of Sophia totally eclipfed, 
or rather extinguifhed, all the beauties of the poor 
girl; but compailion inflead of contempt fucceeded' 
to love. He was convinced the girl ha^ placed all. 
her aiFeflions, and all her profpedl of future happinefs 
in him only, foe this he had^ he knew« given fuf- 
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£cieiit occafion, by the atmoft profofion of tender&efs 
towards her : a tendemefs which he had taken every 
meamsto perAsade her he woald always mainlaiii. She, 
on her fide> had afiVired htaof her firm belief in his 
ivomile, and had with the inoft folemn vows declared, 
that on his falfiiUng, or breaking thefe ^romiles, it 
dependedy whether me fhonld be the happieft or moft 
miferable vf woman kind. And to be the author of 
this higheft den-ee of mifery to a humaa being, was 
a thought on which he could not bear to ruminate a 
fingle moment. He confidered this poor girl as hav« 
ing-facriiiced to him every thing in her little power; 
as having been at her own expence the object of his 
j^leafure ; a& fighing and langoiihing for him even at 
chat very inftant. Shall then, fays hey my recovery, 
fof which (he hath fo ardently wiihed ; fliali my pre-' 
ience which ihe hath fo ea^ly expeded> kiftead of 
gwittg. her that joy with which ihe hath flattered her* 
Tcl£, caft her at once down into mifery and defpair ? 
Can I be fuch a villain ? Here, when the genius of 
poor Molly feemed triumphant, the love of Sophia 
towards him« which ndw appeared no longer dubious, 
Tnihed upon his mind, and bore away every obftacle 
before it. 

At length it occurred to him, that he mi^ht poffibly 
he ab}e to make Molly amends another way ; namely, 
by giving her a fum of money. This, neverthele/s) 
he almon defpaired of her accepting, when he r^-^ 
colleded'the frequent and vehement affnrances he had 
received from her, that the world put in balance with 
him would make her/ no amends for his lofs. How' 
ever, her extrehie poverty, and chiefly her egregious 
vanity (fomewhat of which hath been already hinted 
to. the reader,) gavje him fome little hope, that not" 
withftanding all her avowed tendernefs, fhe might in 
time be brought to content herfdf with a fortune fu' 

gerior to her expeftation, and which might indulge 
ler vanity, by fetting her above all her equals. Hi 
refolved-therefore, to take the firft opportunity of mak« 
ing a propofal of this kind. - 

One day accordingly, when his arm wAs fb well re- 
covered^ tha^'he'€ould.walk'eafily with it flung in a 
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fafli, he ftole forth, at a feafon.when tk? 'fqnire was 
engaged in his field exercifes^ and viiited hit fair one* 
Her mother and itfters, whom he found taking their 
tea, informed him firft that Molly was not ^t home ; 
but afterwards, the eldeft filler acquainted him, with a 
malicious fmile, that fhe was above ftairs a-bed. Tom 
had no objedien to this Situation of his miftrefs, and* 
immediately afcended the ladder which led towards^ 
her b^d-chamber ; bat when he^ came to the top, he» 
to his great- furprize, found the door fall ; 4ior could 
he for fome time obtain any anfwer from within ; for 
Molly, as fhe herfelf afterwards informed him, was fail 
aileep. 

The extremes of grief and joy have been remark, 
able to produce very iimilar effedls ; and when either 
of thefe ruflies on us by furprize, it is apt to create 
fuch a total perturbation and confuiion, that we are 
oftea thereby deprived of the ufe of all our faculties. 
It cannot therefore be wondered at, that the unexpeded 
fi^ht of Mr. Jones (hould fo ftrongly operate on the 
mind of Molly, and ihould overwhelm her with fucli 
confuiion, that for fome minutes fhe was unable t9 
exprefs the great raptures, with which the reader will 
fuppofo fhe was affeded on this occafion. As for 
Jones, he was fo entirely. poiCefled, and as it were en- 
chanted by the prefence of his beloved objeA, that 
he for a While forgot Sophia, and confequently the 
principal purpofe of his vifit* 

This, howler, foon occurred to his memory; 
and after the firil tranfports of their meeting were 
over, he found means by degrees to introduce a dif- 
courie on the fatal confequences which muft attend 
their amour, if Mr. All worthy, who had llridkly for- . 
bidden him ever feeing her more, ihould difcover 
that he iHll carried on this commerce. Such a dif- 
covery, which his enemies gave him reafon to think 
would be unavoidable, mull, he faid, end in his ruin, 
and confequently in hers'. Since, therefore, their 
hard fates had determined that they muil feparate, he 
advifed her to bear it with refolution, and fwore he 
would never omit any opportunity through the courie 
of his life, of (hewing her the fincerity of his affec- 
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tion, by providing for her in a manner beyond her 
Qtmoft expectation, or even beyond her wifiies, if 
ever that inoald be in ^is power ; concluding at laft^, 
that ihe mic;ht foon find fome man who would marry 
her, and who would make her mnoh happier than (he 
could be by leading a difrepntable life with him. 

Molly remained a few moments in filence, and 
then buriling into a flood of tears, fhe began to 
upbraid him in the following words : ' And this is 

* your lave for me, to forfake me in this manner* 
' now you have ruined me ? How often, when I have 

* told you that all men are falfe and perjury alike, and 
' grow tired of us as foon as ever they have had 
' their wicked wills of as, how often have you fwof n 

* you would never forfake roe ? And can you be fuch 

* a perjury man after all ? What iignifies ail the riches 
' in the world to me without you, now you have 
' gained my heart, fo you have — you have — ? 
' Why do you mention another man to me ? I can 
' never love any other man as long as I live. All 

* other men are nothing to me. If the greateft *fquirc 
' in all the country would come a fuiting to me to- 
' morrow, I would not give my company to him. 
' No, [ (hall always hate and defpife the whole 

* fex for your fakt / ■■ ■ 

She was proceeding thus, when an accident put a 
flop to her tongue, oefore it had run out half its 
career. The room, or rather garret, in which Molly 
lay, being up one. pair of flairs^ that is to fay, at the 
top of the houfe, was bf a fldping figure, refembling 
the great Delta of >the Greeks. The Englifh reader 
may, perhaps, form a better idea of it, by being 
told, that it was impo^ble to iland upright any 
where but in the middle. Now, as this room wanted 
the conveniency of a clofet, Molly had, to fupply 
that defet^t, nailed up an old rug again ft the rafters 
of the houfe, which enclofed a little hole where her 
beft apparel, fuch as the remains of that fack which 
we have formerly mentioned, fome caps, and other 
things with which fhe had lately provided herfelf, 
were hu^g up and fccurcd from the duft* 
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This inclofed pUce cxaftly fronted the foot of the 
bed^ to which^ indeed, the rug hung fo near^ that it 
fervcd, in a nianner, to fupply the want of curtains. 
Now, whether Molly in the agonies of her rage, 
pufhed this rug with her feet ; or, Jones might touch 
it ; or whether the pin or nail ^ave way of its own 
accord, I am not certain ; but as Molly pronounced 
theie lai); words, which are recorded above, the 
wicked rug got loofe from its fafhiing^ and difcovered 
every thing hid behind it ; where among other female 
uten/ils appeared — (with Ihame I write it, and 
with forrow will it be read) -^-.— the philofopher 
Square, in a poftare (for the place would not near 
admit his ftanding upright) as ridiculous as can 
poffibly be conceived. 

The pofture, indeed, in which he ftood, was not 
greatly unlike that of a foldier who, is tied neck and 
heels ; or rather refembling the attitude in which 
we often fee fellows in the public fh-eets of London, 
who are not fuflFering but , deferving punifhment by 
fo (landing. He had a niRht-cap belonging to Molly 
on his head, and his two Targe eyes the moment the 
rug fell, flared diredly at Jones ; fo that when the 
idea of philofophy was added to the figure now difco* 
veredj it would have been very difficult for any fpec- 
tator to have refrained from immoderate laughter. 

I queftion not but the Utirprize of the reader will 
be here equal ' to that of Jones ; * as the fufpicions 
which muil arife from the appearance of this wife and 
grave man in fuch a place, may feem fo incon/iflent 
with that charader, which he hath, doubtlefs, main- 
tained hitherto, in the opinion of every one. 

But to confefs the truth, this inconfiHency is rather 
imaginary than real. Philofophers are compofed of 
fleih and blood as well as other human creatures ; and 
howe\^r fublimated and refined the theory of thefe; 
may be, a little pra<5lical frailty is as incident to them 
as to other mortals. It is indeed in theory only and 
not in pradlice, as we have before hinted, that confifts 
the difference : for though fuch great beings think 
much better and more wifely, they always "aft exa^lly 
like other men. They know very well how to fubdue 
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all appetites and paffions, and to defpife both pain 
and pleafure ; and this knowledge affords mach de- 
lightful contemplation,, and is eafily acquired ; bat the 
prance would be vexatious and troublefome ; and, 
therefore, . the fame wifdom which teaches them to 
know this, teaches them to avoid carrying it into exe- 
cution. 

Mr. Square happened to be at chnrch, on that 
Sunday, when, as the reader may be pieaied to remem- 
her, the appearance of Molly m her iack had caufed 
all that difturbance. Here he fir ft obferved her, and 
^ ^vsLS fo pleafed with her beauty, that he prevailed 
with the young gentleman to change their intended 
jidr that evening, that he might pafs by the habita- 
tion of Molly, and, by that means, might obtain a 
fecond chance of feeing her. This reafon, however, 
as he did not at that time mention to any, fo neither 
<Kd we think proper to communicate it then to the 
reader. 

sAmong other particulars which confiitnted fhe un- 
^Inefs of things in Mr. Square's opinion, danger and 
^difficulty were two. The difficulty, therefore, which 
ke apprehended there might be in- corrupting this 
young wench, and the danger which would accrue 
to his charader on the difcovery, were Aich ftrong 
diffuafives, that it is probable, he at firfl intended to 
have contented himfell with the pleafiag ideas which 
the iight of beauty fumifhes us with. . Thefe the 
gravcit men, after a full meal of fcrious meditation, 
often allow themfelves. by way of defert : for which 
purpofe, certain books and pid^ures find their way into 
the moft private Teceffes of their ftudy, and a certain 
liquor i/h part of natural philofophy is often the prin- 
c^pal fubje£t of their converiatioa. 

Jut when the philofopher heard a day «r two after- 
wards^ that the fortrefs of virtue had already been 
fubdued, he began to give a larger icope to his de- 
•' fires. His appetite^ was not of that fqueamifh kind 
which cannot feed on a dainty becaufe another hath 
tailed it. In ihort, he liked the girl the better for the 
want of that chaility, which, if (he had poiTeCed it, 
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jxruft have been a bar to his pleafures ; h6 purfuedr 
and obtained her. 

The reader will be miftakcn, if he thinks 'Molly 
gave Square the preference to her younger lover : on- 
the contrary, had ihe been confined to the choice of 
one only, Tom Jones would, undoubtedly, have, been ,. 
of the two, the vidlorious perfon^ N«r was it folely 
the confideration^hat two are better than one (though* 
this had its proper weight) to which Mr. Square owed^ 
his fucccfs ; the abfence of Jones during his cojifine-' 
ment was an unlucky circumf^ance ; and in that in-^ 
terval, fome well chofen prefents from the philofophe* 
lb foftened and unguarded the girl's heart, that a £a^ 
vaurable opportunity became irrefiftible, and Square 
triumphed over the poor remains of virtue which Tub- 
filled in the bofom of Molly. 

It was now about a fortnight fince this conqucil^ 
when Jones paid the above-melHioned vilit- to hiii 
miftrefs, at a time when ihe and Square were in bed to- 
gether. This was the true xeafon why the mother 
denied her, as v/e have fcen ; for as the old woman 
fhared in the profits- arising from the iniquity of hcK 
daughter, Ihe encouraged and prote<n:ed her in it tt>^ 
the utmofl of her power ; but Aich was the envy and 
hatred which the-eldeft fitter bore towards Molly, that 
notwithftanding ihe had fome part of the booty, Ihe 
would willingl^ have parted with this, to ruin her fifter 
and fpoil her trade. Hence llie had acquainted Jones 
with her being above ftair* in bed, in hopes that 
he might have caught her in Square's arms. This, 
however, Molly found means to prevent, as the door 
was fattened ; which gave her an opportunity of con* 
veying her lover behind that rug or blanket where he 
now was unhappily difcovered. 

Square no fooner made his appearance than Mo^y 
flung herfelf back in her bed, cried out ihe was un- 
done, and abandoned herfelf to defpair« This poor 
girl> who was yet but a novice in her bufinefs, 
had not arrived to that perfeAion of aiTurance which 
helps off a town lady in any extremity ; and either 
prompts her with an excufe, or elfe inipires her to 
brazen out the matter with her huiband ; who from 
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love of quiet, or oat of fear of his reputation, and 
fometimes, perhaps, from fear of the gallant, who, 
like one Mr. Conftttit in the play, wears a fword, is 
^lad to ihut his eyes, and ,contented to pat his horns 
m his pocket. Molly, on the contrary, was iilenced 
by this evidence, and very fairly gave up a caafe which 
ihe had hitherto maintained with fo many tears, and 
with fuch folemn and vehement proteftations of the 
pureil love and conftancy. 

As to the gentleman behind''the arras, he was not 
in much lefs confternation. He ftood for- a while 
motionlefs, and feemed equally at a lofs what to fay, 
or wither to direft his eyes. Jones, though perhaps 
the mod ailonifhed of the three, £rll found his tongue ; 
and, being immediately recovered from thofe uneafy 
fen rations, which Molly by her upbraidings had 
occaiioned, he burft into a loud laughter, and then 
faluting Mr. Square, advanced to take him by the 
hand, and to relieve. him from his place of confine^ 
ment. / 

Squar^, being now arrived in the middle of the 
room, in which part only he could ftand upright, 
looked at Jones with a very grave countenance, and 
faid to him, * Well, Sir, I fee you enjoy this mighty 
' difcovery, and, I dare fwear, tafle great delight in 
the thoughts of expofing mq ; but if you will con- 
fider the matter fairly, you will find you are your- 
felf only to blame. I am not guilty of corrupting 
innocence. 1, have done ifothing for which that 
part of the world which judges of matters by the 
rule of right, will condemn me. Fitnefs is go- 
verned by the nature of things, and not by cuf- 
toms, forms, or municipal laws. Nothing is indeed 
ui^fit, which is not unnatural.' * Well reafoned, 
old boy,* anfwered Jones : * but why doft thou 
think that I fhould defire to expofe thee ? I pro- 
mife thee, I was never jbetter pleafed with thee in 
my life ; and unlefs thou haft a mind to difcover it 
thyfelf, this affair may remain a profound fecret for 
me.' * Nay, Mr. Jones,' replied Square, * I 
would not be thought to undervalue reputation. 
Good fame is a fpecies of the K.a*i.on, and-it is by 
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no means fitting to ne^le£k it^ Befides, to murder' 
one's own reputation is a kind of fuicide^ a dete(l«- 
able and odious vice. If you think proper^ therefore^, 
to conceal any infirmity of mine, (for fuch I may 
have, fince no man is perfedly perfeft) I promife 
you I will not betray myfelf. Things may be fitting 
to be done, which are not fitting to be boailed off 
for by the perverfe judgment of the world, that 
often becomes the fubjedl of ccnfures^^ which is, 
in trutli, not only innocent but laudable.* * Right !* 
cries Jones, * what can be more innocent than the 
indulgence ' of a natural appetite? or what more 
laudable than the propagation of our fpecies ?' 
To be ferious with you,' anfwered Square, ' I 
profefs they always appeared fo to me.' * And 
yet,* faid Jones, * you was of a different opinion, 
when my affair with this girl was firft difcovered.* 
Why, I muft confefs,'" fays Square, ' as the 
matter was mifreprefented to me by that parfoA 
Thwackum, I might condemn the corruption eft" 
innocence: it was that. Sir, it was that — and 
that—: for you muft know, Mr. Jones, in th^ 
confideration of fitnefs, very minute circumftances. 
Sir, very minute circumftances caufe great altera- 
tion.'— * Well, cries Jones, * be that as It will, 
it (hall be youx own fault, as I have promifed you, 
if you ever hear any more of this adventure. Be- 
have kindly to the girl, and I will never open my 
lips concerning the matter to any one. And, Molly, 
do you be faithful to your friend, and I will not only 
forgive your infidelity to me, but will do you all the 
fervice I can.' So faying, he took a hafty leave, 
and flipping down the ladder retired with much 
expedition. 

Square was rejoiced to find this adventure was likely 
to have no worfe conclufion, and as for Molly, being 
recovered from her confufion, Ihe began at firft to 
upbraid Square with having been the occafion of 
her lofs of Jones ; but that gentleman foon found 
the means of mitigating her anger, partly by carefles, 
»and partly by a fmall noftrunv from his purfe, of 
wonderful and approved efficacy in purging off^ the ill 
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hvmoiirs of the mind, and in jreftoring it to a good 
temper. 

She then poured forth a vaft proftt£on of tender, 
nefs towards her new loYer ; tamed all (he- had faid 
to Jones^ and Jones himfelf, into ridicule ; and vowed, 
though he once had the poiTeflion of her perfon,. that 
none but Square had ever beei^ mafter of her heart. 



,C H A P. VL 

My comparing '*whicb ivitb tht former, the reader may 
pojjihiy eorreS feme ahu/e luhich be hat b formerly been 
guilty of in tbe application of tbe 'word Lqvb* 

THE infidelity of Molly r which Jones had 
now difcovered, would» perhaps, h^ve vindi* 
cated a much greater degree of refentment than he 
cxprefled on the occafion ; and if he had abandoned 
hex dire^ly from that moment, very few> I believe> 
would have blamed him. 

Certain, however, it is, that he faw her in the 
light of compaffion ; and though his love to her was 
not of that kind which could give him any great 
uneaiinefs at her Snconftancy ; yet he was not a Tittle 
Shocked at refle^ng that he had himfelf originally 
corrupted her innocence ; for to this corruption he im- 
jutcdi all the vice into which (he appeared now fo likely 
10 plunge herfelf. 

T^iis confideration gave him no little uneaHnefs^ 
till Betty, the elder /liler, was fo kind, fome time 
afterwards, entirely to cure him by a hint« that one 
Will Barnes, and not himfelf, had been the firfl fe- 
ducer of Mplly ; and that the little child, which 
he had hitherto fo certainly concluded to be his own, 
might very probably have an equal title, at leafl, to 
claim Barnes for its father. 

Jones eagerly purfued this fcent when he had firH 
.received it; and in a very fhort time was fufficiently 
aflured that the girl had told him truths not only by 
the confeffion of the fellow, but, at Iaft> by that of 
Molly herfclf. 

This 
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This Will Barnes- was a» country gallant, and, had 
acquired as manv trophies of this kind as any enfign 
t>r attorney's clerk in the kingdom. He had, indeed, 
reduced feveral women- to a Hate of utt^fer profligacy, 
had broke the hearts of fome, and had the honour of 
occafioning the yiolent death of one poor girl, who 
had either drowned herfelf, or, what was rather more 
probable, had been drowned by him. 

Among other of his conqueils, this fellow had 
triumphed over the heart of Betty Seagrim. He'had 
made love to her long before Molly was grown to be 
a fit obje^ of that pallime ; but had afterwards dc- 
ferted her and applied to her fiftcr, with whom ha 
had almoft immediate fuccefs. Now Will had, in 
reality, the fole poiTeflion of Molly's aiFeftion, while 
Jones and Square werealmoU equally ' facri£ces to her 
inter eft, and to her pride. 

Hence had grown that implacable hatred which 
we have feen before raging m the mind of Betty ; 
though we did not think it neceflary to. aflign this 
caufe fooner, as envy itfelf alone was inadequate to all 
the efFedls we have mentioned. 

Jones was become perfeftly cafy by pofTeflidn of 
this fecret with regard to Molly ; but as to Soj)hia, 
he was far from being in a ftate of tranquillity ; nay, 
indeed, he was under the moft violent perturbation :. 
his heart was now, if I may ufe the metaphor, entirely 
evacuated, and Sophia took abfolute poHeflion of it* 
He loved her with an unbounded paifion, and plainly 
faw the tender fentiments ihe had for him ; yet could 
not this ' aiTurancerlefTen his defpair of obtaining 
the confent of her father, nor the horrors which at- 
tended his purfuit of her by any bafe or treacherous 
method. 

The injury which he muft thus do to Mr..Weftern, 
and the concern which muft accrue to Mr. Allwor- 
thy, were circumftances that tormented him all day, 
and haunted him on his pillow at night. His life 
was a conftant ftruggle between honour and inclina- 
tion, which alternately triumphed over each other 
in his mind. He often refolved, in the ablcnce of 
Sophia, to leave her father's houfc^ and to fee her no 

K 5 mor 
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more ; and as often, in her prefence, forgot all thofc 
refolutions, and determined to.purfue her at the hazard 
of his life, and ^t the forfeiture of what was much 
dearer to him. * ' 

This conflift began foon to produce very ftrong and 
vifible effeds : forlie loft all his ufual fprightlinefs and 
gaiety of temper, and became not only melancholy 
when alone, but dejefted and abfent in company ; nay, 
if ever he put on a forced mirth, to comply with Mr. 
Weftern's humour, the conftraint appeared fo plain, 
that he Teemed to have been giving the ftrongeft evi- 
dence of what he endeavoured to conceal by fuch often- 
tation. 

It may, perhaps, be a queftion, whether the art 
which he ufed to conceal his paffion, or the means 
which honeft nature employed to reveal it, betrayed 
him moft : for while art made him more than ever re- 
fer ved to Sophia, and forbad him to addrefs any of his 
difcourfe to her ; nay, to avoid meeting her eyes, with 
the utmoft caution ; nature was no lels bufy in coun- 
terplotting him. Hence at the approach of the young 
lady, he grew pale ; and if this was fudden, ilarted. 
If his eyes accidentally met her!s, the blood ruflied 
into his cheeks, and his countenance became all over 
fcarlet. If common civility ever obliged him to fpeak 
to her, as to drink her health at table, his tongu^ was 
fure to faulter. If he touched her, his hand, nay his 
whole frame trembled. And if any difcourfe tended, 
however remotely, to raife the idea of love, an invo- 
luntary figh feldom failed to fteal from his bofom. 
Moft of which accidents nature was wonderfully in- 
duftrious to throw daily in his way. 

All thefe fymptoms efcaped the notice of the 'fquire ; 
but not fo of Sophia. She foon perceived thefe agi- 
tations of mind in Jones, and was at no lofs to difco- 
ver the caufe ; for indeed Ihe recognized it in her own 
breaft. And this recognition is, I fuppofe, that fym- 
pathy which hath been fo often noted in lovers, and 
which will fufficiently account for her being fo much 
quicker-fighted than her father. 

But, to fay the truth, there is a more fimple and 
plaijjL method of accounting for that prodigious fupe- 

- j*iority 
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riority of penetration which we muft obftrve in fomc 
men over the reft of the human fpecies, and one which 
will ferve not only in the cafe of lovers, but of all 
others. From whence it .is that thcf knave is generally 
fo quick-lighted to thofe fymptoms and operations of 
knavery which often dupe an honeft man of a much 
better underftanding ? There furely is no general fym- 
pathy among knaves, nor have they, like free-mafons, 
any con^mon fign of communication. In reality, it is 
ofily bcaufe they have the fame thing in their heads, 
and their thoughts are turned the fame way. Thus, 
that Sophia faw, and, that Weftern did not fee ther 
plain fymptoms of love in Jones can be no wonder, 
when we confider that the idea of love never entered 
into the head of the father, whereas the daughter, at 
prefent, thought of nothing elfe.' 

When Sophia was well fatisfied of the violent paffion 
which tormented poor Jones, and no lefs, certain that 
fhe herfelf was its objeft, fhe had not the leaft difficulty 
in difcovering the true caiife of his prefent behaviour* 
This highly endeared him to her, and raifed in her 
mind two of the beft afFedions which any lovor can 
wifh to raife in a miftrefs. Thefe were efteem and 
pity ; for fure the moft outrageoufly rigid among her 
fex will excufe her pitying a man, whom fhe faw mi- 
ferable on her own account ; npr can they blame her for 
cfteeming one who vifibly, from the moft honourable 
motive, endeavoured to fmother a flame in his owa 
bofon>, which, like the famous Spartan theft, was 
preying upon and confuming his very vitals. Thus 
his backwardnefs, his ftiunning her, his coldnefs and 
his filence, were the forwardeft, the moft diligent, 
the warmeft, and moft eloquent advocates ; and wrought 
fo violently on her fenfible and tender heart, that fh« 
foon felt for him all thofe gentle fenfations which are 
confiftent with a virtuous and elevated female mind. — 
In fhort, all which efteem, gratitude, and pity, can 
infpire in fuch, towards an- agreeable man. — ^Indeed, 
all which the niceft delicacy can allow. — In a word, — 
fhe was in love with him to diftradion. 

-One day this young couple accidentally met in the 
garden, at the end of two walks, which were bot^ 
, K 6 bouadf 
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bounded by that canal in which Jones had formerly 
riiqaed drowning to retrieve the little bird that Sophia 
haa there loft. 

This place had been of late mnch frequented by So- 
phia. Here ihe ufed to ruminate, widi admixture of 
pain and pleafure, on an incident, which, however 
trifling in itfelf, had poffibly fown the £rft feeds of that 
affediion which was now arrived to fuch maturity in 
her heart. 

Here then this young couple met. They were al- 
moft clofe together before either of them knew any 
thing of the other's, approach. A bye-ftander would 
liave difcorered fufficient marks of confufion in the 
countenance of each ; but they felt too much them- 
felves to make anv obfervation. As foon as Jones Jiad 
a little recoverea his firft furprize, he accofted the 
young lady with fome of the ordinary forms of falu- 
tation, which fhe in the fame manner returned, and 
their converfation began, as ufual, on the delicious 
beauty of the morning* Hence they paft to the beauty 
of the place, on which Jones launched forth very higk 
encomiums. When the^ came to the. tree whence he 
had formerly tumbled mto the canal, Sophia could 
not help reminding him of that accident, and faid, 
' I fancy, Mr. Jones, you have fome tittle fliuddering 

* when you fee that water.* * I aiTure you. Madam,* 
anfwered Jones, * the concern you felt at the lofs of 
' your little bird, will always appear to me the higheft 

* circumftance in that adventure. Poor little Tommy, 
^ there is the branch he flood upon. How could the 
' little wretch have the folly to fly away from that 
' flate of happinefs in which I had the honour to place 
' him ? His ^te was a juft puniihment for his ingrati- 
' tude.* * Upon my word, Mr. Jones,' faicT flie, 

* your gallantry very narrowly efcaped as fevere a fate. 
' Sure the remembrance muft affe^ you.* * Indeed, 
' Madam,* anfwered he, ' if I have any reafon to 

* reflcft with forrow on it, it is, perhaps, that the 

* water had not been a little deeper, by which I might 

* have efcaped many bitter heart-achs, that fortune 

* feems to have in ftore for me.' ♦ Fie^ Mr. Jones,* 
replied Sophia, ' X am fure you cannot be in eameft 

* now* 
1 
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now. This affe^ed contempt of life is only an ex- 
cefs of your complaifance to me. You would endea- 
vour to lefTen the obligation of having twice, ven* 
tured it for my fake. Beware the third time.'-— 
She fpoke thefe laft words with a fmile and a foftnefs 
inexpreflible. Jones anfwered with a figh, ' He feared 
it was already too late for caution ;* — and then look- 
ing tenderly and ftedfaflly on her, he cry'd, * Oh S^ 
Mifs Weftem,— Can you defire me to live ! Can you 
wifh me fo ill?^— -Sophia looking down on the 
ground, anfwered with fome hefitation, * Indeed, Mr* 
Jones, I do not wilh you ill.' — * Oh ! I know too 
well that heavenly temper,' cries Jones, ' that di* 
vine goodnefs which is beyond every other charm.' 
Nay, now,' anfwered -(he, * I underftand you not.— 
I can ftay no longer.'—' I,— I would not be under- 
ftood,' cries he, * nay I can't be underftood. I 
know not w&at I fay. Meeting you here fo unex- 
peAcdly,— I have been unguarded— for Jieaven's 
fake pardon me, if I have laid any thing to offend 
you— I did not mean it— indeed, I would rather 
have died^^nay, the very thought would kill me.' 
Yott furprize xne^ anfwered &e,— * How can you 
poffibly think you have offended me ?' ' Fear, Ma* 
dam,' fays he, ' eafily runs into madnefs ; and there 
is no degree of fear like that which I feel of offend* 
ing you. How can I fpeak then ? Nay don't look 
angrily at me, one frown will deftrby me.— I mean 
nothing.— Blame my eyes, or blame thofe beauties. 
— ^Wh^t am I faying ? Pardon me if I have faid too 
much. My heart overflowed. I have flruggled with 
my love to the utmofl. and have endeavoured to con* 
ceal a fever which preys on my vitals, and will, I 
hope, foon make it impoffible for me ever to offend 
you more.* 

^Mr. Jones now fell a trembling as if he had been 
^aken with the fit of an ague. Sophia, who was in a 
iituation not very different from his, anfwered in thefe 
words : * Mr. Jones, 1 will not affedl to mifunder- 
* ftand you j indeed I underftand you too well ; but 
^ for heaven's fake, if you have any affcftion for me, 

* let 
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^ let me make the bcft of my way into the houfe. I 
* wiih I may be able to fuppo^^ my fclf thither.' 

Jones, who was hardly able to fupport himfelf, of- 
fered her his arm, which (he condefcended to accept, 
but begged he woald not mention a word more to her 
of this nature at prefent. Hepromifed he would not, 
inliiling only on her forgiveneis of what love, without 
the leave of his will, had forced from him : thi$, flie 
told him he knew how to obtain, by his future beha- 
viour ; and thus this young pair tottered and trembled 
alon^, the lover not once daring to fqueeze the hand 
of his miftrefs, though it was lock'd in his. 

Sophia immediately retired to her chamber, where 
Mrs. Honour and the hartfhorn were fummoned to her 
affiHance. As to poor Jones, the only rolief to his 
diflempered mind was an unwelcome piece of news, 
which, as it opens a fcene of' a different nature from 
thofe in which the reader hath lately been converfant^ 
will be communicated to him in the next chapter, 

CHAP, VII. 
In lubich Mr. AUivorthy appears on ajlck-hei. 

MR. Weftem was become fo fond of Jones, that 
he was unwilling to part with him, though his 
arm had been long fince cured ; and Jones, either from 
the love of fport, or from fome other reafon, was 
eafily perfuaded to continue at his houfe, which he did 
fometimes for a fortnight together, without paying a 
fingle vifit at Mr. Allworthy's ; nay, without ever 
hearing from thence. 

Mr. Aliworthy had been for fome days indifpofed 
with a cold, which had been attended with a little 
fever. This'he had, however, neglefted, as it was ufual 
with him to do all manner of diforders which did not 
confine him to hi$ bed, or prevent his feveral. faculties 
from performing their ordmary funftions, A conduct 
which we would by no means be thought to approve 
or recommend to imitation : for fufely the gentlemen 
of the iEfculapian art are in the right in advifing, that 
the moment the difeafe is entered at one door, the 

phyfician 
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phyfician ftiould be introduced at tfie other; whatelfe 
IS meant by that old adage : Venienti occurite morbo f 
" Oppofe a diftemper at its lirft approach." Thus 
the dodlor and the difeafe meet in fair and equal con- 
flidl ; whereas » by giving time to the latter, we often 
Tu^er him to fortify and entrench himfelf, like a French 
army J fo that the learned gentleman finds it very dif- 
ficulty and fometimes impoilible, to come at the ene- 
my. Nay fo;netimes by gaining time, the difeafe ap- 
plies to the French military politics, and corrupts na- 
ture over to his fide, and then all the powers of phy- 
fic muft arrive too late. Agreeable to thefe obferva- 
tions was, I remember, the complaint of the great 
dodtor Mifaubin, who ufed very patheticallv to la- 
ment the late applications which were maae to his 
ikill : faying, ' Bygar me believe my nation take me 

* for de undertaker : for dey never fend for me till de 

* phyficion have kill dem.' 

Mr. Allworthy*s diftemper, by means of this neg- 
lect, gained fuch ground, that, when the increafe of 
his fever obliged hin;i to fend for aiiiftance, the doflof 
at his firft arrival (hook his head, wifhed he had been 
fent for fooner, and intimated that he thought him in 
very imminent danger. Mr. Allworthy, who had fet- 
tlea all his affairs in this world, and was as well pre- 
pared as it is poilible fbr human nature to be, for / 
the other, received this information with the utmolt 
calmnefs and unconcern. He could, indeed, whenever 
he laid himfelf down to reft, fay with Cato in the 
tragical poem. 



Let guilt or fear 



Pifturb man's reft. Cato knows neither of them ; 

Indifferent in his choice, to (leep or die. 

I 

In reality he could fay this with ten times more reafon 
and confidence than Cato, or any other proud fellow 
among the antient or modern herbes : for he was not 
only devoid of fear ; but might be confidered as a faith- 
ful labourer, when at the end of harveft he is fum- 
moned to receive his reward at the hands of a bounti- 
ful mafter. 

The 
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« The good man gare immediate orders fi>r aO his fa- 
mily to be rammoned round him. None of thefe were 
then abroad, but Mrs. Blifil, who had been fome ume 
in London, and Mr. Jones, whom the zeader had }xUl 
parted from at Mr. Wdiern's, and who received this 
liimmons juft as Sophia had left him.. 

The news of Mr. Allworthy's danger (for the (er- 
vant told him he was dying) drove all thoughts af love 
ont of his head. He hurried inftantly Into the chariot 
which was fent for him, and ordered the coachman to 
drive with all imaginaJble hafte ; nor did the idea of 
Sophia, I believe, once occur to him on the way. 

And now the whole family, namely, Mr. Bli/il, 
Mr. Jones, Mr. Thwackum, Mr. Sxjuare, and fome 
cf the fervants, (for fuch were Mr. Allworthy's- orders) 
being all a£embled round his bed, the good man fat 
up in it, and was beginning to ' fpeak, wnen Blifil fell 
to blubbering; and began to exprefs very loud and 
bitter lamentations. Upon this Mr. A 11 worthy ihook 
him by the hand, and faid, 'Do not forrow thus, my 

* dear nephew, at the moft ordinary of all human oc- 
' currences. When misfortunes befal our friends we 

* are juftly grieved : for thofe are accideikts which 

* might often have been avoided, and which may feem 

* to render the lot of one man more peculiarly un- 

* happy than that of others ;. but death is certainly 

* unavoidable, and is that common lot, in which 

* alone the fortunes of all men agree ; nor is th^ time 
' when jthis happens to us very material. If the wifeU 

* of men hath coQipared life to a fpan, furely we may 
' be allowed to consider it as a day. It is my fate to 
' leave it in the evening ; but thofe who are talcen away 

* earlier, have only loft a few hours, at the beft little 
' worth lamentin^^ and much oftner hours of labour 

* and fatigue, of pain and forrow. One of the Ro- 

* man poets, I remember, likens our leaving life ta 
' our departure from a feail. A thought which hath 

* often occurred to me, when I have (een men ftrug- 

* gling to protra£l an entertainment, and to enjoy the 
' company of their friends a few moments longer. 

* Alas ! how ihort is the moft protra<5ted of fuch en- 
« joyments I how immaterial the difference between him 
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^ who retires the fooneft,. and him who ftavs the lateft & 

* this is feeing life in the bed view, and this unwil» 
< lingnefs to qait our friend^ is the moft amiable mo- 
' tive, from which we can derive the fear of death | 
^ and yet the longeft enjoyment which we can hope 

* for of this kind> is of fo trivial a duration, that it is 
^ to a wife man truly contemptible. Few men, Xown^ 

* thinic in this manner : for, indeed, few men think 
' of death 'till they are in its jaws. However gigan* 

* tic and terrible an object this may appear when it 
' approaches them, they are neverthelefs incapable of 
^ feeing it at any diilance; nay, though they have 

* been ever fo much alarmed and frightned when they 
' have apprehended themfelves in danger of dying, 
' they were no fooner cleared from this apprehenfion 
' than even the fears of it are erafed from their minds* 
'But, al^ ! he who efcapes from death is not par- 
' doned, he is only reprieved, and reprieved to a ihort 
*^ day. 

* Grieve^ therefore, no more, my dear child, on this 

' occaiion ; an. event which may happen every hour^ 

* which every element, nay almoft every particle of 
' matter that furrounds us is capable of producing)! 
f and which muft and will mofl unavoidably reach us 
« all at hat, ought neither to occafioh our furprize^ 
' nor our lamentation. 

' My phviician having acquainted me (which I take 
^ very kmdiy of him) that 1 am in danger of leaving 
f you all very fhortly, I have determined to fay a few 
' words to you at this our parting, before my diftem- 
f per, which I find grows very faft upon me> puts it 

* out of my power. 

' But I (hall wafle my ftrength too much.-— I in- 
' tended to fpeak concerning my will, which though 
f I have fettled long ago, I think proper to mention 
' fuch heads of it as concern any of you, that I may 
' have the comfort of perceiving you are all fatisiied ^ 
' with the proviiion I have there made for you. 

' Nephew Blifil, I leave you the heir to my whole 

* eftate, except only 500I. a year, which is to revert 
' to you after the death of your mother, and except 
< one oUier eflate of 500I. a year> and the fum of 

* 6000I 
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^ 6oool. which I hare beftowed in the following 

* manner. 

' The eftate of 500L a year I have given to you, 

* Mr. Jones. And as I know the inconvenience which 
' attends the want of readv money, I have added 

* loool. in fpecie. In this I know not whether I have 
' exceeded or fallen fhort of yonr expectation. Per- 
' haps you will think I have given you too little, and 

* the world will be as readv to condemn me for giv^ 
' ing yoQ too mach ; bat the latter cenfure I defpifey 

* and as to the former, anlefs yon fhould entertain 
^ that common error, which I have often heard in my 
' life pleaded as an excufe for a total want of charity ; 

* namely, that inftead of raifing gratitude by volun- 

* tary. a^s of bounty, we are apt to raiie demands, 
' which of all others are the mo& boundlefs and moil 

* difficult to fatisfy. — Pardon me the bare mention of 

* this, I will not fafpeA any fuch thing.* 

Jones flui\g himielf at his benefa£lor*s feet, and 
taking eagerly hold of his hand, afTured him, his 
goodnefs to him, both now and all other times, had 
10 infinitely exceeded not only his inerit, but his 
hopes, that no words could exprefs his fenfe of it.. 

* And I aflure yon. Sir,* faid he, * your prefent gene-^^ 

* rofity hath left me no other concern than for the pre« 
' fent melancholy occafton.— 'Oh, my friend ! my fa- 

* ther ! ' here his words choaked him, and he turned 
away to hide a tear which was ftarting frpm his eyes.. 

AUworthy then gently fqueezed his hand, and pro* 
<feeded thus. ' 1 am convinced, my child, that yoir 
' have much goodnefs^ generoiity, and honour in your 

* temper ; if you will add prudence and religion to 

* thefe, you muft be happy ; for the three former qua- 
' lities, I admit, make you worthy of happinefs, but 

* they are the latter only which will put you-tn poffcf- 

* fion of it. 

* One thoufand pounds I have given to you, Mr. 

* Thwackum ; a fum, I am convinced, which greatly 

* exceeds your defircs, as well as your wants. Hpw- 

* ever, you will receive it as a memorial of my friend- 

* Ihipj and whatever fuperfluitics may reaound to 

* you> 
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* you, that piety which you fo rigidly maintain, will 

* vaSctyxdi you how to difpofe of them. 

' A like fum, Mr. Square, I have bequeathed to 

* you. This, I hope, will enable you to purfue your 
' profeffion with better fuccefs than- hitherto. I have 

* often obferved with concern, that diftrefs is more apt 
' to excite contempt than commiferation, efpecially 

* among men of buflnefs, with whom poverty is un- 

* derftood to indicate want of ability. But the little 

* I have been able to leave you, will dxtricate you 

* from thofe difficulties with which you have formerly 

* ftruggled : and then I doubt not but you will meet 

* with fufficient profperity to fupply what a man of 
' your philofophical temper will require. 

* I find myfelf growing faint, fo I ihall refer you to 

* my will for my difpofition of the refidue. My fer- 

* vants will there find fome tokens to remember me 

* by ; and there are a few charities which, I truft, my 

* executors will fee faithfully performed. Blefs you 

* all. I am fetting out a little before you.'-— 

Here a footman came haftily into the room, and 
faid there was an attorney from Salifbury, who had a 
particular meiTage^ which he faid he muft communi- 
cate to Mr. Allworthy himfelf ; that he feeraed in a 
violent hUrrjr, and protefted he had fo much bufinefs 
to do, that if he could cut himfelf into four quarters, 
all would not be fufficient. 

' Go, child, faid Allworthy to Blifil, * fee what the 
' gentleman wants. I am not able to do any buiineft 

* now, nor can he have any with me, in which yoU 

* are not at prefent more concerned than myfelf. £e. 

* fides I really am — I am incapable of feeing any one 

* at prefent, or of any longer attention. He theA 
faluted them agkin, but he fhould be now glad to com- 
pofe himfelf a little, finding that he had too much ex- 
hauiled his fpirits in difcourfe. 

Some of the company (hed tears at their parting j 
and even the philpfopher Square wiped his eyes, albeit 
nnufed to the melting mood. As to Mrs. Wilkins, fh6 
dropt her pearls as fall, as the Arabian trees their me- 
dicinal gums ? for this was a ceremonial which that 
gentlewoman never omitted on a proper occafion.. 

After 
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After this Mr* Allworthy again laid liim(eir down 
on his pillow> and endeavoured to compofe himielfto 
reft. 

CHAP. vni. 

Cpntaining matter rather natural tbaip pkajing^ 

BESIDES ertef for her mafter^ there was another 
fource for tnat briny ftream which fo plentifully 
rofe above the two mountainous theek bones of the 
hoofe-keepef. She was no fooner retired^ than flie 
began to mutter to herfelf in the following pleafant 
ftrain : " Sure mafter might have made fome differ- 
* ence, methinks, between me and the other fervants. 
-^ I fuppofe he hath left me mourning ; but, i fackins ^ 
if that be all, the devil fhall wear it for him for me. 
I'd have his worfhip know I am no beggar. I have 
faved ^y^ hundred pound in his fervice, and after all 
to be ufed in this manner. — It is a fine encourage- 
ment to fervants to be honeft ; and to be fure, if I 
have taken a little fomething now and then, others 
have taken ten times as much ; and now we are all 
put in a lump togetlier. If fo be that it be fo^ the 
legacy may go to the devil with him that gave it. 
No, I won't give it up neither, becaufe tMt will 
pleafe fome folks. No, 1*11 buy the gayeft gown I 
can get, and dance over the old curmudgeon's grave 
in it. This is my reward for taking his part {a 
often, when all the country have cried ihame of 
him, for breeding up his baflard in that manner; 
but he is going now where he mull pay for all. It 
would have become him better to have repented of 
his iins on his death-bed, than to glory in them, and 
give away his eflate out of his own family to a mif- 
begotten child. Found in his bed, forlboth ! a 
pretty ftory ! ay, ay, thofe that hide know where to 
find. Lord forgive ^ him> I warrant he hath many 
more^baftards to anfwer for, if the truth was known. 
One comfort is, they will all be known where he is 
a going now. «' The fervants will find fome tokea 
to remember me by . " » Thofe were tbe very words ; 

< 1 ihall 
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' I fliall never forget theniy if I was to live a thoofand 
' years. Ay, a^, I ihall remember you for huddling 

* me among the fervants. One would have thought 
' he might have mentioned my name as well as that of 
' Square i but he is a gentleman forfooth, though he 
' had not deaths on his back when he came hither firft. 
' Marry come up with fuch gentlemen 1 though he 

* hath lived here thisonany years, I don't believe 
' there is arrow a for van t in the houfe ei^er faw the 
' colour of his money. The devil ihall wait upon 

* fuch -a gentleman for me.* Much more of the. like 
kind ihe muttered to -herfelf ; but this tafte fhall fufficc 
to the reader. 

Neither Thwackum nor Square were much better 
fatisfied with their legacies. Though they breathed 
not their refentment 10 loud, yet from the difcohtent 
which appeared in their countenances, as well as from 
the following dialogue, we collet that no great plea* 
fure reigned in their minds. 

About an hour after they had left the iick room. 
Square met Thwackum in theJiall, and accofted him 
thus, ' Well, Sir, have you heard any news of your 
' friend fince we parted irom him?' 'If you mean 
' Mr. Allworthy,' anfwered Tiiwackum, * I think 
' you might rather give him ihe appellation of your 
' friend ; for he fecms to me to have deferved that 

* title.' ' The title is as good -on ^ur fide,* replied 
Square^ ' for his bounty, fuchasitJis, hath been equal 

* to both.' * I ihould not have mentioned it firft,' 
cries Thwackam* ' bat fmce you begin, I muft in-. 

* form yott t am of a JifFerent opinion. There is a 
' wide diHin^ion between voluntary flavours and re- 
' wards. The duty I have done^in his .family, and 
' the care I have taken in the education of his two 
' boys, are ferviees for which fome men might have 
' expected a greater return. I would not have you 
' imagine I am therefore diflatisfied ; for St^ Paitl hath 
' taught me ^to be content with the little I have. Had 
' the modicum been lef*^, I fhould have known my 

' duty. But though the iicripture obliges me to re- . 
' main contented, it doth not enjoin me to ftiut my 
I eyes to my own merit, nor reftrain me from feeing, 

* when 
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when I am injared by an unjoft comparifon/ ' Since 
you provoke me,' returned Square, * that injury is 
done to me : nor did I ever imagine Mr. Allworthy 
had held my friendihij^ fo light, as to put me in ba- 
lance with one who received his wages : I know to 
what it is- owing; it proceeds from thofe narrow 
principles which you have been fo long endeavour- 
ing to infufe into him, in contempt of every thing 
which is great and noble. The beauty and loveli- 
nefs of friendlhip is too ftrong for dim eyes, nor can 
it be perceived by any other medium, than that un- 
erring rule of right, which you have fo often endea. 
voured to ridicule, that you have perverted your 
friend's underftanding.' ' I wifh,' cries Thwackum, | 
in a rage, ' I wifh for the fake of his foul, your 
damnable doctrines have not perverted his faith. It 
is to this I impute his prefent behaviour, fo unbe- 
coming a chriflian. Who but an atheift could think 
of leaving the world without having firft made up his 
account ? Without confefling his fins, aiid receiving 
that abfolution which he knew he had one in the 
houfe dttlyauthorifed to give him ? He will feel the 
want of thefef neceflaries when it is too late. When 
he is arrived at that place where there is wailing and 
gnafhing of teeth ; it is then he will find in what 
mighty Head that heathen goddefs, that virtue, which 
you and all other dei(ts of the age adore, n^ll ftand 
him. He will then fummon his priefl when there is 
none to be found, and will lament the want of that 
abfolution, without which no iinner can be fafe.' 
If it be fo material,' fays Square, * Why don't you 
prefent it him of your own accord? * It hath no 
virtue' cries Thwackum, * but to thofe who have 
fufficient grace to require it. But why do I talk thui 
to a heathen and an unbeliever ? It is you that taught 
him this lefTon, for which you have been well re- 
warded in this world, as I doubt not your difciple 
will foon be in the other.* ' I know not what yott 
mean by reWard,* faid Square, *but if you hint at 
that pitiful memorial of our friendfliip, which he 
hath thought fit to bequeath me, I defpife it ; and 

> * nothing 
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'' nothing but the unfortunate fituation of my circum- 

* fiances fhould prevail on me to accept of it.' 
The.phyfician now arrived, and beg^ tp enquire 

of the two difputants^ how we all did above Aairs ? 

* In a miferableway,* an fwered Thwack urn. 'It is no 

* -more than I expeded,' cries the do6lor : * but pray 
' what fy mptoms have appeared fince I left you ?' 

* No good ones, I am afraid,' replied Thwackum, 

* after what paft at our departure, I think there were 
-* little hopes/ The bodily phyiician, perhaps, mif- 
undcrflood the curer of fouls, and before they came 
to an explanation, Mr. Blifil came to them with a moil 
melaiicholy countenance, and acquainted them, that 
he brought fad news : for that his mother was dead at 
Salifbury. That fhe had been feized on the road home 
with the gout in her head and ilomach, which had car* 
ried her off in a few hours. * Good-1ack-a-day,' fays 
the dodpr, ' One cannot anfwer for events: but I 
' wifh I had b^en at .hand to hizvt be6n called in. 

* The gout is a diftemper, which it is difficult to treat j 

* yet I nave been remarkably fuccefsful in it.' Thwack- 
unx and Square both condoled with Mr. Blifil for the 
lofs of his mothe^, which the one advifed him to bear 
like a man, and the other like a chriflian. The young 
gentleman faid,. he knew very well we were all mortal, 
and he would endeavour to fubmit to his lofs as well as 
he could. That he could not, however, help com-» 
plaining a little againft the peculiar fe verity of his fate,' 
which brought the news of fo great i calamity to hixtt 
by furprize, and that at a time when he hourly ex» 
pedled the fcvereft blow he was capable of feeling froni 
the malice o^ fortune. He faid, the prefent occaiion 
would put to the teft thofe excellent rudiments which 
he had learned from Mr. Thwackum and Mr. Square, 
and it would be entirely owing to them, if he waa 
enabled to furvive fuch misfortunes. 

It was now debated whether Mr. Allworthy fhould 
be informed of the death of his filler : this the dodor 
violently oppofed; in which, I believe, the whole 
college would agree with him : but Mr. Blifil faid, he 
had received fuch pofitive and repeated orders from his 
-uncle, never to keep any fecret from him, for fear of 

the 
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thedirquietttde which it might give him, that hedurft 
not think of difobedienccy whatever mightbe the con- 
feqaence. He faid, for his part, con£aering the reli- 
gious and philoAiphic temper of his uncle, he could 
not agree with the dodlor in his apprehensions. He 
was therefore refolved to communicate it to him : for 
if his uncle recovered (as he heartily prayed he might) 
he knew he would never forgive an endeavour to kee^ 
a fecret of this kind from him. 

The phyfician was fprced to fubmit to thefe refolu- 
tions which the two other learned gentlemen very highly 
commended. So together moved Mr. Blifil and the 
do^or towards the fick-room : where the phyfician Brik 
entered, and approached the bed, in order to feel his 
patient's pulfe, which he had no fooner done, than he 
declared he was much better ; that the laft application 
had fucceeded to a miracle, and had brought the fever 
to intermit : fo that, he faid, there appeared now to 
be as little danger as he had before apprehended there 
were hopes. 

To fay the truth, Mr. Allworthy's fituation had ne. 
.ver been fo bad, as ^he great caution of the dodor had 
reprefented : but as a wife general never defpifes his 
enemy, however inferior that enemy's force may be, 
fo neither doth a wife phyfician ever defpife a dinem- 
per, however inconfiderable. As the-former preferves 
the fame ftri£k difcipline, places the fame guards, em- 
ploys the fame (pouts, though the enemy be never fo 
weak; fo the latter maintains the fame j^ravity of 
countenance, and fhakes his head with the mne figni- 
ficant air, let the diliemper be never fo trifling. And 
both, among many other good ones, may a%gn this 
folid reaibn for their condud, that by thefe Ineans the 
greater glory redounds to them if they gain the vi&ory, 
and the lefs difgrace, if by any unlucky accident they 
Ihottld happen to be conquered. 

Mr. Allworthy had no fooner lifted up his eyes^ 
and thanked heaven ^-for thefe hopes of his recovery, 
than Mr. Blifil drew near, with a very/ddeded afpeA, 
and having applied his handkerchief to his eyes, eith^ 
to wipe away his tears, or, to do, as Ovid fomewhere 
cxprefTes himfelf on another opcaiion. 

Si 
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Si nullus erif, iamen excute nullum* 

♦ If^ there be •nt)ne, then wipe away that non^.' 

he communicated ta his uncle what the reader hath 
been juil before acquainted with. 

Allworthy receive4.the news with concern^ with 
patience, and with r«Agnation. He dropt a tender 
tear, then cottipofed his countenance, and at lafl cried, 
• The Lord's will be done in every thing.'^ 

He now enquired for the meflenger ; but Bliiil told 
him, it had been impoffible to detain him a moment ;. 
for he ajppeared by the great hurry he was in to have 
feme bunnefs of importance on his hands,: that he 
complained of being hurried, and driven and tonvout- 
of his life, and repeated many timeVj^ that if he copld 
divide himfelf into four quarters, he iineW how to 
difpofe cJf evcrv one. 

Allworthy then defired Bliiil to take Care of the fu« 
neral. He faid, he would have his Hfler depofited in 
his own chapel ; and as to the particulars, he left them 
to his own difcretion, only mentioning the perfon 
whom he would have employed on this occailon. 

C H A P. IX. . 

Which^ (nmong othet thingti may firve as a t9^m4nt ^1^ 
that faying ofM£cYart^i, that D'R vnkbkn«5s»^ew« 
THE Mind of a MaN| as a MxaaOUR re- 
FLBCTS his Person* 

. ' . . '■ 

TH £ reader may, perhaps, wonder at hearing 
nothing of Mr. Jones in the lafl chapter. Ir^ 
fad, his behaviour was fo diffident from that of th& 
perfons there mentioned, that \rc chofe not to con^. 
found his name with theirs. , . 

When the good man had ended his fpeech, JoAea 
was the laft wno defefted the room. Thence he retired 
to his own apartment, to give vent to his concern i 
but the reAleiTnefs of his mind would not fuffer him tq 
remain long there ; he flipped foftly, therefore, to 
Allworthy's chamber 4oor». where he lUtened a confi- 

Vol. VU. L derable 
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4derable time without hearing anv kind of motion With- 
in, unlefs a violent fnoaring, which at lail his fears mif- 
♦reprefented as groans. This, fo alarmed him^ that 
Jie could not forbear -entering the room ; where ' he 
Tound the good roan in the bed, in a fweet compofed 
flccp, and his nurfe fnoring in the above-mentioned 
hearty manner, at the bed's feet. He imnacdiately 
took the only method of filencing this thorough bafs, 
whofe mufick he feared might difturb Mr. Allworthy; 
and then fitting down by the nurfe, he remained mo- 
;tionlefs till Bliftl and the do6lor came in toi^ether^ and 
waked the fick man, in order that the dodlor might 
feel his pulfe, and diat the other might communicate 
to him that piece of newsj which, had Jones been ap- 
prized of it, would have had great difficulty of finding j 
its way to Mr. Allworthy*s car at fuch a feafon. 

When he firft heard Blifil tell his uncle this ftor}', 
Tones could hardly contain the wrath which kindled 
in him at the other's indifcretion, efpecially as the 
dodor ihook his head, and declared his unwillingnefs 
to have the matter mentioned to his patient. But as 
his paffion did not fo far deprive him of all u(e of his 
underftanding,' as to hide from him the confequences 
which any violent expreffion towards Blifil might have 
on the fick, this apprehenfion Hilled his rage, at the 
prefent ; and he grew afterwards (o fatisfied with find- 
ing that this news had, in faft, produced no mifchief, 
that he fttfTered his anger to die in his own boTom^ with* 
out ever mentioning it to Blifil. 

The phyfician dined that day at Mr. Allworthy *s ; 
and having after dinner vifited his patient, he returned 
to the company, and told them, than he had now the 
fatisfa^lion to fay, with aflurance, that his patient was 
dut of all danger; that he had brought his fever to a 
perfeifl intermiflion, and doubted not by throwing in 
the' bark to' prevent Its- return*. 

This account (b ple9.fed Jones, and threw him into 
fuch immoderate>xcefs of rapture, that* he might be 
truly faid to be drunk with joy. An intoxication 
which greatly forwards the elFefts of wine : and as he 
was very free too with the bottle en this occafion^ (for 

he 
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k« drank many bumpers to tke do£lor's healthy as well 
as to other toafls^) he became very foon literally drunk. • 
Jones had naturally violent animal Spirits : theie be- 
ing fet on float, and augmented by the ipirit of wine» 
produced moil extravagant effeds. He kifTed the doc- 
tor, and- embraced him with the moil pailronate en- 
dearments ; fwearing that, . next to Mr. AUworthy 
himfelf, he loved hini of all men living. * Do^or,* 
added he» ' you deferve a ftatue to be ere£led to you 

* at the p^iblic expence, for having preferved a man 
^ who is not only the darling of all good men who 

* know him, but a bleifingto fociety, the glory of hi« 

* country, and an honour to human nature. D— n 

* nie if I don't love him better than my own foul./ 

* More ikame for you/ cries Thwackum. ' Though 
' I think you have reafon to love him, for he hath pro>> 
' vided very well for vou. And, perhaps, it might 

* have been better for fome folks, that he had not liyedr 

* to fee juft reafon of revoking his gift/ 

Tones now, looking on Thwackum with inconceiv- 
able difdain, anfwered, * And doth thy niean foul 
' imagine, that any fuch confider^tions could weigh 

* with m^i No, let the earth open and fwaltow her 
'. own dirt (If I had millions of acres I would fay it)' 
' rather than fwallow up my dear glorious friend.' 

. ^is Dejiderio fit Pudor aut modus 
Tarn chart Capitis ^* 

» 

The do6lor now interpofed, and prevented the ef- 
fe6ts of a wrath which was kindling between Jones 
and Thwackum ; after which the former gave a loofe 
to mirth, fang two or three amorous fongs, and fell 
into every frantic diforder, which, unbridled joy is apt 
to infpire ; but fo far was he from any difpofition to- 
quarrel, that he was ten times better humoured, if 
poffible, than when he was fober. 
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To txy truth, nothing is more erroneous than tke 
common ofa/ervation, that men who areill-natured and 
'quarrelfome when they are drunk, ^u-e^rery worthy per- 
ibns when- they are fober : for xlrink, in reality, doth 
Aot ^everfe nature, or create paiBckis in men which did 
not exlft in them hefbre. It takes away the guard of 
reafon, and confequeiuly forces us to produce thofe 
/ymptoms which jnany, when fober, have art enough 
CO oonceaL * k heightens and inflames our paflions, 
(generally indeed that paffion which is upper-mofi in 
4>ur mind) £o that the angry temper, the amoroos, the 
•genesotts, 'ihe good-humoured, the avaricious,* and all 
other diipofitioAs of men, are in th^ cups he^hcened 
and ocpofed* 

And yet as no nation produces fo many drunken 
quarrels, Qf|)ecially among, the lower |>eople, as Eng- 
land ; t^r^ indeedy with them, to dnnk and to fight 
together, are alinoft fynonymous terms) I would not, 
shethinks, have it thence concluded* that the Englilh 
are the worft aatured people alive* Perhaps the love 
of glory only is at the bottom of this ; (6 that the fair 
conclufion {perns to be, that^otrr coaqtrymen have more 
of that love, and more of bravery, than any other Pie- 
l)eians. And this the rather, as there is feldom any 
thing ungenerous, unfair, or ill-natured, exercifed 
on tnofe occaiions : nay, it is common fbr the comba- 
tants to exprefs golxl-will for each other, even at the 
time of the confiidt ; and as their drunken mirth ge- 
nerally ends in a battle, fo do moH of their battles end 
in friendfliip. ' 

Qut to return to our hiilory. Thojugh Jones had 
fhewn no defign of giving o^ence, yet Mr. Blifil was 
highly offended at a behaviour which was fo inconfiC 
tent with the fober and prudent referve of his own tem^ 
per. He bore it too with the greater impatience, as 
it appeared to him very indecent at this feafon ; ' Wj^en,' 
as he faid, ' the houfe was a ho\ife of mourning, oa 

* the account of his dear mother ; and if it had pleafed 

* heaf en tq ^ive him fome profpcft of Mr. All worthy's 
' recovery, it would become them better to exprefs 
V the exultations of their hearts in thankfgiviag, than 

* in drunkenncis and riots 4 which wcreproperer me- 

' thods 
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* thods to increafe tbe divine wraths titan ta Avert it.^ 
Tiiwackum, who . had fwallowed more liqaor than* 
Jone3* but without any ill effe^ on his bxaiur fecond^r- 
ed the])ious harangue of Blifil : but Square^ forrea- 
jfons which the reader may probably gue£i> ivas totalljf 
illent. ' 

Wine had nor fo totally Overpoweied Jones, a^ t€i» 
prevent his recolledling Mr. Blifil's lofs,: the moment it 
wae mentioned. As no perfon, therefbr»> vwas more 
ready to confefs and condemn his own errons, he of^ 
Scxtd to (hake Mr. Blifil by the hand>.. and begged his* 
pardon, {^ymg, * His exceffive joy for Mr, AUwor- 

* thy's recovery had driven every other thougjit out ofi 
^ his mind,.' ' 

Blifil fcornfuHv rejefled his hand t and. With mucK- 
Bidignation, anfwered, *- It was little to be wondered^ 
' at, if tragical fpe^acles made no impreffionon-the 
9- blind ; but, for his part, he had the misfortune to- 
^ know who his parents were^ and confequently muil' 
• ♦- be affefted with their lofs.' • 

Jones, who, notwitkflanding his good humour, ha£ 
feme mixture of the irafcxble in his constitution, leap-- 
ed haitily from his chair, and catching hold of BlifiPs 
collar, cried out, * D— -n you for a rafcal, do you in^ 
•* fult me with the misfortune of my birth }^ He ac-- 
companied thefe words with fuch rough anions, that} 
they foon got the better of Mr. Biifil's peaceful tem^ 
per ; and a fcuffle immediately enfued, which might 
have produced mifchief, had it not been prevented by 
the interpoiition of Thwack am and the phyiician ; for 
the philofophy of Square remlered him niperior to all 
emotions, and he very calmly fmoaked his pipe, as was 
his cuftom in all broils, unlefs when he apprehended. 
£>me danger of haviA|; it broke in his mouth. 

The combatants being now prevented from execut- 
ing preient vengeance on each other^ betook themfelves^ 
to the common refources of difappointed rage, and 
vented their wrath in threats and defiance. In this- 
kind of conflict, fortune,, which in the perfbnal attack, 
feemed to incline to Jones, was now altogether as fa- 
vourable to his enemy* 

^ L 3 A 
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A tmce^ aererdielefs, wis at length agreed or, by 
the mediation of the neutral parties, and the whole 
company again fat down at the table ; where Jones be- 
ing prevaifod on to aik pardon, and Blifil to |;ive it,, 
peace was j:oftored, and every thing ieemed m Stat* 

But though the qnarrel was, in all appearance, per- 
fe^y reconciled, the good>hamoiir whkh had been 
interrupted by it, was by no means reftored. All 
merriment was now at an end, and the fubfequent dif- 
courle confifted only of grave relations of matters of 
fad, and of as grave obfervations upon them. A fpe« 
cies of converfation, in which, though there is much 
of dignity and inilru£tion, there is but little enter- 
tainment. As we prefume, thecefore, to convey only 
this laft to the reader,^ we fhall pafs by whatever was 
£iid> till the reft of the company having, by degrees, 
dropped off, left only Square and the phyfician toge. 
ther ; at which time, the converfation was a little heigh- 
tened by fome comments on what had happened be- 
tween the two young gentlemen ; both of whom the 
dodor declared to be no better than fcoundrels ; to 
which appellation the philofopher> very fagacioufly 
ibaking his head« agreed* 

C H A P X. 

Shenving the truth of many oh/erfvatioHS^ of Ovid, und of 
other more grave 'writers y ^who ha*ve pronjedy beyond 
coniradiSiiont that wne is often the fore-runner of in^ 

coniinency* 

JONES retired from the company, in which we 
have feen him enga.ged, into the fields where he 
intended to cool himfelf by a walk in the open air, be- 
fore he attended Mr. AUworthy. There, whilft he 
renewed thf fe meditations on his dear Sophia, which 
the dangerous illnefs of his friend and benefador had 
for fome time interrupted, an accident happened, which 
with forrow we relate, and with forrow, doubtlefs, will 
it be read j however, that hiHoric truth to which we 

pro* 
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profefsfo inviolable an attachment^ obliges ufi to com-^ 
municate it to polleritjr. 

It was now a pteafant eVening^in the latter end of" 
June, when our hero Was walking rn a raoft delicious- 
grove, wh«re the gentle breezes fanning the leaves,, 
together with the fweet trilling of a murmuring ftream,, 
and the melodious notes of nightingales^ formed alto^ 
gethcr the moil enchanting harmony. In this fcene,, 
fo fweetly accommodated to love, 4ie meditated on his~ 
dear Sophia. While his wanton fancy roved unbound-- 
cd over all her beauties, and lively' imaginations < 
painted the charming maid in various ravifhirg forms,, 
his warm heart melted with tendemefs, and at length, 
throwing himfelf on the ground, by the fide of a gently 
murmuring brook, he broke forth into the firilowing^; 
ejaculation. 

%* O Sophia, would heaven give thee to my arms,^ 

* how bleft' would be my ccndition ! Curft be that: 

* fbrtane which fets a diflance between us-. Was L 

* but poflefled of thee, one only fuit of rags thy whole- 
^ eftate, is there a man on earth whom I would envy f 

* How* contemptible would the brighteft Circaffian^ 

* beauty, dreft in all the jewels of the Indies, appear- 

* to my eyes ! But why do I mention another woman I 
' Could 1 think my eyes capable of looking at any 

* other with tendernefs, thefe hands fliould tear them^ 
' from my head. No, nnr Sophia, if cruel' fortune^ 
' feparates u« for ever, my foul fhall doat on thee alone; 
' The chaflefl conftancy will I ever preferve to thy 

* image. Though I fhould never have pofTeflion of 

* thy charming petfon, flill fhalt thou alone have pof- 
*' feflion of' my thoughts, my love, my foul. Oh ! 

* my fond heart is fo wrapt in that tender bofom, that " 
*- the brightefl beauties would for me have no charms^ 

* nor would a hermit be colder in their embraces. 
' Sophia, Sophia ^lone fhall be mine. What raptures 

* are in that name ! I will cngrafve it on cvtry tree.*^ 
At theie words he flarted up, and beheldr-'not his 

$ophia-^no» nor a Circaflian maid richly and elegantly 
attired for the grand iignior's feraglio. No ; without 
a gown, in a fhift thkt was fomewhat of the coarfefl, 
and none of the cleaaeft, bedewed likewife with fome 

L 4 odoriferov 



324 The HISTORY or BookV. ( 

odoriferous effluvia, the produce of the day's labour, i! 
with a pitch-fork in her hand, Molly Sea^rim ap* 
proacKed. Our hero had, his pen knite in his hand* 
lyhich he had drawn for the before mentioned purpofe 
of carving on the bark ; when th^ girl coming near 
him, cry*d out with a fmiie, ' You don't intend to 
« kill me 'fquire, I hope !' • Why- fhould you thmk I 

* would kill you V anfwered Jones. * Nay,* replied 
{he, ' after your cruel ufage of me when I faw yoo 

* lail, killing me would, perhaps, be too great kind- 

* jnefs for me to expeft.* 
Here enfued a parley, which, ^ I do not think my- 

felf obliged to relate it, I fhall omit. It is fufficient 
that it lafled a full quarter of an hour, at the conclu- 
fion of which they retired into the thickeil part of the 
grove. 

Some, of my readers may be inclined to think this 
event unnatural. However^ the fa^ is true: and, 
perhaps, may be fufiiciently accounted for, by fug- 
gcilingy that Jones probably thought one woman bet- 
ter than none, and Molly as probably imagined two 
:men to be better than one. Beiides the berore men* 
tioned motive aifigned to the prefentbehavipur of Jones, 
the reader will be likewife pleafed to recollect in his 
favour, that he was not at this time perfedl mafter of 
that wonderful power of reafon, which fo well ena- 
bles grave and wife men to fubdue their unruly paffions, 
and to decline any of thefe prohibited amufements. 
Wine now had totally fubdued this power in Jones. 
He was, indeed, in a condition, in which, if reafon 
Jiad interpofed, though only to advife, ihe might have 
received the anfwer which one Cleoftratus gave many 
years ago to a filly fellow, who alked him, if he was 
Jiot afhamed to be drunk ? ' Are not you,' faid Cleof- 
tratus, 'afhamed to admonifh a drunken man?'-r-To 
fay the tr^uth,^ in a court of juilice, drunkennefs muil 
not be an excufe, yet in a court of confcience it is 
greatly fo ; and therefore Ariftotle, who commends 
the laws of Pittacus, by which drunken men received 
.^louble punifhment for their crimes, allows there is 
more of policy than juAice in that law. Now, if there 
are any trangreffions pardonable from drunkennefs^ 



they are certainly fuch as Mr. Jones was at preftnt guil-^ 
ty of ; on which head I co^ld pour forth a vail profu- 
.ilon of learning,, if I imagined it would either enter- 
tain my reader, or teach him any thing more than he 
knows already. For his fake, .therefore, I ihall keep, 
my. learning to myfelf, and return to my hiflory^ 

it hath been obferved, that fortune feldom dotK: 
things by halves. To fay truth, there is no end to- 
her- freaks whenever flie i&difpofed to gratify, or dif--- 
pleafe. No feoner had our hero retired with ms Dido^ 
but ♦ 

Spefuncam Blifil, Dux (sf Divinus eandem 
Deviniunt ■ i 

the parfon and the young ^{quire, who were taking a. 
ferious walk, arrived at the Hile which leads into the 
grove, and the latter caught a view of the lovers, juit 
as they were^ finking out of iight. ' 

Blinl knew Jones very well, though he was at above 
a hundred yards diftance, and he was as pofitive to 
the f^x of ivis companion, though not to the indivi- 
dual perfon. He ftarted, bleiTed himielf, and uttered 
a very folemn ejaculation. 

Thwackum exprefled fbme furprise at thefe fuddea 
emotions, and aiked the reafon of them. • To Mrhich 
£li£l anfwered, ' he was certain he had feen.a fellow 
/ and wench retire together among the buflies, which . 
.' he doubte4 not was with fame wicked purpofe.' As 
to the name of Jones hie- thought proper to conceal it, 
and why he did ib mull be lefct to the judgment of the 
fagacious reader : for we never chufe to ailign motives 
to the adlions of men> when there is any poffibility o£ 
our being miftaken. 

The parfon, yrho was not only ftridlly chafte ia hia- 
own perfon, but a great enemy to the oppofite vice ia 
all others, fired at this information. He defired Mr. 
BUfil to conduA him immediately to the place, which, 
as he approached, he breathed forth vengeance mixed 
with lamentations ; nor did he refrain from, calling 
fome oblique reflexions on Mr. Allworthy ; infmuat- 
ing that the wickednefs of the country was principally 

Jj 5 ' owin 
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owing to the encouragement lie bad given to vice, by 
Jiaving exerted fach kindnefs to a baHaurd, and by having 
initieated that juft and wholeibme rigour of the law, 
which allots a very fevere paniihment to loofe wenches. 
' The way, through which our hunters were to pafs 
in purfuit of their game, was fo befet with briars, that 
it greatly obftrufted their walk, and caufed, bcdides, 
fuch a rufUing, that Jones had fufficient warning of 
their arrival, before they could furprize him ; nay, 
indeed, fo incapable was Thwackum of concealing his 
indignation, and fuch vengeance did^Jie mutter forth 
every Hep he took, that this alo^e mu£t have aban* 
dandy fatisfied Tones, that he was (to ufe the language 
of fportfmcn) (ound fitting. 

f 

CHAP. XI. 

/« ijjbich ajimili i» Mr, Pope^s period of a mik, intr^^ 
ducis as lloodj a battle as can poffiUj be fought ^without 
the ajpftance offteel or cold iron* 

» 

AS in the feafon ofRuTTinc (ani uncouth phrafe, 
by which the vulgar denote that gentle dalli^ 
ance, which, in the* well-wooded foreft of Hamp- 
ihire, pafies between lovers of the ferine kind) if 
while the lofty crefted ftag mediutes the amoroas 
fport, a couple of puppies, or any other beafts of hof- 
tile note, ihould wander fo near the temple of Venus 
Ferina, that the fair hind ihould (brink from the place, 
touched with that fomewhat, either of fear or frolic, 
of nicety or fkittiihnefs, with which nature hath be* 
decked all females, or hath, at leaft, inibru6led them 
how. to put it on ; left, through the indelicacy of 
males, the Samian myfteries Ihould be pried into by 
unhallowed eyes : for at the celebration of thefe rites, 
the female prieftefs cries out with her in Virgil, (who 
Y|a8 then, probably, hard at work on fuch celebration./ 

'Procul, O procul efte, profani \ 
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T ax hence. be fouls prophane, 
ithc iibyl cry'd^ and from the grove abilain. 



Drydbit 
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If, I fay, while thefe facred.rites, which are in com- 
mon to Genus omneJnimantiumy are in agitation between 
the fiag and his miftrefs, any hoilile beads fhould 
ventage too Aear> on the, £rft hint given by the frighted 
hind, fierce and tremendous ruihes forth the flag to- 
the entrance of the thicket ; th^re ftands he centinel 
over his love, ftamps the ground with his foot^ and^ 
with his horns brandiihed aloft in air, proudly pro* 
vokes the apprehended foe to combat* 

Thus, and more terrible, when he perceived the 
enemy^s, approach, leaped forth , our hero. Many a 
ilep advanced he- forwards, in order to conceal ther 
trembling hind, and, if poffible, td fecure her 'retreat. 
And now Thwackum having firft dart^ fome livid 
lightning from his fiery eyes, began to-^ thunder 
fbrth^ ' Fie upon it ! Fie upon it ! Mr^ Jpncs^ Is it 
' polfible you fhould be the perfon l* . • You fee,* 
anfwered Jones, * it is poifible I fhould be here.*' 

* And who, faid Thwackum, * is that wicked flut 

* with you ?' 'If I have any wicked il at with me,* 
cries Jones, ' it is poffible I fball not let you know 

* whofheis.' * I command you to tell me immedi- 
' ately,' fays Thwackum, * and I would not have yoi* 
' imagine, young n^n, that your age, though it hath 

* fomewhat abridged the purpofe of. tuition, hath to- 
' tally taken away the authority of the mafler. The 

* relation of the mafler and fcholar is_indelibk, as,. 
' indeed, all othe? relations are : for they all derive 
' their original from Heaven. I would have you think 

* yourfclf; therefore,- as^ much obliged to obey me 
« now, as when I taught yo^ ,your firft rudiments.* 
' I believe you would,' cries Jones, ' but . that] will 
' not happen, unlefs you had the fame birchen argu-* 

* ment to convince me.' ' Then I muft tell you plain- 

* ly,' faid Thwackum, * I am refolved to dilcover 

* the wicked wretch.* ' And I muft tell you plairly,* 
returned Jones, * I am refolved you fhall not/ Thwac- 
kum then offered to advance, and Jones laid^hold ( f 
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his arms ; which Mr* Blifil endeavoured to refciie« de- 
claring * he would npt fee his old mnftei: infulted/ 

Jones, now finding himfelf engaged with two> 
thought it neceflary to rid himfelf of one of his anta- 
gonifts as foon as poffible. He, ' therefore, applied to 
the weakeil firft ; and letting the parfon go, he direded 
a blow at the young 'fquire's. breaft, which luckily 
taking place, reduced him to meafure his length on 
theground. 

'Hiwackum was fo intent on the discovery, that the 
moment he found himfelf at liberty^ he dept forward 
diredly into the fern, without any great coniideration 
of what might, in the mean time, befal his friend ; 
but he had advanced a very few paces int6 the thicket, 
before Jonej^, having defeated Blifil, overtook the par- 
fon, and dragged him backward by the ikirt of his coat. 
'This pfrfon had been a champion in his youth/ and 
had won Aiuch honour by his M, both at fchool and at 
the univerfity. He had now> indeed, for a great num- 
ber of years, declined the practice of that noble art ; 
yet was his courage full as ilrong as his fid th, and his 
l)ody no lefs itrong than either. He was moreover, 
as the reader may, perhaps, have conceived, fbme- 
what irafcible in his nature* When he looked back, 
therefore, and faw his friend ftretched out on the 
ground, and found himfelf at the fame time fo roughly 
handled by one who had f6rmerlybeen oolypaffive in 
all con Aids between them, (a circumilance which 
highly aggravated the whole) his patience at length 
gave way ; he threw himfelf into a poUure of offence, 
and colledling all his force, attacked Jones in the 
front with as much impetuofity as he had formerly 
attacked him in the reaf. 

Our hero received the enemy *s attack with the moH 
undaunted intrepidity, and his bofom refounded with 
the blow. This he prefently returned with no Icfs 
violence, aiming likewife at the parfem's bread : but 
he dexteroufly drove down the fill of Jones, fo that it 
reached only his belly, where two pounds of beef and 
as mahy of pudding were then depofited, and whence 
confequently no hollow found could proceed. Many 
Jufty blows, much more plcafant as^ well as cafy to 

have 
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kave feen, than to read or defcribe^ were giren on 
bolh fides ^ at laft a violent fall^ in which Jones had 
thrown his knees into Thwackum's breaft, fo weaken* 
ed the latter,^ that vi^lory had been no loneer dubious^ 
had not -BlifiU who had now recovered his ftrength^ 
again renewed the fight, arid, by engaging with Jones^ 
given the parfon a moment's time to fhake his ears^ 
and to regain his breath. 

And now both together attacked our hero, whofe 

blows did not retain tnat force, with -which they had 

fallen at firft ; fp weakened was he by hisr combat with 

Thwackum : for though the pedagogue chofe rather jto 

play Solos on the hunv;^ inftrnment, and had been 

lately ufed to thofe only, yet he dill retained enough 

of his ancient JuiQwIedge to perform his part wtxy well 

in a D net. 

, The vidlery, according to modern cuflom, was like 

to be decided by numbers, when, onafudden, a fourth 

pair of fills appeared in the battle, and immediately 

paid their compliments to the parfon : and the owner 

of them, at the fame time, crying out, ' are you not 

' afhamed and be d«-n'd to you, to fall two of yon 

•upon one?* 

' The battle, which was of the kiQd, that for dif- 
tin^on fake is called Royal, now raged with the. 
utmoft violence durin£ a few minutes ; till Blifil being 
a, fecond time laid fprawling by Jones, Thwackum 
condefcended to apply for quarter to his newantago- 
nift, who was now fou|;id to be Mr, .Weftem himfeif ; 
for in the hc^t of the adlion none of the combatants 
had recognized him* 

In faa, that honeil .'fquire happening, in his. after* 
noon's walk with fome company, to pafs through the 
4eldv where the bloody jbattle was fought, and having 
concluded from feeing three men engaged, that two 
of them muH be on a.iide, he hallened from his com- 
panion;^ a^d with more gallantry than policy, efpoufed. 
the caufe of the weaker party. By which generous 
proceeding, he ytry probably prevented Mr. Tones 
from becoming a vidim to the wrath of Thwackum, 
and. to the pious friendfhip which Blifil bore his old 
mailer : for, befxdes the difadvantagej of fuch odds, 

Jon^ 
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Jones had not yet fufficiently recovered the formed 
ftrcngth of his broken arm^ This, reinforcement^ 
however^ foon put an end to the a^Upn> and Jone* 
with his ally obtained the vi<^ry.~ 
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dH ^which ii feen a more muring ftiSacU, than all the 
hkod in tbi bodies §fTbnva€kuf/f tuidBlifil, and o/t^wtnty 
other fuch^ iteapdbUoffar^ucimg* t 

THE reft of Mr. Weftern's company Were now I 
come ap, being jtift at the inftant when the ac- 
tion was over, Thefc were the honeft' clergyman, i 
whom we have formerly Teen at Mr, Wcft^em*s table ; \ 
Mrs. Weftern, the aunt of S^hia ; and laftly, the 
lovely Sophia herfelf. ! 

At this time, the following was the afped of the ' 
bloody field. In oneplace^ lay on the groundj^ all \ 
pale and almoft breathlefs> the vanquiihed Slifil. Near 
him ftood the conqaeror Jones, almoft covered with 
blood, part of which was naturallv his own, and part 
had been lately the property or the Revwend Mr* 
Thwackam. ' In a third place ftood the faid Thwac- ' 
kum, like king Porus^ fuuenly fubmitting to the con* * 
oueror'. The Taft figure in the piece was Weftern the 
Ureat, moft glorioully forbearing the vanquiihed foe. 
• BKfil, in whom there was little fign of. life, was at 
firft the principal objcft of the concern of every one, 
and particularly of Mrs. Weftern, who had driwn from 
her pocket a bottle of hartfliom, and was herfelf about 
to apply it to his noftrils ; when on a fudden the atten- 
tion of the whole cotnpany was diverted from poor 
Blifil, whofe fpirit, if it had any fuch defign, might 
have now taken an opportunity of ftealing off to the 
he r wo rid, withtJut any ceremony. 

For now a^ more melanichoVy and a more lovely ob- 
je<ft lay motionlefs before them ► This was no other 
than the charjcriing Sophia herfelf, whtx, ' from die fight 
of blood, or from fear for her father, or from fome 
ether reafon, had fallen down in a fwoon> before any^ 
ene could get to her ^ftance* 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Weilern fir ft faw her, and fcreamed. Imme^^ 
diately two or three voices cried out, Mifs Wefiern is 
dead. Hartfhorn> water, every remedy was called 
for, almoU at one and the iame inftant. 

The reader may remember, tKat in our defcriptloii 
of this grove we mentioned a murmuring brook* 
which brook did not come there^ as fuch gentle ftreams 
flow through vulgar romances, with no other purpoie 
than to murmur. No ; fortune had decreed to ^noble 
this little brook with a higher honour than any of thofe 
which wafh the plains of Arcadia, ever deferved. 

Jones was rubbing Blifil's temples : for he began to 
fear he had given him a blow too much, when the 
words Mifs Wellern and Dead,^.ruftied at ouce on his 
ear. He flarted up, lef^ Blifil to his fate, and Hew 
to Sophia, whom, while all the reft were running 
againft each other backward and forward, looking for 
water in the dry paths, he caught up in his, arms, and 
then ran away with her over the field to the rivulet 
above-mentioned ; where plunging himfelf into the 
water, he contrived to befprinkle her face, head,/ and 
neck, very plentifully. 

Happy was it for Sophia, that the fame confufioa 
which prevented her other friends from ferving her, 
prevented them likewifefrom obftruding Jones. He 
had carried 'her half ways before they knew^what he 
was doing, and he had adually reftored her to life be- 
-fore they reached the water-fide : fhe ftretched ou^t her 
arms, opened her eyes, and cried, ' Oh, heavens I* 
juft as her father, aunt, and the parfon came up. 

Jones, who had hitherto held this lovely burthen in 
his arms, now relinquifhed his hold ; but gave her at 
the fanie inftanta tender carefs, which, had her fenfet 
been then perfedly reftored, could not haveefcaped 
her obfervation. As fhe exprefi^ed, therefore, no dif-. 
pleafure at this freedom, we fuppofe flie was not fuffi- 
ciently recovered from her fwooi^ at the time. 

This tragical fcene was now converted into a fudden 
fcen'c of joy. In this our hero was, moft certainly^ 
the principal charader : for as he probably felt more 
ecftatic delight in having faved Sophia, than ihe her- 
felr received from being faved j lo^neithcr were the 
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congratulations paid to her equal to what were con- 
ferred on Jones, eipecially by Mr. Wedem himfelf^ 
who, after having once or twice embraced Ids daugh- 
ter, fell to hugging" and kiffing Jonesw- He called him 
Ihe preierver of Sophia, and declared there was no^ 
thing, except her, or his eftate, which he would not 
give him ; but upon recollection, he afterwards ex- 
cepted his fox-hounds, the Chevalier, and Mifs Slouch 
(for fo he called his favourite mare. > 

All fears for Sophia being now removed; Jones be- 
came- the objed of the 'fquire's coniideration. ' Come, 
' my Lad,* fays Weftern, * D'off th]^ quoat and waih 
' thy feace: for art in a devililh pickle, I promife 

* thee. Come, come, wafli thyfelf, and ihat go 
*■ huome with me; and we'l zee to vind thee another 

* quoat.' 

' Jones immediately complied, threw off his coat, 
went down- to th^ water, and wafhed both his face and 
bofom : for the latter was as much expofed, and as 
l^loody as the former : but though the water could 
clear off the blood, it could not remove the black and 
blue marks which Thwackum had imprinted on both 
his face and breail, and which, being difcerned by 
Sophia, drew from her a iigh, and a look full of inex- 
preilible tendernefs. 

* Jones received this full in his eyes, and it had infi- 
nitely a ilroneer effe£l on him than all the contusions 
which he had received before : An effect, however, 
widely different ; for fo foft and balmy was it, that, 
had all his former blows been ilabs^ it would for fome 
ittinutes have prevented his feeling their fmart. 

The company now moved backwards, and foon ar- 
rived where Thwackum had got Mr. Blifil again on 
his legs. * Here we cannot fupprefs a pious wim, that 
all quarrels were to be decided by tho^ weapons only, 
with which nature, knowing what is proper for us; 
hath fupplied us ; and that cold iron was to be ufed in 
digging no bowels, but thofe qf the earth. Then 
would war, the paftimc of monarchs, be almoft inof- 
fenfive, and battles between great armies might be 
fought at the particular /deiire of feveral ladies of qua- 
lity ; who, together with the. kings thcmfelvcs, mght 

be 
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be aftital f^eAators of the conllidL Then mig^Kt the 
field be this moment well ftrewed with human car- 
cafles, and the next, the dead men> or infinitely the 
greateft part of them, might get up, like Mr. Bayes's 
troops^ and march 'oiF either at the found of a drum or 
fiddfe, as ihould be previoufly agi'eed on. 

^ I would avoid, if poilible, treating this matter lu* 
dicroufly, led grave men and politicians, whom I 
know to be offended at a jeft, may cry pifh at it ; but, 
in reality, might not a battle be as well decided by 
the gi:eater number of broken heads > bloody nofea 
and black eyes, as by the greater heaps of mangled 
and murdered human bodies? Might not towns be 
contended for in the fame manner ? Indeed, this may 
be thoue^ht too detrimental a fcheme to the French in- 
tCTcA, ' unce they would thus lofe the advantage they 
have over other nations, in the fuperiority of their en- 
gineers : but when I confider the gallantry and gene- 
rofity of that people, I am perfuaded they would never 
decline putting themfelves upon a par with their ad- 
.verfary ; or, as the phrafe is, making themfelves his, 
match* 

But fuch reformations are rather to be wifhed than, 
hoped, fbr : I ihall content my felf, therefore^, with this 
ihort hint, and return to my narrative. . 

Weflern began now to enquire into the original riie 
of this quarrel. To which neither Blifil nor Jones^. 
gave any anfwer ; but Thwackum faid furlily, * I be- 
f lieve, the caufeis not far oiF : if you beat the buihes 

* well, you may find her.* * Find her 1' replied* 
Weflern, ' what have you been fighting for a wench ?* 

* Aik the gentlemfui in his waiftcoat there,' faid 
Thwackum, * he bell knows.* * Nay, then, cries. 
Weftern, * it is a wench certainly.— Ah, Tom, Tom; 
^ thou art a liquorifh dog,-— — «but come, gentlemen^ 
^ be all friends, and go hom^ with me, and jnake 

* final peace over a bottle.' ' I aft: your pardon. Sir,* 
fays Thwackum, ' it is no fuch flight matter for a man 
' of my charadler to be thus injurioufly treated, and 

* buffeted by a boy ; only beca^fe I would' have done 

* my duty, m endeavouring to deteft and bring^ to 

* juAice a wanton harlots but, indeed, the principal 
•' , ♦ fault 
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* fault lies in Mr. All worthy and. yoarfclf ; for, if 

* you put the laws in execution, as you ought to do, 

* you will foon rid the country of thefe vermin J' 

* I would as foon rid the country of foxes,* cries 
Weftcrn. • • I think we ought to encourage the rccrait- 

* ing thofe numbers which we arc every day lofing in 

* the war : but where is fhe ?—— -Prithee, Tom, Ihcw 

* me.' He then began to beat about, in the fame 
language, and in the j(ame manner, as if he had been 
beating for a hare, and at laft cried out,. * Soho ! Pufs 

* is not far off. Here's her fbrra, upon my foul.; I 

* believe I may cry ftole* away.* And indeed fo he 
might, for he had now difcovercd the place whcnc« 
the poor girl had, at the beginning of the fray, flolen 
away, upon as many feet as a hare generally ufes in 
travelling; 

'^ Sophia now defired her father to return home ; fay- 
ing, fhe found herfelf very faint, and apprehended a 
reiapfe. The *fhuirc immediately complied with his 
-daughter's reqiieft fforhe was the fondeilof parents.) 
He eamellly endeavoured to prevail with the whole 
company to go and. fup with him;. but Blifii and 
Thwackum abfolutely refuicd; the former faying; 
there were more reafons thaii he could then mention, 
why he muft decline this honour ; and the latter de- 
claring (perhaps rightly), that it was not proper for a., 
perfbn of his mn^ion to be fecit at any place in his 
prcfent condition. 

Jones was incapable of refufing the pleafure of be- 
ing with his Sophia. So on he marched with 'fquire 
Wcilem and his ladies, the parfoa bringing up the 
rear. This had, indeed, offered to tarry with his bro- 
ther Thwackum, profefling his regard for the cfoth 
would not permit him to depart ; but Thwackum 
Avould not accept the favour, and, with no great civi- 
lity, pufhed him after Mr. Weftern. 

Thus ended this bloody fray ; and thus Ihall end the 
fifth book of this hUlory. 
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CHAP.L 

Of Love* 

IN our laft book \ve have been obliged to deal f retty 
much with the paffion of love •, and in our fucceed-^ 
ing book, fhall be forced to handle this fubjedl ftill 
more largely. It may not, therefore, in thi^ place, 
be improper to apply ourfelves to the examination of 
that modern doilrine, by which certain philofophers, 
among many other wonderful difcoveHes, pretend to 
have found out, that there is ho~ fuch pailion in the 
human breaft. 

Whether thefe philofophers be the fame with that 
furpriiing feft, who are honourably mentioned by the 
late Dr. Swift; as having, by the mere force of genius 
alone, without the leail: ^fllAance of any kind of learn- 
ing, or even reading, difcovered that profound and 
invaluable fecret, that there is no God :' or whether 
t\ity are not rather the fame with thofe who, ibmc 
years iiri'ce, very much alarmed the world, by fhewing 
that there were no fuch things as virtue or goodiiels 
really exiiUng in human naturej and who deduced oar 
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beft a£tioii.s frpm pridcj I will not here prefume to de- 
tennine. la feaiity> I am inclined to fafpe6i> that 
all thefe fevenl finders o£ truth are the very identical 
men, who are by others called the £nders of gold. 
The method u&d in both thefe fearches after truths 
and after gold, being indeed one and the fame, viz^ 
the fearching, rummaging, and examining into a naftv 
"place ; indeed, ^ in the former iaiUnce<, into chcLna^ 
tieil of allr places, A bad mind.. 

But though in this particular, and perhaps in their 
fuccefs, the truth-finder, and the gold-fiiidcr, may 
rtry properly be compared together; yet in modefty, 
furely, there can be no comparifon between the two ; 
for who ever heard of a gold-finder that had the im- 
pudence or folly to aflert, from the ill iuccefs of his 
learch, that there was 'no fuch thinjg^ as gold in the 
world f whereas the truth- finder, having raked oat that 
Jakes, his own mind, and being there capable of tra- 
cing no ray of divinity, nor any thing virtuous, or 
good, or lovely, or loving, very fairly, honeftly, and 
logically concludes, that no fiich things exiil in the 
whole creation. 

To avoid, however, all contention, if poffible, 
^itji thefe philofopher^, if th^y will be called fo ; and 
to ^ew our .own difpbfition to accommodate matters 
peaceably between us, we fhall here make them fome 
concpflions, which may poQbly put an end to the dif^ 
pute. 

Firfl, we will gcant that many minds, and perhaps 
thofe of the philofophers, are entirely free from the 
leail traces of fuch a paffion. 

Sec^ondly, that what is commonly called love^ 
aamely, the d^flre of fatis^ing a voracious appetite 
"^ith a certain quantity o£ delicate white human flefli, 
is by no means that paflion for which I here contend. 
This is indeed more properly hunger ; and as no glut- 
ton is aihamed to apply the word love to his appetite,, 
and to fay he loves fuch and fuch difhes ; fo may the 
lover of this kina, with equal propriety, fay, he hun- 
C£RS after fuch and fuch women. 

Thirdly, I will grant, whith I believe will be a 
moft acceptable conccffion,. that this love for which I 

am. 
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am an adrocate^ though it fatisfi<s itfelf In a much 
axiore delicate manner^ doth neverthelefs feek its own 
iatisfaftion as much as the grofleft of all our appetites. 

And, laftly^ that this love, when it operates towardf 
one of a different fex," is vety apt, towards ^ts, com- 
plete gxatification, to call va the aid of that hunger 
which 1 have mentioned above ; and which it is fo far 
irom abating, that it heightens all its delights to a de« 

fjree fcarce imaginable by thofe who have never been 
uiceptible of any other emotions, than what havepro* 
ceeded from appetite alone. 

In return vto all thefe concefiions, I deiire of the 
philoibphers to grant, that there is in fome (I believe 
m many)- human breails, a kind and benevolent dif* 
pofition, which is gratified by c^tnl>tttittg t« the hap. 
pinefs of others. That in this gratification alone, as 
m friendship, in parental and Hlial affection, as indeed 
in general philanthfophy, there is a great and exqui* 
£te deiight. That if we will not call fach difpofition 
lore, we have no name for it. Thattkoogh the plea- 
fures arifing from fuch pure love may be heightened 
and fVectened by the affi (lance of amorous deilres, yc^t 
the former can fubfift alone, nor are they deftroyed by 
the intervention of the latter. Laftly, that efteem and 
gratitude are the proper motives to love, as youth and 
beauty are to deiire ; and therefore though fuch de* 
fire may naturally ceafe, when age or ficknefs over- 
takes its obje£l ; yet thele can have no effcdl on love, 
nor ever fhake or remove from a good mind, that fen- 
fation or pailioA which hath gratitude and elleem for 
its ba/Is. ' . " 

To deny the exiftence of ^ pafiion of which we ofteii 
fee manifefi: inflaiices, feems to be ^ very Grange and 
abfurd ; and can indeed proceed only from that felf- 
admonition which we have mentioned above : but how 
unfair is this ? Doth the maii who recognizes in his 
own heart no traces of avarice or ambition/ conclude 
therefore that there are no fuch pailions in human na- 
ture ? Why will we not modeftly obferve the fame rule 
in judging oflthe good, as well as the evil of others > 
Or why, in any cafe, will we, as Shakefpear phrafea 
it, * put the world in our own perfon ?» 
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Predominant vanity is. Lam afraid, too much con« 
cerned here. This is one in^ance of that adulation 
which we beilpw on our own minds, and this almoft ' 
linivcrfally. For there is fcarce any man, how much 
foever he may defpife the character pf a flatterer, but 
will condefcend in the meaneft manner to flatter him- 
felf. 

To thofe, therefore, 1 apply for the truth of the 
above obfervations, whofe own minds caa bear tefti- 
aony to what I have advanced. 

Examine your heart, my good reader, and refolve ' 
whether you do believe thele matters with me. If 
you do, you may now proceed to their exempli ficatioa 
in the following pages ; if you do not, you have, I 
aflure you, already read more than you have under- 
ilood ; and it would be wifer to purine your buflnefs, 
or your pleafures (fuch.as they are) than to throw 
awav any more of your time in reading what you can 
neither tafle nor comprehend. To treat of the effefts 
pf love to you, muft be as abfurd as to difcourfe on 
colours to a man bom blind ; flnce poflibly^our idea 
of love may be as abfurd as that which we are told fuch 
. blind man once entertained of the colour fcarlet : that 
colour fee^ned to him to be very much like the found 
of a trumpet : and love probably may, in your opi- 
nion, very greatly refemble adifli of foup, or a fir-loia' 
ofroafl-beef. 

CHAP. n.. 

The chamber of Mrs. Weftem, Her great httming and 
. kno'wleiige of the 'world ^ and an infiance of the deep ft* 
xetration ifjhiclijbe derived from thofe advantages* 

TH £ reader hath feen Mr. Weftern, his Miti, 
and daughter, with young Jones, tind the par* 
fon, going together to Mr. Wellern's houfe, where 
the greater part of the company fpent the evening 
with much joy and feftivity. Sophia was indeed the 
only grave perfon ; for as to Tones, though. love had 
npw gotten entire po/Teiiion of his heart, yet the plea- 
fiiig rcflcOion on Mr, AUw^Qf thy'« iwsfi^rY^ and the 

pre- 
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prefence of his miArefs^ joined to foxne tender looks 
which flie now and then could not refrain from giving 
hiin, fo elvevaled our hero,* that he joined the mirth 
©f the other three, who were perhaps as good hu- 
moured peoplp as any in the world. 

Sophia retained the feme gravity of countenance the 
next' morning at breakfaft; whence ihe retired like- . 
wife earlier than- ufual> leaving her father and aunt 
together. The 'fquire took no notice of this change 
in his daughter's difpofition. To fay the truth, 
though lie was fomewhat of a politician, and had been 
twice a<:andidate in the country interefl at ah ele£iion« 
he was a man of no great obfervation. His fifter was 
a lady of a different turn. She had lived about the 
Court, and had feen the world. Hence fhe had ac- 
quired all that "knowledge which the (aid world ufuall/ 
comm.unicates : and was a perfeA miflrefs of manners, 
cufloms, ceremonies^ and fafhions ; nor did her eru- 
dition flop her. She had confiderably improved her 
jnind by iiudy ; (he had not only read all the modern 
pla^s, operas, oratorios, poems, and romances ; in all 
which ihe was a critic ; but had gone through Rapin'6 
Hiftory tof England, Eachard's Roman Hiftdry, and 
many French Memoires four /er^vtr a J* Hiftoire ; to thefe 
ihe had added mod of the political pamphlets and jour- 
nals, publiihed within the lafl twenty ^ears. From which 
file had attainjbd a very competent ikill in politics, and 
could difcourfevery learnedly on the affairs of Europe. 
She was moreover excellently well fkilled in . the doc- 
trine of amour, -and knew better than anybody who 
and who^ere together.: a knowledge which ihe the 
more eaiily attained, as hier purfuit of it was never di- 
verted by any affairs of her own ; for either fhe had no 
inclinations, or they had never been folicited ; which 
lail is indeed very probable : for her mafcuHne perfon, 
which was near fix foot high, added to her manner 
and learning, poffibly prevented the other fex /rom 
regarding her, notwithftanding her petticoats, in the 
li^t of a woman. However, as ihe had confldered 
the matter fcientifically, ihe p«rfeftly well knew, 
t^iough ihe had never praftifed them, all the arts 
which fine ladies ufe when they deiire to give encou- 

ragementft 
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^^gemmt, or to conceal Iiking« wiA all the long ap* 
pendage of fmilts, ogles, glances^ &c« as tkey are at 
prefeoc pra£ti(ed In the beau mbnde« . To fEm' the 
i^olcj no fppdes of diiguiie or aifedation had tfcaped 
her notice ; but as to the plain fimple workings of 
honeft.naturejt.as (he had never, feea any fachj fiie 
could know but little of them* 

By means of this wonderful (agacity^ Mrs. Weftem 
had now, as fhe thought, made a diibovery of fome* 
thing in the. mind of Sophia. The firH hint of this 
Ae took from the behaviour of the young lady in the 
iield of battle : and the fufpipion which the then con- 
ceived, was greatly corroborated by fome obfervations 
which ihe had made that evening and the next morn- 
ing. However, being gr^tly cautions to avoid be- 
ing found in a miftake, ihe carried the fecret a whole 
fortnight in her bofom, giving <mly fome oblique 
hints, by fimpering, winks, nods, and now and then 
dropping an obfcure word, which indeed Aii&ciently 
alarmed Sophia, but did not at all affe^ her brother. 

Being at length, however* thoroughly fatisfied of 
the truth of her obfervation, ihe took an opportunity, 
one morning, when ihe was alone with her brother, 
to'interrupt one of his whiitles in the following man-< 
ner, 

* Pray, brother, have yon not obferved- fomething 

* very extraordinary in my niece lately ?* 'No hot I,' 
anfwered Weftern ; * I^ any thine the matter with the 
^ girl ?' * I think there is>* replies ihe, * and fome-r 

* thing of much cpnfequence too.' ' Why (he dotk 

* not complain of any tning,* cries Weftcm, ' and /he 

* hath had the fmall pox.' * Brother,' returned ihe, 
' girls are liable to other didempers beiides the fmall 

* pox, and fometimes poilxbly to much wprfe.' Here 
Weftern interrupted her with much eameilnefs, and 
begged her, if an^ thing ailed his daughter, to ac- 
quamt him immediately, adding, ' ihe knew he loved 
< her more than his own foul, and that he would fend 

* to the world's end for the beil phyiician to her/ 

* Nay, nay,* anfwere4 ihe, fmiling, * the 4iftcii^P^^ 
' is not fo terrible; but I believe, brother,"you ar^ 
« convinced I know the world, and I promifc you t 

' was 
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was never more deceived in my life, if my niece be 
not moft defperately in love.' « How, in love/ crie* 
Weftern, in a paffion^ * in love without acquainting 
^ me ! 1*11 difinherit her, I'll turn her out^ of doors,, 
ftark naked, without a farthing. Is all my kind- 
nefs vor 'ur, and vondnefs o'ur coine to this, to fall 
in love without afking me leave ?' * But you will not,*^ 
anfwcred Mrs. Weftern, ' turn this daughter, whom 
you love better than your own foul, out of doors» 
before you know whether you Ihall approve her 
choice. Suppofe (he (hould have fixed on the very 
perfon whom you yourfelf would wifh, I hope yoix 
would not be angry then.' No, no,' cries Weftern, 
that would make a difference. I£ fhe marries the 
man I would ha' her, fhe may love whom flae pleafes, 
I fhan't trouble my head about that.' ' That is 
fpoken,' anfwered the fitter, * like a fenfible man. but 
I beKeve the very perfon fhe hath chofen^ would be 
the very perfon you would chufe for her. I will 
difclaim all knowledge of the world if it is not fo : 
and I believe, brother, you will allow I have fome.* 
Why lookee, filler,' faid Weftern, ' I do believe you 
have as much as any woman ; and to be fure thofe 
are women's matters. You know I don't love to 
hear you talk about politics, they belong to us, and- 
petticoats fhould not meddle : but come, who is the 
man ?' ' Marry,' faid fhe, * yon may find him out 
yourfelf, if you pleafe. You, who are fo great a po- 
litician, can be at no great lofs. The judgment 
which can penetrate into the cabinets of princes* 
and difcover the fecret fp rings which move the great 
ftate wheels in all the political machines of Europe, 
muil furely, with very little difficulty, find out what 
pafTes in the rude uninformed mind of a girl.' ' Sif- 
ter,' cries the 'fquire, * I have often warned you not 
to talk the coiirt gibberifh to me. I tell you, I 
don't underftand the lingo; but I can read a journal ,^ » 
or the London Evening- Poft. Perhaps, inde#d, there 
may be now and tan a verfe which I can^t make much 
of, becaufe half the letters are left out ; yet I know 
very well what is meant by that, and that our affairs 
don't go fo well as they ihould do, becaufe of Bri- 
Vol. VII. M bery 
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* beryand corruption/ * I pity yoar country igno- 
' ranee from my hearty' cries tbc lady* 'Do yoji.' 
anfwered Wefiem, ^ and I pity your town learning ; 
' I had ratLex be any thing than a courtier^ and a pref- 
' byterian* and a hanoverian too, as fome people, I 
' believe^ are.* * If you mean me,' anTwered. fhe, 
'you know I am a woman, brother ; and it Signifies 

* nothing what I am. Bcfides ■ * I do know you 
' arc a woman 9' cries the *fquire, ' and it is well for 
' thee, that art one ; if hadft been a man, I promife 

* thee I had lent thee a flick long ago.' ' Ay, there/ 
faid ihe, * in that flick lies all you fancied fuperiori. 

* ty. Your bodies, and not your brains, are ttronger 
' than ours. Believe me, it is well for you that you 
' are able to beat us ; or, fuch is the foperlority of 

* our underflandingy we ihould make all of yon what 

* the brave and wife, and witty, and polite arc al- 
* ready — our jlaves.* * I am glad I know your mind,' 

anfwered the 'fquire, * but we'll taik more of this 

* matter , another, time. At prefent, do tell me what 
' man it is you mean about ray daughter.* Hold a 
moment, faid fhe, * while I digeft that fbvereign con- 

* tempt I have for your fex j or elfe I ought to be an- 

* gry too with you. Ther e ' -I have made a fha^t to 
^ gulp it down. And now, good politic Sir, what 

* think you of Mr. Bliiil ? Did ihe not faint away oa 

* fteing him lie breathlefs on the ground ? Did fhe not, 

* after he was recovered, turn pale a^ain the mo- 

* ment we came up to that part of the field where he 
' ftood \ And pray what elfe fliould be the occafion of 

* all her melancholy that night at fupper, the next 

* morning, and indeed ever fmce?' ' Fore George !' 
cries the 'fquire, now you mind me on't, I remem^ 
^ ber it all. It is certainly fo, and I am glad on't, 
' with all my heart. I knew Sophy was a good girl, 
^ and would not fall in love to make me angry, I was 

* never more rejoiced in my life : for nothing can lie 

* fo hand v together as our two eftates. I had this mat- 

* tcr in njy head fome time ago ; for certainly the two 

* eiWes are in a manner joined together in matrimony 

* aitcady, and it would be a thoufand pities to pa^t 
' lUcm. It is troe^ indeed^ there be largej ella;tcs in 

. • . the 
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the kingdom, but not in this country, and I had ra- 
ther bate fomething, than marry my daughter among 
ilrangers and foreigners, fieiides moft o' zuch great 
eliates bs in the hands of lords, and I hate the very 
name of themmun. Well but, fifter, what would 
you advife me to do: for I tell you women know 
thefe matters better than we do ?* ' O your humble 
fervanlj Sir,' anfwered the lady, ' we are obliged 
to you for allowing us a capacity in any thing. Since 
you are pleafed then, moil politic Sir^ to aik my 
advice, I think you may propofe the match to All- 
worthy yourfelf. There is no indecorum in the 
propofal's coming from the parent q{ either fide. 
King Akinous, m Mr. Pope's Odyfley, offers his 
daughter to, Ulyfles, I need not caution fo politic 
a perfon not to fay that your daughter \% in lov^ ; 
** that would indeed be againft all rules,' * Well,* 
faid the 'fquire, ' I will propofe it j but I ihail cer- 

* tainly lend un a flick if he ihould refufe me/ 

* Fear not, cries Mrs. Weftern, ' the match is too 

* advantageou6 to be refufed,' * I don't know that,* 
anfwered the 'fquire, * Allworthy is a queer b — ch, 

* and money hath no eiFeft o'un,' * Brother,' faid 
the lady, ' your politics aftonifli me. Arc you really 

* to hirlmpofcd on by profeffions > Do you think Mr. 
' AHworthy hath more contempt for money than other 

* nlen, becaufe he profefles more? Such credulity 

* would better become one of us weak women, thaa 

* that wife fex which heaven hath formed for politi- 

* clans. Indeed, brother, you would make a,i5n^ 
' ^lenipo to negociate with the French. They would 

* foon perfuade you, that they take towns out of mere 

* defenfive principles.' ' Siller,' anfwered the 'fquire, 
with much fcorn, * let your friends at court anfwcr 

* for the towns taken ; as you are a woman, I (hall 

* lay no blame upon you ; for I fuppofe they are wifer 

* than to truft women with fecrets.* He acconu>anied 
this with fo fardaftical a laugh, that Mrs. Weflern 
could bear no longer. She had been all this time fret- 
ted in a tender part (for Ihe wis indeed very deepdy 
{killed in thefe matterf, and very violent in them) and 
ihcxeforc burU forth in a rage» de<:lared her brother lo 
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1>e both a clown ?ind a blockhead, and that flie would 
flay no longer in his houfe. 

The *fquire, though perhaps he had never read Ma- 
chiavel, was, however, in many points, a per fed po- 
litician. He ftrongly held all thofe wife tenets, which 
are fo well incalcated in that Politico-Peripatetic fchool 
of Exchange-alley. He knew the jnft value and only 
ufe of moneyi viz. to lay it up. He was likewife 
vrell ikilled in the txz€t value of reveriions, expeda- 
tions. Sec. and had often confidered the amount of his 
iifter's fortune, and the chance he or his pofterity had 
of inheriting it. This he was infinitely too wife to fa- 
crifice to a trifling refcntment. Wiicn he founds there- 
fore, he had carried matters too far, he began to think 
of reconciling them.: which was no very difHcult tafk, 
as the lady had great afTedibn fot her brother, arid flill 
greater for her niece ; and though too fufceptible of 
an affront offered to her fkill in politics, on which Oie 
much valued herfelf, was a woman of a very extraor- 
dinary good and fweet difpofition. 

Having firft, therefore, laid violent hands on the 
horfes, wr whofe efcape from the ftable no place but 
the window was left open ; he next applied himfelf to 
his fifter, fbftened and foothed her, by unfaying all he 
had faid, and by affertions dirtSly contrary to thofe 
ivhich had incenfed her. Ladly, he fummdned the 
eloquence of Sophia to his affiflance, who befides a 
moft graceful and winning addrefs,' had the advantage 
of bemg heard with great favour and partiality by her 
aunt. 

The refult of the whole was a kind fmile from Mrs. 
Weftern, who faid, * Brother, you are abfblutely a 

• perfeft Croat ; but as thofe have their ufe in the army 

• of the emprefs queen, fo you likewife have fomc 

* good in you. I will therefore once more flgn a trea- 
' ty of peace with you, and fee that you do not in- 

* fringe it on your fide ; at leaft, as you are fo excel- 
' lent a politician, I may expeft you will kfeep your 

^ * leaguesy like the French, till your intercfl calls upon 
' you to break them.' 
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. , . CoH/ainiMg'tstv^ defiantu fatht.trttus* 

THp 'iquire having' fettled matters with lib fiftcr^ 
as< we liaye ieeii in (he lail chapier* was fo great- 
ly iiBpdti^l to canxmunicate the pr^^pofal to Allwoi^- 
thy, that Mr&...Weilem had the utmoft difficulty to 
prevfnt. hiip^ifrpm ;¥i/itiRgt thtt gemleman.iB lii$ ^ck- 
nefsj, for this, purpofe. ,1 ! .. . , 

JM^r iVU^o^thyhad heea. engaged to dine with Mr* 
\Yefl8iin latlhe. tjaie i^^hen he was taJccgijilki/He wis 
tl^evsfore no fopnerdifch^rged out of the xuibody.iif 
pi^y&Cjbut he thought. (as was ufaal withiiim on ail 
occailQ»f9 jt^othrthehigheilaad the loweft) offuiiiliiug 
his e^gftgofneat* . . / ' 

Ji\ thS? i^teivai bef««een.the tiine/of. the *diafogtic in 
th>f^^.^(i chapie^, andl Uiiii day ofpttbiio^atertainmeai, 
Sophia Hadi, £rot]»:cer^^n obibtlro hints it hrdven. out :by 
her,avif%t4£^9ll^f^fsd fomft ap^fehen£oik thatitke^faga- 
cLo.tts ia#y JMpie^Jed hej::.paihi)if for jfoiBea.': She ftow 
rcfolyejci tp take, this opportjunitylof wiping out all fux>h 
ri:(fpi<^fti)« ^Xiii ik^r. that, pupotfei to |>at an entire icon- 
ftrain^ .on her Wi^iour. Jo • ' .... 
Firft, ihe ^iitdcavp^red to, conceal a throbbing me- 
lai^b^ly heajt 'with -the:,utnioft: fprightlinefs in her 
oouij^t^naac^y, a^nd i&e Jiighcsfl gaiety, in rher mannieF. 
.5/jc0^41yiifte..j|4ire^d:. her: whole. difcourft to Mf. 
3 liiiU. ,^ti^ f t0Gj( Bi^l the baft notice of poor Jones the 
whole day. • , ' » 

ThQ jfquirfi was fo delighted with this condtifl of 
his danghtOTy tjaat he fcarce eat any dinner, and fpent 
almQft».iii6 .Wihole time* in watching dpportvinities of 
con.veyiftg iigns of his approbation- by -winks :and nods 
to \a% Tifter, who w!as not. at firft altogether ib pleafod 
withjwdiat fhie few -ai washer brcWier, 

In fhort, . Sophia fo greatly overaAed her _part, that 
her. aunt was At. fir it ftaggex:ed,' and began to fufpe^ 
fonje affeftatic© in her niece ; but as Ihe was.herfelf a 
woman of great art, fo Ihe foon attributed this to' e^. 
I'tireme ^rt in Sophia. She remembered the many hints 

M 3 . fhe 
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Ac had given her niece concerning her being in love, 
and imagined the young lady had taken this way to j 
tally her out of her opinion, by an ov crafted civility ; ^ 
a notion that was great iy corroborated by the exceiTive 
gaiety with which the whole way accompanied. We 
«ann0t here avoid remarking that this conjefture would 
have been better foondcd, had Sophia lived ten yean 
in the air of' Grofvenor-iquare, where young ladies do 
learn a wondcrfol Icnadkof rallying and playing with i 
•that paffion, which is a mighty ieri^us tiung in woods ^ 
and groves an hundred miles diftant from 'London. - 

To fay the truth, in difcov^ring the deceit of others, 

it matters mvcK that our own art be woQn4 up, if I 

.may ufe tlne'expreflion, in the fame key with theirs: 

ibr very artful men fomevitpe's mifcarry by fancying 

ttthers wiiei:, or ^izv -other vf^rds, greater 4cn«ves than 

they really are. As this obfervation i* pretty deep, 

.1 will iliuftrate it with the following fiioi't ftory. Three 

. conn trymeft' were purfuiag a Wiltfliire tliief throtrgh 

\2rentfosd. . The fimpleU of «heai feeing the Wiltihire 

•lioufe written andcv-a (ign, advifed his ^elnphanioms to 

'enter it, for there moft probably they iMOold 'ifind then- 

CPU n try man .^ The fecond, who was wifer, laughed 

at this fiimplicityi but ihp third, who w»s wifer- Oill, 

anfwered, ' Let us go in, however, for he may think 

.* we ihoiild not {atptCt him of going amongiljois own 

-/ countrymen.' They accordingly went in, and fearch> 

ed the houfe, apd by that means miffed overtaking 

.the thief, who was, at that time, btft a little, way be> 

tfore them ; and who, as they all knew, but had never 

once receded, could not read. 

The reader will pardon a digrefiion in which fo in- 
valuable a fecxet i& communicated, fincQ every game- 
fier will agree how necef&ry it it. to kniow exa&ly the 
play of another, in order to countermine him^ This 
will, moreover,, aford a teafoa why tKe wifer man, as 
is often feen, is the bubble Of the weaker, and wh^ 
many £raple and innocent charaders aj^ fo generally 
mifunderuood, and mifreprefented ; but what is molt 
. materia], this will account for the deceit wh^ch Sophia 
p«t oa her politic amit^ 

Diawf 
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Ditincr being ended, and the company retired into 
the garden, Mr. Wellcrn, who was thoroughly coa- 
vittced of the certainty of what his lifter had told him, 
took Mr. Allwarthy ailde, and very bluntly propofed 
a match between Sophia and young Mr. BlifiL 

Mr. A II worthy was not one of thofe men, whofe 
hearts flutter at any unexpedled and fudden tidiiigs of 
worldly profit. His mind was, indeed, tempered 
with that philofophy which becomes a man and a 
chriftian. He afFefted no abfolnte fuperrority to all 
pleafure and pain, to all joy and grief; but was nor 
at the fame time to be difcompofed and ruffled by. 
every accidental blaft ; by every fmile or frown of for-' 
tune. He received, therefore, Mr. Weffern's propo* 
fal without any vifible emotion, or without any alte- 
ration of countenance. He (aid, the alliance wa> 
fuch as he fincerely wifhed, then launched forth into a 
very juft encomium on the young lady's merit ; ac- 
knowledged the offer to be advantageous in point of 
fortune ; and after thanking Mr. Weftern for the good 
opinion he had profefled of his nephew, concluded, 
that if the young people liked each other, he fiiould be 
very defirous to complete the affair. 

Weftcrn was a little difappointed at Mr, Allworthy't 
anfwcr, which was not fo warm as he expefted. He 
treated the doubt whether the young people might likr 
one another with great contempt ; faying, ' That pa- 

* rents were the la|ft j udges of proper matches for their 
' children ; that, for his part, he Ihould infifl on the 

* moil refigned obedience from his daughter ; arid if 

* any young fellow could refufe fuch a bedfellow, he 
' was his hujnble fervant, and hoped there was no 

* harm done.' 

Allworthy endeavoured to foften this refentment hj 
many elogiums on Sophia ; declaring, he had no 
doubt but that Mr. Blifil would very gladly receive 
the offer; but all was ineffedual, he could obtain no. 
ether anfwer from the 'fquire but — * I fay no more— 

* I humbly hope there's no harm done— that's alL* 
Which wcM'ds he repeated at leafl; a hundred times be- 
fore they parted » 
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Allworthy was too well acqaainted with his neigh 
bour to be offended at this behaviour ; and though he 
was {q averfe to the rigour which fome parents exer- 
cife on their children in the article of marriage, that 
he had refolvcd never to force his nephew's mclina- 
tions^ he was neverthelefs much pleafed with the pl-of- 
pe^ of this anion : for the whole country refounded 
the praifes of Sophia^ and he had himfelf greatly ad- 
mired the uncommon endowments of both her mind 
and perfon. To which, I believe we may add, the 
4:onfideration of her vail fortune, which, though he 
was too fober to be intoxicated with it, he was too 
fcnfible todefpife. 

And her^ in defiance of all the barking critics in 
the world, I mud and will introduce a digredion con- 
cerning true wiidom> of which Mr. Allworthy was in 
.reality as ^reat a pattern as he was of goodnefs. 

True wifdom then, notwithi^aniiing all which Mr. 
Hogarth *s poor poet may have writ a gain H riches, and 
in ipight of all which any richj welUfed divine may 
llave preached againfl pleafure, coniiils not in the con- 
tempt of either of thefe. A man may have as much 
wifdom in the pofTefHon of an affluent fortune, as any 
^gga^f ^n the ilreets ; or may enjoy a handfome wife 
or a hearty friend, and flill remain as wife as any four 
f opifh reclufe, who buries all his focial faculties, and 
ftarve$ his belly while he well Ia(hes his back. 

. To fay truth, the wifeft man is ^e likelieft to po^ 
fefs all worldly blefiings in an eminent degree : for as 
that moderation which wifdom prefcribes is the furefl 
way to ufeful wealth ; fo can it alone cjualify us to talle 
many pleafures. The wife man gratifies every appe- 
tite and every paffion, while the fool facrifices all the 
xefl to pall and fatiate one. 

It may be obje6bed, that very wife men have been 
notorioufly avaricious. I anfwer. Not wife in that 
iiiftance. It may likewife be faid. That the wifeil 
^en have been, in their youth, immoderately fond of 
pleafure, I anfwer. They were not wife then, 

Wifdom, in ihort, whofe lefibns have *-»en repre- 
fented as fo hard to learn by thofe who never werct at 
her fchoolj only teaches us. to extend a &mpl^ maxim 

univcr- 
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umverfally known and followed even in the loweft life,. 
a little farther than that life carries it. And this is 
not to buy at too dear a price. 

Now, whoever takes this . maxin abroad with him- 
into the grand market of the world, and conftantly 
applies it to honours, to riches, to pleafures, and to- 
every other commodity which that market affords, is, - 
I will venture to affirm, a wife man; and muft be fa 
acknowledged in the worldly fenfe of the word : for 
he makes the beil of bargains ; iince in reality he pur- 
chafes every thing at the price only of a little trouble,. 
and carries home ail the gobd things I have mentioned, 
while he keeps his health, his innocence, and his re- 
putation,- the common prices which are paid for them» 
by others,- entire and to himlelf. 

From this moderation, likewife, he learns two other 
IciTons, which compltte his character, Firfk, never to* 
be intoxicated when he hath made the belt bargain,. 
nor deje£led when the market is empty, orwhenit* 
commodities are too dear for his purchafe* 

But I muft remember on what fubjeft I am writing,, 
and not trefpafs too far on the patience of a good na- 
tured critic^ Heje therefore I put an end to the chap- 
^f t. 

CHAP. IV. 
Containing fundry curious matUrS" 

AS fpon as Mr. Allworthy returned home, he toofc 
Mr. Blifil apart,, and after fome preface, com- 
municated to him the propofal which had been mad& 
by Mr. Weftern, and, at the fame time, informed 
him how agreeable this match would be to himfelf, 

The charms of Sophia had not made the leaft im- 
preilion on Blifil i not that his heart was pre-engaged ;. 
neither was he totally infenfible of beauty,, or had any 
averfion to women ; but his appetites were, by nature, 
fo moderate, that he was able, by philofiephy or by 
fiudy,. or by fome other method, eafily to fubdue 
them i and as to that paifioa which we have treated oF 
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in t&e firft chapter of this book, he^had aot the leall 
tinftiire of. it iahu whole compoiitioiu. 

But though he was {o eninly five from that mixed 
paflion, of which' we- thece treated, and of vuhich the 
virtues and beauty of Sophia formed fo nofobid an ob^ 
je£t ; yet was he altogether as well fumiibed- withibme 
other paflions, that promifed themfdves very full gra^ 
tiHcatiOB in the young lady/s fortune^ Such were ava- 
rice and ambition, which divided thrdominion of the 
mind between them. He had more than/ onc& con fi- 
dered the poffeffion of this fortune as- a •very defirable 
thine, and.had.eatertained fome dtftant. views cootern- 
ing It : but his own.youtkand that o^the^young lady, 
and indeed pitncipally a . refledion that-Mr. Weftern 
might marry again, and have more childreir^. had re" 
ftrained him from toahaity or eager a pursuit. 

Thi|» laft and moil material ^objedion was jiow is 
a great meafure removed,, as the ppopofal caiae from 
Mr. Weftern himfelf. Blifil, therefore,, after a very 
ihort hefitation,.anfwercd Mr. Allworrfiy, .that matri- 
mony was a fubjed.on which he had not yet thought: 
but that he was fo fenfxble of his friendly and fatherly 
care, that he fkftttld'in.all tlnngsfiibmitlum^^tohis 
pleafure. 

Allworthy was naturally a man of fpirit, and his 
prefent gravity arofe from. true wifdom and philofophy, 
not firom any original phlegm in hi§ difpofition ; for 
he had po/Teffed much 6re itirhis youth, and had mar- 
ried a beautiful woman for love. He was not, there- 
fore, greatly pleafed with this cold anrwer.of-bis nf- 
phew ; nor could he help launching forth into the 
praifes of Sophia, and exprefling feme wonder that the 
heart of a young man could be impregnable to the 
force of fuch charms^ unlefs it was g u;ir ded by fome 
prior affeftjom 

Blifil affured hint hej had no fiich gnard ; and then 
proceeded to diicoui»fe fo wifely and religioiifly on love 
and marriage, that he would have- llopt' the mouth of 
a piirent much leG devoutly inclined than was his un- 
cle. In the end, ihe good man was fatisfied, that his 
nephew, far from having any obje^ions to Sophia, 
had that cilecm for her/.whi^ in fober and virtuouj 

minds 
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minds is the fare foundation of friendlhip and love* 
And as he doubted not but the lovei^would> in a lit- 
tle time» become altogether- as agreeable to his mif' 
trcfs, he foreiaw great happincfs arifing to all parties 
by fo proper and defirable an union. With Mr. Bli* 
fil's confent, therefore, he wrote the next morning to* 
Mr. Weftem, acquainting him that his nephew had^ 
very thankfiilly and gladly received ehe propoikl, and 
would be ready to wait on the young lady,, whenever* 
fhe ihould be pleafed to accept his vifit. 

Wefterxv was- much pleafed with this letter;, and im- 
mediately returned an anfwer ; in which, without hav-- 
iirg mentioned a word to his datighter,. he appointetl* 
that very afternoon for opening the (bene of courtihip. 

As foon as he had difpatched this meiTengery he went 
in quefl of hi6 After, whom he found leading and ex* 
pounding th« Gazettertoparfon Supple. To this expo-^ 
fition he was obliged to attend near a quarter of sm^ 
hour, though wi«i grea^ violence to h" natural inr- 
petuoiity, before he was fufftised to fpealc At length- 
however,, he found an opportunity of acquainting the 
kdy,. that he had bufincfs o^ great confequence to im- 
part to her; to which (he anfwered„ * Brother, I am- 

* entirely at your Tervke.. Things look fo well in the- 

* North that I was never in a better humoiur.* 

The parftm then withdrawing, Weftern acquainted'' 
her with all which had pafled, anddefired he* to com- 
municate the affair to Sophia, which fhe readily aniL 
chearfulfy undertook ; though perhaps her brother was 
a little obliged to that agreeable northern afpeft which:, 
had fo delighted. her, that he heard no comment on hw^^ 
proceedings ; for they, were certainly fomewKat- too* 
hally and. violent. 

* 

CHAP. V. 

ln<ivhicb ii rehiteJ what faffed hetixeen Sophia, and bar 

SOPHIA was in her chamber reading, wlien Eerr 
aunt came in. The -moment fli« faw Mrs.. Wef- 
tern, flie ftiui the book with fo muchrcagemefa, that: 
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the good lady could not forbear a&ing her, what book 
that was which ihe feemed fo much afraid of ihewing I 

* Upon my word. Madam >' anfwered Sophia, f it is 
' a book which I am neither a(hamed» nor afraid tc^ 

* Own I have read. It is the produ^oa of a young 

* lady of fafhion, whofe good underilandingy I think» 
' doth honour to her fex, and whoie good heart is an 
^ honour to human nature.' Mrs. Weftern then took 
up the book, and immediately after threw it down, 
faying,' * Yes, the author is of a very good fami* 

* ly ; but ihe is not much among people one knows. 

* 1 have never read it ; for the beft judges fay, there is 

* not much in it.' / 1 dare not, Madam^ fet up my 
' own opinion,' fays Sophia> ' againfl the beft jadges, 
^ but there appears to me a gi^at deal of human nature 
^ in it ; and in many parts fo much true tendernefs 

* and delicacy, that it hath coft me many a tear.' * Ajr 

* and do you love to cry then ?' fays the aunt. ' I 
"• love a tender fenfation,' anfwered the niece, * and 

* would pay the price of a tear for it at any time.* 

* Well, but (hew me,' faid the aunt, * what was you 

* reading when I came in ; there was fomething very 
*. tender in that, I believe, and very loving tcxo* You 

* blufh, my dear Sophia. Ah ! Child, yen (hbuld 

* read books, which would teach you a little hypocri- 
^ fy, which would inftrndt you how to hide yoMr 

* thoughts a little better.' * I hope. Madam,' an- 
iwered Sophia, ' I have no thoughts which I ought ta 
f be alhamed of difcovering^' • Aihamed ! no,' cries 
the aunt, * 1 don't tKink you have any thoughts which 

* you ought to be aihamed of;, and yet, child, yoii 

* blufticd iuft now when I mentioned the word Loving.. 

* Dear Sophy, be aifured you have not one thought 
-• which I am not well acquainted with ; as well^ child,, 

* as the French are with our motions, long before we 

* put them in execution. Did you think,, child,' be- 

* cauie you have been able toinipofe upon your father, 

* that you could impefe upon me I Do you imagine I 

* did not know the reafon ©f your overbading all that 

* friend/hip for Mr. Blifil yefterday I I have feen a 

* little tfK) much of the world, to be fo deceived* 

* Nay, i»y^. do aox blufh agaiiu 1 tell you it is a 

* pallida 
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* paffion you need not be afhanted of..... ■ .. I t i& a paA 

• iion. I myieli approve, and have already brought 
' your father into the approbation of it. Indeed I 
' folely confider your inclination ; for I would always 

• Kave that gratified, if poiUble, though one may fa- 

• crifice higher profpefts. Come, I have news which 

• will delight your very foul. Make me your confi- 

• datit, and I will undertake yo^u Ihall be happy to the 

* very extent of your wilhes.' * La Madam/ fa)^s 
Sophia, looking more fobliihly then ever fhe did in 
lier life, ' I know not what to fay. — Why, Madani> 

* fliOuldyou fufped?*— * Nay, no difhonefty,* return- 
ed Mrs. Weilern. * Confider, you are fpeaking* to 

* one of your own fex, to an aunt, and I hope you 

• are convinted you fpeak to a frisnd. Confider, you 

• are only revealing to me what I know already, and 

* what I plainly faw yefterday through that moft art- 

* ful of all difguifes, which you had put on, and. 
•^ which muHhave deceived any one who had not per- 

• feAly known the world. Lallly, confider it is a 

* pa£&on which I highly approve.' * La Madam,* 
fays Sophia, * you come upon one fo unawares,. 

* and on a fudden. To be fure. Madam, I am not 

• blind,— and certainly, if it be a fault to fee all hu- 

* man pcrfeftions affembled together.— "But is it pof- 

• fible my father and you. Madam, can fee with my 

* eyes ?* * I tell you, anfwered the aunt, we do en- 

• tirtJ|^ approve ; and this very afternoon your father 

* hatii appointed for you to receive your lover?* ' My 

* father, this afternoon 1' cr4es Sophia, with the 
blood ftarting from her face. — ' Yes,, child,' faid the- 
aunt, * this afternoon. You know the impetuofity 
' of my brother's temper. I acquainted him witk 
' the paffion which I firit difcovered in you tliafit even 

• ing when you fainted away in ^he field ► I ikw it ia 

• your fainting. I faw it immediately upon your re 

' covery. I faw it that evening at (upper, and the 

• next morning at brcakfaftl (you know, child, I 

* have fecn the world.) Well, I no fodner acquaint- 

• cd my brother, but he immediately wanted to pro- 

* pofe it to A 11 worthy]. He propofed it yefterday » 

* Allworthy confcnted, (as to be fure he muft with 
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' joy) and this afternoon, I tell. jrou» you are to put 

* on all yoor beft airs.' ' This stftemoonl' cries 
' Sophia. Dear annt, yon frighten me oat of my 

* fenfes.' * O, my dear,* faid the aunt, < yon will 
' foon come to yourfelf again ; for he is a charraing 
« young fellow^ that's the trnth on*t. • Nay, I will 

* own,' favs Sophia, ' I know none with fuch perfec- 

* tions. So brave, and yet fo j^entle ; £6 wkty, yet <b 

* inoffeniire ; fo huihf ne, fo civil, ^ genteel, fo hand- 
' fome I What iignifies his being bafe born, when cora^ 

* pared with fuch qualiEcations as theief ' Bafe 
' bom I what do you mean ?* faid the aunt, 'Mr. 
' Blifil bafe born !' Sophia turned inftantly pale at this 

< name, and faintly repeated it. Upon which the aunt 
cried, ' Mr. Blifil, ay Mr. Blifil, of whom elfe have 
' we been talking I' ' Good heavens,' anfwered So- 
phia, ready to finx, ' of Mr. Jones I thought; I am 

* fure I know no other who deferves. ■ .' * 1 proteft, 
cries the aunt, ' you lighten me in your turn^ Is it 

< Mr. Jones, and not Mr. Blifil, whoifr the ebjed of 

* you afFeftion ?' ' Mr* Blifil V repeated Sophia, 

* Sure it i;i impofTible you can be in earnefl; if yoO' 
*■ ari^, I am the moft miferable woman alive.' Mrs. 
Wetlern now Hood a few moments iilent, while {parks of 
fcery rage flalhcd from her eyes. At length collefting. 
Sill her force of voice, (he thundered forth, iii^ the foi^- 
lovving inarticulate founds* 

' And is it pofiible you* can* think o£ disgracing 
.' your family by allying yourfelf to a bailard ? Can 
« the blood of the Wefterns fubmit to fuch-cantamina- 

* tion ! If you have not £enfe fuihcient to reilrain fucb 

* monftrous inclinations, I thought the pride* of our 
« family would have prevented you from giving the 

* kail encouragement to fo bafs an affeftion ; much' 

* Icfs did I imagine you woald ever have had the aiTir- 

* ranee to own k to my face..' 

' Madam,' aiifwered Sophia, trembling,, * what I 

* have faid you have extorted from me*. I do not re- 
•• member to have ever mentioned* the name of Mr. 
\ Jones, with approbation,, to any one before ; nor 
*^ fhould I now, had 1 not conceived he had had your 

* approbation. Whatever were my thoughts of thf.tpoor 

■ «• unhappy 
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* unhappy ybun^ man, I intended to have carried 

* them- with me to my grave.— To that grave where 

* only now» I ftnd> I am to feek repofe..'— Here 
ihe funk down in her chak, drowned in her tears,, aad 
ih all th< moving fileifCe of unatterable grief, prefent- 
ed a ^e£bacle which muft have* affe^ed ahnoft ther 
hardcfl heart. 

All this tender forrow, however, raiied no com- 
pailion* in- her aunt.. On the contrary, ihe- now fell. 
into the mo^ violent rage.——*' And I would rather,*' 
flie cried, in- a raoft vehement voice, *- follow you to 
*" your grave, than I would fee you difgrace yourfeff 
' and yourfamily by fuch an\at€h. O heavens ! could 

* I have ever fu^efted that 1 ftiould live toheap a niece- 

* of mine declare a paffion for fuch a fellow ? You. 

* are the- firft,— yes, Mifs Weftern, you: are the firtt 

* of year name who ever entertained fo groveling a, 

* thought.^ A family fo noted for the prudence ofT 

* its women,*— —Here (he run on a fall quarter of afv 
hour, till having exhaufted her breath rather than her 
rage,, (he concluded with threatening to- go immedi- 
ately and* acquaint her brother.. 

Sophia then threw herfelf at her feet, and layings 
hold of her hands, * begged her, with tears, to con- 

* ceal what fhe had drawn from her i urging the vio- 

* le nee of her father's temper, and pro telling thatnp 

* inclinations of her's fhould ever prevail with her to- 

* do any thing which might offend him..* 

Mrs.. Weftern itood a moment looking at her, and 
then having recolleded herfelf, faid, * That on one 
*■ con (i deration only (he would keep the fecret from her. 

* brother; and this was,, that. Stjphia fhould promiie. 

* to entertain Mr. Blifil that very afternoon as her 
' lover, and to regard him as the perfoa^ who was tOi» 
' be her-hufband.* 

Poor Sophia was too much in her aunt's power to 
deny her any thing^pofitively ; ftie was obliged to pro*, 
nvife that (he woulcf fee Mr. Blifil, and be aa civil to 
him as pofBble ; but begged her aunt that the matclt 
wight not Ue hurried on. She fcVid^ • Mr., Blifil wa* 

* hy no means agreeable to. her, and ihe hoped her fa- 



2S6 TffB HISTORY op Book VI. 

• ther would be prevailed on not to make ker themoft 
' wretched of women** 

Mji. Weftcrn aiTured her, * That the match was ci>- 
' tirely agreed upon, and that nothing could orihould 
< prevent it.' ' I muil own,* faid fhe, ' I looked on 
' it as a matter of indiiference j^ nay^ perhaps, had 

• fome fcruples about it before, which were actually 
' got over by iiiy thinking it highly agreeable to your 

• own inclinations ; but now I regard it. a» the moil 

• eligible thing in the world; nor ihall there be, 

• if I can prevent i^ a moment of time lo^ on the oc- 

• cafion.' 

Sophia replied, ' Delay at leaH, * Madanr^ I may 

• cxpe^l from both your goodnefs and my father's. 
' Sure you will give me time to endeavour to get the 

• better of fo ftrong a diiinclination as I have at pre- 

• fcnt to this perfon.* 

The aunt anfwered, 'She knew too much of the 

• world to be fo deceived ; that as Ihe was fenilble ano- 

• thcr man had her affe^ions, ihe ihould perfuada ]VIr, 

• Wellern to hailen the match as much as poffible. 
*. It would be bad politics indeed,' added ihe, * to pro- 

• trait a fiege when the enemy's army is at hand, and 
« in danger of relieving it. No no, Sophy,* faid 
' Pliq^ * as I am convinced you have a violent pa£ion, 
.• which you can never fatisfy with honour, I will do 

• all I can to put your honour out of the care of your 

• family ; for when you are married, thofe matters 

• will belong only to the coniideration of your huf- 
' band. 1 hope, child, you will always have pru- 

• dtnce enough to aft as becomes you ; bat if you 

• Ihould not, marriage hath faved many a womaa 

• from ruin.* 

Sophia well underftood what her aunt meant ; but 
did not think proper to mr.ke her an anfwer.. How- 
ever, fhe took a refolution to fee Mr. Blinl, and^to be- 
have to him as civilly as ihe could ; for on that condi- 
tion only /he obtained a promife from her aunt to keep 
Secret the liking which her ill fortune, rather than 
any fcheme of Mrj» Wellern^ had unhappily drawn 
from her. 

CHAP. 
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C H A d. VI- 

Containing a dialogue hetijoeen Sophia ami Mrs, Honour, 
nvbich may a little relie've thofe tender affections ivhich 
the foregoing fcenS' may haiie raij'ed in the mind of a 
good-natured reader* 

MRS. Weftern, having obtained that promife from 
her niece which we have feen in ch^ ^^^ chap- 
ter, withdrew ; and prefently after arrived Mrs. Ho- 
nour. She was at work in a neighbouring apartmen^,. 
and had been fummoned to the l^ey-hole by fome vo- 
ciferation in the preceding dialogue, where fhe had 
continued during the remaining part of it. At her 
entry into the room, fhe found Sophia flanding mc>- 
tionlefs, with the tears trickling from her eyes. Up- 
on which ilie immediately ordered a proper quantity 
of tears into her own eyes, and then began, * O ge- 
' mini, my dear lady, what is the matter ?' ' Nothing** 
cries Sophia. * Nothing ! O dear Madam,' anfwew 
Mrs. Honour, i you muft not tell me that, when yoiir 

* ladyihip is in this taking, and whei) there hath been 

* fuch a preamble between your ladyihip and Madam 

* Weftern.' ' Don't teaze me,' cries Sophia, * I tell 

* you nothing i^ the matter.— Good heavens ! why 

* was I born j' — ' Nay, Madam,' fays Mrs. Honour, 

* you fhall n^ever perfuade me, that your la'fhip can 

* lament yourfelf fo for nothing. To* be fure I am 

* but afervant; but to be fure I have been always 

* faithful to your la'fhip, and to be fure I would 

* ferve your la'fhip with imy life,' * My dear Honour;' 
fays Sophia, ' 'tis not in thy power to be of any fer- 

* vice to me. I am irretrievably undone.' ' Heaven 

* forbid,' anfwered the waiting woman ; but if I can*t 

* be of any fervice to you, pray tell me. Madam, 

* it v^^ill be fome comfort to x^\q to know ; pray dear 

* Ma'm tell me what's the matter.' ' My father,* 
cries Sophia, ' is going to marry me to a man I both 

* defpile and hate.' • O dear Ma'n>,' anfwered the 
other,. * who is this wicked man ? for to be fure h<? 

* is very bad, pr yojur- la'fhip woijd not d?fpife him;* 
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' His name is poifon to my tongue,' replied .Sophia, 

* thou wilt know it too toon,* Indeed to confefs the 
truth, Oie knew it already^ and therefore was not very 
inauiiitive as to that point. She then proceeded thus ; 

I don't pretend to give your la* (hip advice, whereof 
your la' i hip knows much better than I can pretend 
to, being but a fervant ; but^ i'fackins ! no father 
in England Ihould marry me againil my confent. 
And to be fore, the 'fquirc is fo good,- that if he 
did but know your la'ihip defpifes and hates the 
young man, to be fure he would not dc^re yon to 
marry him. And if your ta'lhip would but give me 
leave to tell my mailer fo.— To be furc it would be 
more proper to come from your own mouth ; but as 
your la'iliip doth not care to foul your tongue with 
his nally name.' * You are miHaken, Honour,' fays 
Sophia, * my father was determined before he ever 
thought fit to mention it to me.' ' More fhame for 
him,' cries Honour, * you are to go to bed to hinr, 
and 'hot mafler. And thof a man may be a very pro- 
per man, yet every woman mayn't think him hand- 
fome alike. I am fure my mafter would never ad 
in this manner of his own head. I wlfh fome people 
would trouble themfelves only with what belongs to 
th€>m ; they would not, I believe, like to be ferved 
fo, if it was their own cafe ; for though I am a 
maid, I can eaiily believe as how all men are not 
equally agreeable. And what fignifies your la'fhip 
having fo great a fortune, if you can't pleafe your- 
felf with the man you think moil handfomeft ? Well, 
I fay nothing, but to be fure it is pity fome folks 
had not been better born ; n;ky, ac tor that matter, 
I ihould not mind it myfelf |( but then there is not fo 
much money, and what of that ? Your la'ihip hath 
money enough for both ; and where can your la'ihip 
'beftow your fortune better ? For to be fure every 
one mull allow, that he is the moil handfomei!, 
charmingeil, finefi, talleil, propereil man in the 
world.' ' What do you mean by running on in 
this manner to me ?' cries Sophia with a very grave 
countenance. * Have I ever given any encourage- 

* meat for thcfe liberties ?' ' Nay, Ma'am. I aik 

* pardoQ^ 
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* parddn ; I meant no harm,* anfwcred' ihe : * but to 

* be fure the poor gentleman hatji run in my hea4 

* ever fitice I faw him this^ morning. — To be fure, if 

* you la*/hip had bat feen him jufl now, you muft have 

* pitied him. Poor gentleman ! I wifhes forae mifl 

* fortune h'lith not happened to him : for he hath been 

* walking aboul with his arms acrofs, and looking fo 

* melancholy all tJiis morning ; I vow and protefl it 

* made me almoft cry to fee him,* ' To fee whom ?' 
lays Sophia.'* • Poor Mr. Jones,-* anfwered Honour. 
■• See bim I Why/^ where did you fee him?* cries So- 
phia. * By the canal, Ma*am,' fays honour. * There 

* he hath been walking all this morning, and at laft 

* there hefttaid hJirtfelf down ; I believe he lies thete 
^ ftill. To ^ furei' if it had tiot been for my modef- 
"* ty,* b^ilig a maid, as t atn, I Ihould have gone and 
^ fpoke-w hiift,' Do, Ma'am, let me go and fee, 
* ' oaiy fo^'U fancy, whether he is'thei?c'ftill.* ' Pugh V 
fays Sophia, *^ Tilers 1 ilo, no, what fhould he do 

* thm»f jfte i«'^<)tte bfefbre this time to be fure. Be- 

* a^s, why f\( ' i fw hAt-^why ihould you go to fee? 
« j^B«£dei,:'ili^ailt you for -fomethin^ elfe. Go*, 

* • fetch- me mf hat and gloves. I fliall walk with my 
f iiunt in the grove; before dii^tiir.' Honour did im- 
mediately as ihe was bid, and Sophia put her hat on ; 
jJ^'hcln'iiiiikiRgdli di^-glaifs* fhe fancied the ribbon with, 
which hAt hat was tied^ did not become her^ and (b 
iiBttt her miaid back 4gdin for a ' ribbcm of a different co- 
Joim^ ahd .then^^iviHg* Mrs. Honour repeated charges 
•not t^ leave her wOi^k On any account, as ihe fuid it 
"was in violent hafte> artd muft be finifhed that very day ; 
ihe mattered fome thing more about goitig to the grove, 
and then failied out the contrary way, and walked as 
fall as her teifd^r tirembling limbs could <!fifrry her, di- 
redtly towards the canal.' 

' JoneB had b<«ti thei?e, as Mrs. Honour had told 
her« he had indeed fpent two- hours there* that morn- 
'ing in meUn^holy contemplation on his Sophia, and 
Ihad gone out fr^m the garden at one door, the mo- 
ment fhe entered it at another. So that thofe un- 
Jucky minutes whi^h had been fpent in changing the 
ribbob6>4iad prevented the lovers from niet^g ^ 
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this t!Qie : a mofl unfortunate accident^ from whick 
my fair renders will not fail to draw a very wholtfome 
Jcfibn. And here I Ilriiflly forbid all male critic* to 
intcj meddle v^ith a circumftance, which l^ liave re- 
counted only for the fake of the ladies, aad upon 
which tkey aie only at liberty to comment. / 

CHAP. VIL 

4^ piciurt of formal CQurtJhip inmniaturey uru ahoap 
ought to ii i^ra^wtti ondafiiH^of a,Uud4r '^imd paint U 

at full liMgth. t . ' . 

IT was well remarked by one, (and peth|i|>« b^ flu>re) 
that misfortunes do not com^ iii^gte*. Thib wife 
maxim was now verified by Sopjiia,. who wa«;ii^t only 
difappointed of feeing th€ m&n ih^ loyed.i %yvt:lukd the 
vexation of being oblige^ to drefs/herfelfiOii^'in otia 
to receive a vilit from then^n (he h^ted. . •<.«/: 

That aftejav»pn Mr. We^stPir iQii,thfcf»rft X\mPu HC*. 
iquainted his daughter witji Jus. iat^juloa ; telUa^ her 
he knew veiy well that . ihe had .J^e^^d lit ,]>efh«C iron 
iier.aunt. Sophia looked very .grayei «fkOil thi»»' not 
CO a Id flie prevent a few. pearls fr0m^'ftealtflg into, her 
eyes. * Come, come,* fays Weftfinii. .*• nonje pf'yoiir 
' maideniih airs ; I know all ; .1. ^fl^r^jyeiij Jtfttrtjhatk 
.• told mc all.' . : . . f / :n.\ '. .. i' . 

Ms it poiTible/ fays Sophia, ' thM> oiy.avfkt'caA 

• have betrayed »e already.?*' *Ay, ay/ fayji Wc^ern, 

• betrayed you 1 ay. Why you bi Grayed yourfejfycfl^ 

• terday at dinner. • You ihewjed yo«r fancy, very 
' plainly, I think. - But.ye^ young girls atarcc know 
,* what you Hfould be at. So you cry becaufe I am 
/ going to^gi^ry you to ^hc itianryeuAreki love with I 

• Your mother f I remember, whimfi^r^ and whiocd 
*' juii in tho fame maTvfier j but it iv^n^.^all over within 
' twenty-four hour^ after we were married ; Mr. BU£I 

• is m brilk young, man, and wilL (boi^pAe.'an. cad to 

• your fqueamiihnefs. Coaie> chearjiip, diear up, I 

• expeft un every mi;[iute.* J 

Sophia was now convinced thtifh^raunc had bchav- 
«d hqnourably lo.Jteri .«vi ^ deterauacd t9. go 

through 
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through that difagreeable afternoon with as much refo- 
lution as poflible, an^ without giving the leall fufpi- 
cion in the world to Ker father. 

Mr. Blifil fdon arrived ; and Mr. Weftern Coon after 
withdrawing, left the young couple together. 

Here a long (ilcnce of near a quarter of an hour 
enfued : for the gentleman who was to begin the con- 
verfofion had all that unbecoming modefly which con- 
£fts in baflifulnefs. He pften attempted to fpeak, 
and as often fupprefled his words juft at the very point 
of utterance. At laft out they broke in a torrent of 
far-fetched and high^flrained compliments, which were 
anfwered on her fide, by downcaft looks, half bows, ; 
and civil monofyllables. Blifil from his inexperience 
in the* ways of women, and from his conceit of him- 
felf, took this behaviour for a modeft afTent to his 
courtfhip ; and when to ihorten a fcene which (he 
could no longer fupport, Sophia rofe up and left thei 
rooxn^ he imputed that too merely to bafhfulnefs, and 
comforted himfelf that he ihould foon have enough of' 
her company. 

He was indeed perfedlly well fatisiied with his prof- 
pe^ of fuccefs ; for as to that entire and abfolute pof- 
feflion of the heart of his miftrefs, which romantic lovers 
require, the very idea of it never entered his head. 

Her fortune and her perfon were the fole objefts of 
his wifhes, of which he made no doubt Coon to obtain 
the abfolute property j as Mr. Wcllern's mind was fo 
earneilly bent on the match ; and as he well knew the 
ftridl obedience which Sophia was always ready to pay 
to her father's will, and the greater dill which her fa- 
ther would cxadl, if there was occafidn. This au- 
thority, therefore, together with the charms which he 
fancied in his own perfon and converfatior^, could not 
fail, he thought, of fucceeding with a yOung lady, 
whofe inclinations were, he doubted not, en^rely 
difengaged. 

Ofjones he certJinly had not even the lead jealou* 

' fy ; and I have often thought it wonderful that he 

had not. Perhaps he imagineci the charafter which 

Jones bore all over the country, (how juftly let the 

deader determine) of being one of the wildefl fellovys 

ir 
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in England, might render him odious to aladv of the 
moll exemplary modefly. Perhaps his fafplclons 
might be laid afleep by the behaviour of Sophia, and 
of Jones himfelf, when they were alF in company to- 
gether. Lailly, and indeed principally, he was well 
8/rured there was not another felf in the cafe. He fan- 
cicd that he Icnew Jones to the bottom , and had in 
reality a great contempt for his under /landings for 
not being more attached to his own intereft. He had 
no apprehenfion that Jones was in love with Sophia ; 
and as for any lucrative motives, he imagined they 
would fway very little with fo filly a fellow. Blifil, 
moreover, thought the affair of Molly Seagrim ilill 
went on, and indeed believed it would end in marriage : 
for Jones really loved him from his childhood, and 
had kept no fecret from him, 'till his behaviour on 
the ficknefs of Mr. Allworthy had entirely alienated 
his heart ; and it was by means of the quarrel which 
had enfaed on this occafiou, and which was not. yet 
reconciled, that Mr. Blifil knew nothing of the altera- 
tion which had happened in the a^edion which Jones 
had formerly borne towards Molly. 

From thefe rcafons, therefore,. Mr. Blifil fawnobar 
to his fuccefs with Sophia. He concluded, her behs'- 
viour was like that of all other young ladies on a firft 
vifit from a lover, and it had indeed entirely anfwered 
his cxpeftations. 

Mr. WefteiTi took care to way-lay the lover at his 
exit from his miftrefs. He found him fo elevated with 
his fuccefs, fo enamoured with his daughter, and io 
ihtisfied with her reception of him, that the old gen- 
tleman began to caper and dance about his hall, and 
by many other antic aftions, to expreft the extrava- 
gance of his joy ; for he had not the leall command 
o\'er any of his paifions ; and that which had at any 
time the afcendant in his mind, hurried him to the 
wildeft excefies. 

As fooi^ as Blifil was departed, which was not till 
after- many hearty kiiTes and embraces bellowed on 
him by Wcllern, the good 'fquire went inllantly in 
quell of his diiughter, whom he no fooner found than 
he poured fortii the mofl extravagant raptmxs, bidding 

her 
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her chufe what clothes and jewels fhe pleafecT ; and de- 
chiring that he had no other ufe for fortune bat to make 
her happy. He then careiTed her again and again with 
the otmofl profufion of fondnefs, called her by the moft 
endearing names, and proteiied ihe was his only jojr on 
earth. 

Sophia perceiving her father in this fit of afFe£llon,, 
which fhe did not abfolutely kivow the reafon of {for 
fits of fondnefs were not unufual to him, though this 
was. rather more violent than ordinary) thought fhe 
ihould never have a better opportunity of difclofing 
herfelf than at prefent ; as far at leafl, as regarded 
Mr. Blifil ; and Ihe too well forefaw the neccffity which 
ihe ihould foon be under of coming to a full explana^. 
tion. After having thanked the *fquire therefore for 
all his profefiions of kindnefs, fhe added, with a look 
full of inexprelEble foftnefs, ' And is it poffible my, 

* papa can be fo good to place all his joy in his So- 

* phy's happincfs ?' which Weftern having confirmed 
by a great oath, and a kifs ; fhe then laid hold of his 
hand, ana falling on her knees, after many warm and 
pafiionate declarations of aifedlion and duty, fhe beg« 
ged him, ^ not to make her the moil miferable crea- 

* ture on earth, by forcing her to marry a man whom 

* ihe detefled. This 1 intreat of you, dear Sir,' faid 
ihe, * for your fake as well as my own, fmce you arc 

* £0 very kind to tell me your happinefs depend^ on 
^ mine.' 'How! what!' fays Weftern, flaring wildly. 

* O Sir,' continued ihe, ' not only your poor Sophy's 

* happinefs ; her very life, her being depends upoa 
•* your granting her requell. I cannot live with Mr. 
'* Bliiil. To force me into this marriage would be 
".killing me.' * You can't live with Mr. Blifil !♦ 
lays Wcllern. * No, upon my foul I can't,' anfwered 
Sophia. * Then die and be d— ned,' cries he, fpurn- 
i|ig her from him. * Oh ! Sir,' cries Sophia, catch- 
ijig hold of the fkirt of his^coat, ' take pity on me, I 
« befeech you. Don't look, and fay fuch cruel — Can 
' .you be unmoved while you fee your Sophy in thi« 

* ^dreadful condition ? Can the bell of fathers break 
"^ my heart*? Will he kill me by the moll pain- 
' fylj cruel, lingering death?' • Poohj pooh 1' cries 

the 
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the Tquire, * all ftaff and nonfenfe, all roaidenlfh 
' tricks. Kill you indeed ! Will marriage kill you?' 
— * Oh ! Sir,* anfwered Sophia, * fuch a marriage is 
' worfc than death— He is not even indifferent, I hate 

* and deteft him/—-' If you deteft un never fo much/ 
cries Wcftern, ♦ you fliall ha'un.* This he bound by 
an oath too fhocking to repeat, and after many violent 
affeverations, concluded m thefe words : ' I an(| re- 

* folved upon the match, and unlefs you confent to it, 

* I will not give you a groat, not a finglc farthing ; 

* no, though I faw you expiring with famine in the 

* ftreet, I would not relieve you with a morfel of 
' breads This is ray feced refolution, and fo I leave 
' you to confider of it/ He then broke from her 
with fuch violence, that her face dafhed againfl the 
Hoor, and he bur ft direftly out of the room, leaving 
poor Sophia proftrate on the ground. 

When Weitcrn came into the hall, he there found 
Jones ; who feeing his friend looking wild, pale, and 
almoft breathlefs, could not forbear enquiring the 
reafon of all thefe melancholy appearances. Upon 
which the *fquire immediately acquainted him with thd' 
whole matter, concluding with bitter denunciations 
againft Sophia, and very pathetic lamentations of the 
mifery of ail fathers who are fo unfortunate to have 
daughters. 

Jones, to whom all the refolutions which had been 
taken in favour of Blifil were yet a fecret, was at firft 
almoft ftruck dead with this relation ; but recovering 
his fpirits a little, mere defpair, as he afterwards faid, 
infpired him to mention a matter to Mr. Weftern, 
which feemed to require more impudence than a hu- 
man forehead wai ever gifted with. He defired leave 
to go to Sophia, that he might endeavour to obtain 
her concurrence with her father's inclinations. 

If the 'fquire had been as quick-fighted, as he was 
remarkable for* the contrary, paflion might at prefent 
very well have blinded him. He* thanked Jones for 
©fiering to undertake the office, and faid, * Go, go, 

* prithee, try what canft do;' and then fwore many 
execrable oaths that he would turn her OUt of doors 
unlefs Qxe confcnted to the match, 

CHAP, 
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^br meeting between Jwm nnd S^ia, * 

JONES departed iftftaatJy iti ^ueft WS«^bki»> wlioiti 
iie iband j&ft ^rifefi from tke gmand imert ker fa* 
ther had leftinsr, witk tike tears mcl?1lng from her 
leyes, and tke Blood TuiiAiftg from herlips. He pre- 
fendy ran to he)", end witk a voice" fell at once of ten- 
dernefs and terrour, cried, ' O my S^kia, what 
' means this dreadful iight ! '—She looked (oft ly at him 
for a momeiit before fhe fpoke^ and tken faid, ' Mr. 

* Jones, for "heaven's Take how came yoii here ?— ^ 

* Leave ntc, -I befeech yon, this' moment.* » Do 

* not,' fays he, * impofe fo harfli a command upon 

* me— -my heart bleeds fafter than tkofe lips. O So* 

* phia> how eafily -could I dr^in my veins to prcferve 

* one drop of that dear Wood.' * I have too xnanf 
' obligations to you already,' anfwered fhe, * for fare 
' yon meant them fach.'«— Here ihe looked at him tei^ 
derly almofi a minute, and then burfting into an ago- 
ny, cried,--' O Mr. Jones,— why did you'fave my 

* my life ?— my death would have been happier for u9 

* both.'—* Happier for us both V cried he, * Could 

* racks or wheels kill me fo painfully ftt Sophia's— I 

* cannot bear the dreadful found— Do I live but for 

* her ?'— Both his voice and look were full of inex* 
preffible tcndernefs when he fpoke thefe words, and at 
the fame time he laid gently hold of her hand, which' 
ihe did not withdraw from him ; to fny the truth, ihe 
hardly knew what fhe did or fuffered. A few mo- 
ments nowpaffedin filence between thefe lovers, while, 
his eyes were eagerly fixed on Sophia, and her's de- 
clining towards the ground ; at laft fhe recovered 
ftrength enough to denre him again to leave her ; for 
that her certam ruin would be the confequence of their 
being found together;, adding,-*-* O Mr. Jones, you 

* know not, you know not what hath pafTed this crttel 

* afternoon.' * i know air, my Sophia,' anfwered he • 

* your cruel father hath toM nte all, and he hhnfelf hath 

* Tent me hither to you.' * My father fent vou to me !' 
' Vol. VII. N ' replied 
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jreplied (he, * fare you dreaja«' * Would to heaven,* 
cnes he, * it was but a dream* O Sopkia, your fa- 
' ther hath fent me to you> to be an advocate for ny 
^ odious rival, to folicit you in his favour — I took any 
' means to get accefs to you— O fpeak to me» Sophia, 
^ comfort my bleeding heart. Sure no one ever loved, 
' ever doated like me« Do not unkindly with-hold 
' this dear, this foft, this gentle hand-— One moment, 
' perhaps, tears you for ever from me— Nothing lefs 
* than this cruel occafion, could, I believe, have 
^ ever conquered the refpedl and awe, with which 
' you have mfjpired me.' She ftood a moment filent, 
and eovered with con fu (ion, then lifting up her eyes 
gently towards him, (he cried, ' What would Mr. Jones 
have me fay ?' * O do but promife,' cries he, ' that 
you will never give yourfelf to Bli£l.' * Name not,* 
anfwered ihe, ' the detefted found. Be afTured I never 
wiU give him what is in my power to with>hold from 
him.* 'Now then,* cries he, ' while you are fo 
perfectly kind, go a little farther, and add that I 
may hope.**—' Alas' fays ihe, ' Mr. Jones, whither 
will you drive me ? What hope have I to beilow ? 
Yod know my father's intentions.'—* But I know,* 
anfwered he, * your compliance with them cannot be 
compelled.* • What,' fays ihe, * mail be the dread- 
ful confeauence of my difobedience ? My own ruin 
is my.leaA concern. I cannot bear the thoughts of 
being the caufc of my father's mifery.* • He is him- 
felf the caufe,' cries Jones, < by exa6ling a power 
over you which nature hath not given him. Think 
on the mifery which. I am to fuffer, if I am to lofe 
youy and (ee on which iide pity will turn the ba- 
lance.' * Think of it!' replied Qxe, ' can you ima- 
gine I do not feel the ruin which. I mail bring on 
you, ihould I comply with your defire-^It is that 
thought which gives me refolution to bid you ily from 
me for ever, and avoid your own dellrudlion.' ' I 
fear no deilrudion** cries he, ' but thelofs of Sophia; 
if you would fave me from the niiofl bitter agonies, 
recal that cruel fentence— Indeed, I can never part 
with you, indeed I cannot.* 

The 



Cliap9. A FOUNDLING.' 267 

TJbe lovers now flood both filent and tremblings 
Sophia being unable to withdraw. her hand from Jone8» 
and he almofl as unable to hold it; when the fcene^ 
which I believe fome of my readers will think had 
laifted long enough^ was interrupted bv one of fo dif- 
ferent a nature, that we ihall relerve the relation of it 
for a different chapter. 

C H A ?• IX. 

Being of a much more tempifiuous kind than the firmer. 

BE F O R E we proceed with what now happened to 
* our lovers^ it may be proper to recount what had 
pall in the hall, during their tender interview. 

Soon after Jones had left Mr. Weftern in the man«* 
ner above-mentioned, his &^tr came to him ; and twas 
prefently informed of all that had pail between her 
brothe/ and Sophia, relating to Bliiil. 

This behaviour in her piece the good lady co^ftrued 
to be an abfolute breach of the condition, on which 
fhe had engaged to keep her love for Mr. Jones a 
fecret. She confidered herfelf, therefore, at full 
liberty to reveal all ihe knew to the 'fquire, which fhe 
immediately did in the moft explicit terms, and with- 
out any ceremony or preface. 

The idea of » marriage between Jones and hi* 
daughter had never once entered into the 'fquire*a 
head, either in the warmed minutes of his affedlioiL 
towards that young man, or from fufpicion, or 6n any 
other occafion. He did indeed confider a parity of 
fortune and circumftances to be phyfieally as neceiTar^ 
an ingredient in marriaee, as difference of fexes, or 
any othier effential ; and iiad no more apprehenfion o£ 
his dauj^hter^s falling in love with a poor man^ thaft 
with any animal of a different fpedes. 

He became, therefore, like one thunder-fbuck at 
his Offer's relation. He was, at firfl, incapable of 
making any anfwer, having been almofl deprived of 
his breath by the violence of the furjprize. This how« 
ever, fpon returned, and, as is ufual in other cafes 
after an inte^miffion, with redoubled force and fury. 

N 2 , Th 
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. The Mt nib he made of the power of fpeech, after 
Idi recti?trv from tlie fiMUien efofls of his akonilhment, 
vms to difckarge'a rovad voUeT of oaths and impreca- 
tkms# After whieh he proceeded haftily to the apart- 
nent, where he expeded to £nd the lovers, and mar- 
isared, or kid«ed,* r«^er roared forth intentions of 
revenge every ftep he went. 

As when two doves, or two wood-pigeons, or as 
^ivhen Strephon and Phytiis* (for that comes neareii 
to the marK) are retired into feme pleafant folitary 
grove, to enjoy the, delightful converiktion of love; 
that bafiiful boy who cannot fpeak in public, and is 
sever a good companion to more than two at a time : 
kere while every ODJe& is ferene, ihonld hoarfe thun- 
der burft fuddenly through the fhattered clouds, and 
ri|Bihltng roll along the &y» the frightened x&aid ftarts 
from the -moSfy bank or vet daat turf ; the pale liverj 
of death fttc<eeds the red regimentals in which love.had 
before dreft her cheeks ; fear fhakes her whole frame, 
and her lover fcarce fupporta her trembling, tottering 
limbs. 

Or as when the two gentlemen » ftrangers to the 
wonderoas wit of the place, are cracking a bottle to« 

f ether at fome inn or tavern at Salifbnry^ if the great 
^owdy who aifls the part of a madman, as weira^fomt 
of his fetters-on do that of a fool, fliould rattle kii 
chains, and dreadfully hum forth the grumbling catck 
^lottg the gallery ; the frighted flrangers ftand aghai^, 
feared at the horrid found, they ficek fome pl|icc cf 
Ibelter from the approaching danger, and if the well- 
harred windows did admit their exit, would venture 
their necks to efcape the threatening ^ry now coming 
^pon them. 

So trembled .poor Sophia, fe turned (he pale at the 
lioife of her father, who in a voice moil dreadful to 
hear, came on Twearing, curfing and vowing the de- 
ftru^ion of Jones. To fay the truth, I believe the 
youth himielf would, from fome prudent coniiderati- 
HMis, have pr^erred another place of abode at this time, 
^ad^his terror On Sophia's account given him liberty 
to fejio^ a onotaent on what any othezwife concerned 

himieif; 
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kimfelf ; than as his love made him partake whatever • 
a£e£ked her. 

And now the Tquife having borft open the door« 
beheld an objed which inilantly faipeaded all hu 
fury againft Jones ; this was the ghaftly appearance 
of Sophiay who had fainted away in her lover's arms. 
This tragical fight Mr. Weflern no fooner beheld* than 
all his rage for&ok him, he roared for help with hia 
a tm oft violence; ran firfl: to his daughter* then back 
to the door, calling for water* and then back again ta 
Sophia* never coniidering in whofe arms ihe then was^ 
nor perhaps once recol leaking that there was fach a 

Serfon in the world as Jones : fox, indeed* I believei^ 
le prefent circumflances of his daughter were aow^ 
the fole coo&cLeration which employed his thoughts. 

Mrs. Weftern and a great nunUier oif Servants, ioon 
came to the a£lbaace of Sophia with water* cordis^s^ 
and. every thin^ neceflary on thofe oecafions. The(e 
were appHed with fuch faccefs* that Sophia in a very 
few minutes began to recover* and all the fymptonu 
of life to return. Upon which Ihe was prefently l«d 
oS by her own maid and Mrs. WeHern ; nor did that 
good lady depart without leaving fome wholeibme ad> 
m,onitiona with her brother* on the dreadful eSe&^ o£ 
His paiCon* or* as (he pleafed to call it* madnefs. 

The '^uire;, perhaps* did not underftand this good 
advice* as it was delivered in obibure hints* ihrugs^ 
and notes of admiration ; at leaft* if he did underftand 
it* he profited verv Unk by it ; for no iboner was h# 
cured of his immediate fears for his daughter* than hit 
relapfed into his former frenzy* which muft have pro- 
duced an immediate battle with Jones* had not parfoa 
Supple* who was a very ilrong maa* been prefent^ 
and by mere force regained the 'fquire from ads of 
hoftility. 

The moment Sophia was departed* Jones advanced 
in a very fuppliant manner to Mr. Weftern* whom the 
parfon held m his arms* and begged him to be pacified ^ 
tot that* while he Continued in fuch a pafilon* it would 
be impoffible to give him any iatisf^dkion. 

'I wull have fatisfadion o'thee*' anfwered th« 
'iquixe, ' fo doff thy clothes. ^/ wit half a man, aaf' 
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' ril lick thee as well as waft ever licked in thy life.* 
He then befpattered the youth with abundance of that 
language^ which pafTes between country gentlemen 
who embrace oppofite fides of the qneftion ; widi fre- 
quent applications to him to falate that part which is 
generally introduced into all controverfies, that arife 
among the lower orders of the Engliih gentry^ at 
korfe- races, cock-matches, and other public places. 
AUufions to this part are likewife often made for the 
fake of the jcft. And here, I believe, the wit is gene- 
rally mifunderftood. In reality, it lies in defiring 
another to kifs vour a— for having juft before threat- 
ened to kick his : for I have obferved very accurately, 
that no one ever defires you to kick that which belongs 
to himfelf, nor offers to kifs this part in another. 

It mav likewife feem furprizing, that in the many 
thottfana kind invitations of this lort, which everyone 
who hath converfed with country gentlemen muft have;» 
Jkeard, no one, I believe, hath ever feen a fingle in- 
fiance where the defire has been complied with. A 
great inftance of their want of politenefs : for in town, 
nothing can be ftiore common than for the fineft gen- 
tleman to perforin this ceremony every day to their fu- 
periors, without having that favour once requefted.of 
them. 

To all fuch wit, Jones very calmly anfwered, * Sir, 

* this ttfage may, perhaps, cancel every other obliga- 

* tion you have conferred on me j but there is one you 

* can neve^ cancel ; nor will I be provoked by your 

• abufb, to lift my hand againft the father of Sophia.* 
At thefe words the 'fquire grew ftill more outrage- 
ous than before ; fo that the parfon begged Jones to 
retire, faying, * You behold. Sir, how he waxeth 

• wroth at your abode here ; therefore let me pray yoa 

• not to tariy any longer. His anger is too much kin- 

• died for you to commune with him at prefent. You 

* had better, therefore, conclude your vifit, and refer 

• what matters you have to urge in your behalf to fome 

* other opportunity.* 

^ Jones accepted this advice with thanks, and imme- 
diately departed. The 'fquire now regained the li- 
berty of his handsi and fo much temper as to e5cprefs 

fome 
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ibme fatisfadtion in the refhraint which had been lai4 
upon him ^ declaring that he fhould certainly have 
beat his brains out ; and adding, ' It would have vexed 

* one, confoundedly to hatgr been hanged for fuch a 

* rafcal.' ^^ 

The parfon now began to triumph in the fucccfs of 
his peace-making endeavours, and proceeded to read 
a le^ure againft anger,, wliich mifeht perhaps rather 
have tended to raife than to quiet that paffion in fbme 
hafty minds. This ledure lie enriched with /many 
valuable quotations from the antients, particular!^ 
&om Seneca ; who hath, indeed, fo well handled thn 
paifion, that none but a very angry man can read him 
without ^reat pleafure and profit. The doctor con* 
eluded this harangue with the famous ilory o£ Alexan« 
der and Clitus; but asl find that entered in my com- 
mon place under title Drunkennefs^ I ihall not infert 
it here. ... 

The 'fquire took no* notice of thisftory, nor perhaps 
of any thing he faid : for he interrupted him before 
he had finiihed, by calling for a tankard oi beer ; ob- 
ferving (whi^ is perhaps as true ^as any obfervation 
on this fever of the mind) .that anger makes a man 
dry* ' . - i ; . ' ^ I i ' . * ' . 

Na iboner had^the 'fquire fwailowed a large. draught 
.than, 'ke Tenewed the <Hfconrie on: Jones, and declared 
a refolutipn of going the next morning. early to ac- 
quaint Mr. Allworthy; His. friend would have di^ 
-fuaded him from this, from the mere motive of good^ 
•nature ; but his diiTuafion had no other effect than to 
produxre a large voUey of oaths and curfes, which 
greatly ihocked the pious ears of Supple ; but he did 
not dare to remonHrate againft a rprivilege,^ which xh^ 
'fqiiire claimed as a free-born Engliihmana To fay 
truth, the patfon fubmitted to pleaie his palate at the 
fquire's table, at the expence orfuffering now and then 
this violence to his ears. He contented himfelf with 
thinking he did not promote this evil pra^Uce, and that 
the 'fquire would not fwcar an oath the lefs,. if he never 
entered. within his- gates. However, though he was 
not guiltjf of ill manners by rebuking. .a ^gentleman in 
Jbis o^n houfe, he paid him off obliquely in the pulpit ; 

N 4 which 
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iriuckliadnoe^'iiidfled^ tlie good cfefb of working a 
vefbrmatiBA is the H<|uirehimfelf; yet it/b far operat- 
ed on bi& confcicnGCy that he pat the laws yery feverely 
in ezecution-Agaiiift othcH^ iiiil the magiErate was the 
only perfon in the pariih who coald fwear with impu-^ 
nity. 

^ • ' fu Jri> A* V • JL» 
' ' • ^ .. ' 

In ^tukich Mr* Wtfern tdfits Mr. Alhwurthy. 

MR. Allworthf ,was now retirc&d hoot breakfaf 
with his nephew, weii fatisfied with the report 
t»f the young genticttaq'si fnccefsfal vt£t to Sophia, 
*{foa he gveady defired the match ^ Hradra on accottnt cf 
'tike yoiu>g lady's chara&r. than ofl her riches) when 
'Mr* Weftem bjioke afamptl^i in upon thcsi^ and with- 
out any ceremony began as follows : 
^ Then, yoa'hme done a ine piece of work truly. 

* You have brought »p your baftard to. a fine pnrpofe ; 

* not that 1 belitfTe you hare had any hand in it laxi^ 
^ ther, that it, as a man may fay,, defigaedly ; but 
^ there is a fine kettle of fiih. made on't up at oar 

* houfe.' • What can be the matter, Mr. Weftcm f* 
ifiiid Allworthy/ ^ Q matter enow : of ail: €X«fcionce : 

* my daughter luurfiitiea: in kivo with jaon baftard, 
-* that^s all ; hat I won't ge her a Hapenny, n^t the 
-* twentieth part of a bra& varden* I always thought 
^ what would become o*bree<iing ape a balbrd like a 

* gentleman, and letting un come about to Vok^s 

* noufes* its well vor un I could not get at un, I'd a 
^ lick'd an, I'd a ^oiPd his catervauling, I'd a taught 
^ the ion of a whore to meddle with meat' for his ma«. 

'' Her. He fhaa't ever have a morfel of meat of mine^ 

* or a varden to buy it : If (he will ha un, one fmock 
•"* ihall be her portion. 1^11 fooner ge me efteate to the 
i' zinking fund, that it may be fen t to Hanover to 
-« corrupt our natioa with.* « I am heartily forry,' cries 

• Allwotthy. < Pox o' yourlbnow,' fays Wefiern, * it- 
^* will do me abundance efeood, when I haveloA my 
/• only child, my-poor Sophy, that wais the joy of my 
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heturt, and all the hope and qomfbrt' of my age ; but 
I am refolvedl will turn her out o' doors ; (he (hall 
beg^aad ftarve» and rot in the ilreeci. Not one Ha- 
jpenny, not a Hapenny ihall ihe hae o' nune. The 
ion of a bitch was always good at finding a hare fit- 
ting ; and be rotted to*n I little thoHght what pufs 
he was looking after ; but it ihall be the wor4 he 
eyer vound in his liie* She ihall be no better than 
carrion ; the ikin o'er is allhe ihall ha# and zu yon 
may tell un/ ' I am in amazement,' cries Allwot- 
thy, * at what you tell me» after what pafled between 
my nephew aud the young lady no longer ago than 
yefterday,* ' Yes, Sir,* anfwered Weftcm, • it was 
after what pailed between your nephew and ihe that 
the whole matter came out. Mr. Blifil there was no 
fooner gone than the^fon of a whore came lurching 
about the houfe. Little did I think, when- 1 ufed 
to love him for a fportfman, that he was all the 
while a poaching after my daughter.' * Why, truly,' 
fays AUworthy, * I could wiih you had not given him 
fo many opportunities with her ; and you will do me 
the jj^ice to acknowledge, that I have always been 
averfe to his Haying fo much at your houfe, though 
I ciwn I had no fufpicion of this kind.' ^ Why> 
Zounds I' cries Weilern, ' who could have thought 
it ? What the devil had ihe to ^6 wi'n ? He did not 
' came there a courting to her : he came there a hunt- 
^ ing with me.' ' But was it pofEible,' fays AUwor- 
thy, ' that you ihould never difcern any fymptoms of 

* love between them, when you have feen them fo often 
« together 2' * Never in my life, as I hope to be faved,* 
cries Weilem. 'I never fo much as zeed him kiia 

* her in all my life ; and fo far from courting her, he 
^ ufed rather to be more iilent when ihe lyas in com-' 
' pany than at any other time : and as far the gir!» 

* ihe was always lefs civil to'n than to any young 
' man that came to the houfe. As to that matter, I 
^ am not more eafy ,to be deceived than another ; I 

* would not have you think I am, neighbour.' All- 
worthy could fcarce refrain' laughter at this ^ but ht 
refolved to do a violence to himfelf : for he perfeflly 
well knew nunkind, and had tod- much good breed- 

N s in*^ 
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ing attd good nature to offend tke 'iqnire in his prefent 
circnmihuiceSf He then aiked Wcftem what he would 
have him do upon this occa£o&. To which the other 
mnf^ered, ' That he woald have him keep the rafcal 
^ away from his hoafe, and that he would go and 

* lock up the wench ; for he was refblved to make 

* her marry Mr. fiiifil in fpite of her teeth*' He then 
ihook Bliiil by the hand, and fwore he would have no 
other ibn-in-law. Prefently after which he took hb 
leave, faying, his honfe was in fach diforder, that it 
was naceflary for him to make haf(e home, to take care 
his daughter did not give him the flip ; and as for Jones, 
he fwore, if he ciught him at his houfe, he would 
qualify him to run for the gelding's plate. 

When Allworthy and Blifil were again left together, 
a long iilence enfaed between them ; all which inter* 
val the young gentleman filled up with fighs, which 
proceeded partly from difappointment, but more from 
hatred : for the fucceis of Jones was much more griev. 
Otts to him than the lofs of Sophia. 

At length his uncle aiked him what he was deter- 
mined to do, and he anfwered in the following words. 
^ Alas, Sir, can it be a queftion what flep a lover will 
' take, when reafon and pafiion point different wa))? ? 
' I am afraid it is too certain he will, in that dilem- 

* ma, always follow the letter. Reafon di6iates to 

* me to quit all thoughts' of a woman who places 

* her affedions on another ; my paffion bids me hope 
'.' fhe may, in time, change her inclinations in my tz*- 

* vour. Here, however, I conceive an obje^on may 
< be raifed, which, if it could not fully he anfwered, 
^ would totally deter me from any farther purfuit. I 

* mean the inj uflice of endeavouring to fupplan t another 
' in a heart, of which he feems already in pofTeffion | 

* but the determined j'efolution of Mr.. Weicm fhe^ys, 

* that in this cafe, I fhall, by fo douiff^ promote the 

* happinefs of every party; not only tiaat of the pa- 
' rent, who>will thus be prefesved from the highel^ 

* degree of mifery, but of both the. others, who mull 

* be undone by this match. The lady, I am fure, 

* will be undone in every fenfe ; for,, befides the lois 
' of moil pare of her own Ifortuac, ihe will be noj only 

* married 
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' married to a beggar^ bat the little fortune whicli 

* Her father cannot with-hold from her, will be fqaanr 

* dered on that wench, with whom I know he yet 
^ converfes,— — Nay, that is a trifle : for I know hin>. 

* to be one of the worH men in the world ; for ha<J- 

* lay dear uncle known what I have hitherto endear 

* voured to conceal, he muft have' long fince abandonr> 

* cd fo profligate a wretch,,* * How,* faid Allworthy, 
' hath ne done any thing worfe than I already know f 

* Tell me, I befeech you.* ' No,' replied Blifil, * it 
' is now pail, and perhaps he may have repented of 

* it*' * I command you on your duty,' faid Allwor. 

* thy, * to tell me what you mean.* * You know^. 

* Sir,* {ays Blifil, *I never difobeyed you ; but I am 

* forry I mentioned it, iince it may now look like re^ 

* venge, whereas, I thank heaven, no fuch motive 
'' ever entered my heart ; and if you oblige me to difco^ 

* ver it, I muft be his petitioner to you for forgive- 

* nefs.' * I will have no conditions,' anfwered All* 
worthy, ' I think I have fiiewn tendernefs enough^^ 

* towards him, and more perhaps than you ought to 

* thank me for.' * More indeed I fear than^ he de- 

* fcrved,' cries Blifil ; * for, in the very day of your 
' utmofl danger, when myfelf and all the family were 
*■ in tears,, he filled the houfe with riot and debauch- 

* cry. He drank and fung, and roared ; and when I 

* gave him a gentle hint of the indecency of his afti- 

* ons, he fell into a violent paflion, fwore many oaths,. 

* called me a rafcal, and ftruck me.' *. How !' cries 
AUworthy, ' did he dare to ftrike you ?* ' I am fure^*' 
cries Blifil, ' 1 have forgiven him that long ago, L 
•• wifh I could fo eafily forget his ingratitude to the- 

* beft of bcnefaftors ? and yet, even that I. hope youf 
' will forgive him, fince he muft. have certainly been. 
'' pofl!efled with the devil: for that very evening, as- 
' Mr. Thwack um and myfelf were taking the air in* 
•^ the fields, and exulting in the good fymptoms whichi 

* then fi rH begaji. to difco ver themfelves, we unluckily: 

* faw him engaged with a wench in a. manner not fi,t: 

* to be mentioned. Mr. Thwackum,.with more b'old*- 

* nefs than prudence, advanced to rebuke him ,> whem 
*■ (I am foi-ry to fay it) he fell. upon. the. worthy man, 

Nd *'and 
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^ and beat him To oatrageouilf* diat I wi(K he may 

* have yet recovered the oraifes. Nor was I without 

* my (hare of Che effed^ of his malice, while I endea- 
' voored to prottft my tntor : b«t that I have long 
' forgiven ; nay» I prevailed with Mr. Thwacknm to 

* forgive him too, and not to inform ^u of a fecret 

* which I feared might be fatal to hun. And iiow» 

* Sir, iince I have unadvisedly dropped a hint of this 
' matter, and your commands have obliged me to dif-- 

* cover the whole, let me intercede with yov for him/ 

* O diild,' faid AUworthy, ' 1 know not whether I 

* fhottld blame or applaud your goodaefs in conceal- 
^ ine fuch villainy a moment : but where is Mr» 
^ Thwackum ? Not that I want any confirmation of 

* what you fay ; but I will examine aul the evidence of 
^ diis matter, to juftify to the world the example I am 

* refolved to make of ftcth a monfter*' 
Thwackum was now fent for, and preiently appear* 

cd. He corroborated every circumflasce which the 
other had depofed ; nay, he produced the record upon 
his breaft^ where the hand-writing of Mr. Jones re- 
mained very legible in black and blue. He conclud- 
ed with declanng to Mr. Allwordiy, that he (houIU^^ 
have loi^ iince informed him of this matter, had not 
Mr. Blinl, by the mod earnefl interpofitions, prevent- 
ed him. ' He is/ £iys he, * an exceUent youth ^ 
' though fuch forgivenefs of enemies is carrying the- 

* matter too far/ 

In reality, Blifil had taken fome pains to prevail 
with the parfon, and to prevent the difcovery at that 
time ; fos which he had many leafons. He luiew that 
the minds of men are apt to be foftened and relaxed 
from their ufual fcverity by ficknefs. Befides, he ims^- 
gined that if the flory was told when the fa^ was fa 
recent, and the phyfician about t^e houfe,.. who might 
have unravelled the real truth, he fhould never be able* 
to give it the malicious turn which he intended. Again^ 
he refolved to hoard up this bufxnefs, tiU the indifgre- 
• tipn of Jones ihould aiibrd fome additional complaints.;, 
for he thought the joint weight of many fads falling^ 
upoa him together, would be the moilb. likely to crulh 
him i and he watclifd therefore fome fack opportunity 

as- 



s 



Cbap.it. A FOUNDLING. 27;^ 

» 

as that with which fortune had now kindly prefented 
him. Laftly, by prevailing^ with Thwackam to con- 
ceal the matter for a time, he knew he (hould confirm 
an. opinion of his friendfhip to Jones, which he had 
greatly laboured to eilablifh in Mr. Allworthy. 

C H A P. XI. 

jf Jhort chapter \ hut <wbicb conttuns fufficient matter t0 
affed the good-natured reader* 

IT was Mr. AIlworthy*s cuflom never to punifh any; 
one, not even to turn away a fervant, in % paiGon, 
He refolved thejrefore tt> delay pafling fentence on Jones 
till the afternoon. 

The poor young man attended at dinner, as ufual ; 
but his heart was too 'much loaded to fuffer him ta 
eat. His grief too was a good deal aggravated by the 
unkind looks of Mr. Allworthy; whence he concluded 
that Wel!ern had difcovered tne v/hole affair betweeti 
him and Sophia : but as to Mr. Blifirs ftory, he had 
not the leaft appreheniion ; for of much the greater 
part he was entirely innocent ; and for the reiidue, a« 
he had forgiven and forgotten it himfelf, fo he fufpeft* 
ed no remembrance on the other iide. When dmner 
was over, and the fervants departed, Mr. Allworthyr 
began to harangue. He fet forth, in a long ipeecl^. 
the many iniquities of which Jones had been guilty,, 
particularly thofe which this day had brought to lights 
and concluded, by telling him, ' That unlefs he could 

* clear himfelf of the charge, he was refolved to ba^ 

* hifli him his fight for ever.' 

Many difadvantages attended poor Jones in making 
his defence; nay, indeed, he hardly knew his accufj^ 
tion : for as Mr. Allworthy, in recounting the drunk- 
ennefs, &c. while he lay ill, out of modefty funk tvtx^ 
thing that related particularly to himielf, which in- 
deed principally conftituted the crime ; Jones could 
not deny the charge. His heart was, befides, almoft 
broken already ; and lus fpirits were fo funk, that he 
could fay nothing for himlelf j^ but acknowledged the 
whole^ and^ like a criminal in defpair^ threw himfelf 

opop 
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upon mercy; concluding^ ' Tiiat though, he mail own 
' himfelf guilty of many follies and inadvertencies « he 
hoped he had done nothing to deferve what. would 
be to him the greateft punilhment ia the world.* 
A 11 worthy anfwered, * that he had forgiven him 
too often al ready « in compaflion to his youth, and 
in hopes of his amendment : that ^e now found he 
was an abandoned reprobate, and fuch as it would 
be criminal in any one to fupport and encourage. 
Nay,* faid Mr. Allworthy to him, * your audacious 
attempt to ileal away the young lady calls upon me 
to juilify my own charader in puniihing you. The 
world, who had already cenfured the regard I have 
ihewn for you, may thmk, with fome colour at leail 
of juilice, that I connive at fo bafe and barbarous an 
adtion. An a^ion.of which you mufl have known 
my abhorrence ; and which, had you any concern 
for my eafe and honour, as well as for my friend ihip, 
you wpuld never have thought of undertaking. Fie 
upon it, young man ! indeed there is fcarce any pu« 
nifhment equal to your crimes, and I can- fcarce think 
myfelf juftifiable in what I am now going to bellow 
on you. However, as I have educated you like a 
child of my own, I will not turn you naked into the 
world. When you open this paper, therefore, you 
will find fome thing which may enable you, with in- 
duftry, to get an honeft livelihood ; but if you em- 
ploy it to worfc purpofes, I ihall not think myfelf 
obliged to fupply you farther, being refolved, from, 
this day forward, to converfe no more with you on 
any account. I cannot avoid faying^ there is no 
part of your conduct which I refent more than 
your ill treatment of that good young man (meaning 
Blifil) who hath behaved with fo much tendemeS 
and honour towards you.' , 

. Thefe kft words were a doie almoft too- bLtter to be 
fwallowed. A' flood of tears now guihed from the 
eyes of Jones, and every faculty of fpeech and motion 
feemed to have deferted him. It was fome time be- 
fore he was able to obey Allworthy 's peremptory com- 
mands of departing; which he^at length did, having 

firft 



Chap. 12. 4 F O U N D L I N G» zjg 

firft kifl^d his hands with a paflion difficult to be af« 
fedled, and as difficult to be defcribed. 

The reader mail be very wjsak^ if, when he con* 
fiders the light in which Jones then appeared to Mr. 
Allworthy, he fhould blame the rigour of his fentence. 
And yet all the neighbourhood, either from this weak- 
nefs, or from fome worfe motive, condemned this juilice 
and fevcrity as the higheft cruelty. - - Nay, the very 
perfons who had before cenfured the good man for the 
kindnefs and tendernefs (hewn tb a baftard (his own, 
according to the general opinion) now cried out as 
loudly againft turning his own child oat of doors. 
The women efpecially were unanimous in taking the 
part of Jones, and raifed more (lories on the ocoifidn 
than I have room, in this chapter, to fet down. 

One thing muft not be omitted, that in their cen- 
fares on this occaiion, none ever mentioned the fum 
contained in the paper which Allworthy gave Jones> 
which was no lefs than five hundred pounds ; but all 
agreed that he was fent away pennylefs, and fome faid^ 
naked from the houfe of his inhuman fa then 

C H A ?• XII. 

Containing Lo^c-Letters^ fefr. 

JONES was commanded to leave the houfe imihe- 
diately, and told, that his clothes and every thing 
elfe fhould be fent to him whither foever he /hoald or- 
der them. 

He accordingly kt out, and walked above a mile, 
not .regarding, and indeed fcarce knowing, whither he 
went. At length a little brook ahUrufting his palTage, 
. he threw himfelf down by the fide of it ; nor could 
he help muttering, with fome little indignation^ 
' Sure my father will not deny me this place to re^ 
* in?' 

Here he prefcntly fell into the moft violent agonies, 
tearing his hair from his head, and uflng molt other 
adiont which generally accompany fits of madnefs, 
rage^ and defpair. 

When 
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When he had in this manner vented the firft emo- 
tions of pafTion, he began to come a littlcto himfelf. 
His grief now took another turn, and difcharged itfelf 
in a gentler way, till he became at lail cool enoagh to 
rcafon with his paffibn, and to confider what fteps were 
proper to be taken in his deplorable condition. 

And now the great doubt was, how to z£i with re- 
gard to Sophia. The thoughts of leaving her almoft 
rent his heart afunder ; but the coniideration of re- 
ducing her to ruin and beggary flill racked him, if 
pofliblc, more; and if the violent deiire of pofleffing 
her perfon could have induced him to liHen one mo- 
ment to this alternative, flill he was by no means cer- 
tain of her rcfolution to indulge his wifhes at fo high 
an expence. The refentment of Mr. All worthy, and 
the injury he mud do to his quiet, argned ftrongly' 
aeainft this latter; and laflly, the apparent impoffi- 
bility of his fuccefs, even if he would facrifice all thefe 
condderations to it, came to his aihflance; and thus ^ 
honour at lail, backed with defpair, with gratitude to 
his benefadlor, and with real love to his miftrefs, got 
the better of burning defire, and he refolved rather to 
quit Sophia than purfue her to her ruin. 

It is difEcult for any who have not felt, to conceive 
the glowine warmth which filled his breafl on the £r(l 
contemplation of his viftory over his paflion. Pride 
flattered him fo agreeably, that his mind perhaps en- « 
joyed perfect happinefs ; but this was only momenta- 
ry ; Sophia foon returned to his imiagination, and al- 
layed the joy of his triumph with no lefs bitter pangs 
than a good natured general mufl feel when he fur- 
veys the bleeding heaps, at the price of whofe blood 
he hath purchafed his laurels ; for thoufands of tender * 
ideas lay murdered before our conqueror. 

Being refolved, however, to purfue the paths of this 
giant honour, as the gigantic poet Lee calls it, he 
determined to write a farewel letter to Sophia ; and 
accordingly proceeded to a houfe not far off, where be- 
ing furnifhed with proper materials, he wrote as fol- 
low$ : 



Majdam> 



Ma.dam» 

* X TT T H E N you refleft on the fituation. in which 

* \y I write, 1 am fare your good-nature will par- 
' don ajiy imconfiftenGy or ab£»rdity which my letter 
' contains ; for every thing here flows from a heart to 

* full, that no hi^gustgc oui cxprefs its dilates* 

' X h&vi^ refolved* Madam^ to obey your commands, 

* in Ayiaif for ever from your dew, your lovely fight. 

* Cruel indeed thofe commands are ; but it is a 
' c^riielty which proceeds from fortune, not from my 

* Sophia. . Fortune hath made it nece^ary, n^ceifary 

* to your prefervatioQ, to forget there ever was fuch a 

* wretch a& 1 am. 

' Believe me». I would AOt hint all my fujSerings to 
.^. youy if I imagined they c^nld .poffiUy efeape your 
' ears. I know the goodnefs and tendernefe of yoitf' 
^ heatii, and wetuld 'ayoid.givfcg you any of thofe 
' pains which your always feel £bjr the miferable. O let 

* nothing, which, yoft &all h/ear of my hard fortune, 

* csiuik a moment's concern ; for after* the lofa of you, 

* every thing to me is a triAe.> , 

* O Sophia ! it i& hard to leave you ; it i» harder l^iH 
' ta ibefire yon to for^t me ; yet the iincereft love 
'^ ohUgea me to both, rardoa my conceiving that any 
•* XBincnihrancei of JB0 can give you dlit^aiet; but if I 
' am fo glorioufly wretched, faerifice me every way to 

* yoar relief. Think I never loved you : or think 

* truly how little I deferve you ; and kam to fcorn 
' me for a prefumption which can never be too feverely 
' punifhed-*— I am unable to fay more— may guardian 

* angeh proted yon for even^ 

' He was' now fearching his pockets for his wax, but 
found none, nor indeed >viy thing elfe, therein ; for 
in tmth he had, in his frantic difpofltion, toifed every 
thing from him^ and among the reft, his pocket-book, 
whi'^h he had received from Mr. Allworthy, which he 
had never opened, and which now firil occurred to his 
memory. 

The houie fupplied him with a wafer for his prefent 
purpofe, with which having fealed his letter, he re- 
turoj^haftily towards the b{Qok iide» in order tofearch 

* for 
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for the things which he had there loft. In his way 
he met his old friend Black George^ who heartily con- 
doled with him on his misfortune : for this had already 
reached his ears^ and indeed thofc of all the neighbour- 
hood. 

Jones acquainted the game^keeper with his lofs, and 
he as readily went back with him to the brook^ where 
they fearched every turf of grafs in the meadow, as well 
where Jones had not been, as where he had been ; but 
all to no purpofe, for they found nothing : for indeed, 
though the things were then in the meadow, they 
omitted to fearch the only place where they were de- 
pofited i to wit, in the pockets of the faid George : 
for he had juft before found them, and being luckily 
apprized of their value, had very carefully put them 
ttp for his own ufe. 

The game- keeper having exerted as mneh diligence 
in queft of the loil goods, as if he had hope4 to find 
^em, defired Mr. Jones to recoiled if he had been in 
jio other place ; * For fure,' faid he, ' if you had loft 
' them here (o lately, the thittes mufl have been here 
' ftill } for this is a very unlikely place for any one to 
' pafs by ;' and indeed it was by great accident that he 
himfelf had paiTed through that field, in order tb lay 
wires for hares, with which he was to fupply a pouK 
terer at Bath the next morning. 

Jones now gave over all hopes of recovering his lofs, 
and almoil all thoughts concerning it, and turning to 
Black George afked him eameiUy, if he would do him 
the gregtefl favour in the world ? 

George anfwered with fome hefitation, ' Sir, yon 

* know you may^ command me whatever is in my 

* power, and I heartily wiih it was " in , my power to 
' do you any fervice.' In fad, the queftion daggered 
him ; for he had by felling game, amaffed a pretty 
good fum of money in Mr. Weilern's /ervice, and was 
afraid that Jones wanted to borrow fome fmall matter 
>of him ; but he was pr^fently relieved from his anxiety, 
by being defired to convey a letter to Sophia, which 
with great pleafure he promtfed todo. And indeed, I 
believe there are few favours which he would. not have 
gladly conferred on Mr^ J[oncs ; for he bore as much. 

grati- 
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gratitude towards him as he could, and was as honeft 
as men who love money better than any other thing in 
the univerfe, generally are. 

Mrs. Honour was agreed by both to be the proper 
means by which this letter fhould pafs to Sophia. 
They then feparated ; the game-keeper returned home 
to Mr. Weftern's, and Jones walked to an alehoufe at 
half a mile's diftance, to wait for his mefTenger's re- 
turn. 

George no fooner came home to his matter's houfe, 
than he met with Mrs. Honour ; to whom having firft 
founded her with a few previous queftions, he de- 
livered the' letter for her miftrefs, and received at the 
fame time another ffom her for Mr. Jones ; which 
Honour told him fhe had carried all that day in her 
bofom, and began to defpair of finding any means of 
delivering it. 

The game-keeper returned haftily and joyfully to 
Jones, who having received Sophia's letter from him 
inftantly withdrew, and eagerly breaking it open, read 
as follows : 

Sir, 
^ T T is impoflible to exprefs what I have felt fince I 

* X ^*w you. Your fubmitting, on my account, to 
' fuch cruel infults from my father, lays me under an 

* obligation I fhall ever own. As vou know his tem- 
^ per, I beg, you will, for my falce, avoid hini. 1 

* wifli I had any comfort to fend you ; but believe thi« 

* that nothing but the laft violence fhall ever eive my 

* hand or heart where you would be forry to lee them 

* bellowed.* 

Jones read this letter a hundred times over, and 
kided it a hundred times as often. His paffion now 
brought all tender delires back into his mind. He re- 
pented that he had writ to Sophia in the manner we 
nave feen above : but he repented more that he had 
made ufe of the interval of his meflenger's abfencc 
to write and difpatch a letter to Mr. Allworthy, in 
which he had faithfully promifed and bound himfelf to 
quit all thoughts of his love. However, when his 
T cool 
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cool refieQions returned, be plainly perceived that his 
cafe was neither mended nor altered by Sophia's billet, 
unlefs to. give him fome little giimpfe of hope front 
Jber conllaacy, ^of fome. favourable accident hereafter. 
He therefore refumed his refolntion, and taking leave 
of Black George, fet forward to a town about £ve 
jniles diilant, whither he had defired Mr. All worthy, 
uidt{s he pleafed to revoke his fenteoce, Xq fend kis 
things after him. 

C H A P. XUI. 

JTi^ heha^hur of Sophia 9h the prtfint tcta/hn ; *mhici 
mne ofhirJhcf^jsU plants <wh9 »re capable of hihoMtng 
in the fame manner. And the Hfct^fim of a knotty pohd 
in the conrt of co^iena. 

SOPHIA had pafied the lalfc twenty four hours ia 
no very defirable miAoer. During a large part 
of them fhe had been entertained by her aunt, with 
ledures of prudence, recommending to her the example 
of the polite world, where love (fo the good lady faid) 
is at prefent entirely laughed at, and where women 
CQXi£der' matrimony, as men do. offices of pnUic tnift, 
only as the means of making their fortmues, and of 
advancing themfelves in the world. Ift ccMnmeating 
on which text Mrs. Weftern had difplayed ber el0'« 
^uence during feveral hours, 

Thefe fagacious lefturec, though little fuited either 
to the tafte or inclination of Sophia, were, however, 
lefs irkfome to her than her own thonghts, that formed 
the entertainment of the night, during which (he never 
once clofed her tyes. 

But though ^e* could neither fleep nor reft in her 
bed ; yet, having no avocation from it, (he was found 
there by her father at his return from All worthy's, 
which was not till paft ten o'clock in the nvorning. 
He went dire^lly up to her apartment, opeaed the 
door, and feeing ihe was not up,-— cried. Oh ! you 
' are (sl^E^ then, and I am refolvcd to keep you fo.' 
He. then locked the door, and delivered the key to 
Honoar^ having firH given her tlvs ^riftcift charge, 

with 
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with great promifes of rewards for hdh fidelity, and 
moft dreaxlful menaces of pnnifhment, in cafe ilie 
ihoald betray her truft. 

Honour's orders were net to fufFcr her miftrefs to 
come out of her room withoat the authority of the 
*fquire himfelf, and to admit none to her but him and 
her aunt ; but fhe was herfelf to attend her with what- 
ever Sophia pleaied, except only pen, ink, and paper, 
of ^vhich fhe was forbidden the ufe. 

The *fquire ordered his danghter to drefs herfelf 
and attend him at dinner ; which ihe obeyed ; and 
having fat the ufcial time, was again conduced to her 
priibn. 

In the evening the gaoler HonouT brocght her 
the letter, which (he received from the game-keepfcr, 
Sophia read it very attentively twice or thrice overl 
and then threw herfelf upon the bed, and burfl into 
a flood of tears, Mrs* Honour exprefled -great ailo- 
niihttient at this behaviour in her midrefs ; norcoald 
ihe forbear very eagerly begging to know the caufe of 
this pailion. Sophia made her no anfwer for fome 
^ime, and then Parting fuddenly up, caught her maid 
hy the hand, and cried., * O Honour ! I am undone.* 

* Marry forbid,' cries Honour, ' I wilh the letter had 

* been burnt before I had brought it to your la'fhip* 
« I'm fure I thought it would have comforted your 
•* ia'fhip, or I would have feen it at the devil before 1 

* v^ould have touched it.' ' Honour,' fays Sophia^ 

* you are a good girl, 'and it is ifi vain to attempt con- 
•* cealiBg longer my weaknefs from you ; I have 

* thrown away my heart on a man who hath forfaken 
^ me.* ' And is Mr. Jones,' anfweried the maid^ 

* fuch a perfidy man ?' ' He has taken his leave of 

* me^' fays Sophia, ' for ever in that letter* Nay. 
•• he hath defired me to forget him. Could he have 
' defired that if he had loved me ? Could he have 
^ bor-ne fuch a thought ? Could he have written fuch 

* a word ?* * No certainly. Ma'am,' cries Honour, 
•* and to be fure, if the beft man in £ngland wad to 
' deiire mt %o forget him, I*d take him at his^word, 
' Marry come up ; I am fure your la'ftip hatji done 
f him too much honoar ertrto think on him. A 

« young 
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younjg lady who may take her chpice of all the yonng 
men m the country. ' And to be Aire, if I may be 
fo prefumptuous as to offer my poor opinion, there 
is young Mr. Blifii, who beiides that he is come of 
honeft parents, and will be one of the greateft 'fquires 
all hereabouts, he is to be fure, in my poor opinion, 
a more handfomer, and more politer man by half; 
and befides, 'he is a young gentleman of a fober 
charader, and who may defy any of the neighbours 
to fay black is his eye : he follows no dirty trollops, 
nor can anv bailards be laid at -his door. Forget 
him, indeed ! I thank heaven I myfelf am not fo 
much at my lad prayers, as to fuffer any man to bid 
me forget him twice. If the bed he that wears a 
head was for to go for to offer to fay fuch an affronting 
word to me, I would never give him my company 
afterwards, if there was another young man in the 
kingdom. And as I was faying, to befure there is 
^eung Mr. Blifil.' ■ * Name not his deteffed name/ 
cries Sophia. * Nay, Ma'am,' fays Honour, * tf 
your la'fhip.doth not like him, there be more jolly 
handfome young men that would court your la'ihip, 
if they had but the leaft encouragement. I don't be- 
lieve there is arrow young gentleman in this country, 
or in the next to it, that if you la'fhip was but to 
look as if you had a mind to him, would not come 
about to make his offers diredtly.' ' What a wretch 
doft thou imagine me,' cries Sophia, ' by affronting 
my ears with foch ffuff*! I deteft all mankind.' 
Nay, tobefure« Ma'am,' anfwtred Honour, 'your 
la'ihip hath had enough to give you a fnrfeit of them. 
To be ufed ill by mch a poor beggarly baffardly 
fellow.' ' Hold your blafphemous tongue,' cries So- 
phia, ' how dare you mention his name with difrefped 
before me ? He ufe me ill ! No, his poor bleeding 
heart faffered more when he writ the cruel words, 
than mine from reading them. O ! he is all heroic 
virtue, and angelic goodnefs. I am afhamed of the 
weaknefs of my own paffion, for blaming what I 
ought to admire. — O Honour ! it is my eood only 
which he confults. To my iiitereil he facrifices both 
himlelf and me, .The apprehenfion 6f ruin- 

. > • ing 
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* ing mc hath driven him to defpair.*' I am very glad 
Tays Honour, * to hear your la'fhip take that into your 

* coniideration ; for to be fure it muil be nothing lefs 

* than ruin, to give your mind to one that is turned 

* out af doors, and is not worth a farthing in the world.* 

* Turned out of doors,' cries Sophia haftily, * how 1 

* whatdoD: thou mean?' ' Why, to be fure. Ma'am, 

* my mailer no fooner told 'fauire Allworthy about 

* IWIr. Jones having offered to make love to your la'ihip, 

* than the 'fquire Gripped him ftark naked, and turn* 

* cd him out of doors.' * Ha !' fays Sophia, ' I have 

* been the curfed, wretched caufe of his deftrudlion ? 

* —Turned naked out of doors I Here, Honour,, take 

* all the money I have ? take the rings from my fin- 
^ eers. — Here my watch, carry him all. — Go find him 

* xmniediately.' * For heaven's fake. Ma'am,' an- 
iWered Mrs. Honour, * do but confider, if my mader 
' ihould mifs any of thefe things, I fhould be made to 
' .anfwer for them. Therefore }et me beg your la'fhip 

* not to part with your watch and jewels, Befides 

* the money, I think, is enough of all confcience ; 

* and as for that, my mailer can never know any thing 

* of the matter.' * Here, then,' cries Sophia, * take 
^ every farthing I aiti worth, find hiril out immediately 

* and give it him. po, go, lofe not a moment.' 

Mrs. Honour departed according to orders, and 
finding Black George below (lairs, delivered him the 
purfe which -contained fixteen guineas, beinjg; indeed 
the whole flock of Sophia : for though her father was 
very liberal to her, ihe was much too generous to be 
rich. 

Black George having received the purfe, fet forward 
towards the alehoufe ; but in the way a thought oc- 
curred to him, whether he fhould not detain this mo- 
ney likewife. His confcience, however, immediately 
Aarted at this fuggeilion, and began to upbraid him 
with ingratitude to his benefadlor. To this his avarice 
anfwered, * That his confcience fhould have confider- 
* ^ed the matter before, when he deprived poor Jones 
' of his cool. That having quietly acquiefced in what 
' was offo much greater importance, it was abfurd, if 
' not downright hypocrify, to a£e£t any qualms at 

* thk 
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• this trifle.' In TCtnrft to vrhich, confcience, like a 
^ood lawyer, attempted to diftingtii/h between an ab- 
lolate breach of tmft, as here where the goods were 
delivrered, and a bare concealment of what was fbtind, 
as in the former cafe, Avatite prefentiy 'treated this 
with ridicule, called it adiftindtion without a difference, 
and abfoltttelv infifted, that when once aft pretenfion^ 
of honour aira virtnc were given op in any one itrftance, 
that there ^as no precedent for reforting' to thenr upon 
a fecond occaiion. In ihort, poor confcience had cer- 
tainly been defeated in the argirntent, had not fear 
ilept in to her afliftance, and very ftrennouily urged, 
that the real ditlin6lion between the two a6lions did 
not lie in the different degrees oflionour, but of fafe- 
ty : for that the fccreting the 500I. was a matter of 
very little hazard ; whereas the detaining the fixteen 
guineas was liable to the utmoft danw of difcorery. 

By this friendly aid of fear, confcience obtained a 
compleat viftory in the mind of Black George, and 
after making him a few compliments on his honefty, 
fcrced him to deliver the money to Jones* . 

CHAP- XIV- 

A Jhcrt chapter 9 containing a Jhort diaUgue hetineen *Jquire 

Wejlern and bisjifter* 

MR S. Weilern had been engaged abroad all 
that day. The 'fqu ire met her at her retnrn 
; and when (he enquired afler Sophia« he ac- 
quainted her that he had fecured her lafe enough. 

* She is locked up in chamber,' cries he, ' and flo- 

• nour keeps the key.* ^ As his looks were full of pro- 
digious wifJom and fagacity wHen he gave his nfler 
this information, it is probable he expelled much ap- 
plaufc from her for what he iiad done ; but how was 
he difappointed ! when with a moll difdamful afpeft', 
ihe cried, ' Sure, brother, you are the weakeft of all 

* men. Why will you not confide in me for the roa- 
' nagcment of my niece ? Why will you interpofe ? 

* you have now undone all that I have been fpending 

• ray bicath in order to bring about. While I have 

< been 
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' been eiideavonriQg to fill her mpind vnHii m^xim^ of 

* prudence, you have been pmyoking' her * to* ftjfeft 

* them. Euglifti women, bx»ot?her, I thank ^tcaKren,] 

* ajre no flaves. We arc ftot. to be locked tip' li'k^ the 

* Spanilh and Italian wives. We h^e as gfoodja right 
^ to Uberty . as yourfelv^s.- W^ are to bfe^con^'ttcecf 

* by reaibn and perfuaiion only, and not governed *by 

* force. I have feen* the world, brother J' dnd-kncJw 
^ what arguments to make ufe of; and if yodr'foljiy had 

* not prevented me, fiiotild have prevailed wiih* her 

* to form Jier condnd by thofe»rules of ptuiejice a!hd! 

* difcretion which I formerly ta&ght hj6r.' * ^ T6*be 
fure,' iaid the 'fquire, * J stm. always in thc'Jvrohg.** 
f Brother,' anfwered the lady, ** You arc not itt the 

* wrong, unlefs when you meddle with matters beyoAcf 
' your, knowledge. You mull ag^ee, that I havtfeen 
f molt of the. world; and happy had it been for' my 

* niece,, if (he had not been taken from under my care.- 

* It is. by living at home wth you that fhe hathleartti 

* romantic notions of love and nonfenfei'- ^'*Youdon^t 

* imagine, I "hope,* cries the 'fquire, * that I have 

* taught her any fuch things.' * Your ignorance, 

* brother,' returned fhe, * as the great Milton fays, 
^ almoft fubdues my patience.'* * D — n Milton,* 
anfwered the 'fquire, ' if he had the impudence to fay 
' fo to my face, I'd lend him a doufe, thof he was 
"* never fo gxeat a man. Patience i an you come ta 
^ that, fiHer, I have more occafion of patience, to be 

* ufed like an overgrown fchooUbpy, as I am by you- 
' Do you think no one hath any under (landings unlefs 
^ he hath been about at court ? Pox 1 the world is 
' come to a fine pafs indeed, if we are all fools, ex- 
^ cept a parcel of round-heads and Hannover rats. 
-* Pox ! I hope the times are a coming that we fhall 
' make fools of them, and every man fhall enjoy his 

* own. That's all, filler, and every man fhall enjoy 

* his own. I hope to zee it, filler, before the Hanno- 
' ver rats have* eat up all our corn, and left us nothing 
< but turl!^% feed upon.' * I protell, brother/ 

* The reader nay perbapt fubdue his Qisik patieaee, if ho foarches 
for tkis m Milton. 

V9L. VII. O crie* 
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^e&ike, ^ you a«e nowgot k^roii4 my ttrnderAaadbn 
« Youc |ai;gQa of (uriHMs «iii Hmhovvt rats ta^ to me 
« perfbdlj Qiui^teUi^iS[<»«* * i bcdtieve,' cries ke, 
'^ you diCMTt car* tp kcarji^Qn; biU the cooAtiy ime- 
«. xefi Qiajr iuccecd 0»e da^ oc other iu aitt that.** < I 
« wiifty' aAfirMvd iji^bdy*. ^ y^tt waald tkiak » little 
^ olyoiu daughttf's iatMeft: for beKewe m*, fh^ii 
« 10. greater aa^ct |]^ tkQ wmiu' * Joft aow,* 
^d he« ,« vou dhii ixie feff Alahiry m hor, aad would 
f h^' hieji; Wt ta yoii>' ' Aim! if you wiM pcomife to 
^ iatficpoie ao i9<Mk' 9tiismrtd ftn^ ^ i vBtUp «u of my 

* regard to i^ 9MC«i, nfidwttihf ih» ohargiw'- * Well 
^ dp th^iV^ faid t^« 'f<yttrQ» ' fee you km)v £ always 
« agi;eed». that, womcm a« U^tpi opeteft «o masafe wo- 

* mea.' 

Mts. Wfftefn thfi^ dopajrtQd* nm;ttetlA9 ibmething 
HTXtK ^ air ol <iir4^W ciQiiQejQnuig women and ma- 
nageoieat of thf» iftrltioj|> ^he ionnediatiftly i^aii^d 
^/^of>hia,'5 apaFtment, who was now^ after a day's 
4CiAA4i^U)»^t» r^eaikd agakk froia hen c^tivity* 
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BOO ic vn. 

C H A t. I. 

w^ ccfH^arifin iet'weeii fhe fTd^ti and ihYStii^^ 

THE woi4d lifttli ofben i>eeti compaired' tb tlia 
. t^atre ; and many grave writers, as well at 
the pdets, have cOniidered human life, as a 
great-drama, refemblii^v^n almoft every particular, 
thofe (oenicalrejprereiltations^ which Thelpis isjirft 
i-eported to have invented^' and which have been fince . 
i-ecdvbd with fo much approbation and delight In all 
polite- cottiltrie^* . . , ' ' 

This thought hath been carried fo ^aiv and is 
'become ib general^ that ibme words pi'oper to the 
theatre, and which were at firfl metaphorically applied 
to the worlds are now indifcriihinately and literall]^ 
fpoken of both: thus ilage and tcene are hy common 
ufe grown as familiar to us, when we fpeak of life' in 
general, sfiswhen- we*coniine ourfelves to dramatic per- 
' formances ;' and when tra»ik6tions behind the curtain . 
are m^i&tioited, St. Jame&'s is more likely to occur to 
^ur thoiigto ^M jSfury-Lane. 

O z It 
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It may feem eafy enoagh to account for ail tKis^ by 
refleftibg thit the t]ief.tiical ilage is nothing mote than 
a reprefentatlon^ or, as AriHotle calls it, an imitation 
of what really exifts ; and hence, perhaps, we might 
fairly pay a very high compliment to thofe, who by 
their writings or aAions have been ib capable of imi- 
tating life, as to have their pi^ures in a manner con- 
founded with, or miHaken for, the originals. * 

Bnt, in reality, we are not fo f<md of paying com- 
pliments to thefe people, whom we ufe as children 
frequently do the inftruments of their amufement; 
"and have much more pleaTure in Kiflihg and buffeting 
them, than in admiring their excellence. There are 
many other reafoas Twhich ha^ ^uced us to fee this 
analogy between the world aiid the flage. 

Some have confidered the larger part of mankind in 
the light of actors, as perfdnating charaders no 
more their own, and to which, in fa£t, they have no 
better title, than the rplayer^ hi^th to be in earnefl 
thought the king or emperor whom he reprefents. 
Thus the hypocrite may be faid to be a player; and 
indeed the Greeks called them both by one and the 
fame name. 

The brevity of life hatk likewife given occafiou to 
this comparifon. So the immortal Shakefpear : 



Life's a poerplayier. 



^harftruts and frets his hdui' npon the ftage> 
And then is h^ard ntf more'.' ^ ' • 



ii 



For which hackneyed quotation, I will niake the rea- 
der antends by a very noble one, which few, 1 believe, 
have read. It is taken from the poem called the Deity, 
pubtifhed about nine years ago, knd long iihce buried 
m oblivion: a' proof that ^ good books- no more than 
jpo^d ihcn. do always forVive the bad'.* 

From thee • all humait^aftions t^ke their fprdngs. 
The rife of empires and* the fall of kings !• 

^ SectJievAST THEA.tRK OP Time difplsy-^d. 
While o'er the fcene •fucceeding- heroes tread h 

^^ • The IHiTT. 

With 
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• With p<»nptlie fhinmg images futceed^ ' 
V^Kat leaders triumph, and what monarchs bleed i ' 

' Perform the parts thy providence affign'd, 
Their pride^ -their pamon&, to thy ends incliil'd: * 
A while they glitter in the face of day, • • • i 

rrhen at thy nod the phantoms pafs away ; 
No traces left of all- the bnfy fcene, . ! 

Bat that remembrance fays-^T h b T h i R c s h av b 

BEEN I .-•..., 

In all thefe, however, and in every other finlilitfide oF 
life to the theatre, the refemblance hath i>een always 
taken from the ftage only. -None, as I relnember, have 
at all coniidered the audience at this great drama/ 
. But as nature often exhibits fome of her beft per-' 
formances to a very fall'houfe ; fo will the behjtviour' 
of her fpe^ators no lefs admit the above-mentioned' 
companion than that of her^ aA6rs« In this vadr the^; 
atre. of time are feated the' friendrand the critic^ htre^ 
are claps and (houts, hiiies and groans f inihoft; e^ery^' 
thing which was ever ieen or heard at tfhe Theatre* 
royaL ' ' • *•.-•.••.•. . • •. -' . t -f 

Let ns' examine this in one example :' for lAftance^* 
in. tbe behavionr of the great 'audience ion'''«thftt fcene* 
which nature wfspleafed to exhibited in the'i^th-Chap^' 
ter of the preceding book^ where (h6 introduced Black* 
George. running away withi the 50^1r''frdm^his'4ritend. 
and benefa^or. - • - • *. 

. Thofc who fat iit the world's tipper gallery, treated- 
that incident, I am well convinced, with their ufbal- 
vociferation ; and * every terni of fcurrilous reproach- 
was moil probably vented on that occafion. i •'' • 

. If we had defcended to tire next order t)f fp^^fors^- 
we fhould have found an equal degree. of abnorreAce^ 
thoi? gkle£i of noife a<^d fcurrility^ ^thcre^he go^' 
women gave Black George to the devil, and- many o£ 
them expeftcd every . minute ^ that the. cloven- footed 
gentleman would fetch his own. '. 

The pit, as ufual,' was no doubt . divided : 'tholc^ 
who delight in heroic virtue and perfed tharader, ob-' 
je£led to the producing fuch inilances of villainy, with- 
out poniihiug them very feverclyfor the fake of exam-< 

O 3 pie. 
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pic. ' Some pf the audMr'a friends cry^Am^ Look'e, 
« giencleraeiif the man is a villain ; but it i> nature for 

* all that.' And all the yo^ng critics of tl>e ^e, tho 
clerk.*:, ap premiere, 4:c. called it Iow» aad fell a 
groaning. 

As for the boxes, they behaved with their accuft^med 
politenefs. Moft of them were attend iog to fomcthing 
el(e. Soiae of thofe few who regarded the fceiie at ail> 
declared he was a bad kind of man ; while others 
refufed to give their opinion, 'till they had heard 
t|iat of the beft judges. 

Now we, who are admitted behind the fcenes of 
this great theatre of nature, (and no author ought to 
write anv thing befides didionaries and.fpelling-books 
who hatn not this privilege) can cenfure tiie allien, 
without conceiving any abfolute deceiUtion of the 
perfon, whom fierhaps nature may not hare defigned to 
aft an ill part in all her dramas :..for in this iiUlance, 
Isle mpft rxaftly reiesnbles the (hige, fince it is often 
dkC fame perfoQ who reprefeats |he villain and the 
lier« ; and he who angagf s your admiration to-dty, 
will probably attract your contempt to-morrow. As 
Garricky whom I regard in tragedy to be ^e greateft 
genius the world hath ever prodaced, fometimes con- 
defcends- to play the fool ; fo did Scipio the Great, 
and lisUns the Wife, according to Horace, many 
years ago : nay, Cicero reporca them to have been 

* incredibly childifh.'*— — Thefe, it is true, played the 
fool, like m)r friend Garrick, in ytSi only, but feve- 
ral eminent charadiers have, in numberlefs inftances of 
their lives, played the fool egregioufly in earned ; fo 
far as to render it a matter of K)me doubt, whether 
their wiidom or folly were predominant ; or whether 
t^ey were better intitled to the applaufe or cenfure, 
the admiration or contempt, the love or hatred, of 
mankind. 

Thofe perfons, indeed, who have paffed any time 
behind the fcenes of this great theatre, and -are the- 

-loughly acquaunted not only with the feveral difguifes 
which are there put on> but alfo with the fantaflic and 
capricious behaviour of the paflions, who are the ma- 

Jiagera and dite&ora oi \^% \Vic%Xt^» (^Cot as to reafon 
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the patentee^ ht » known to b<( a vtty Idlli ft4fow> tAhd 
feldom to exert iismfttlf ) may anoft probably have leAm« 
ed to under^ndtiiclamotts W/^Mv>^rf of Hdr&c^^ Or 
in the Engliih phraTe, to ^ttt at nothkig<. 

A fingic bad a& no more cotifiitutes a villain, in life,- 
tkatk a ifiiglebad part On the ilage. The palBonsi ¥Ai& 
the managers of a playhoufd, t^ften €dK^ knen upon 
parts, without ooafultinp their judgin^iitt^ kiiA fomfe- 
tinies without any regard to th^tr xSkiXtAi Thiks the 
man, as well as the player, ftiajrttMydtttalA w^irt \A hitti- 
felf a^s ; nay, it is common to iee vice fit as auk- 
-wardly on fome men, as the eharader of lago would 
on tlve ho^ft face of Mr. William Mills. 

Upon the whole, then, the man of candour and of 
true underftandinr is. atver haily to coadeainv He tSLti- 
cenfure an. imperfe^ten^ or tvesa a vice^ ^ witlvo^t I'agv 
agaiail the guilty party. In a word, thoy *aine the iamo 
folly* thfs i^e childifliMr*, the£sitike iU^hMedittgi and 
tke fome i^lvqatate, :w)nc& raife aU the tlatttoisiis audi 
. uproars both in life and on the flage. TheWefft ^ 
men geAofally havfe the 1^r«U rogue and villaUi ttiDil 
in theil* mouths, u the loWeft of all tuletdvet a»e the 
apt<ft to cry Oat low in tie pit. 

C K A P. J?"., 

■ ' ibffft/effi ; 

JONES received his eiaOs from Mr. AH^orth^'flT 
early in the monitn^j With the fdllowi^^^ anl\i%f 
to his letter. ' 

' Sia, - . . • V ^ 

' T AM Commanded bymy uliolv td aoqpflSnt'VM/ 
< X that as hs did not proceed to thdfe liifeaAlf^s' 
' he had tak^n tvith you, withont the grebteft delibe- 

* rationr and after tlifc fulleft evidence of your uhwiM--.' 
' thiaefs, fd will it be always out of yeur pdwift^ to' 

* cauf^ the laaft alteration in his refolatiattk Hermit- 
' preflbs great furprize at youi- prefamption tn faying* 

* you have refigned all preteniionft to > a. young lad)r^ 

O 4. * to 
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« tp yfboti: it ,i& impofllble' you ihoiild eve^ have had 

• s^y, her birth and fortune harisig made her fo inE- 

• fiitcly yopi: faj^^rior^ Lailly, I am commanded to 

• tell you, tka< the oiijy iajlance of your compliaxico 
*. with my UBcle'&inclinatioaSy which he requires, is, 

• y9ur.imin6d»atQiy qaittiag ihis. country. I cannot 

• C4^fl€lude this without offering you my advice, as a 

• chriftian, .that you would fei:ioufly think of amend- 
*. ing yoqr Jifej that you n^ay be afiiftcd with grace lb 

• M>M» •win be aJwayfi the prayer of 

' . ., \ . , ' . * Yourhpmbje ferVant/ 

*- W. Blifijl/ 

► . .. . • . 

. Marty contending* pa£tons were raifed in our heroe's 
mind by tlii&-letter $ bat the tender prevailed atiaftover 
the ihdignoBt *and irafczble, and a flood of tears came 
ftafbnawytc'hi&affiftance, andpofilbly prevented his 
misfortimes hom either taxning his head of buriUng 
liis heart* 

He grew, however^ fooB aihamed of indalgiag^ this 
xemedy. ;. and Parting, up, he cried, ' Well then, I 

• will give Mr. AUwocthy the only inftance he r^- 
' quires of my obedience. I will go this moment— 

• but whither ?— why let fortune direct ; fiixce there 
' is no other who thinks* it of any confequence what 
t becomes of tkis.wretched perfoi^ itihall-be amatter 
' of equal indifference (o myfelf. Shall I alone re* 

• gard what no other ?-^— Ha ! have I not reafon to 
^ think .there, is another? — One whofe value is above 
^ that of "the ^hole world X-^l may, J muft imagine) 

• my Sophia is not indifferent to what becomes of me. 

• Shall I then leave this only friend. — And fuch a 

• friend ? Shall I n«t ftay with her r — Where ? how 

• <MM. t'ftay»w2th.,her ^ Have I any hopes of ever feeing 
*> her, tJWHigh ihe was as defirous as myfelf, without 
*. expofing her to the wratK T>f her father ? and to 
' what purpofe ? Can I think of foliciting-fnch a crea- 
*- ture to confent to her own ruin f Shall I indulge 
*- any paffion of mine at iuch a price?— Shall I lurk 
'^-abott tthis country like a thief, with fuch inten- 
«, tions ?— No> I diidain, I detcfL the thought. Farc- 

• wet 
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f wely^Sopkki fatewd moft lovelyij moft beloved.-— ^ 
ff esi;:paffio^ fl<>pt . hur inoatli^ and ^imd-^ re^t at .^lij^ 
eyes.. ■.•.■*•.-• • . ;;• • - . • . ^ . : • 
. And now, havtnjg taken a .reiblutton to leaye the 
countryy he began to debate with himielf whither he 
ihould ^. The. world, as Milton phrafes it, lay all 
befpi:e,hi'm j and Jones, no more than- Adami. had any 
n^an to whom he might refoi-t for comfort or affiftance. 
AIL his acquaintance, were the acquaintance of Mr. All* 
worthy, and he had no reafon to expe^^ any coonte* 
nance, from them, as that gentlemai^ had withdrawli 
Ifis favour from him. Men of great and good charac- 
ters ihould indeed be very cautious how they difcard 
their depend.ents ; for the conifequence to the unhappy 
faiferer IS beingdifcarded by ail others^: , . 

What courfe of life to purfu&^ or tO: what buiinefa 
to > apply . Jiimfelf, : wa^ a fecoad cpnfideration : and 
hc^e the profpe6l' was ^11 a melanciioly vbid.r. Every 
profeiHon J ai^d every, trade, required length of time« 
and what was worfe, moi^ey ; for matters sare fo con<* 
flituted, that * Nothing out of nothing' is not. a truer 
xnaximin ph)cfics than in politics ;, and every man 
who is. greatly deditute of ropnpy»' is on-tha^ accoiint 
en tirely excl uded 'froinr all means of acquiringit. 

At laft the ocean, that hofpitable friend. to the 
wretched, opened her .capacious arms to receive him^; 
and he initantjyjrefolved to accept hei. kind iavitatibn. . 
Toexprefs myfelf lefs figuratively', he detexmmedto < 
£0 to fea. 

This thought indeed no fooner.fugg^ed itfelf^than 
be eagerly embraced it ;., and ha^vixig pi^fentl^r, hired 
|korfe5, he ist pi^t for Briflol to put it in execfition. 

But before we attend him on this expedition, wa 
fliall refor^t awhile to Ms. Weftern^, and fee what far- 
thcf; happened, to. the charming Sophia* : 
•• . * ■ • • ■ ,. ■ ' < ' . 

- . , CHAP, in: : ". ' I 

i 

* > 

TH E morning in which Mr^ Jones departed/ * 
M1S4 Weilem fummoned .Sophia intaher apart- 

O 5; menf 
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m^t, and kavinf firft ncftahiMd ker 1^ flia bad 
obutned Ker V^wty ^ Jmf fkk«r» flio jifo^Md^ i^ 
read her a long ledture on the fubjedl of inatrimeftf ; 
which ihe treated ««t as % foa^ftijc ^hem4 of kap- 
pincfi arhing fro» love, a«^ it ka^ keen delciibcd ky 
«ie poets ; nor did flie mentioi^ aB}^- &i Aofc piu^fes 
for which we ar# taught by dkvaMft h> fieg^'4 it at &• 
ftttuted' by facfed authority ; (k» oottfidefed k rathet 
as a fand ni which prgdeat- wmma depofitQ tkek^ fer- 
tones to the bed iktvatitage, in o^derto^ receive a, larger 
intereft for ihem tha» they cotfld hava- el^fewhere. 

When Mrs. W«Aef a had ftsiihed) Sophia aftiWered^ 
^ That ihe was very i»<»pabla of' arguing- with ar lady 
^ of her aunt's Ifipeiiop kno#ledgc and ex^erimicc, 

* efpecially on a fubje^ whieH §io had (¥ very little 

* cot^^Kttit^ as this of mat^iHion^^' 

• Argue with AC/ Child !^ replitd the ofih^s ' I 
^ do npt btdeed exped^ i«< I fl^ld ha*^ ften the 
^ worl^d to irery Uttla purpofe- t#ikty> if I ans- te ai^oe 

* with one of y<nir years* I have taken thi^ trouble, 

* in order to in^u^ yoa« Tke:a»tieatph^r<lpheF5» 
*• foch as Soe? . ,is». AlcHb4ades> and atherl> did not 
^- uieto argue wkh-tkeir fchokrs^ You-a^oto coi^i- 
' der tt€|» Child>, as^ Soera«e«>,not-aMag your oipfiHon» 

* but only informing you afisine** Fiom which- lail 
words tJKe reader ma^ poffib^ itaa^ae^ that* tkk l&dy 
had* read m> mora or tfee philo^phy-of Soeratefy than 
fte had of that of Aleibiades^^ akd ihdeed we-taanot 
refqlve h^s curiofity as to this pcpit, 

' Madam/ €rie5^ophift> * I haVe-iiever prefttaed 

* to cqntrorcrti any opinion of yours; and' this Aib* 

* je^, as r fafid, I* have ftcv^r yet thought ofj and 

* |3!erhaps nfver may/ 

* Indeed" Sophy,' replied t^eaunt, ♦ thi^ diffiiniK 

* lation with me k. ^e«€fy fooliOl. The French- ftftlf 

* as foon perfuade me, that they take foreign towns 

* in defence only of, their, qwa country^ as you can 

* impofe on me to believe you have never yet thought 

* ferioufly of matriu|0uy, , ijovt^ c^. you. Child, af- 

* fedt to deny that you nave confidered of contraftlng 

* ao.aHiancc*. whei^.you.fo wsllJaiowI;aofc.aGquaiflt?(l 
*^ widv the. pa*ty.witk whom yvHb.de&ca to ,c(»traa i} ^ 

• An 
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' to the intereft o£ the Butch ! ltft> hf6wevcr, if )to4 

* have not Tiilfterto €6rifid^r*d 6f this' fnatter^ I pro- 

* ttiiifi you it is fto\<f' High tifltt? j ft«r nly brdther m rtfi 
« fol^^d iiiihiedkt^^ 16 c6^clud« ih€ trtizty Mth Mt. 
« Bli^l ; kitd ifi4Mi % ittil 9, {oH 6f gvLttrivtte^ In ihfe 

* alfeir, afid hiiv* pt^traAd y^ur eontiilT«ac«/ ' 
' Indeed, Madam, aie& Sophia, ' thi§ is thi 4^lf 

* irfftati^e in whieh i tiiuft difob^y both yovttCelf and 

* my Rthcr. Fdr fki* i^ a match \<^hlch required v*r^ 

* little cohiideraeiofi iti in6 16 i»cfu(e.* 

« If I wks not as Iffe^t a phii6l^|ih«]< as Sotrki^ 
' hirtfeFf/ retfurned Mrs. Wiftcrh, ^ ytWf wo^ld eVef* 
*' cojiie tAy patience. What ol^JefHoh tkn y64 litai^k 
*■ to- the ybuti^ gefttleman'F' 

* A vetffcAiS obj^aiofi f» iS^ bj^Ulk/ fay^ Soi 
phia.-*** I hate Mih-/ 

' Will you nevcM" l*ai»a tt plro^et lift ^f Wot&P 
anfwered the aunt. ' Indeed, Child, you (hould coht 

* fult Bailey's Diiftioihary. It i% fihpblTibl^ you Aould 
^' hate a min^ from whotn yod.hate receired no injury** 
'^ By h^tfed, thdWfore, you meaft no mdi^ than dilC 
*'■ like, whidh is no- fu«cient Obj^ioh againft yohjr. 

* nl^riyihg of him. I have knowii many <ibttple8,n 
*• who KavtJ entirely dilfliked ea^ 6thcr, lekd' very 

* comfortable, gHxi&el lives. Believ<^ ifte, CkiW, I 

* kno^ thefc things tetter tHtfnybtii Yoirwill allb><r 
« moi I think, to h^vt ftifn the world, mi whieft I 
*' have not an, acqaalntanc<5 who-wiJlHd* not rather hhr 

* thought tddiflike het« hiilband-,. than td IfkehW. 

* The contirafjr is TueK- otit' of fafhiWi- i^inaritic hon- 
« fenfe. that the very iniaginatibn of itH^ fhocking.? 

' 'Indeed, Madhtn,' replied- So|Jhia,^ ifhallnifver 
*• Warry a man I difHke; If I prolciife'my father never - 
^ to coriferlt to any rrtftrriage contrary to his incKiia- 
«• tiorfs, Ithihk Titiiiyr hoptf hevi^Hl riev^ir' fbitJe ine 

* i'ritorthat f^atecdnttaty tcfmyoWh.' • 

* Inclinations!' Crfe* the'aurlt> with fome waraithL- 

* Irtclinatiorrs ! I* am aftoniihed at yoiii^ affoitece?.' A . 

* young woman of yourttgei and-'imniftrried-, t^tilfc. 

* of inclinations?. But whatever yo«r indinationa 

6. •-xn^ " 
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/ may bf , my brother is refolved ; nay> fince yoa 
f talk of iticlin aliens 9, 1 ihajl adviie him tQ baftea the 
ff treaty. - Inclinations I' 

. Sophia tjiea flung berfelf upon her knees, and tears 
began tu trickle from her ihimng eyea. Siie entreated 
her aviAtf *• to have mercy upon- her> and not to refent 
•5 fo'^ruelly her unwillingnefs to make hecielf mifera- 

* ble ; often urging, ^at; ihe alone was concemedy 
f ;aad.that hprhappiue^ only was at ilake.' 

/•. As a bailiitV when >vell authoqifed by his writ, bavr 
ing poiTefi'ed himfelf of the periba of Tome unhappy 
debtor, views all his tears without concern : in vaia 
the wretched captive attempts to raiie compaffion ; 
xn vain the tender wife bereft of her companion, the 
little prattlii^ ;boy, or frighted girl, are mentioned as 
inducements to rel usance* The noble bumtrap, 
blind and dtaf to every circun^fUace of diilrefs;, greatly 
foars above all the motives to humanity,, and mto the 
^an4& 9f Uie' gaoler i^iffQlves to deliver ids miferable 

i Not. lefs bUnd to the tears, or left deaf to every 
entreaty of Sophia,- was the politic aunt,/ nor le£». dc 
^rmined was ihe to deliver over the trembling maid 
into the arms of the gaoler Blifil., . She anfwered witii 
jgreat iippetuofity, * So far. Madam, from, your being 

* concerned ajloi^e, your concern is the leaft, or furely 
f the leall important. It is the honour of your family 
>^ which is. concerned in^ this alliance ;. you are only 
' the inft^jument.. .Do . yoji .conceive, millrefs,. that 
;' an intermarriage between kingdoms,, as when a 
•.daughter of France is married into. Spain, the 

* princefs hef felf is alone, confidered in the match ? 

* No, it is- a match between two kingdoms, rather 
.•' than between two perfpns. The fame happens in 
.* great families, fucii as ours*. The aljiance betweea 
.* the families is the principal xaatter*. -Yoa ought to 
*• have a. gre^itpr regard for the honour of your femily 

* than for your own perfon^j aild if the examtple of a 
. * princefs cannot infpire you/with-thefe noble thoughts, 

f you cannot furely complain at being ufed no worfe 
.*• tkaQ ali prii^ceiTtis ^re ufed.* 

. .^ " *• I 
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'.Ihcwe^ Madam,' cries Sophia, with a little* ele- 
vation of :voicej ' I fhall never do any thing to difho^ 
/ nour my family;; bat af for ^ir. Bliiil> whatever 
^ jsiavbe the confequence, I am reiblved againflhim*, 
^ and no- force ihall prevail in his favour.' 

Weftern, wha had been within hearing during the 

freater part of thje preceding dialog ue, had now ex- 
auiled all his patience i he tj^ierefore entered the 
room, ia a violent paffion, crying, .*:D— n me then 
< irihatuxit ha'n, <lT^n me if Siatunt. that's all— ^ 

* that's all I ■ ■ ; ■ d-«-Ha. me if ihafimtJ 

Mrs. Wcftern hafl colleded a fuHlcient quantity of 

wrath for th^ uie of Sophia ; but fhe.now transferred 

it all to the. Jiquire.. ; ' Brother,* £aid ihe, * it » 

.^ aftonifhing that you will interfere in a mattec which. 

' you had totally left to my negotiation. Regard to 

' my family hath made .me take upon myfelf to be* 

,*■ the mediating power, in order to redify thofe mi^ 

' takes ia policy which you have committed in your 

' * daughter's education. For, brother, it is you ; it 

' is your prepoilerous condudt which hath eradicated 

/ all the feeds that I had formerly fown in her tend^- 

/ mind.^ — It is you your felf who have taught her di£- 

*■ obedience.'- . ■ ■ * Blood l' cries^ the .'fquiro, 

foaming at the mouth,. ' you are enough to conquer 

* the patience of the devil.!. Have I ever taught my 
.' daughter difobedience ? Here fhe Hands ;. fpeak. 

* honeifly^ girl> did ever I bid you be difobedient to 
.* nie? HavertotI done every thiitg to humour,., and 
^*- to gratify you> and to make yott obedient to me I. 
.* And very obedient to me ihc was when a little 
,^ child> before yon took her in hand and fpoiled her, 
/ by filling heriiiead with a pack of cpurt notions.-^ 
.* Why,— why, — ^^whv,T— did 1 not over-hear you tel- 
,* ling her Ihc muH oehave like a'princefe ? You have 

* made a Whig of, the girl j and. how. ihould.her fa- 
' iher, or any body elfe^ expefl any obedience from 

* her V . * Brotlier,^ anfwered Mrs.. Weftern,. with an. 
air of great difdaiuj^ * i c,annot exprefs the contempt 
' . I have for your politics of all kinds ; but I will 
^ appeal' likewife to the youn^lady her/elf, whether! 
^ have ever taught luex aay puncip les of difobedience. 
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'Oil the cdntnuy, niece^ Inrve I mtc endesmmred'to 
' ififptre yon with « troe i#e« of &e Itfveral rdatiom 
^ ift whick a human cfeatttre ftsn^s in focicty ^ H^ve 
' I not taken inftnive pains to fltovr yd«, that the few 
' of nature hath enjoined a duty oir ehfldf eft tct their 

* Parents ? Have I not told you wHft Plato feys on 

* that fubjeft ?— A fobjea: on which yoir was ft) no*- 

* toriottfly ignoratit wheit ydu eame^iirft rnider my acre, 

* that I verfiv believe you did not know th^ rehttion 

* between a daughter and a father* • *Tfe a: lie/ an- 
fwered Wefiem. * The girt h ffC^ ftrclr a fcol, as to 

* live to eleven years old without knowing drtt (he 

* was her fether^s relation.' • O moreth^n Gothic 

* ignorance,* anfwered the lady;-**-* And as for 
' your manners, brother, I muft ttll you they deferve 
■ a cane.' ' Whv then you may gi*it me, if yon 

* think you are able,' cries the 'Itjuire ; * nay, I ftp- 

* pofe youi niece there will be ready enough to help 

* you.' * Brother,' Aid Mrs. Weftcm, ^ though I 

* defpife yott beyond expreifion, yet I fhali endure 

* your infolenceno longer; fo I delire my^ coach may 
' be got ready immediately, for I am refoivedto leave 

* your houfe this very mominff.*' * Arid a good rid- 

* dance too/ anfwered he; 'I cstn Bear your info* 

* Icnee no longer, an you come to that. Blood ! it 

* i$ alniofl enough of itfelf, to make my daughter nn^ 
« dervnlnemy fcnfe, when fhe hears you tdl mo everjr 
*^ minute vou dfcfj)ife me.* • It is impoffible, it u 

* impoflible, cries the aunt; no one can undervalue 

* fuch a boor,' * Boar,' anfwered the 'fquire, * I am 

* no boar ; no, nor afs ; Ao, nor rat neither, Ma- 

* dam. Remember that-— I am no rat. I am a true 

* Englifliman, and not of your Hannover breed, that 

* have eat up* the nation.* • Thou art one of thofc 
' wife men,* cries fhe, * whofe nonfenfical priocii^les 
^ have undone the nation ; by weafcettilTg the hands 

* of our govetnmeiit at hdme, and by £fcoaraglng 

* our friends, ^d by encouraging our enemies abroad.' 

* Ho, ate you come back to your politics,' cries the 
'fquire, • as for thofc. I defpife'thcm as much as I do a 

* f— t.' WMch laft word he accompanied and graced 
«/ith the very aaioari whidt> tf' ilVothets, was' the 

moft 



ma^pHifmH^i^i Ainclwkedierk waf tkts wori, or thi^ 
contempt expreft for her politics ^ which tnoft affedled 
l^ro. Weftem, I will' not dttermintf bttt fte flew 
iiVtO' the moft violent rage, uttered phrafes impropet 
to hie heve related, and kiftandy burl! ont of the 
Ih0a(e« Ndrdid het brother or her niece thiak pro- 
|>«f -ei^hi^ to 4k^ or to follow her !- for the ojte way fo- 
iiMick poffisjfebd' by- coneerfr, and therotiier by- aJngerj^, 
^^^tl^y we^e^jrendered alfnoft^ motioirleis. 

The^i^tti#e> however, fcnt after hts fi#ep the fame 
\o\la, whiieh attends the departure of a hare, when (he 
i6 ArSt ftac«^ befdre the hounds. He was indeed s 
2;reafC natfler of t^i^^ kind' of vociferation, and had a 
^olla proper for mo4t 06ca£ons in life. 

Wattien who^ H?ke Mr». Weftem, know the wof M,^ 
ahid hAve applied thenrfelves to phtlolbphy and po- 
ntics, woold hate- immediately availed rhcmitlves of 
the pr^ftt di^e(ition of Mr. Weftem'^ mind ; by 
ihrowiilg^ in » ftwartfol compltmentfr ta his under- 
ftan^ng" at thcf evpenoe of- his abfewt adverfary ; but 
poor SOpltia wa»alt flmpJkity. By which- word we dt> 
ji^^intend teihGAfeate^tJo-oarrtfaifcr, that-fhc was filly„ 
whitfkis generi^Hy under^od as a fynonimous term 
with fimpk^: fbr^ihe was indeed a m^ fbn^bie girl, 
acid'lirer undefd^anidihg #fts of the iii'ft rate; bat fhe 
wai^tc^ ftit' that .dftlAil-art which fbmales convert- to foi 
mafiy^ §00^ p^efbs ih life-, ai^d' whkh> asr it ntthet 
si#4lii!» &om^e^hefKr^tkairfhnfr tKehead, iroft^ ciie 
pro^rty of the fillieft of womea.. 
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^ ■■ » 

4^^m^, of a^om/rji giJikfuiAfinu^ Uikeip^from ih$> life*. ' 

MRL Weftcvn harow fimftad his> hollii, 2XiA taken 
a> little bvoath^ DeLgaa» to laMene^ i«^> v^ry ^^ 
thriic: temts, the ttnfortunaite condition of men ^ wl)0 
are» ^a.he, aiwaysnwhiptin bythehnmoursof ioifte 
d«iMl^*d b*^ of.Qthen I think 1 wfts haid rumenoughr 
hy^yow ittoth^fbr/ one xs^n % but after giving* h^tfT' a 
4od|gp# Iwfg^s* aaoilvr l»-^fottawa »ye opom Bfat foil ^ 

buc 
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bat curfe jny jacket if I wili be f «&<dowa ia t)iu msifiA<;r 
by any o'um. 

^opixia never had a finale dijfp ate. with her father, 
till this unlucky affair of £h£lj oi^ any account^ except 
in defence of her mother, whom, ihe had laved moib 
tenderly, though (he loil her bx tlie elev^th year of 
her age« The 'fquire to whom tha( peQr.wam^ii had 
been a faithful upper feryantall the t^ne qf their mar- 
riage, had returned that behaviour, by- majc^ng what 
the worid. calls a good hulband. He very f^dom fwore 
at her (perhaps not above once a week) ajidneV.er beat 
her,; Ihe had not the leaft occafion for jcalpufy, and 
was perfe^ miilrefs of her time ; foj; ihe was never in- 
terrupted by her huA)and, who was engaged all the 
morning in his iicldexercifes^ and all the evening with 
bottle companions. She fcarce; indeed ev^r /aw him 
but at meals ; where fhe had t)ie pl^fure of carving 
thofe diilics .which ihe had befordi attended a( ^t drei- 
iing. From thefe meals ihe retired about $ve minutes 
after the other .fervants ,,, having .only ilayed to drink 
the king over .the water. . Such were, i^ feems, Mr» 
\Veilern'3 prder^ $ for it was a max^m with him^ .that 
women ihould come in with the $r& diih^ and go out 
after the Brik glafs. Obe4ience to thefe oxders wa& 
perhap no difiicult talk : for the converiation (if itonay 
be fo called) was feldom fuch as could entertain a. lady. 
It confiiled chiefly of hallowing^ finging, relations of 
fpoftine adventures^ b«-<<i-*y, and abuie of v^omen, 
and of me government.. - . ., - 

Thefe, however, where the only ieaibns when Mr* 
Weflern faw his wife : for when he rejpaire^ to her 
bed, he was generally fo. drunk. that he could not fee; 
and in the fporting feafon he always rofe from her be- 
fore it wac light* Thus was ihe perfed milFrefs ofher 
time; and had beftdes a coach and four ufually at her 
command ; .though unhappily indeed the badhe& oCthe 
neighbourhoqd, and of the. roads, inade thiJs of little 
ttfe.: for none who had- fet much value oa. their necks 
wo (lid have paiFed through the^one, or who had iet any 
value on their hours, would have viiitcd the otlier. 
Now to deal honciHy with* the .reader, ..ihe ^id not 
jBitkraltxhe-xjrtttjyi expededr to fa much Jndolgence ; 

' for 
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fbrlh^ had befeti matricd agairift her will, by at fbnxT 
Father, • fhe match having been rather advantageous on* 
h.er ilde : for the-'fqoire's eftate was upwards of 3600I/ 
a ytkr, andher'fortnne no more than a bare 8000I. 
Hence perhaps fhe had* contrafted a little gloominef* 
of temper : for fhe was rather a good Servant than a 
f;;ood wife ; nor had fhe alway;5 the gratitu4e to return 
the extraordinary degree 0f roaring mirth, with which 
the 'fquire received her, even with a good humoured 
fmile. She ' would, raforeover, fometimes interfere 
with matters which did not concern her, as the violent 
drinking^of her hufband, which in ihe gentlell term* 
file would take fome of the few opportunities he gave 
lier of rcmonflrating againfl. And once in her life fhe 
very eameftly intreated.him to carry her* for twa 
months to London, which he peremptorily denied ; 
nay, was angry with his wife for thc-requeft ever af- 
ter, being wdl a?f{\xred^ that ail the'hufbands in Loa-' 
don arei cuckolds. . . . 

Foe this laft,; and many other goodreafons, Weflem" 
at length heartily hated his wife ; and as he nev^r con-' 
cealedthis hatred befoCre her death, fo he .never forgot* 
it afterwards V but when any thing- in the leafl Toured 
liim^. as a bad fcentingiday, or a diftemper among hir 
hounds, or any other fuch misfortune, he conflantly* 
ventedhis ipleeh by invedivesagainfl the deceafed ; {aiy^ 
ing,-r-'.if my wife was alive now^ fhe would be ^ad* 
* of this.* ' 

. Thefe inveftives he was efpecially dcfirous of throw-' 
ing forth before Sophia : for as he loved her more than' 
he did any other, fo he was really jealous that fhe had 
loved her mother better than him. And this jealou fy* 
Sophia feldom failed of heightening on thefe occailons :* 
for he was not contented with violating* her ears with 
the abufe of her mother, but endeavoured to force an 
efxplicit approbation. ofa II this abufe> witl^ which de-' 
fire he never could prevail upon her byany promifeor 
threats to comply.* 

Hence fome of my readers will, perlwps, wonder 

that the 'fquire had not hated Sophia as much as he 

had- hated her mother : but i mufl inform them,, that 

hatred is not theeffedt of love, evea through the me- 

• • i 
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divtm of iealoafy. It is» iuietd^ verypeftble for jea- 
lous perlons to kill the objcdls of their jealoafyi bot 
not to hate them. Which ientimenC being a pretty 
hau-d jnorfel^ and bearing fomethiQg of the air of a 
paradox, we fhall leave the reader to cihcw the c«d 
upon it to the end of the chapter. 

C H A P. V. 

^'be gener^tis hibaviour ofSepbia towMrds her^tuntm 

SOPHM kept filence during the foregoing fpecch 
of her father, nor did ihe once anfwer otherwife 
than with a Agh ; but as he underftoodnone of the lan- 
guage, of, as he^aU^d it, lingo, of the eyes, fo \A 
was not fatisfied without fome further approbation of 
his fentiments ; which he now demanded of his daugh« 
er ) telling her, in the ufuftl way« * he expcded ike 
was ready to take the part of every body againft hin, 
as ihe had always done that of the b- " * ■■ her mo- 
ther.' Sophia remaining ftill filent, he cried oat, 
What art dumb ? why doft unt fptak. Was not thy 
mother a d— d b-* to ine ? anfwer me th^t. What, 
I fuppofe you defpife your father too* and doa*t think 
' him good enough to fpeak to ?' 
' For heaven's fake, Sir^' anfwered Sophia, ' do 
not give fo cruel a turn to my filence. I ^an fure I 
would fooner die -than be guilty of any difrefpcdk to-' 
wards you ; but how can I venture to fpeak, whto 
every word muft either offend my dear papa, or con- 
. vi(5l me of the blacked ingratitude as well as impiety 
to the memory of the beil of mothers : for fuch i am 
certain my mamma was always to me V 
' And your aunt, I fuppofe, is the beil of fifters 
too 1' replied the 'fquire. * Will you be {q kind as 
to allow that ihe is a b-^? I may fairly infifl upon 
that, I think.' 

* Indeed, Sir,' fays Sophia, * I have great obliga- 
tions to my aunt. She hath been a fecond mother 
to me.' 

• And a fecond wife to me too,* returned Weftern ; 
fo you will take her part too I you won't confefs that 
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^tk ndtii'-dtf fflit ef the vileft fifter iti th^ 



' XsTpJoa jai^iwonl. Sir/ crksSraliia, ' I oittfl belie 

my ^art wickedly if 1 did. I know my aunt mid 

ytxoL cUAr very npttch in ypurwayv of tkinkixig ; but 

I hsye heard her a thouiand tiioes ^xprefs the «;reateft 

aifeftion for yOM 4 and i am coarinced^ fo far from 

her being tke wisrk idkat in else motlA, there are 

very Bsw who love a brodier better.* 

' The@n||i& of all whtdi is/ anfwonpd ^tm ^fquire^ 

that I am ia dw wrong. Ay» certainly. Ay, to be 

€mr^, thie woiaaa is in the xi^^, and the man in th6 

' ^lOBg always.* 

* Panioii tne, 8ir,' crie^ Sophia* ' I do not fay fo.* 

* What don'c you ^,' attfwered the father ? * yoil 
^ have the impudatce ^ ^y ike's in the right ; doth 
' itnocfottow then of oooir^ %faa« I am in the wrong ? 
' And^rhif s'i^am in the wrong tO' fu£«r fnch a pref. 
*: iapytonan U»fuiKt9miuk ^-*^ to eome Into my houfe. 
* Shis tnay ^^kit m^ til- a plot for any thing I know^ 
« snd gft^o my eftttct to the govaminent.* , 

*' So4», SWi from injuring^ you oryonr eftate/iayi 

Bofi^a, ' if my attnc had died yefterdav, I un convin« 

' isA&Oi would have'Mtyou her whole fortune.* 

Whether Sophia intended it or no, I fhall not pi«<* 

£timB to Mttt i but emain it is^ thefe iaft words pe- 

nesmited^^ery dtap in«o tbe eoKd of her father^ and pro-* 

dttcodamueh more fenfiMe eiUta than^all ihe had faid 

bofine.' He reoehMd the found with much the fam^ 

a^on as a mai^ reeeives a bullet in his head. He 

ftatttedy Haggeredy alid ttfmed pale. After which he 

remained £lent iibore a mitiuttf, and then began in the 

following he^tating manner. vYeil^day! fhe would 

have l^t me her eHeate yefterday ! wonld (he ? Why 

yeAntday i of all the days^ i(i the year ? I fuppofe if 

Hxt dies to-morrow ihe will leave ic to fomebod^ 

elfe, and perhaps ont of the vamily :' ' My annt. 

Sir,' cries Sophia, * hath very violent pafHons, and 

^ I can't anfwer what (he may do ondep their infiu^ 

♦ enc«.' 

* Yon can^tl^ n^urned the father,. * and pray who 

L hntii baeu thn nccmlioa oi putting lier into thofe v\o* 

- « lent 
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' ]eQtpftffiim&? Nay/svliolHith wBtaihy^^vt^hathaita 

* them ? Was not yoaand (he Hard at^it before IcaBne 
•' iato the room ? Befidea^ was jiot all ovr^^narrel about 
' yon ? I have not 4)narreiled with £fler this many years 
'bat upon your account; and. now yon woaid throw 
' the whole blame upon.mc^ as thof J ihoold be the 
' occafion of her leaving the efteate oat o' jdievamily. 

* I could ^ve c»pcded' no i>et€er 'indeed/ this is- like 

* the return you make to all thfe reiL of my fondnefs.' ' 
, ' I be£bbch you then^'^ries Sophiii, * upon my knee^ 
' I befeech yon*, if 1 have been the oniiappy occa£oir 
' of this difference, that; you wiil e&deavonr ta make 
' it up with my aunt» and not fuffer her to leave yo^r 

* houfe -in this violent rage* of ange^ r ihe is a very 
' goedrnatured woman, ai^ ^ few civil words will fa- 
'. ti^y her-*LetmeiatceatyoB« Sifi' 

' So I muft go aadi aik pardon for your.fairlti maf^ 
< I ?' anfwered Weilern.. ' Yon Jtaioe loft the. hare 
' ^ndimuft draw everyjway CO iiodiier again? Indeed^ 
^ if I vHa» certain 'r-rHere.kcifiQpt^, ai:i4.$«y]piiia-throw- 
ing in more intreaties, at length prevailed apen htm ; 
fo that after ventifig /kwo- or thr^e bitler fsercaftical ex- 
preffions againft his daughter^ he.dfepartf^Asfa&ad.he 
could, to recover /his fifter, befiute liot liqnipage: could 
be.gottep i^ady. . , < r; j *• 

Spphi^^thea i^arn^d to her-chatobfei^ of nsoamiBg^ 
where ihe. -indulged herfelf . (if ' tbe phrafe insiy be ^« 
lowed me) in>Utke;lQXiiryi()f tender gKiff« Sberead 
over, more than ooce the letter which, ihe had rc/ieived 
from Jones ; her. : muff too. wfts «£sdon tlii^ occaitoa;! 
and ihe bathed. both ;tkefi^». ^iw^U ^^ herfelf, with her 
tears* In thi^.iituatioA, the friendly .Mi-s. Honour 
exerted .her, utm<»ft ahilkies^t*.<:om£;>rt:*herfLili^ed mifr 
trefs. - She ran ov^jr.the^ names pf many yo«]|g gentle-* 
men : and h^ngrgf^atly^ cosim^i^i:^ ibeirpMts and 
perions, ail^ed Srf:n)hiaithat ^e noigk^Uike her choice 
9f any. The^ niethods muft bavje certainly been iifed 
with fome fucceis in di£ordecs of the like kind, pr'fo 
ikilful ^.pra<^tionpr<c4s M«. ^pnpur. wjonld' steye^ have 
ventured to apply them*; nay, I have heard that the 
cpUpge of chamb,e)|:maids hpld th^m-^O :bef '^-ft^ei'eiga 
tcfliedie& as »ty.in;rUii?:feitol«di^^;;rfary i. biit. whe- 
ther 
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ther it was.' tkat>Sb]^hia'S'direare differed, mwardly; 
from thofe cafes with which it agreed in external 
fynipitoms, < I will not' aiffert ;■ Iwty in *fa6l, the good 
waiting<iw6m^a did more harm than gbod, and- at laft 
fo ixxcenfed -her! miftrefs (which* was no eafy. matter) 
that with aa angry: voice ihe difmiiled her from, her pre- 
sence*- • - ... 

I- - • » ^ ' 

... C H A P.- VI. - . 

CofttwiiUng greats ^^raptfty of matter.'- - 

THE' 'fq:mi]re'&Ti5rtx3Dk /his £fter juft as ihe. was 
■ ftepping. into the coach; and partly by force and 
partly by folicitatidns, prevailed upon her to order 
her horfes back into their quarters. He facceeded in 
this .attempt without modi difHcuIty : for the lady 
was, as we • have already hinted, of a ncoft'^ placable 
difpoiittan^'aiid greatlyJovedjher .brbther,' thoitgh' (he 
defpifed his parts, or ratiier' his 'little knov(4edgeof 
the: world* r . :• ., - / . \ .:- 

Poor Soph]:a;'iwho.iiadiirft fet onfoot this feconci-^ 
Hation,- was now made the Sacrifice to it. They both 
concurred in .theirs xenlnnss. qnv her .condufl; ^^ jointly 
declared war again ft her ; and diredly proceeded to> 
Govttfel, how \6 carry it on in the moffc' vigorons man- 
ner.in For this parpofe, -Mrs.'We^efn ^r^pofed not 
only an^immeddaie'conclafion of- the treaty with All- 
il^OTthy'^ bm/ks imtnediateiy tocarry it into execo- 
tipa; faying, ''That there was ho other way to fuc- 
*v «ecd» with her niece-but by. vioiehf methods, which- 
'. fhewas convinced -Sophia had not fufficient refolntion 

* to relift. ' By violent,' fiys' flie, f I mean rather hafty 

* me^fnres :'for as.to confinement ^ or iabfolute -force, 
^ ino ifach things' mtift oti, ean- be attempted. Our: 
*■ plan maft be!concei>tedjfor afiarprize/ and not- for at 

'Thefe. matters .were- refolved ohywhen* Mr. Blifil- 
came to pay a viiit to his mifbr^s.'-; The.'fqnire no' 
fooncr- heard. of his arrival, than he ftept afide, by his 
fifter's advice* to give his daughter orders for the pro* 
per receptioA..of.hec lover; ^hichihe.did with the 

moll 
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taoft bitter execvafdoas aoA denancitfdxMCs o£ }«dgineiit 
on htr refofal* 

I'he impetoeiky of Ac 4q«ttre horo dm^n aU befon 
kin ; and Sophia*, as iMr aaat very wJsfeiy>ore£nr« 
wav not able t« refift him. She agreed^ there£Dre» ta 
ISee Bitfil»> thaiiob fee bad Scame fptrits of ^rei^gi^ §aU 
firient to utter her aflent. Indeed* to ffive a peremp^ 
tory denial to a father whom (he fo tenderly loved, was 
no eafy taik. Had this chrciUm^nde been out of the 
cafe* much lefs refolution than what ihe was really mif* 
trefs of, wo«ld»> p^apa*, havttfevvad'ber^ Gtot it is no 
unufual thing to afcribe thofe anions entirely to fear> 
whkh are in a great mtaAii»]Bkid«eedb7 Ibve. * 

In pujnTaance, thesefbre*. of her father's peremptory 
command* Sophia now admitt)ed Mr. BlifiPs- vifTt* 
Scenes*, like this, when- painted at lavga*. afibrd^. as we 
have obferMed*: veay little entevtaamment to the reader. 
Here» thefcfare* wie &ail ftrii^i^y adhenr to a pule of 
Horace ; by widsh writers are dirn&cd to pa6 over all 
Idiofe matters* which: theydefpair of placii^ iit a ihin-' 
ing light. A rule^ we conceive^ of excellent vik as 
well to the hiftoriairas to fHdpaet : and which, if fbl- 
Iowed> mail* atleaft* have^tkis Hood eflRi£t>, that maay 
a groat evil (for fo all-^reot biMksare'Called) would 
thur be reduced to^a. finaii one. 

It is poffible thr great artn^ed by filifil at this? inters 
viewwonid have prevailed- on-St^pkia tohavet made 
another man in. his cireomftances her coiifidcntpmid t» 
have revealed the whole ftemt of her heart to him f 
but /he had contradted fo ill an opinion' of this young: 
gentleman, thatfhewarreiblvedto placetio confidence 
in him : for fimplicity^ when feton its gnard* is oftea' 
&' match, for conning: Her behaviour to him* there- 
tore* wasr entirely raxsdy and indeed fuch as is gene*^ 
raiiyr pre!feribed to ^g3n» inson the fecond* famalvifir 
from* one who u appointed for. tiuir. holbaad^ 

But though Blifil declared hin^felf to the 'fquirrper-^' 
ibfbljr fatisfied withrfais receptaoir; yerthatigentlemtn, 
who in company wich'hisriifler had overheaoii all; was) 
not fo'well pleafod. HeTefolved^ ia- purfoanoe of ther 
advice of the. fage^lady; to puih matters as forward as 
po&ble ;; and add tttffiffg hiittfelf to^htx^iitteiided. foa- 

ia* 
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ia-lavv iiir tke kuntrng pitrafe^ he cry'd after a 2oii4 
hoUa,^ * Follow her* bQy> follov ker ;. run in, run in, 
^ that's it* honeys. Dead* dead» dead.— -N^ever bi^ 
« bfiihfiil». nor iknd fliall I, flail I ? — AlWorthy and 
^ I can fiaiii all maftters^ betweea us this aftemooa, 

* and let us ha* the wedding ti>*morrow.' 

BUiil hftvin^ Gostveyed tbe atnioft fati^a&ion into 
his countenance, anfwered ; * As there is nothing, 
^ Sm, in this worMV which I fo eagerl^rdcfire as. an 
' aJUaixce with your fanirly> except ray onion with the . 
f vkicti anyiable and deflKrving Sophia, yon may eafily 
^ imagine how impatient I mnft be to fee my&lf in 

* pOfieflioQ; of my two higheft wiihes« If I hasre not 
^ therefore importuned you on this head, yon wiM 

* impute it only to my fear of oifenduig the lady, by 
^ endeavouring to^hnrry on fo hleiTed an event, fafter 
^ than, a ftri& compliance with all the rules of deoencv 
^ a«rd deooruaL will permits But if by youo intereft^ 

* Sir, ihe: ought be iodoced toi difpen& with, any 

* focmalitics.'-r— »- 

' 'Ft)j;nndikies ! with a pox I* anfwered the 'fquire^ 
« Pooh, all.ftuffandnonfen^D. I tell thee, fhe. fhall 
f ha' thee to-mocoow } yoo. will know the world bet* 
^ tef hj9i»a£ter, when irou] come to my age. Women 
« never gi' their content, man, if they can help it i 

* *U& not the fa0UQn. If I had ftaid for hw mother'^ 
"* eonfent^ I might have been a. batchelDr to thi> 
^ , d»y,— ^To her, to her,, co tO' her, that's itj yoa 
'* j|t]dly* dog. . I, tdl thee fhat ha' her to«merrow morn* 

Bufil iufftred himfelf to be ovierjxowered by the 
Ibncible rhetprio of the. 'fqutre ; and it being agneed 
thai WeHern fhonld: dofe with AUwoithy tiBt yer; 
afcelhnooA^ .the. lovec departed home, having* firft ear* 
DAiUy begged that np viotencs might be o&rsd to the 
lady by his haile,. ul the fame manner as a.popiih.in» 
^lu£tor begs the ky-power tor do no violence to the 
luetic,, deliyered over toi it, and againft whom the 
ehiKch hath pofted fentenoe. 

And: to fay the truth, Bliiil had. pafied fentenco 
st^ffuuft Sophia ;. foe however pleafed he had declared 
huafeUrtOiWofiao^ with hb leceptiOB^ ho:wasbyno 

mean^ 
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means fatufied, nnleis it-was that he was convinced of 
the hatred and fcorn of his miftreis ; and this had pro- 
duced no lefs reciprocal hatred and fcorn in him. It 
may, perhaps, be aiked. Why then did he not pat an 
immediate end to all farther coortihip ; i anfwer, for 
that very reafon, as well as for feveral others equally 
good, which we ihall now proceed to open to the 
/eader. 

Though Mr. Bli£l was not of the complexion of 
Jones, nor ready to eat every woman he faw ; yet he 
was far from being deflitute of that appetite which is 
iaid to be the common property of all animals. With 
this, he had likewife that diftinguifhing taAe, which 
ferves to dirc^ men in their choice of the objed, or 
Ibod of their fevcral appetites ; and this taught him to 
coniider Sophia as a moft delicious morfel, indeed to 
regard her with the fame.defires which an ortolan in- 
spires into the ibul of an Epicure. .Now the agonies 
w^iich affeded the mind of Sophia rather augmented 
than impaired her beauty \ for her tears added bright- 
nefs to her eyes, and her breails rofe!high«- with her 
lighs. -Indeed no one hath feenibeauty in its higheil 
luib-e, who hath never feen it-ia diibefs. Blifil there- 
fore /looked on this human, ortolan with greater defire 
than when he viewed her \z&. ; nor ¥ras his deiire atall 
leilened by the aveHion which heidifcovered in her to 
himfelf. On the contrary, this ferved rather to heighten 
the pjeafure he, propofedi in riHing her 'charms, as it 
added triumph .Co lufl ; nay, .he. had fame further 
views, from obtaining the abfolute*poffeffion of her 
jperfon^ which we deiefi:' too much even to mention ; 
^nd revenge itfelf was lipt without its ihare in the 
gratifications .which he promifed hiinfelf. The rival- 
finff |>oor Jones; asid<iti|xplantin^ him in her affe^Uons, 
added another fpur .to his purfuit, and promifed ano-^ 
ther additional rapture to his enjoyment. . 
*. ..£<fides' all thefe views, which- to fome'fcrupulous- 
perfons may £eem to iayour too inuch of malevolence, 
he had one profpe^l, which few readers will regard 
with any gi^eatfabhorj^ence. AnA this was the ^^^Xs, 
of Mr. Wcjftern-; .which was all to be fettled on his 
daughter and her iiTue; for fa> extra vagant* was the 
*^ ' affe^ion 
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aiFcftion of that fond parent, that provided his child 
would but confent to be miferable with, the hufband 
he chofe> he cared not at what price he purchafed 
him. 

For thefe reafons Mr. Bllfil was fo defirous of the 
match^ that he intended to deceive Sophia, by pre* 
tending love to her ; and to deceive her father and 
bis own uncle, by pretending he was beloved by her* 
In doing this, he availed himfelf of the piety of 
ThwackuBi, who held> that if the end propofed was 
religious (as forely matrimony is) it mattered not 
how wicked were the means. As to other occafions, 
he ufed to apply the philofophy of Square, which 
taught^ that the end was immaterial, fo that the 
means were fair and conMent with moral reditude* 
To fay truth, there were few occurrences in life on 
which he could not draw advantage from the precepts 
of one or othe/t of thofe great mafters. 

Little deceit was indeed neceffary to be pradbifed 
on Mri Weil:em; who thou]^t the inclinations of 
his daughter of as little confequence, as Bli£l himfelf 
conceived them to be ; but as the fentiments of Mr* 
All worthy were of a very different kind, fo it was ab-" 
folutely neceffary to impofe on him. In this, how- 
ever, Blifil was fo well aifiiled by Weftern, that he 
fucceeded without difHculty; for as Mr. Allworthy 
had been affored by her father, that Sophia had a 
proper affedion for BlifiU ^d that all which he had 
fufpe^led concerning Jones was entirely falfe, Blifil 
had nothing more to do, than to confirm thefe afTer-i 
tions ; which he- did with fuch equivocations, that he 
prefervcd a falvo for his confcience ; and had the fatif. 
fadtion of conveying a lie to his uncle, without the 
guilt of telling one. When he was examined touching 
the inclinations of JSophia, by Allworthy, who faid, 
* he would, on no account, be acceffary.to forcingj^ 
' a young lady into a marriage contrary to .her own 
' will,* he anfwered, ' That the real fentiments of 
' young ladies were very difficult to be underftood ; 
' that her behaviour to him was full as forward as^he 
« wifhcd it, and that if he could believe her father, 
' fhe had all the affefiion for him which, any lover 

Vol. Vn* P - ' could 
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^ could defire.* * As for Jones/ faid he, ^ whom I 
^ am loatb to call villain, though his behaviour to 
f you. Sir, fufficientiy jufti£es the appeUation, his 

* own vanity, or perhaps fome wickea views, might 

* make him boaft of a falihood ; for if th^re had been 
'. any reality in Mifs Weftem's love to him, the 

* greatnefs of her fortune would never have fuffered 
' him to defcrt her, as yon are well informed he hath. 

* Laftly, Sir, 1 promiie you I would not myfelf, for 
' any confideration, no not for the whole world, con- 
' fent to marry this young lady, if I was sot per- 
' fuaded ihe had all the paffion for me which I deilre 
1 ihe /hoiild bave.' 

This excellent method of conveying a fal/hood with 
the heart only, without making the tongue guilty of 
an untruth, by the means of equivocation aad impof- 
ture, hath quitted the confcience of many a notable 
deceiver ; and yet when we coa£der that it is Omni- 
fcience on which thefe endeavour to impof<?, it may 
poffibly feem capable of affording only a very fuperfi- 
cial comfort ; and that this artful and refined diftinc- 
tion oetween communicating a lie, and telling one, is -j 
hardly worth the pains it coils them. 

All worthy was pretty well fatisfied with what Mr. ' 
Weftem ^nd Mr. ^lifil told him : and the treaty was { 
now, at the end of two days^ concluded. Nothing 
then remained previous to tibe oiBce of the priefl, but 
. the office of the lawyers, which threatened to take 
«rp fo much time, that Weftem offered to bind him- 
&lf by all manner of covenants, rather than defer the 
happinefs of the young couple. Indeed he was fo very 
earneii and preffing, thai an indifferent perfon might 
have concluded he was more a principal in this match 
^^nhe really was : but this eagernefs was natural to 
hiDl on all occaiions : and he conduced every fcheme 
he 4j|^dcrtook ia fuch a manner, as if the fuccefs of 
that alone was fuiHcient to conlUtute the whole happi- 
nefs of his life. 

The joint importunities of both father and fon-in- 
law would probably have prevailed on Mr. Allworthy, 
who brooked but ill any delay of giving happinefs to 
«tUe<s, hadrJiAt Sophia herfelf previenXfid it, and taken 

mjeafures 
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meafures^jiO p«t a final did to the wkof c traaty^, and^ 
to robtoth charck and lavi^ of thofe tare's wbion theftf 
wife bodies ha^ thotigi^ proper tQ receive fratu the^ 
propagation of the human fpecii^ ih a tsv^tsuuii^^r^ 
Of which in the next phapten 

C HA?. Yflfc ' ; 

tagem tf Mrs^ ffomun 

THOUGH Mn. Honour wa$ |>rfncipally 0it*%. 
tached to hex own inteteft* flie was ftot witji^ 
out fome little attachment to Sophia. To fay trath»» 
it was very difficult for any one to know that youQg* 
lady without lovingf.her. She no foofter^ therefotie»> 
heard a piece of oews> 'which ihe Imagined to be pt* 
^reat importatice td he^ nfiilfdrs> than quite forff^tting^ 
the anger ^ich fhe had conceived two drays b^fore^^ 
at her unpleafant ' difmilHon from ^phi^'s jprcleac'ri^ 
Ihe ran haftUy to inform her of the i^ews^ 

The beginning of her difcourfe w^s as kWppt M 
her entrance into the room^ • O dear Ma!am, faya, 
(he, ' what doth you^ la'ijiip thinjc? To be fure, I. 
am frightened oiit of my wit^ ; and yet I f bought 
it my duty ta tell your la'fhip, though perhaps ii; 
may oiake you angry^ for we ieryants dop*t afw^Sk 
know what will make pur ladies angry ; f^r tQ p^ 
furi every thing is always lard to the charge of a fer^ 
vant. When our ladies are'out of humour, to bev 
fure we muft befcolded; and to b^ fure I Ihould, 
not wonder if your la.'ifhip fhould &e out of htimbur .^ 
nay, it muft furpri;se you certainly, -ay, and iho^i^ 
you too.*— * Good Honour I let me know it with«i 
out any longer preface/ (ays Sophia; * there ar^ 
few things, I promife you, which will furprizo^^ 
and fewer which will fhock 'me%' * Pear Madam,' 
anfwered' Honour, • to be fure', I overheard B>y iaA<-i. 
iler talking to parfon Supple about getting a licence^ 
this very afternoon ; and to be fure I heard hiia 
fay your la'fhip fhould be m.atried to^2norit>w oxorn- 
ing/ Sophia turned pale at thefe word$, ax^d re<« 
peated eagerly, * to-morro^ mornihgi— » ' Ycf* 
* Ma'am,' replied ^hc'ttufty waiting won«m> * I will 

f a ' tak# 
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f take my^ oatk I heard mv mafter fzj fo.* ' Honour,' 
iays Sopma^ * you have both furprized and (hocked 

* me to fuch a degree^ that I have fcarce any breath 

* or ipirits left* What is to be done in my dreadful 
' fituation?* ' I wi(h I was able to advife your 

* la'fiiip,' fays (he.' ' Do advife me,* cries Sophia, 

* pray, dear Honour/ advife me. Think what you 

* would attempt if it was your own cafe.* ' Indeed, 
' Ma*am,' cries Honour, ' I wifii your la'ihip and I 

* could change fituations ; that is, I mean, without 
^ hurting your la'(hip ; for to be fure I don't wiih 
' you (b bad as to be a fervant ; but becaufe that if 

* fo be it was my cafe, I (hould £nd no manner of dif- 

* ficulty in it ; tor in my poor opinion, young 'fquirt 

* Blifil is a charmine, (weet, handfome man.'*— 

* Don't mention fuch fluff,' cries Sophia.— ' Such 

* (luff,* repeated Honour, * why there.— Well, to 
« be fare what's one man's meat is another man's 
** poifon,* and the fame is altogether as true of women.' 
' ^Honour,' fays Sophia, * rather than fubmit to be 
*'the wife of that contemptible wretch, I would 
*, plunge' a dagger into my heart.* • O lud. Ma'am,* 
aii(wer the other, ' I am fure yon frighten me put 

* of my wits now. Let me beleech your la'diip not 

* to fuffer fuch wicked thoughts to come into your 

* head. O lud, to be fure I tremble every inch of 
' me. Dear Ma'am, confider, — ^^hat to be denied 

* chriflian burial, and to have your ccM'p(e buried in 

* the highway, and a flake drove through you, as 

* farmer Halfpenny was ferved at Ox Crols, and, to 
« be fure, his ghofl has walked there ever fince ; for 

* feveral people haive feen him. To be fure, it can be 
^ nothing but the devil which can put fuch wicked 
' thoughts into the head of any body ; for certainly 

* it is lefs wicked to hurt all the world than one's 
' own dear felf, and fo I have heard faid by more par- 
' fons than one. If your la!ihip hath fuch a violent 
' avjerfion, and hates the young gentleman fo very 
'* had, that you can't bear to think of going into bed 
' to him ; for to be fure there may be fuch antipathies 
^ in nature, and one bad lieverer' touch a toad than 
' the Hcih of forae people.'—-- 

Sophia 
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Sophia had been too much wrapt in contemplation 
to pay any ereat attention to the foregoing excellent 
difcourfe or her maid ; interrupting her therefore, 
without making any anfWer to it^ ihe faid, * Honour, 
' I am come to a refblution. I -am determined to leav9 

* my father's houfe this very night; and if yott 
' have the friendlhip for me which you have often 

* profefled, you will keep me company.* That I 

* will. Ma'am, to the world's end,' anfwered Ho- 

* nour ; • but I beg your la'fhip to confider the confe* 

* quence, before you undertake any rafh adlion* 
« Where can your la'fhip poffibly go?' ' There is,' 
replied Sophia, * a lady of quality in London, a re- 

* lation of mine, who fpent feveral months with my 
' aunt in the country ; during all which time ihe 
' treated me ^with great kindnefs, and exprefled fo 

^"^ much pleafure in my company, that (he earneftly 

* deilred my aunt to fuffer me to go with her to Lon^' 

* don. ^s fhe is a woman of very great note;, I (hall 
' eadly (ind her out, and I make no doubt of being 
f very well and kindly received by her.' * I woulqi 

* not have your, la'fhip too confident of that,* 
cries Honour ; * for the iirft lady I lived with ufed 

* to invite people very earncftly to her houfe ; but if 

* (he heard afterwards they were coming, (he ufed to 

* get out of the way. ^pefides, though this lady 

* would be very glad to fee your la'fhip, as to be 
' fure any body would be glad to fee your la'fhip 5 
« yet when (he hears your la'fhip is run a^^ay from 

* my mafler.' — * You are miftaken. Honour,* 
fays Sophia, ' fhe looks upon the authority of a fa- 

* thcr in a much lower light than I do ; Tor fhe pref- 

* fed me violently .to go to London with her, and 
' when I refufed to go without my father's confent, 
' (he laughed me to fcorn, called me filly country 

* girl, and faid I fhould make a pure loving wife, 

* hnce I could be fo dutiful a daughter. So I have 

* no doubt ;but fhe will both receive me, and proteiSt 

* me too, till my father, finding me out of his power, 
' can be brought to fome reafon.' 

* * Well but. Ma'am,* anfwered Honour, * how 

* 4oth your ia.'(hip "think of making your efcape ? 

P t * Where 
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Wkcte will you get any horfes er cfmveytnce? 
For as for ypur own horie> as all the fervanti 
kjiow a little how matters ftaiid between my malkr 
and vour la*fiiip> Robin will 1;^ hanged before he 
will loiTer it to go out of the Aable without my maA 
ter'i exprefs orders^* • I intend to eArape/ faid 

Sophia> ' by walking out of the doors when they are 
open. I thank heaven my legs are very able ta 
czrry^ mc^ Thty have fupported me many a long 
evenings after a nddle, ^ith no very agreeaUe part-i^ 
ner ; and furely they will affift me in nrnniag from 
fo deteftabid a partner for life/ * O heaven/ 
Ma*am» doth your ladyfhip know w^iat you iire- fay- 
ing?* cries Honour^ * would you think of walking i 
about tke country by night and alone ^' * Not ] 
alone^' anfwered the lady, * you have promifed ta ! 
bear me company/ * Yes to be fure,* cries Ho* 

Bour^ ' I will ioUow your la'ihip through the world ; 
but your la'ihip had almoft as good be alone; 
for I OLall not be able to defend you, if any rob-« 
bers, or other villains^ ihauld meet with yoa; i 
Nav> I ihould he in as horrible a {right a^ youf 
la'uiipi for to be certain, they would laviih ns 
both. Befides, Ma'am, confider, how cold the 
nights are now ; we fhall be frozen to death.' * A 
good briflc pace,* anfwered Sophia, * will prefcrve 
us from the cold; and if you cannot defend me 
from a villain. Honour, I will defend you ; for I 
will take a piilol with me. There are two al^ys' 
charged in. the hall.' * Dear Ma'am you frighteir 
me more and more,* cries Honour, * fure your 
la'ihip would not venture to fire it off! I had ra- 
ther run any chance, than your la'ihip ihould do' 
that.' * Why fo,' ^ys Sophia, fmiling ; * would 
not you. Honour,, fire a piilol at any one who fhould 
attack your virtue i!' * To be fure. Ma'am,' cries* 

Honour, * one's virtue is a dear thing, efpecially 
to us poor fervants ; for it is our livelihood, as a 
body may fay ; yet I mortally hate fire arms ; for 
fo qiany accidents happen by thera.' * Well, well,'' 

feys Sophia, * I believe I may enfure your virtue 
4C a very cbeap cats,. m\^ux. v.«tx^vBL^ ^sl>j ^xms* 



• with us ; for f intend to take hoffes at the very firft 

• town we come to, and we fhall hardly be attacked 

• in our way thither. Look'ee, Honour, I am re- 

• folvcd to go, and if you will attend me, I promilc' 
' you 1 will reward you to the very utmoft of my 

• power,* 

This laft argument had a Wronger effe^ on, Ho* 
nour than all the preceding. And fince fhe faw he^' 
miftrefs fo determined, fhe defifted from any furthef 
diffuafions. They then entered into a debate o» 
ways and means of executing their ^roje6t. Here a 
very ftubborn difficulty occurred, and this was the 
removal of their effects, which was much mortf 
calily got over by the miftrefs than by the maid^ for 
when a lady hath once taken a refolution to run to » 
lover, or to run from him, all obftacles are cbnftdered 
as trifles. But Honour was Jnfpired by no fuch mo- 
tive ; fhe had no raptures to expcft, nor any terrdr* 
to fhun ; and'beiides the real value of her clothes, in 
which confifted a great p^rt of her fortune, fhe had ^ 
capricious fondnefs for feveral gowns, and other 
things ; either becaufe they bccaihe her, or becaufe 
they were given her by fuch a ^articolar perfon ; be^- 
caufc fhe had bought them late!y> or becaufe fhe had 
h.ad them l6ng ; or for fome other reafons equally 
good; fo that fhe could not endure the thoughts of 
leaving the poor things behind her cxpofed to the? 
tnercy of WeRem, who, fhe doubted not, would inp 
his rage make them fuffer martyrdom. 

The ingenious Mrs. Honour having applied all 
her oratory to difTuade her miftrefs from her purpofc, 
when* fhe found her pofitlvely determined; at lalf 
Itarted the following expedient to remove her clothes, 
viz. to get Irerfelf turned out of doors that very even- 
ing. Sophia highly approved this method, but 
doubted how it might be brought about. * Oh t 

* Ma'am,' cries Honour, ' your la'fhip may trufl 

* that to me : we fervantV very well know how to 

* obtain this favour of our mafters and miftrefTes ;-. 

* though fometimes indeed, where they owe us more* 
' wages than they cart readily pay, they will put up- 

* with all our aiFrbnt*, and will hardly take any warn^ 

P 4, ♦ in« 
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* ing we can give them ; bat the Yqnire is none of 

* thofe ; and fince yoar la'ihip is refolved upon fetting 
^ out to-night, I warrant I get difcharged this after^ 

* noon.* It was then refolved that fhe ihould pack 
up fome linen, and a night-gown for Sophia, with 
her own things ; and as for all her other clothes, the 
yoimg lady abandoned them with no more remorl'e 
than the iailor feels when he throws oyer the goods of 
ethers, in order to fave his own life* 

CHAP. Yin. 

Containing fcentj of altercation, of no ^ify uncommon 

kind* 

MRS. Hononr had fcarce fooner parted from her 
young lady, than fomething (^ofr I would not, 
like the old woman in Quivedo, injure the devil by 
any falfe accufation, and poffibly he might have no 
hand in it) but fomething, I fay, fuggefted itfelf to 
her, that by facrificine Sophia and all her fecrets to 
Mr. Weftem, ihe might probably make her fortune. 
Many confiderations orged this difcovery. The fair 
profpe£i of a handfome reward for fo great and accept- 
able a ferrice to the 'fquire, tempted her avarice; 
and again, the danger or the enterprize ihe had un- 
dertaken ; the uncertainty of its fuccefs ; night, cold, 
robbers, ravifhers, all alarmed her fears. So forcibly 
did all thefe operate upon her, that ihe was almoil 
determined to go diredtly to the 'fquire, and to lay 
open the whole aiFair. She was, however, too up- 
right a judge to decree on one fide, before ihe had 
heard the otner. And here, firft a journey to London 
appeared very ilrongly in fupport of Sophia. She 
eagerly longed to fee a place in which fiie fancied 
charms ihort only of thofe which a raptured faint ima- 
gines in heaven. In the next place, as (he knew So- 
phia to have much more generofity than her mailer ; fo 
her fidelity promifed her a greater reward than ihe could 
gain by treachery. She then crofs-examined all the arti- 
cles which had raifed her fears on, the other iide, and 
found, on fairly iifting the matter* that there was very 

little 
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little in them. And now both fcales being reduced to a 
pretty even balance, her love to her miftrefs being, 
thrown into the fcale of her integrity, made that ra* 
ther preponderate, when a drcumftance flruck upon 
her imagination, which might have had a dangerous 
effe£i, had its whole weight been fairly put into the 
other fcale. Thi» was the length of time which mud 
intervene, before Sophia wovld be able to fulfil her 
promifes ; for though ihe was intitled to her mother's 
fortune, at the death of her father, and to the Aim of 
3.000I. left her by an uncle when fhe came of age ; 
yet thefe wepe diftant days, and many accidents might 
prevent the intended generofity of the youngs lady ; 
whereas the rewards ihe might exjpe£t from Mr. Wef- 
tem were immediate. But while ihe was purfuing 
this thought, the good genius of Sophia, or that 
which preiided over the integrity of Mrs. Honour, or 
perhaps mere chance, fent an accident in her way» 
which at once preferved her fidelity, and even facili- 
tated the intended buiinefsv 

Mrs. Weilern's maid claimed great fuperiority 
over Mrsr Honour, on fevcrai accounts. Fiirft, her 
birth was higher : for her great grandmother by the 
mother's fide was a couiin, not far removed^ to aa 
Iriih peer. Secondly, her wage? were greater. 
And laflly, ihe had been at London, and had of 
confeqaence feen more of the. world. She had always 
behaved, therefore, to Mrs. Hohbur, with that re- 
ferve, and had always exadled of her thofe marks of 
dilUtt^ion, which every order of females preferves 
and requires in converi^tion with thofe of an inferior 
order. Now as Honour did nbt at all times agree 
with this do^ine, biit would frequently break in 
upon the refpe^ which the other demanded, Mrs. 
Wefiern's maid was not at all pkafed with her com^ 
pany : indeed, ihe earneflly longed to return home to 
the houfe of her miftrefs, where ihe- domineered at will' 
over all the other fervants. She had been greatly^, 
therefor e> difappointed in the morning-,, when' Mrsj. 
Weftertt had changed her mind- on the very point 01 
departure,, and had been' in what is vulgarly called a. 
gk>u.tin£ httmo4)r tv^tfime^ 
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In this humour, which was none of the fweeteftv 
fhe came into the room wiiere Honour was debating 
with herfclE, in the manner we have above related^ 
Hor.our no fooner faw her, than fhe addrefled her im 
the following obliging phrafe. ' Soh L Madam, I find 

* wc arc to have the pieafure of your company longer^ 
^ which I was afraid the quarrel between my mailer 

* and your lady would have robbed us o£' < I doa'ti 
^ know. Madam,.' anfwered the other, *■ what yo\k 

* mean by we and us. \ aflure you I do not look on* 

*- any of tkc feivants in this lu>uie to be proper com- *■ 
^ pany fot me. I am company, I hope, for theis 
^ oetters every day in. the week.. I do not fj^cak oor 
^ your account^ Mrs. Honour ; for you are a civilized 
*• young woman; andwheayou havefeen a little more 
*^ of the world, I ihould not be a(hamed to. walk with* 
- •^ yon in St. James's Parlju* • Hoity ! toity !' cries Ho- 
nour,. * Madam is in. her aixs, I prateft. Mrs.. Uo- 
^ aour^ forfooth! fure> M^sidzm, yoa might call me' 
*- by my fir-name ;, for though my lady cans me Ho- 
^ A0ur> I have a fir-name as well as ether folks.. 
*' Afhamed to walk with me, quotha L maury,. as good 
< as yourfelf, Ihope*' ' Since y«u make fuchare^ 

* turn. to my civility >* iaid the other, '^ I mufl acquaint 

* yottji. Mrs» Honour, that you are not fo good as me.. 
'- In the country indeed one is obliged to take'up with 
' all kind oftriimpesy ; bat in towB-I vifit none but: 
^ the women of wx>men of quality.. Indeed,. Mrs. Ho- 

* noii?>. there is fomediilerence,, I hope,, between yoa> 
*•■ and me..' I hope fb too^f anfwered Honour^. ' there- 
*■ is fome difference in our ages, and^<^I think in our 

* perfonsJ Upon ibeaking which laA words, fhe* 
^rutted by Mrs.WeAern's maid with the moft pro- 
voking air of contempt.;, turning uphe£.noie, tomng^ 
her head,, and violently * bfiufhmg the hoop o£ her 
competitor with her own^ The other lady, put up^ 
one of her moii malicious ineers, and iaid, 'Crea^ 
*' ture ! you are below my anger ; and. it i» beneath. 
*■ mc to give ill words to fuch an. audaciAus' faocy ' 
*• t:ollop ; but^ hn.^y, Imu^ tell you,, your breeding 
^ fhx^ws the meannefs pi your birth as well as of your 
•- education ^, and bp^ v^iy ^^3"^^^^ o^ify y«>" ^* 
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* be tile mean ferving woman of a country girl,' 

* I>t)n't abufe my lady,' cries Honour, * I won't take 

* that of you; fhe's as much better than yours as fhe* 
** is younger, and ten thoufand times more hand*- 

* fonier.' 

Here ill luck, or father good luck, fent Mrs.. 
'W^Herxi to fed her maid in tears, which began to 
fiow plentifully at her approach; and of which being, 
a/ked the reafon by her miHrefs, ihe prefently ac- 
quainted her, that ner tears werC'^occaiioned by the 
rude treatment of that creature there, meaning Ho-- 
nour. 'And, Madam,* continued Ih'c, ' I could. 
*- have defpifed all fhe faid to me ; but fhe hath had 

* the audacity to^ affroht your ladyfhip, and to call 

* you ugly— Yes, Madam, /he called you ugly old 

* cat, to my face. I could not bear to hear your 

* lady /hip called ugly.*—' Why do you repeat hec 

* impudence fo often ?' faid Mrs. Weftern. And dien» 
turning to Mrs. Honour, fhe afked her,. * how fhe- 
*' had the afTurance to mention her name with difre- 

* fpe6l P * Difrefpeft, Madam \* anfwered Honour,: 

* I never mentioned your name at all ; Ifaidfome- 
** body was not as handfome as my miftrefs, and to be 

* fare ybu' know that as weilas Iv* • Huffy/ replied 
^e lady,. * I will make fuch: ft> fancy trollop as 

* yourfelf kno^V that I am not a proper fubjeft ol 
•" your difcourfe. And if my brother does not dif- 

* charge you this moment, I will never fleep* in his 

* houfe again*. I will find him out, and have you 
' difcharged this moment.' * Difcharged L^ cries Ho- 
nour, * and fuppbfe I am-; there are more places in 

* the' world than bne^ Thank heaven, goodfervantsi 

* need not want places ; and if you turn away all who^- 
« do not think you handfome*. yoiJ^wiU want fer van ts' 
*■ v*ry foon;" letme tell you that.? 

Mrs. Weftern fpoke, or rather tKuwdeted, in an-' 
fwer; but as fhe was hardly artkakte,, we cannot be- 
very certain of the identical words;, we- fhalL there- 
fore omits infertmg a* fpeech^ which,, al belli, would? 
not greatly redound to' her honour^ She then departed*^*- 
ia. (i?arch of her brother>. with a countenance fo full of: 
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rage, that fl&e refemUed one of the furies rather thaa a 
haman creature. 

The two chambermaids being again left al«Ti£, be^ 
gas a fecond boat at altercation, which (bon prodaced 
a combat of a more a&ive kind. In this the vidory 
belonged to the lady of inffrior rank» bat not with- 
out feme loCs of bloody of hair^ and of lawn and 
mullin» 

CHAP XI. 

Tif wiYe demeoMOur of Mr. Wiftern i» the charaSer cf a 
magi fir ate* A hint to jufiices of peace ^ concerning the- 
necejfarj qualifications of a ctetky nuitb extraoadinarf 
infi CUIUS of faterual madnefsy andfii^al ciffe<Sion». 

Logicians fometimes prove tooMnch by an argu- 
ment, and politicians often ov^r-reach them felve» 
in a fcheme. Thus had it liJke to have happened to 
Mrs. Honour, who inftead of recovering the rcib 
of her clothes, had like to have flopped even thofe ihe- 
had on her back from efcaping ; for the ,'iquire no* 
fooner heard of her having abufed his iifker, than he- 
fwore twenty oaths he would fend her to Bridewell. 

Mrs. WeAern was a very good natured woman, and 
erdinarily of a forgiving, temper.. She had lately re- 
Inttted the trefpafs o£a fUge-coachman, who had over- 
turned her poil chaife into a ditch^ nay,, ihe had even- 
broken, the law in refuiing to profecute a highwayman' 
ifvhohad robbed her, not only of a fum of money^ bu^ 
ef her ear-rings y at the fame time d— >ning her^ and 
faying>. * fiich handibme b«— s as yon, don!t want 
^ jewels to fet them off, and be d^— ned to you.* But 
now, fo uncertain are our tempers, and £0 much do we* 
at different times diSer from ourfelves,^ fha would hear- 
of no mitigation ^ nor could all the affeded penitence 
of Honour, nor all the entreaties o£ Sophia for her own* 
iervant^ prevail with her tadefiil from, earneftly de- 
iring henbrother to execute jufticefhip (for. it was in- 
deed a fyllabkmore than juMce).on«the wench. 

But luckily the clerk had a qualification, which na 
«Urk to a:iuilice o£ Peace ought ever to be without^. 

&amely». 



Ckap. 9» A F O U N P L I N G. jzf 

ttamtly, fpme underilanding in the law of this realm, 
He therefore whifpered in the ear of the juftice^ that 
lie woald exceed his authority by committing the girl 
to Bridewell, as there had been no attempt to break 
the peace ; * for I am afraid. Sir,* fays he, ' you can-* 
' not legally commit any one to Bridewell only for 

* ill-breeding.' 

In matters of high importance^ particularly in cafes 
relating to the game, the judice was not always atten* 
tive to thefe admonitions of his clerk : for, indeed^ 
in executing the laws under that head, many juilices 
of peace fuppofe they have a large difcretionary power,. 
By virtue of which, under the notion of fearching for,^ 
Qjid taking away engines for the deilrudlion of the 

f'aine^ they often commit trefpaiTes, and fometimes. 
elony, at their pleafurc. 

But this offence* was not of quite fo high a nature,, 
nor fo dangerous to the fbciety. Here, therefore, the 
jiuilice behaved with fome attention to the advice o§ 
his clerk : for, in fadl, he had already had two infor- 
mations exhibited againU him in the King's-bench». 
and had no coriofity to try a third. 

The 'fq^uire, therefore,^^ putting on a moil wife and 
Hgnificant countenance, after a. preface of feveral hum's 
and ha's, told his fiil:er> that upon more mature de- 
liberation, he was of opinion that ' as thexe was no. 

* breaking up of the peace, fuckas the law.^' fays he*. 
' calls breaking open a door, or breaking a hedge, or 

* breaking a^head ; or any fuch fort of breaking ; the 
' mattei did not amount to a felonious kiiM of a 
*' thing, nor trefpaifes nor damages,, and,, therefore^ 
' there was no punlfhrnenl in the law for it..' 

Mrs., Weftern faid, * She knew the law much bet- 
« ter ; that ihe had known fervants very feverely pu- 

* niihed for affronting their mailers '^ and then named 
a certain juilice of the peace in.London«. ' who, fha 
(aid, *■ wo^ld commit a fervant to Bridewell,, at any^ 
•■ time when a mailer or millrei^ deiired it J 

* Like enoAigh,* cries the 'fquire, * it may be fo inr 

* London ^ but the law is different in the country..* 
Here followed a va*y learned difputc between the bro- 
fhex and iiiier concerning the law, which y/e would 

iafcr 
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tnferty if we imagined many of oar readers could un- 
deriland it» This was, however, at length referred by 
. both parties to the clerk, who decided it in favont of 
the magidrate ; and Mrs. Weftem was, in the end,, 
obliged to content herielf with the fatisfa£^ion of hav- 
ing Honost turned away ; to w^ich Sophia h.erfel£ 
very readily and chearfuliy confented. 

Thus fortune, after having diverted herielf, accord- 
ing to cudom, with two or three frolicks, at laft dif- 
pofed all matters to the advantage of our heroine ; 
who indeed fucceeded admirably well in her deceit,, 
tonfidering it was the £r& fhe bad ever prafUfed. 
And, to fay the truth, I have often conclnded,, that 
the honeft part of mankind would be much; too hard 
for the knavifli, if they could bring themfelves to in-- 
cur the guilt, or thought it worth their while to take* 
the trouble.. 

Honour a^^ed her part to the ntmoft perfe^on. 
She no fooner faw. herfelf fecure from all danger of 
Bridewell, a word which had raifed moil horrible ideas 
m her mind, than ihe refumed tho& airs which her 
terrors befpre had a little abated ; and laid down her* 
place, with as much, afFe£lation of content^ and indeed 
of contempt, as was ever pradli&d at the reiignation 
of places of much, greater importance. If the reader 
pleafes, therefore, we chafe rather to fey fee refigned 
-^which hath, indeed^ been always held a fynony- 
mous exprefiion with being turned oat^ or turned 
away. 

' Mr. Weftem ordered her to be very expeditions iiu* 
packing : for his* (iftcr declared fhe would not fleep; 
anothei: night under the fame roof with fo imp'udent'a* 
flmt. To wjork therefore fhe went, and that fo'catfl*_ 
•tily, that every thing was ready early in. the evemAgf/ 
when having- received .her wages, away packed fhe 
bag and baggage, to the great fatisfa6lion of every * 
oae, bu^ofnone more than of Sophia ; who, having; 
appointed her maid to meet her at a certain place not 
tkr from the honfe, exaftly at the dreadful and ghofHy, 
hour of twclite,, beg^an. to prepare fJw lier own depar* 
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Bat £rft fte was obliged togire two painfitl audi^ 
encesy the one to her aunt^ and the otne^r to her fa- 
ther. In thefe Mis. Wefiern herfelf began te talk ta^ 
her in a more pecemptery itile tl^an before ; but hep 
father treated her in £b violent and outrageous a man*- 
Her, that he frightened her into- an affefled compli^ 
ance with his wiU> vu^ich £0 highly pleafed the good: 
^■fqnite^ that he changed his frowns xntd fhiiles^ and' 
his aienaces into promifes ;* he vowed his whole foul- 
was wrapped sn her^s« that her confent (for ib he con- 
ftrued the words, < You know. Sir, I muft not, nor 
*■ can reftife to obey any abfolute' command of yoars/)f 
had made him the happiefl of mankind. He then gave-- 
her a large bank-bill to difpoie of in any trinkets fhe: 
pleaied, and kifled and embraced' her in the fonded: 
manner, while tears of joy tricklted from thofe eyes». 
which a few moments before had darted fire and rage^ 
againft the dear objefl of all his affeftion. 

Inftances oS this behaviour in- parents are fo com-- 
aion, that the ceader, I doubt not„ will be very little 
aftoniihed at' the who4e condud of Mr. Wcftem* If" 
he ihoald,. I own I am not able t» account for it ;, 
fince that he laved his daughter moft teaderly, is,. I.' 
thinkji beyond difpute;. So indeed have many others,,, 
who have rendered the^r children mod compleatly 
zniferable by the fame condudl ; which,, though it i&, 
almoil universal in pasents, hatL always appeared to^' 
me to be the moft unaccountable of all the abfurdities 
which ever enteied intothe brain oi( thatflsange pro- 
digious^ creature man. 

Thfi latter part of Mr*. Weftem^s behaviour had ib^; 
ftrong an effedl on-the tender heart 6£ Sophia, that it 
higgeStcd a thought to her; which not all the fophiftry 
Qf her politic aunt„ nor all the menaces' oC her £»ther,.\ 
had cfver, wcice^ brought into her head» She reverenced 
her father fo pioufly>. aad loved him fo.pafEonately,. 
that (he had icarce ever felt more pleafing fenfations,.. 
than what arofc^froB* the fhare (he frequently had o£ 
contriboting to his- aiaufement, and fbmetimes, per- 
haps:, to- higher gratifications ; for he never could con— , 
tein the delight of hearing htv commended, which he- 
had the- £ati&fa£Uon of hcarin? almoil every day ofher 

iif^ 
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life. The idea, therefore^ of the immeiLfe happinefs 
fht flioald convey to her father by her confent to thiS' 
]natch» made a ftrong ixnpreflion on her mind. Again, 
the extreme piety of fach an adl of obedience worked 
very forcibly, as ihe had a very deep fenfe of re|igion« 
LaJlly, when ihe refledled how much fhe herielf was 
to fufier, being indeed to become little leis than' a fa* 
crifice, or a martyr, to filial love and di^ty, ihe felt 
an agreeable tickling in a certain little pafixon, which,, 
though it bears no immediate affinity either to religion, 
or virtue, is often fo kind as to lend great ai&ilance in 
executing the purpofes of both. 

Sophia was charmed with the contemplation of £o 
heroic an adlion, and began to compliment herfelf 
with mnch premature flattery, when Cupid> who lay 
hid in her muF, fuddenly crept out, and, like Pun- 
chinello in a puppet-fhew, kicked all out before him. 
In truth (for we fcorn to deceive our reader, or to- 
vindicate the charafler of our heroine, by afcribing 
her actions to fupernatural impulfe) the thoughts of 
her beloved Jones, and £bme hopes, (however diftant) 
in which he was very particularly concerned, imme- 
diately dedroyed all which &Mal love, piety, and pride 
had, with their joint endeavours, been labouring to- 
bring about. 

But before we proceed any farther with Sophia, w& 
muil now look back to Mr. Jones ^ 

CHAP. X. 

Cwttmwing JhitraJ matters J natural enough, ptrBafSf But 

Low. 

TH E reader will be pleafed to remember* that 
we left Mr. Jones in the beginning of this book> 
©n his road to Briftol ;. being determined to feek his 
fortune at fea j or rather, indeed, to fly away from 
his fortune on fhore. 

It happened, (a thing not very unufuaQ. that the 
guide who nndertook to condu^Sk him on his way, was 
unluckily unacquainted with the road ; fo that having 
miffed his right track, and being a/hamed to aik infor^ 

Biation^ 
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mation, he rambled about backwards and forwards 
till night came on and it began to grow dark. Jones, 
fufpe£ting what had happened^ acquainted the guide 
with his apprehenfions ; but he inAfted on it^ that they 
were in the right road, and added, it would be^ very 
llrange if he Siould not know the road to Briflol ; 
though, in reality, it would have been much Granger 
if he had known it, having never pail through it in his 
life before. 

Jones had not fach implicit faith in his guide, but 
that on their arrival at a village he enquired of the firH 
fellow he faw, whether they were. in the road to Briflol. 
' Whence did you come ?' cries the fellow. * No 

* matter,' fays Jones, a little haiUly, * I want to know 

* if this be the road to Briftol.* * The road to Brif- 

* tol !' cries the fellow, fcratching his head, * Why, 

* mailer, I believe you will hardly get to Briftol this 

* way to-night.* * Prithee, friend, then,* anfwered 
Jones, • do tell us which is the way.*—-* Why, 

* Meader,* cries the fellow, * you muft be come out 

* of your road the Lord knows whither : for thick 

* way gocth to Glocefter.* * Well, and which way 

* goes to BriHoI ?* faid Jones. * Why, you be going 

* away from Briflol,* anfwered the fellow — * Then> 
faid Jones, ' we muft go back again.* * Ay, yoa 
^ muft,* faid the fellow. * Well, and when we come 

* back to the top of the hill, which way mufl we 

* take ?• ' Why you mufl keep the flrait road.* ' But 
' I remember there are two roads, one to the right 

* and the other to the left.* * Why you mufl keep the 

* right hand road, and then gu ftrait vor wards ; only 
^ remember to turn firfl to your right, and then to 

* your left again, and then to your right ; and that 

* brings you to the 'fquire's, and then you muft keep 
' flrait vorwards, and turn to the left.' 

Another fellow now came up, and afked which way 
the gentlemen were going ?— of which being informed 
by Jones, he £rfl fcratched his head, and then leaning 
upon a pole he had in his hand, began to tell him, 

< That he muft keep the right-hand road for about a 

< mile, or a mile and half, or fuch a matter, and then 
' he muft turn ftiort to the left, which would bring: 

* hira 
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• him round by Mcader Jin Bcarnes*s.* ' But which is 

• Mr. JohnBearnes's?' fays Jones. • O Lord,* cries 
the fellow, * why don't yon know M'eafter Jin Bearnes ? 
« Whence did you come ?' 

Thefe two fellows had ftlmoft ccmquered the pati- 
ence of Jones, when a plain well looking man (who 
was indeed a qtiaker) accofted him thus ; * Friend, I 

* perceive thou had loH thy way^^ and if thou wilt 

* take my advice, thou wilt not attempt to find it to- 
^ night. It is almoft dark, and the road is difficult to 

♦ hit ; heiides, there have been feVeral robberies com- 

* mitted lately between this and BriiloL Here is a 

* very creditable good houfe juft by, where thou may' ft 
^ £nd good entertainment for thyfelf and thy cattle 

• till morning. • Jdnes> after a little perfuafion, agreed 
to flay in this place 'till the mornmg, and was cor- 
du61ed by his friend to the public houfe* 

The landlord, who was a very civil fellow, told 
Jones, * he hoped he would excufe the badnefs of h:s 
' accommodation : for that his wife was gone from 

• home, and had locked up almoft every thing, and 
■ carried the keys along with her.' Itdeed, th^ fai3L 
was, that a favourite' daughter of hdrs was jufi mar- 
jied, and gone, that morning, home with her haf- 
band ; and that fhe and her mother together, had al- 
moil flript the poor man of all his goods, as well as 
nfoney : for though he had feveral children, thi^ 
daughter only, who was the mother's fe^vo^rite, wai 
the objed of her confideration ; and to the humour of 
this one child fhe would, with pleafure, have facrificed 
all the refl, and hfrr hi^fbaild into* the bargain. 

Though Jones was very unfit for any kind of com- 
pany, and would hav^ preferred' being alone j yet he* 
could not refill the importunities of the honeft quaker i 
who was the more defirous of fitting- with him, fronv 
having remarked the melancholy which appeared both 
in his countenance and behaviour \ and which the poor 
quaker thought his converfation might in fome mea- 
l4ire relieve. 

After they had pafl fome time together,, in fuch a 
manner that my honeft friend might have thought* 
himfelf atoaeof his fileijt meetingv the quaker began 

10 
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to be mored by fome fptrit Df other, prhhthly that of 
cunofity ; and faidi * Friend, I perceive Come fad dif^- 

* after hath befiillen thre^ but pray be of comfort. Per- 

* haps thou hail lofl a friend. If ff>, ihoii Mu& con* 

* fidTer we are ftli mortah And why ihoiildft tho& 

* grieve, when thffvt knoweft thy gtief will do thf 
f friend no good ? We are all born to afli^ion. I 
' myfelf have my fo/rows as Well as thee^ and flioft 

* probably greater forrows. Though I have a. clear 

* eftate of lool. a year, which is as much as I want, 
' and I have a confcience, I thank the Lord, void oF 
' offence. My conflitation is fonnd and flrong, and 
f there is no man can deihand a debt of me, nor ac- 

* cafe me of an injury^^-yct, friend', I fhonld be coii- 

* cemed to think thee sis miferable a^ myfelf.' 

Htre the quaker ended with a deep figh ; and Jonei 
prefefttly anfwered, * I am very forry, Sir> for youf 
' nnhappinefs, whatever is theoccafion of it/ ' Ah ! 

* friend,' replied the quaker, * 6ne only daughter ii 

* the occafion. One who was my greateft delight upoil 

* earth> and who within thit week is run away from 
^ me, and is marfied agfthift my confent.. I had pro-^ 

* vided her a 'pro'per match^ a fober man, and one of 

* firl^ftance ; bttt fhe, forf^oth, would chmfe fot her- 

* felf, and away Ihe is gone 'with a yonng fellow not 

* worth a groatJ If ihe had been dead, as I fuppofd 

* thy friend i&, I fhtfnld have been happy !' * That ii 

* very ftrangc. Sir,' faid Jones* * Why, would it not 

* be better for her to he dead, than to be a beggar?* 
yeplied the qnaker : * for, as I told yon, the fellow is 

* not worth a groat ; and furely fhcf cannot expeOr 
' that I Ihall ever give hei*S (hilling. No, as fhe hath 

* married for love, let her live on love if ihe can ; lef 

* her carry her love to market, and fee whether any 

* one will change it into filver, or even into half- 

* pence.' * You know your own concerns bed. Sir,' 
faid Jones k * It muft have been,* continued the 
quaker, * a long premeditated (bhemc to cheat me r 

* for they have known one another from their infancy ? 

* and I always preached to her againft love— and told 

* her a thonfand. times over it was all folly and wick- 
< ednefs. Nay^ the conning ili»t pretended tohearkcr' 
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to me> and to defpife all wantonneft of the fleib ; 
and yet, at laft, broke oat at tke window two pair 
of ftairs : for I began, indeed, a little to faiped 
her, and had locked her np carefnliy, intending the 
very next morning to have married her np to mj 
liking. B at ihe difappointed me within a few hoars, 
and efcaped away to the lover of her own chufin?, 
who loft no time ; for they were married and bed* 
ded, and all within an hoar. 
< But it ihall be the worft hoar's work for them 
both that ever they did ; for they may ftarve, or 
beg, or fteal together for me. I will never give 
either of them a farthing.' Here Jones ftarting up, 
cry*d, * I really muft be excufed : I wiih yon would 
leave me.' ' Come, come, friend,' faid the 
quaker, * don't give way to concern. Yoo fee there 
are other people miferable, befides yourfelf.' ' I fe^ 
there are madmen and fools and villains in the 
world,' cries Jones^-^ But let me give you a piece 
of advice; fend for yonr daughter and (bn-in-law 
home, and don't be yoorfelf the only caofe pf mi* 
fery to one you pretend to love.' * Send for her 
and her huiband home !' cries the quaker loudly, 
I would fooner fend for the two greateft enemies I 
have in the world I' * Well, go home yonrfelf; 
or where you pleafe,' faid Jones : ' lor I will fet no 
longer in fudi company.' — * Nay, friend,' an- 
fw.ered the quaker, ' I icorn to impofe my company 
* on any one.' He then oifered to pull money from 
his pocket, but Jones pufhed him with fome violence 
out of the room. 

The fubjed of the quaker's difcourfe had (6 deeply 
aiFeded Jones, that he flared very Wildly all the time 
he was fpeaking. This the <|uaker had pbferved, 
and this, added to the re& of his behaviour, infpired 
hone& Broadbrim with a conceit, that his companion 
was, in reality, out of his fenfes. Inflead of relenting 
the affront, therefore, the quaker was moved with 
compaiiion for his unhappy circumftances ; and having 
communicated his opinion to the landlord, he deiired 
him to take great care of his gueft, and tp treat him 
with the higheH civility* 

« Indeed^' 
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* Indeed/ fays the landlord, ' I ihall nde no fuch ci- 

* vility towards him : for it feems, for all his laced 
' waiH-coat there, he is no more a gentleman than 

* myfelf ; but a poor pariih baftard bred up at aereaC 

* 'fquire's about thirty miles off, and now turned out 
' ol doors, (not for any good to be fure.) I (hall get 

* him out of my houfe as foon as poffible. If I do 
' lofe my reckoning* the firft lofs is always the befl. 

* It is not above a year, ago that I loil a iilver-fpoon.' 
' What doft thou talk of a pariih baftard, Robin ?* 

flnfwered the quaker. * Thou niufl certainly be mif- 
' taken in thy man.' 

* Not at all,' replied Robin, * the guide, who 

* knows him very well, told it me.* For, indeed> 
the guide had no looner taken his place at the kitchen 
fire, than he acquainted the whole company with all 
he knew> or had ever heard concerning Jones. 

The quaker was no fooner aiTured by this fellow of 
the birth and low fortune of Jones, than all compaf** 
iion for him vaniihed ; and the honeft, plain man 
went home fired with noiefs indignation than a duke 
would have felt at receiving an affront from fuch a 
perfon. 

The landlord himfelf conceived an equal difdain 
for his gueH ; fo that when Jones run? the bell in 
order to retire to bed, he was acquainted that he 
could have no bed there. —r Beiides difdain of the 
mean condition of his gueft, Robert entertained vio- 
lent fufpicion of his intentions^ which were, he fup-* 
pofed, to watch fome favourable opportunity of rob- 
bine^ the houfe. In reality, he might have been very 
well eaied of thefe appreheniions by the prudent pre* 
cautions of his wife and daughter, who had already 
removed every thing which was not fixed to the free- 
hold ; but he was by nature fufpicious, and had been 
more particularly fo fince the lofs of his fpoon. In 
fhorc, the dread of being robbed totally abforbed the 
comfortable confideration that he had nothing to lofe, 

Jones being aflured that h.e could have no bed, very 
contentedly betook himfelf to a great chair made with 
ruflies^ when fleep^ which bad lately ihunned his com- 
pany 
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pany in mack better apaxtnents, gen^oufly paid him 
a. vine in his humble'Gell. 

As for the iandioni» he was pfevented by his feaft 
from retiring to reft. He returned therefore to the 
icitchen fire, whence he could farrey the only door 
which opened into the parlour, or rather hole, where 
tones was faated ; and as for the window to that r€K>Ri9 
<^ was impoflible for any creature larger tksm a cat to 
have made his efcape through it. 

CHAP. XI. 

. fit adventure of a ctmfany of Joldterr% 

THE landlord having taken his feat dire^lly op- 
poflte to the door of the parlour, determined to 
jceep guard there the whole ni^ht* The guide and 
anotherfellow remained long on ^uty with him, though 
they neither knew his fuipicions, nor had any of their 
own. The true caufe of their watching did indeed, 
at tength, put ^n end toit ; for this was no other than 
the ftrength and goodnefs of the beer, of which having 
tippled a very large quantity, they grew at firft very 
noify and vociferous^ alid afterwards fell both afieep. 

'But it was not in the power of liquor to compofe 
the fears of Robin. He continued ftOl waking in his 
' chair, with his eyes fixed Hedfaftly on the door which 
led into the apartment of Mr» Jones, till a violent 
thundmng at his outward gate called him from his 
feat, and obliged him to open it ; which he h^d no 
fooner done, than his kitchen was immediately full of 
gentlemen in red* coats, who all ruihed upon him in 
as tumultuous a manner^ as if they intended to take 
his little caftle by ftorm. 

The landlord was now forced from his poft to fur» 
iitih his numerous guefts with beer, which they called 
for with great eagernefs ; and upon his fecond or 
third return from th^ cellar, he faw Mr. Jones ftand* 
ing before the fire in the midft of the foldiers ; for it 
m^y eaixly be believed, that the arrival of fo much 
good company ihould put an end to any deep, uxHefs 

that 
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that from w%ick we are to be awakened only by th« 
laft trumpet. 

The company having now pretty well fatisfied their 
thirfl, nothing remained but to pay the reckoning, s| 
circumllance often prod udive of much mifchief anc) 
difcohtent among the inferior rank of gentry; who 
are apt to find great difHculty in alTei^ag the fum^ 
with cxzGt regarcTto diHributive julUce, which directs ^ 
that eve^y man (hall pay according to the quantity 
which he drinks; This difficulty occurred uppn thd 
preient occafion ; and it was the greater, as fome gen-* 
piemen had, in their extreme hurry, marched off, aftec 
their fir A draught, and had entirely forgot to coatri" 
bute any t^ing towards the faid reckoning* 

A violent difpute now arpfe, in which ev<ry wor4 
may be faid to have been depofed upon oath. ; for the 
oaths were at ka^ equal to all the oth(^r words fpoken^ 
In this controverfy, the whole company (poke toge^ 
ther, and every man feemed wholly bent to extenuate 
the fum which fell to his ihare ; £0 that the mofl pro*^ 
bable conclufion which could be forefeen, was, that 'a 
large portion of the reckoning wou^d fall to the land* 
lord's ihare to pay, or (what is^j^ch the fame thing}, 
would remain unpaid. 

^ All this while A^r, Jones was fuagagpd in converfa- 
tion with the ferjeant ; for that officer was entirely uih 
concerned in the prefent difpute, being privil^gedjir 
l^y immemorial cu^om, from ail contribution • 

Thedifpute now grew fo very warm, that it feemed. 
U> draw towards a military decifion, when Jones iep'^ 
ping f9rwar4> filenced all their clamours s^t once« hyk 
declaring th^l he would pay the whoh; reckonings 
which indeed amounted i9 no more than three ihil* 
Jings and four-pence. ,- 

This declaration procured^ Jones the thanks anji 
iVpplaufe of the whole company* The terms hq^ur"* 
able, noble^ and worthy gentleman, refounded thro* 
the room ; nay, my landlord himfelf began to have s^ 
better .opinion of him, and almoil to difbelieve the ac-. 
count which the g^ide had given* 

Th^ Serjeant had informed ^^r. Jo^es, that th^y. 
were marching again il.th? rebels, and expelled to b«^ 

commanded 
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commanded by the glorious Dake of Cumberland. 
By which the reader may perceive (a circumftance 
which we have not thought neceflary to communicate 
before) that this was the very time when the late re- 
bellion was at the higheft ; and indeed the banditti 
were now marched into England^ intending, as it was 
thought, to fight the king's forces, and to attempt 
puihmg forward to the metropolis.^ 

Jones had fome heroic ingredients in his compofi* 
tion, and was a hearty well-wifher to the glorious 
caufe of liberty, and of the proteftant religion. It is 
no wonder, therefore, that in circumftimces which 
would have warranted a much more romantic and wild 
undertakings it fhouid occur to him to ferve as a yo« 
lunteer in this expedition* 

Our commanding officer had faid all in his power 
to encourage and promote thb good difpofition, from 
the firft moment he had beien acquainted with it. 
He now proclaimed the noble refolution aloud, which 
was received with mat pleafure by the whole com- 
pany, who all cried oat, * God blefs king George, 
' and your honour';' and then added with many 
oaths, * We will Hand by you both to the laft drops 

* of our blood/ 

The gentlemaoj who had been all night tippling 
at the alehoufe, was prevailed on by fome arguments 
wfiich a corporal had put into his hand, to undertake 
the fame expedition. And now the portmanteau be- 
longing to Mr. Jones being put up into the baggage- 
cart, the forces were about to move forwards ; when 
the. guide ftepping up to Jones, faid, 'Sir, I hope 
» you will conuder that the horfes have been kept out 

* all night, and we have travelled a great ways out 

* of our way.' Jones was furprized at the impudence 
of this demand, and acquainted the ibldiers with the 
merits of his caufe, who were all unanimous in con- 
demning the guide for his endeavours to put upon a 

fentleman. Some faid he ought to be tied necK and 
eels ; others, that he deferved to run the gantlope; 
and the ferjeant fhook his cane at him, and wiihed he 
had him under his command, fwearing heartily he 
fK>uld make an example of him. 

Jones 
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Jones conteated himfelf, .however, with a ne|;ative 
punifhmcRt^ and walked off with his new conu-ades*. 
leaving the guide to the poor revenge of curling and 
xeviling him, in which latter the landlord joiiied, 
faying, * Ay, ay, he is a pure one,, I warrant you. A 

* pretty gentleman, indeed, to go for a foldier. 'He 

* ihali wear a laced waiUcoat truly. It is an old pro- 
^ verb and a true one, all is not gold that gUilers* *I 

* am glad my houfe is well rid of him*' 

All that day the fei^eaat and the young foldier 
marched together ; and the former, who was an arch 
.fellow, told the latter many entertaining (lories of his 
campaigns, though in reality he had never made any ; 
for he was but lately come into, the fervice, and had, 
hy his own dexterity, fo well-ingratiated himfelf with 
his ofiicers, that he had promoted himfelf to a halberd ; 
chiefly indeed by his merit in >recruiung« in which he 
was moil excellently well fkilled. 

Much mirth and fellivity paiTed among the foldiera 
during their march : In which the many occurrmces 
that had pafled at their lafi^ quarters were remembered, 
and ev^py one, with great freedom, made what rjokes 
he pleafed on his officers, fome of which were of the 
co^rfer kind, and v^ry near bordering on fcandal. 
This brought to our hero's mind the cuftom which 
he had readof among the Greeks and Romans, of in-, 
dnlging, on certain feflivals and folemn occafions, 
the liberty to Haves, of uiing an uncontrouled freedoni 
of fpeech towards their mailers. 

Our little army, which confifted of two companies 
.of foot^ were how arrived at the place where they 
were to halt that evening. The ferjcant then ac- 
quainted the lieutenant, who was the commanding 
officer, that they had picked up two fellow^ in that 
day's march ; one of which, he faid, was is fine si 
man as ever he faw (meaning the tippler) for that he 
was near fix feet, well proportioned, and fh-ongly 
limbed ; and the other, (meaning Jones,) would do 
well enough for the rear rank. 

The new foldiers were now produced before the 
officer, who havine examined the fix feet man, he be- 
ing firfl producea, came next to furvey Jones ; at 
the firft fight of whom, the lieutenant could hot help 

Voi. VII. Q^ ihe^vIng 
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Ihewiiig feme furprize ; for, befides that he was very 
'Well drefftd, and was natarally genteel, he had a re. 
markable air of dignity in his look, which is rarely 
feen among the valgar, and is indeed not infeparably 
annexed to the features of their faperiors. 

' Sir/ faid the lieatenant, ' my ferjeant informed 

* ne, that yon are defirous of enlifting into the com- 
*' pany I have at prefent under my command ; if fd, 

* Sir, we ihall rtry gladly receive a gentleman who 
'< promifes to do mudi honour to the company, by 
« bearing arms in it* 

Jones anfwered : ' That he had not mentioned any 
' thing of enlifting himfelf; that he was moil zealoufly 
^ attached to the glorious canfe for which they were 
' going to fight, and was very defirous of ferving 
' as a volunteer;* concluding with fome compli- 
ments to the lieutenant, and exj^refling the great fa- 
tisfadion he ihonld have in being under his com- 

JDUld. 

The lieutenant returned his civility, commended 
hisrefolution, ihook him by the hand, and invited him 
to dine with himfelf and the refl of the officers. 

CHAP. xn. 

The adventure of a company of officers* 

TH E lieutenant, whom we mentioned in the 
preceding chapter, and who commanded this 
party, was now near fixty years of age. He had en- 
tered vtrv young into the army, and had ferved in 
the capacity of an enfign in the battle of Tannicres ; 
here he had received two wounds, and had fo well dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf, that he was by the duke of Marl- 
bcrough advanced lo be a lieutenant, immediately 
after that battle. 

in this commifiion he had continued ever fince, 
viz. near forty years ; during which time he had feen 
,vaft numbers preferred over his head, and had new, 
the mortification to be commanded by boys, whole 
fathers were at nurfe when he firft entered into the 
fcrvicc. 

Nor 
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Nor was this iUiaccefs in his profei&on^blelf owing 
to his having no friends anK>ng tne jucn in power. He 
had the misfortune to incur the difpleaiure of his 
colonelj who for many years continued in the command 
of this regiment. Nor did he owe the implacable ilU 
will which this man bore him> to any negledor defi^ 
ciency as an o£icer, nor indeed to any fault ia him* 
felf ; but folely to the indifcretion of his wife, who 
was a very beautiful woman, and who, though ibe was 
remarkably fond of her hufband, would not purchafct 
his preferment at the expence of certain favours whicb 
the colonel required of her. 

The poor lieutenant was more peculiarly unhappy 
in this, that while he felt the effeas of the enmity of 
his colonel^ he neither knew^ nor fufpeded> that he 
really bore him any ; for he could not fuQ)ed an ill- 
will for which he was not confcious of giving any 
caufe ; and his wife, fearing what her hufband's nice 
regard to his honour might have occasioned, contexi'ted 
herfelf with preferving her virtae^ without enjoying 
the triumphs of her conqae(L 

This unfortunate .officer Tfor fo I think he may be 
called) had many good qualities, befides his merit ia 
liis profeffion ; for he was a religious, honeft, good- 
natured man ; and had behaved fo well in his com- 
mand^ that he was highly eHeemed and beloved, not 
only by the foldiers of his^own -company, but by the 
whole regiments 

The other officers who marched with him were a 
French lieutenant^ who had been long enough out o£ 
France to forget his own language, but not long 
enough in England to learn ours, fo that he really 
ipoke no language at all, and could barely make him- 
ielf underftood, on the moft ordinary occafions. 
There were likewife two cnfigns, both very young 
fellows ; one of whom had been bred under an at^ 
torney, and the other was fon to the wife of a noblc^ 
man's bntler. 

As foon as dinner was ended, Jones infbrmed the 
compan^f of the merriment which had pafled among 
the foldiers uj)on their march'; * and yet,' fays he, 
* notwithftanding all their vociferation, I dare fwear 

Q 2 • they 
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* they will behave more like Grecians than Trojans 

* when they come to the enemy.* * Grecians and 

* Tr.janis !* fays one of the enfigns, ' who the devil 

* are they ? I have heard of all the troops in Europe, 

* but never of any fuch as thefe,' 

* Don't pretend to more ignorance that you have, 

* Mr. Northerton,* faid the worthy lieutenant, 'j 

* fappofe you have heard of the Greeks and Trojans, 

* though, perhaps, you never read Pope's Homer; 

* who, I remember, now the gentleman mentions it, 

* compares the march of the Trojans to the cackling 

* of gecfe, and greatly commends the iilence of the 

* Grecians, And upon my honour, there is great 

* juftice in the cadet's obfervation.' 

* Begar, me remember dem very well,* faid the 
French lieutenant, • me ave read dem at fchool in 
' dans Madam Daciere, dcs Greek, des Trojan, dcy 

* fight for von woman,— ouy, ouy, me ave read all 
^ dat.* 

* D— Ti Homo with all; with all my heart,' fays 
Northerton, ' I have the marks of him in my a — yet. 

* There's Thomas of Our regiment, always carries a 

* Homo in his pocket : d — n me if ever I come at it, 

* if I don't burn it. And there's Cordcrius, another 

* d— n*d fon of a whore that has got me maiiy a 

* flogging.* 

* Then you have been at fchool, Mr. Northerton ?* 
faid the lieutenant. 

* Ay d— n me, have I,* anfwered he, ' the devil 
^ take my father for fending me thither. The old 

* put wanted to make a parfon of me, but d- — n me, 

* thinks I to myfelf, I'll nick you there, old cuH: 
■• the devil a fmack of your nonfenfe, fliall you ever 

* get into me. There's Jemmy Oliver of our regi- 

* ment, -he narrowly, efcaped being a pimp too ; and 

* that would have been 'a thoufand pities : for d — n 

* me if he is not one of the prettieft fellows in the 

* whole world ; but he went farther than I with 
' the old cull : *£or Jemmy can neither write nor 
"* read. 

* You give your friend a very good charafter,' faid 
*he lieutenant, * and a very defer ved -one, I dare fay; 

* but 
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* but prithee, Northerton, leave off that foollfh aa 

* well as wicked cuftom of fwearing : for you are de- 

* ceived, I promife you, if you think there is wit or 

* polltenefs in it. I wifh too, you would take my ad- 

* vice, and defift from abufing the clergy. Scanda- 
' lous names and refledtions call on any body of men, 
-* mull be always unjullifiable ; butefpecifj*)' ^o, when 
' thrown on fo facred a function : for to abufe the 

* body is to abufe the fundlion itfelf; and I leave 

* you to judge how inconfiflent fuch behaviour is in 
' m^n, who are going to fight in defence of the pror 

* tellant religion.' 

Mr. Adderly, which was the name of the other en- 
flgn, had fat hitherto kicking his heels and humming 
a tune, without feeming to lillen to the difcourfe ; he 
now anfwered, ' O Monfieur, on ne parle pus de la 

* Religion dans la Guerre J* * Well faid. Jack,' cries 
Northerton, if la religion was the only matter, the 
' parfons Ihould light their own '.battles for me.' 

' I don't knoiv, gentlemen,' fays Jones, * what 

* may be your opinion ; but I think no man can en- 

* gage in a nobler caufe than that of his religion ; 
' and I have obferved in the little 1 have read ot hif- 
' tory, that no foldiers have fought io bravely, as 

* thofe who have been infpired with a. religious zeal : 

* for my own part, though I love my king and comi- 

* try, I hope, as well as any man in it j yet the pro- 
' tellant intereH is no fmall motive to my becoming a 

* volunteer in the caufe.' 

Northerton now winked on Adderly, and whifper- 
ed to him llily, * Smoke the prig, Addej-ly, finoke 

* him.' Then turning to Jones, faid to him, ' I am 

* very glad. Sir, you have chofcn our regiment to be 
' a volunteer in; for if our parfon (hould at any time 

* take a cup too much, I find you can fupply \\\% 
' place. I prefume. Sir, you have been at the univer- 

* fity ; may I crave the favour to know what college ?' 
^ Sir,' anfwered Jones, ' fo far from having been 

* at the univerfity,' I have even had the advantage of 
' yoUrfelf; for I vvasnever atfchooL' 

• I prefumed,' cries the enfign, ' only upon the 

* information of your great learning.'—* Oh ! Sir,' 

0^3 * anfwerec? 
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anfwered Jones, * it is as poffible for a man to know 
' fomething without having been at ichool, as it is to 

* have been at fchool and to know nothing.* 

' Well faid, yonng volunteer,* cries the lieutenant, 

* upon my word, Northerton, you had belter let him 

* alone ; for he will be too hard for you,' 
Northerttti did not very well relifli the farcafm of 

Jones, but he thought the provocation was fcarce fuf- 
ficient to juftify a blow, or a rafcal, or fcoundrel, 
which were the only repartees that fuggcfted them- 
fclves. He was, therefore, iilent at prefcnt ; but re- 
folved to take the firft opportunity of returning the 
jeft by abufe. , 

It now came to the turn of Mr. Jones to give a toaft, 
is it is called ; who could not refrain from mention- 
ing his dear Sophia* This he did the more readily, 
as ne imagined it utterly impoffible, that any one pre- 
ient ihould ^uefs the perfon he meant. 

But the lieutenant, who was the toaft-mafler, was 
mot contented with Sophia only. He faid he muft 
lave her* £r-name; upon which Joucs hefitated a 
little, and prefcntly after named Mifs Sophia Wef- 
tern. Enfign Northerton declared he would not drink 
lier health in the fame round with his own toaft, un- 
]efs foinebodv would vouch for her. ' I knew one 

* S(H>hy Wcftern,* fays he, * that was l;un.with by 

* liaff the young fellows at Bath ; and, perhaps, this 
« is the fame woman.* Jone» very folemnly affured 
liim of the contrary ; affcrtin^j that the young lady 
lie named was one of great fafhion and fortune. ' Ay, 
' ay,* fays the enfign, ' and fo flie is ; d — ^n me, it is 
« the fame woman $ and I'll hold half a dozen of 

* Burgundy, Tom French of our regiment brings 
« her mto company with us at any tavern in Bridge's 

* Street.* He then proceeded to defcribe her perfon 
exaftly, (for he had fcen her with her aunt) and con- 
cluded with faying, • That her father had a great 

* eftate in Somerfetfhire.' 

The tendernefs of Ipvers can ill brook the leaft jeft- 
ing with the names of their miftreiTes. However, 
Jones, though he had enough of the lover and of the 

here 
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tt^TO too in his difpoiition, didnot refent thefe flanders 
as haflily as, perhaps, he ought to have done. To fay 
che truth, having feert but little of this kind of wit, 
he did not readily underdand ic, and for a long time 
isnagined Mr. Northerton had really miflaicen his 
charmer for fome other. But now turning to the en- 
fign with a ftem afpedl, he faid, * Pray, Sir, chufe^ 
*- fomc other fubjedl for your wit : for I promife yba 

* I will bear no jelling with this lady's character.* 

• Jefting,' cries the other, ' d — n me if ever I was 

* more in earneft in my life. Tom French of our rc- 
*• giment had both her and her aunt at Bath.' Then 

• I myft tell you in earneft,' cries Jones, * that yoa 
^ are one of the moil impudent rafcals upon earth.' 

He had no fooner fpokeii thefe words, than the' 
eniign, together with a volley of curfes, difcharged a. 
bottle full at the head of Jones, which hitting him a 
little above the right temple, brought him inftantly to* 
the ground. 

The conqueror perceiving the enemy to lie motion* 
lefs before him, and blood beginning to flow pretty 
plentifully from his wound, began now to thmk o£ 
quitting the field of battle, where no more honour 
was to be gotten ; but the lieutenant interpofed, by 
fteppin? before the door, and thus cut off his retreat. , 

Northerton was very importunate with the Ueute- 
tan^ for his liberty ; urging the ill conieqaences of 
his flay, afking him, what he could have done lefs !' 
' Zounds !' fays he, * I was but in jeft with the W- 
' low. I never heard any harm of Mifs Weftem in 
' my life.' ' Have not you?' faid the lieutenant,. 

* then you richly deferve to be hanged, as well for 

* making fuch jells, as.for ufing fuch a weapon. You' 

* are my prifoncr. Sir; nor Ihall you ftir from^hence^ 

* till a proper guard comes to fecure yoiu? 

Such an afcendant had our lieutenant overthls eni- 
fign, that all that fervency of courage which, had le*- 
veiled our poor hero with the floor, would fcarce 
have animated the faid enfign to have drawn hiS' 
Avord againft the lieutenant, had he then one dang- 
ling at his fide ; but all the fwords being hung up m 
the room,^ were,, at the very beginning of the fray, 

0^,4. fecured 
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icciircd by the French officer. So that Mr. Norther- 
ton was obliged to attend the final ifTue of this af- 
fair. 

The French gentleman and Mr. Adderly, at the 
ckCre of their commanding oflicer, had raifed up the 
body of Jones; but as they could perceive but little 
(if any) fign of life in him, they again let him fall, 
Adderiy damning him for having blooded his waiil- 
coat ; and the Frenchman declaring, * Begar me no 
' tuth de Rnglifeman, de mort me have heard de En- 
' liie lav, law, what you call, hang up de man dat 
• tuih him laft.' 

When the good lieutenant applied himfelf to the 
door, he applied himfelf likewife to the bell; and 
the drawer immediately attending, he difpatched him 
f©r a file of mufqueteers and a furgeon. Thefe com- 
mands, together with ,the drawer's report of what he 
had himfelf feen, notonly produced the foldiers, but 
prefently drew up the landlord of the houfe, his wife, 
and fervants, and indeed every one clfe, who hap- 
pened, at that time, to be in the inn. 

To defcribe every particular, and to relate the 
whole converfation of the enfuing fcene, is not within 
xny power, unlefs I had forty pens, and could, at 
once, write with them altogether, as the company 
j>ow fpoke. The reader muft, therefore^ content 
himfelf with the moft remarkable incidents, and per- 
haps he may very well excufe the reft. 

The firft thing done was fecuring the body of 
Northcrton, who being delivered into the cuftody of 
fix men with a corporal at their head, was by them 
conduced from a place which he was very willing to 
leave, but it was unluckily to a place whither he was 
v^ry unwilling to go. To fay the truth, fo whimfical 
are the defires of ambition, the very moment this 
youth had attained the above mentioned honour, he 
would have been well contented to have retired to 
fome corner ©f the world, where the fame of it Ihould 
never have reached his ears* 

It furprizes us, and fo, perhaps, it may the reader, 
that the lieutenant, a worthy and good man, ihould 
have applied his cVdeC c^ixtj i^xtvfts to fecure the of« 
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fender, than topreferve the life of the vtrimnded per- 
fon. We mention this obfervation, not with any view 
of pretending to account ifor fo odd a behaviour^ but 
left fome critic ihould hereafter plume himfelf on dif- 
covering it. We would have thefe gentlemen know we' 
can fee what is odd in charadiers as well a^ themfelves,- 
but it is our bufinefs to relate fa£ls as they are ; which 
when we have done,, it is the part pf the learned and 
fagacious reader toconfult that original book of nature, 
.whence . every paflage in our work is tranfcribe^ 
though we quote not always the particular page for 
its authority. 

The company which now. arrived were of a diife- 
rent difpofition. They fufpended tjpieir curiofity con- 
cerning the perfon of the eniign, till they fhould fee 
him hereafter in a more engaging attitude.- At prew 
fent, their whole concern and attention were em* 
ployed about the bloody obje£l on the floor ; which 
being placed upright in a- chair, foon began to dif- 
cover lome fymptoms of life and motion. Thefe were ' 
no fooner perceived by the company- (for Jones wa»,. 
at £rfl, generally concluded to be dead) than they aH 
fell at once to prefcribing for him : (for as none of 
the phyfical order was prefcnt, every one there tool: 
that office upon him.) ♦ 

Bleeding was the unanimous voice of the whole 
room ; but unluckily there was no operator at hand ^ 
every one then cry'd, * Call the barber ;' but none* 
ilirred a Hep. Several cordials were likewife prefcribed 
in the fame inefFe£live manner; till the landlord orw 
dered up a tankard of ftrong beer, with atoail, which 
he faid was the beO: cordial in England. 

The perfon principally afliflanton this occation, int. 
deed the only one who did any fervice, or feemed like:- 
ly to do any, was the landlady ;fhe cut off fome of - 
her hair, and applied it to the wound to* Hop the 
blood ; ihe fell to chafing the yoi^h's temples with 
her hand ; and having expr^ft great contempt for her 
huiband's prefcription of beer, fhe difpatched one of her 
maids to her own clofet for a bottle of brandy, of 
which, as foon as it was brought, fhe prevailed upon 
Jones, who was juft returned to his fenfes, to drink a. 
very large and plentiful draught. 

CLS So> 
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So€a Bftcrwatdt arrived the forgeon, wlio Jtaving 
vkwtd tlic «oiiad« lunrinff ftiaken Ids liead, and blamed 
crexy thiBff wkkk was &fte» ordered his patient in* 
lanuy to bed; in whick place we think proper to 
leave him fome time, to hu repofe, and i^All kere^ 
tkerefore> pnt an end to tkis chapter. 

CHAP. xni. 

Containing tht grtat addn/s tf the ktmlladf ; tAe gre^ 
learning of a furgeon^ and the feUd fiillin cafuifirj ef 
ibe *u)ortby lieutenant. 

WHEN the wounded man was carried to his bed, 
and the houfe began again to* clear up from 
tiie hurry which this accident had occafioned, the 
landlady thus addrefiied the commanding officer : < I am 

* afraid. Sir/ ^id flie, ' this young mas did not be« 
' have himfelf aswell as he iboold do to your honours ; 

* and if he had been killed, I fuppofe he had but his 

* deferts ; to be fure, when gentlemen admit inferior 

* parfons into their company, they oft to keep their 

* diftance ; but, as my firft hulband ufed to fay^ ityr 
-* of em know hoW to do it. For my own part, I am 

^ * fure, I fhould not have fuffered any fellows to incMe , 

* themfelves into gentlemen's company : but I thoft ! 

* he had been an officer himfelf, till the ferjeant told > 
*' me he was but a recruit.' i 

* Landlady/ anfwered the lieutenant, ' you mif- j 

* take the whole matter. The young man behaved J 

* himfelf extremely well, and is, I believe, a muck 
■* better gentleman than the enfign; who abufed him» 

* If the young fellow dies, the nwin who ftruck 
*■ him will have moil reafon to be forry for it : for 

* the regiment will get rid of a very troublefome fel- 
' low, who is a fcandal to the army ; and if he efca])^5 
' from the hands of juftice, blame me,. Madam, that's I 

* all/ 
jj^ Ay ! ay ^ good lack^-day */ iaid the landlady, 

* who could have ihoft it ? Ay, ay, ay, I am fatisficd 

* ]|rbnr honour will fee juftice done; and to be fure it 

* oft to be to cvKty one. Gentlemen oft not to kill poor 

. ^ fcUw 
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^ £oIks without anfwering for it. A poor man hath a 

* ibul to be faved as well as his betters,* 

' In4eed, Madam/ faid the lieutenant, * you do 
^ the volunteer wrong ; I dare fwear he is more of a. 

* g^entleman than the officer/ 

• Ay,* cries the IandladY> * why look you there- 

* now : well, my firft hufband was a wife man ; he? 
•- ufed to fay, you can't always know the infide by' 

* the outlide. Nay, that might have been well. 
*^ enough too : for X never y2?ayV him till he was all. 

* over blood. Who could haye thoft it ! mayhap, . 
*- fome young gentleman croffed in love. Good lack- 

* a-day !. if he fhould die, what a concern. it will be tO' 
*- his parents ! why fure the devil muft poiTefs the 

* wicked wretch to dafuch an a£t. To be fure he is 

* a fcandal to the army, as your honour, fays : for - 
*- moft of the gentlemen of the army that ever I faw,, 

*• are quite different fort of people, and look as if 
•' they would fcom to fpill any chriftian blood as 
*' much as any men, I mean, that is, in a civil way,. 

* as my firft hulband ufed to fay. To be fure, when- 
*- they come into the wars, there muft be blood-fhed ; 

* but that they are not to be blamed for. The more- 

* of our enemies they kill there,, the better ; and I 
•- wifli with all my heart, they could kill every mother's; 

* fon of ihem.' 

' O fie ! Madam,' faid- the lieutenant finiling, / Ax l . 

* is rather to bloody-minded a wilh.? 

' Not at all. Sir,' anfwered £he, * I am not at all. 

* bloody-minded, only to our enemies, and thei% is 

* no harm in that.. To be fure it is natural for us to- 

* wifh our enemies dead, that the wars may be at 

* an end, and our taxes to be lowered : for it is a. 
t^dreadful thing to pay as we do.. Why now there- 

* IS above forty fhillings for window lights, and yet' 
' we have flopt up all we could ; we have almofi 
*' blinded, the houfe I am fure : fays I to the excife« 
•* man, fays I, I think you oft to favour us, I am- 
' fure we are very good friends to the government ; . 

* and fo we are for far tain : for we pay a mint oft 

* money to *um. And yet I often think to myfelf, 
5^ the gOv-ernment doth not imagine itfelf more oblig^^ 

QJ^. * e? 
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* ed to as> than to thofe that don*t pay 'urn a farthing, 

* Ay, ay $ it is the way of the worid.' 
She was proceeding in this manner^ when the for- 

geon entered the room. The lieutenant immediately 
aiked how his patient did! fiuthe refblvedhin^only 
hy faying* ' better, I believe, than he would have 

* been by this time, if I had not been called ; and 
' even as it is, perhaps it would have been lucky if 
^ I could have been called fooner/ ' I hope. Sir,' 
Odd the lieutenant, ' the flcull is not fradlored.' 
^ Hum,' cries the furgeon, ' fradlures are not always-. 
^ the moft dangerous fymptoms. Contufions and 
^ lacerations arc often attended with worfe phseno- 
^ mena, and with more fatal confequences than frac>. 

* tures. People who know nothing of the matter 
^ conclude, if the fkuU is not fradured, all is well;. 
*■ whereas, I had rather fee a man's ikull broke all to, 
^ pieces, than fbme contufions I have met with.' ' I 
'- hope,' fays the lieutenant, ' there are no fuch fymp-. 

* toms here.' ' Symptoms,' anfwered the furgeon,. 
' are not always regular nor conflant. I have known 

* very unfavourable fymptoms in the morning change 

* to favourable ones at noon, and return to unfa-. 
*• vourable ones again at night. Of wounds, in- 
' deed,, it is rightly and truly faid, Nrmo repute fuit. 
*- turpijptnus. I was once, I remember, called to a pa-, 
' tient, who had received a violent contufion in his 

* tibia, by which the exterior cutis was lacerated, fo^ 
' that, there was a profuie fanguinary difcharge ; and 
' th^ interior membranes were fo divellicated, that. 
*■ the OS or bone very plainly appeared through the 
' aperture of the vulnus or wound .^ Some febrile 

* fymptoms intervening at the fame time, (for the 
^ pulfc was evuberant and indicated much phleboto- 
'• my) I apprehended an immediate mortification. 

* To prevent which I prefently made a large orifice 

* in the vein, of tJie left arm, whence I drew twenty 

* ounces of blood ;, which I expefted to have found. 

* extremely fizy and gluxinous, or indeed coagulated, 
'* as it is in pleuretic complaints ; but, to my fur* 
*• prize, it appeared rofy and florid, and its confift- 

* «ucy diiTejed little from the blood.of thofe in.perf^a 

' health* 
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* health. I then applied a fomentation to the part, ' 

* which highly anfweredthe intention, and after three 
' or four times dref&ng, the wound began to difcharge- 
*• a thick pus or matter, by which means the cohefion^. 
« .1 but perhaps I do noc make my felf per fiddly 

* well underllood.' * No, really,' anfwered the lieute— . 
nant, ' I cannot fay I underftand a fyllable..' ' Well, 
' Sir,* faid the furgeon, * then I Ihall net tire youp 
' patience ; in fhort, within fix weeks,, my patipnt 

* was able to walk upon his legs, as perfeAly as he- 

* could have done before he received the contufion.' 

* I wi(h, Sir^f faid the lieutenant, ' you would be' 
' fo kind only to inform me, whether the wound this. 
*• young gentleman hath had the misfortune to receive- 

* is likely to prove mortal ?' * Sir,' anfwered the» 
furgeon,' * to fay whether a wound will prove mortal 

* or not at firll dreffing, would be very weak and. 

* foolifh prefumption : we are all mortal, and fymp- 

* toms often accur in a cure which the greateft of our 

* profeflion could never forefee.'— * But do you think 

* him in danger?' fays the other. * In< d anger 1 ay, 

* furely,' cries the dodor, ' who Is there among us, 
' who.in.the moll perfedl health can be faid not to be- 

* in danger.?. Can a man, therefore,, with fo bad a 
' wound as this be faid to. be out of danger ? All I 
' can fay at prefent is, that it is well I was called as. 

* I was, and perhaps it would have been better if I 
♦' had been called fooner. I will fee him again early 
' in the morning, and in the mean time let him be' 

* kept extremely quiet, and drink liberally of water- 
*• gruel.' * Won't you allow him fack-whey.' faid the' 
landlady ? ' Ay, ay, fack-whey,' cries the doftor, 

* if yous will, provided it be very fmall.' ' And a 

* little chicken-broth too,' added llie ? — 'Yes, yes,- 
' chicken-broth,' faid the doftor, 'is ytx}j good.* 

' Mayn't I make him fome jellies too,' faid the land- 
lady ? ' Ay, ay,' anfwered the dodor, ' jellies kre 

* very good for wounds, for they, promote cohefion.* 
And, indeed, it was lucky fhe had not named foup or 
high fauces, for the dodlor would have complied, ra- 
ther than have loft the cuftom of the houfe. 

The doAor was no fooner gone, than the landlady 
began. 10 trumpet forth his mme to the lieutenant, 

w} 
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who had not, from their ihort acquaintance, concexired 
quite fo favourable an opinion of his phyiical abili- 
ties as the good woman, and all the neighbourhood, 
entertained ; (and perhaps yerj rightly) for though I 
am afraid the do^or was a little of a coxcomb, he. 
might be nevenhelef» very much of a fargeon. 

The lientenant having colleded from the learned 
difcourfe of the fnrgeon^ that Mr. Jones was in great 
danger, gave orders for keeping Mr. Northcrton un- 
der a very ftrid guard, defigning in the morning to 
attend him to ajuftice of peace, and to commit the 
condttding the troops to Gloucefter to the French 
lieutenant, who, though he could neither read,, write,, 
nor fpeak igfiy language, was, however,: a good 
officer. 

In the evening onr commander fent a mefTage to 
Mr. Jones, that if a vi^t would not be troublefome 
he would wait on him. This civility was very kindly 
and thankfully received by Jones, and the lieutenant 
accordingly went up to his room, where he found the 
wounded man much better, than he expedled ; nay, 
Tones aflured his friend, that if he had not received 
exprefs orders to the contrary from the furgeon, he 
fhould have got up long ago ; for he appeared to him- 
felf to be as well as ever, and felt no other inconveni- 
ence from his wound but an extreme fbrenefs on that 
iideof his head. 

* I fhould be very glad,* quoth the lientenant, ' if 
•• you was as well as you fancy yourfelf ; for then you 

* could be able to do yourfelf juiHce immediately; 

* for when a matter can't be made up, as in a cafe of 
*■ a blow, -the fooner you take him out the better ; 
•^ but I am afraid you think yourfelf better than you. 
'■ are, and he would have too much advantaj^e over you.' 

* ril try,, however,' anfwcred Jones, * if you pleafc, 
' and will be fo kind to le,nd me a fword ; for I have 

* none here of my own.* 

* My fword is heartily at your fervice, my dear 

* boy,' cries the lieutenant, kiiEng him, * you are 

* ajbrave lad, and I love your fpirit ; but I fear your 

* ftrength : for fuch a blow, and fo much lofs of 

* blood, muH have very much weakened you ; and 

< tbottgh. 
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* though yoQ feet na want of ftrength in your bed, 
^ yet you moft probably would after a thrud or two. 
' I can't confent to your taking him out to-night ; 

* but I hope you will be able to come up with us be- 

* fore we get many days march advance ; and I give 

* you my honour you (hall have fatisfadtion, or the 
' in£Mi who hath injured yon ihan't flay in our regi- 
« xnent.' 

« I wiih,' £aid Jones, ' it was poflible to decide 
^ this matter to night : now you have mentioned it to< 
< me, I (hall not be able to reft/ 

• O never think of it/ returned the other,. ' a few 

* days will make no difference. The wounds of ho- 

* nour are not like thofe in your body. They fuffer 
« nothing by the delay of cure. It will be altogethec* 

* as well for yoa, to receive fatklaftion a week hence- 

* as now.* 

'But fuppofc,* faid Jones, 'I fllonld grow worfc,, 

* and die of the confequences of my prefent wound/ 

* Then your honour,' anfwered the lieutenant,. 
« will require no reparation at all. I myfelf will do* 

* jiiftice to- your character, and teftify to the world 
' your intention to have aded properly if you had re- 

* covered/ 

• Still/ replied Jones, * I am concerned at the 

* delay. I am almoft afraid to mention it. to yon who^ 

* are a foldier j but though I have been a very wild 
*- young fellow^ ftill in my moft ferious moments, and. 

* at the bottom, I am really a chriftian.' 

' So am I too, I affure, you' faid the officer; * and 
*- fo zealous a one, that I was pleafed with you at din— 
^ ner.for taking up the^uie of your religion ; and L 

* am a little offended with you now,^young gentleman,. 
*■ that you (hould exprefs afear of declaring your faiths 

* before any one.* 

* But how terrible muft it be,' cries Jones, ' to 
' any one who is really a chriftian, to cheri/h malice - 
*^ in his breaft, in oppofition to the command of him. 
*■ who hath exprefsly forbid it i How can I bear to do 
^ this on a fick-bed f Or how fhall I make up my ac- 

* ccunt, with fuch an article aa this in my bofom 

* at ainft me I! 

Whj. 
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* Why I believe there is fach a command/ cries 
the lieutenant ; * but a man of honour can't keep ir^ 
And you mull be a man of honour, if you will be 
in the army. I remember I once put the cafe to 
our chaplain over a bowl of punch, and he confelTed 
^ there was much di'fiiculty in« it ; but he faid, he 
hoped there might be a latitude granted to foldien 
in this one inllance ; and to be fure it is our duty to 
hope fb : for who would bear to live without his ho- 
nour ? No,- no,, my dear boy, be a good chriHian 
as long as you live ;. but be a man of honour too^ 
and never put up an afiront ; not all the books, nor 
all the parlbns in the world, (hall ever perfuade me 
to that. . I love my religion very well, but I love 
my honour more. There muft be fome miftake in 
the wording the text, or in the trandation, or in the 
underflandmg it, or fomewhere or other. But 
however that be, a man:mufl run the rifque ; for he 
^^lu ft prefer ve his honour. So compofe yourfelfto* 
nighty and I promife you, you ihallhave an oppor. 
^ tunity of doing youfelf julHce.* Here he gave 
Jones a hearty bufs, ihook him by the hand, and took 
his leave. 

But though the lieutenant^s reafoning was very fa^ 
tjsfadtory to himfelf, it was not entirely fo to his 
friend. Jpnes. therefore having revolved this matter 
much in his thoughts, at lail come to a refolutioni 
which the reader will find in ihe next chapter. 

ft 

CHAP. XIV. 

jf moft dreadful chapten indeed y and ixjhich fenv readers 
ought to 'venture uf§u in an e^vexing^ efpeciallj <wheft 
alone* 

JONES fwallowed a largemefs of chicken, or rather 
cock broth> with a very good appetite, as indeed 
he would have done the cock it was made of, with a 
pound of bacon into the bargain ; and now, finding 
in himfelf no deficiency of either health or ^irit, he 
wfolved.to get up and feck his enemy. 
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Bat iirfl he fent for the ferjeant, who was his firft 
acquaintance among thefe military gentlemen. Un- 
luckily, that worthy officer having, in a literal fenfcy 
taken his fill of liquor, had been fome time retired to 
his bolfter, where he was fnoring fo loud, that it was 
npt eafy to convey a noife in at his ears capable of 
drowning that which iffued from his noflrils. 

However, as Jones perfifted in his deiirc of feeing 
him, a vociferous drawer at length found means to 
diflurb his flumbers, and to acquaint him with the', 
mefiage. Of \yhich the ferjeant was no fooner made 
feniible, than he arofe from his bed, and having his 
clothes already on, immediately attended. Jones did 
not think fit to acquaint the ferjeant with his defign, 
though he might have done it with great fafety ; for 
the halbadier was himfelf a man of honour, and had 
killed his man. He would therefore have faithfully 
kept this fecret, or indeed any other' which no reward- 
was publifhed for difcdvering. But as Jones knew 
not thofe virtues in fo fhort an acquaintance, his 
caution was perhaps prudent atid commendable enough. 

He began therefore by acquainting the ferjeant, 
that as he was now entered into the army, he was 
afhamed of being without what was perhaps th^ moil 
neceflary implement of a foldier ; namely, a fword ; 
adding, that he fhould be infinitely obliged to him, 
i-f he could procure one. * For which,* fays he, * I 

* will give you any reafonable price ; nor do I infift 

* upon its being filver hiked, only a good blade^ 

* and fach as may become a foldier's thigh.' 

The ferjeant, who well knew what had happened^ 
and had heard that Jones was in a very dangerous 
condition, immediately concluded, from fuch a mt{^ 
fage, at fuch. a time of night, and from a man in fuch 
a iituation, that he was light-headed. Now as' he had 
his wit (to ufe that word in its common iignification)* 
always ready, he bethought himfelf of making hi3 
advantage of this humour in the fick man. ' Sir,*, 
fays he, ' I believe I can fit you. I have a moll ex- 

* cellent piece of fluff by me. It is pot indeed filver- 

* hiked, which, as you fay, doth not become a fol- 

* dier j but the handle is decent enough, and th^ 

* bUde 
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' blade one of the bed in finropc— It 15 a blade tbat. 

* —-a blade that«-*In fhort» I will fetch it yea this in- 

* ftantf and yon ihall fee it and handle i t * ! am 
' glad to fee your honoar fo well with all my heart*-* 

Being inllantly returned with the fword, he deliver- 
ed it to Jones, who took Ht and drew it ; and then 
told the ferjeant it would do very wellj and bid him 
name his price. 

The ferjeant now began to harangne in praife of 
his goods. He faid, (nay he fwore very neartily) 

* that the blade was taken from a French officer of 
' very high rank, at the battle of Dettingen. I took 
*- it mvfelf/ fays he, ' from his fide> after I had 
' knocked him o* the head. The hilt was a golden. 
' one. That I fold to one of our fine eentlemen ; 
' for there are ibme of them, an't pleaie your ho- 

* nonr, who value the hilt of a fwora more than the 
« blade.' 

Here the other (topped him, and begged Jiim to 
name a price. The ferjeant, who thought Jones ab- 
folutely out of his fen fes, and very near his end, was 
afraid, left he fhould injure his family by afking too 
little.— However, after a moment's heiitation, he 
contented himfelf with naming twenty guineas^ and 
fwore he would not fell it for lefs to his own brother^ 

' Twenty gumeas,* (ays Jones, in the«tmoft fur^ 
prize, * fure you think I am mad, or that I nevec 
' faw a fword in my Kfe. Twenty guineas, indeed ! 
^ I did not imaeinc you would endeavour to impofe 

* upon me.— rSre, take the fword — No, now 1 think 

* on't, I will keep it myfelf, and (hew it your officer 
^ in the morning, acquainting him, at the fame time, 

* what a price you afked me for it.' 

^ The ferjeant, as we have faid, had always hh wit 
Cifi fenfu pr4tdi£lo) about him, arid now plainly faw 
ihat Jones was not in the condition he had appre* 
hended him to be ; he now, therefore, counterfeited 
jis great furprize as the other had (hewn, and faid,. 
' I am certain. Sir, I have not aiked you fo much out 

* of the way. Befides, you are to coniider, it is the 

* only fword I have, and I muft run the rifque of jny 

* officer's difpleafure,. by going without one myfcl£, 

• And 
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•" ^nd truljr, putting all this together, I don't think 
* twenty fhillings fb mnch out or the way.* 

* Twenty Ihillings !* cries Jones, * why yon juft 
** now aflced me twenty guineas.* ' How I* cries the fer- 
j eant— * Sure your honour muft have miftaken me ; or 

* elfe I miflook myfelf — and indeed I am but half 

* awake— Twenty guineas, indeed ! no wonder 
^ your honour flew into fuch a paffion. I fay twenty 
^ guineas too— No, no, I meant twenty fhillings, I 

* afTure you. And when your honour comes to conii- 
-* der every thing, I hope you will not think that fo 

* extravagant a price. It is indeed true, you may 
' buy a weapon which looks as well for lefs money« 

* But— 

Here Jones interrupted him, faying, ' I will be fo 

* far from making any words with you, that I will 

* give you a fhilling more than your demand.* He 
then gave him a guinea, bid him return to his bed, and 
tviihed him a good march ; adding, he hoped to over- 
take them before the divifion reached Worcefter. 

The fcrjeant very civilly took his leave, fully fatif- 
£ed with his merchandize, and not a little pleafed with 
his dexterous recovery from that falfe ftep into which 
Kis opinion of the ficK man's Ught-headeanefs had be- 
trayed him. 

As foon as the feijeant wa« departed, Jones rofe from^ 
his bed, and- cirelied himfelf entirely, putttiig on even 
his coat, which, as its colour was white, fhewed very 
vifibly the ftreams of blood which had flowed down 
it ; and now, having grafped his new-purchafed fword 
in his hand, he was going to iflue forth, when the 
thought of what he was about to undertake laid fud- 
denly hold of him, and he began to refled that in a 
few minutes he might poflibly deprive a human being 
of life, or might lofe his own. * Very well, faid he,, 
' and in what caufe do I venture my life ? Why, in 

• that of my honour. And who is this human being > 

* A rafcal who hath injured and infulted me without 

• provocation. But is not revenge forbidden byhea- 
^ vcn ?— Yes, but is it enjoined by the world. WeH, 

* but fliall I obey the world in opposition to the ex- 
' prefs commands of heaven ? Shall I incur the divine 

* dif- 
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* difplcftfurc rather than be called— ha*-<o ward-— 
' fcoundVel ? — I'll think uo more; I am refolved, and 
'mull fight him.* 

The clock had now (I ruck twelve, and every one ia 
the houfc were in their beds,, except the centinel who 
flood to guard Norther ton, when Jone» foftly opening 
his uoor, iiTued forth in purfuLt of his enemy, of whofe 
place of confinement he £ad received a perfeft defcrip- 
tion from the drawer. It is not eafy to conceive a 
much more tremendous figure than he now exhibitej. 
He had on, as we have faid, a light-coloured coat, 
covered with flreams of blood. His face, which mif- 
fed that very blood, as well as twenty ounces more 
drawn from him by the furgeon, was pallid. Round ' 
his head was a quantity of bandage, not unlike a tur- 
ban. In the right hand he carried a fword, and i!> 
the left a candle. So that the bloody Banquowasnot 
worthy to be compared to him. In fa£l, I believe a 
more dieadful apparition was never raifed in a church- 
yard, nor in the imagination of any good people met 
in a winter evening over a Chriilmas £re in Somerfet- 
ihire. 

When the centinel firfl faw oar hero approach, his 
hair began gently to lift up his grenadier cap ; and ia 
the fame inflant his knees fell to blows with each other. 
Prefently his whole body was feized with worfe than 
an ague fit. He then fired his piece, and fell flat oa 
his face. 

Whether fear or courage was the occaiion of his fir- 
ing, or whether he took aim at the objeft of his terror, 
I cannot fay. If he did, however, he had the good 
fortune to mifs his man. 

Jones feeing the fellow fall, gueffed the cau£e of his 
fright, at which he could not forbear fmiling, not in 
the leaft reflefting on the danger from which he had 
juft efcaped. He then pafled by the fellow, who ftill 
continued in the poflure in which he fell, and entered 
the room where Northerton, as he had heard,, was con- 
fined. Here, in a folitary iituation, he found— an 
empty qnart-pot flanding on the table> on which 
fome beer hemg fpilt,. it looked as if the room had 

lately 
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lately been inhabited; bat at prefent it was entirely 
vacant. 

Jones then apprehended it might lead to fome other 
aparttnent; but, upon fearching all round it, hecouI4 
perceive no other door than that at which he entered, 
"and where the centinel had been polled. He then pro- 
ceeded to call Northerton feVeral times by his name ; 
but no one anfwered ; nor did this ferve to any other 
purpofe than to confirm the centinel in his terrors, 
who was now convinced that the volunteer was dead of 
his wounds, and that his ghoft was come in fearch of 
the murtherer : he now lay in all the agonies of hor- 
ror ; and I wifh, with all my heart, fome of thofe ac- 
tors, who are hereafter to reprefent a man frighted out 
of his wits, had feen him, that they might be taught 
to copy nature, inftead of performing feveral antic 
tricks and geftures, for the entertainment and applaufe 
of the galleries. 

P^ceiving the bird was flown,, at leaft despairing 

to find him, and rightly apprehending that the report 

of the firelock would alarm the whole houfe, our hero 

iiow blew out his candle,* and gently Hole back again 

to his chamber, and to his bed : whither he would not 

have been able to have gotten nndifcovered, had any 

other perfon been on the fame ftair-cafe, fave only one 

gentleman who wasconfined to his btd by the gout j 

for before he could reach the door to his chamber, the 

hall where the centinel had been pofted was half full 

of people, fome in their fhirts, and others not half 

drelt, all very earnellly enquiring of each other, what 

Was the matter ? 

The foldier was now found lying in the fame place 
and pofture in which we jull now left him. Several 
immediately applied tfiemfelves to raife him, and fome 
concluded him dead : but they prefently faw their mif- 
take ; for he not only ftruggled with thofe who laid 
their hands on him, but fell a roaring like a bull. In 
reality, he imagined fo many fpirits or devils were 
handling him; for his imagination being pofiTefled 
with the horror of an apparition, converted every 
objeft he faw or felt, into nothing but ghoHs and 
fpcftres. 

At 
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At leogth lie was overpowered by numbers^ and |;ot 
upon his legs ; when candles being brought, and fee- 
ing two or three of his comrades prefent, he came a 
Httle to himfelf ; but when .they aflced him what was 
the matter ? he anfwered > ' I am a dead man, that's ' 

* all, I am a dead man, I can't recover it, I have feen 

' him** * What hail thou feen. Jack ?' fays one of . 
the foldiers, ' Why I have feen the young volunteer . 

* that was killed yeilerday-' He then imprecated the i 
moft heavy curfes on himfelf, if he had not feen the 
volunteer, all over blood, vomiting fire oat of his 
moutb and noftrils, pais by him into the chamber 
where enfign Northerton was, and then feizing the 
cnfign by the throaty £y away with him in a. clap of , 
thunder. 

This relation met with a gracious reception from the 
audience. All the women prefent believed it firmly, 
and prayed heaven to defend them from murther, 
Amon&^ft the men too, msny had faith in the fkory ; 
but others turned it into derifion and ridicule ; and a 
ferjeant who was prefent, anfwered^ very cooly ; 
' Young man, you will hear more of this for going to 

* fleep, and dxeaminff on your poft.^ 
The foldier replied, ' you may punlfh me if you 

* pleafe ; but I was as broad awake as I am now ; and 
' the devil carry me away, as he hath the enfign, if I 

* did not fee the dead man, as I tell you, with tycs as 

* bie and as ^^rv as two krge flambeaux.' 
The commandei^ of the forces, and the commander 

of the houfe, were now both arrived ; for the former 
being awake at the time, and hearin|^ the centinel fire 
his piece, thought it his duty to nfe immediately, 
though he had no great apprehenfions of any mifchief ; 
whereas the apprehenfions of the latter were much 
greater, left her fpoons and tankards ihould be upon 
the march, without having received any fuch orders 
from her. 

Our poor centinel, to wliom theilght of this officer 
'was not much more welcome than the apparition, as 
Jie thought it, .whicli he had feen before^ ag^n re- 
lated the dreadful flory, and with many additions of 
blood and fixe : but he had the misfortune to gain no 

credit 
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credit with either of the lalt*mentioned perfons ; for 
the officer, though a very religious man, was free 
from all terrors of this kind ; befides, having fo lately 
left Jones in the condition we have feen, he had no 
fufpicion of his being dead. As for the landlady, 
"though not over religious, fhe had no kind of averiioa 
to the do£lrine of fpirits ; but there was a circumftance 
in the tale which ihe well kne>y to be falfe, as we 
ihall inform the reader prefently. 

But whether Northerton was carried away in thun* 
der or fire, or in whatever other manner he was gone ; 
it was now certain, that his body was no longer in 
cuftody. Upon this occafion, the lieutenant formed 
a conclufion not very different from what the ferjeant 
is juft mentioned to have made before, and immedi* 
ately ordered the centinel to be taken prifoner. So 
that, by a ftrange reverfe of fortune, (though not very 
uncommon in a military life) the guard became <€li9 
guarded. 

" CHAP. XV. 

The conclufion of the foregoing ad<venture* 

BESIDES the fufpicion of fleep, the lieutenant 
harboured another, and worfe doubt againft the 
poor centinel, and this was that of treachery : for as 
he believed not one fyllable of the apparition, fo he 
imagined the whole to be an invention, formed only 
to impofe upon him, and that the fellow had, in 
reality, been bribed by Northerton to let him efcape. 
And this he imagined the rather, as the fright appeared 
to him the more unnatural in one who had the charaCn 
ter of as brave and bold a man as any in the regiment, 
having been in fcveral aftions,^ having received feveral 
wounds, and, in a word, having behaved himfelf al- 
ways like a good and valiant foldier. 

That the reader, therefore, may not conceive the 

. leaft ill opinion of fuch a perfon, we (hall not delay a 

jnomentin jefcuing his dbarafler from the imputation 

ef this guih. 

^ Mr. 
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n orvtp^ .pc have before, obrsrvd, 

I"! "* " vA'fary which he liad obtained 

J? ' ..uif, perhaps, fecn, or heard, 

'>' ^.^, M apt to attend fame. Not tliai 

"i ^are, that he ' was hcitheniillj- in- 

* to worflilp the goddefs Neic- 

snviaced he never heard of her 

' , of an aflive difpofition, and 

I thofc clofe winter quarteit in 

1 , for which a juIUcc of peace 

^ L a billec, Nof was he more- 

' neafy meditations on a certiin 

' [ forbear to name, in confor- 

nankind, who, I think, rallier 

I be alhamed of this building, 

t be made, of more benefit to 

other public ereAion. In a 

^rd, to hint at no morereafons for his condnfl, Mr. 

^ortJiertoD was defirous of dep.irting that evening, 

and nothing remamed for htm but to contrive cEe 

Quomodo, which appeared to be a matter of fome dif- 

Jiculty. 

Now this young gentleman, though fomewhat 
croaked in his morals, was perfeAIy ftrait in his per- 
fon, which wasextrcmelv ftrong and well made. His 
f;icc too was accounted nandfome by die generalityof 
wom>.-:i, fur it was broad and ruddy, wath tolerably 
food tsith. Such charms did not fail making an im- 
pTciiion on my Iandli:dy, who had noilittle j^lifli for 
this kind of beauty. She had, indeed, a real compaf- 
ficn for the young man ; and hearing from the furgeon 
(hat affairs were like to goill with the volunteer, fhe 
fufpcilcd ihuy might hereafter wear no benign aipeft 
witli :!iu enfign. Having obtained, therefore, kvive 
to m.-ikc him a vifit, and finding him in a. very me- 
lanc'iolv mood, which flie confiderabLy heightened, 
by tvlling iiim there were fcarcc any hopes of the vo- 
liiniLcr's life, flie proceeded to thtow forth fome hints, 
which the other readily and eagerly taking up, they 
i<jon came to a right underllanding ; and it was at 
I.:ngth rigrt-ed, (hut the cniign fliould, ata cerlainfig- 
t"Jf afccud the clutw.i;v, \<h\tV\ cc^ianxuiucaling ver/ 
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with that of die kifdtfn, he miriit there again kt 
down ; for which ihe woald give him an op* 
portaaity, by keeping the coaft dear. 

Bvt left oar readers, of a different conplexiony 
ihonld take Hm occaiion of too haftily condemning 
all compai^cnl as a folly, and pernicious to fodety, we 
think preh&. ;|p i mention another partLcalar, which 
might poffi&if'kaftt fome little ihare in this adk>n» 
The en£gn happened to be at this time poffeiTed of 
the fnm of fifty ponnds, which did indeed belong to 
the whole company : for the captain having qaar- 
relied with his lieutenant, had entrufted the payment 
of his company to the eniign. This money, how- 
ever, he thought proper to depofit in my landlady's 
hand, pofltbly by way of bail or fecnrity that he 
would hereafter appearand anfwer to the charge againft 
him ; but whatever were the conditions, certain it is, 
that ihe had the money, and the enfign his liberty. 

The reader, may, perhaps, expe6l, from the com* 
paffionate temper of this good woman, that when ihe 
law the poor centinel taken prifbner for a £z€t of 
which ihe knew him innocent, ihe ihonld immediately 
have interpofed in his behalf; but whether it was 
that ihe had alreadv exhaufted alLher compaflion in. 
the above-mentionea inflance, or that the features of 
this fellow, though not very different from thofe of 
the enfign, could not raife it, I will not determine $ 
but far from being an advocate for the prefent pri« 
foner, ihe urged his guilt to the officer, dedaring with 
uplifted eyes and hands, that ihe would not have had 
any concern in the eicape of a murderer for- all the 
world. 

Every thing was now once more quiet ; and moil 
of the company returned again to their beds ; but the 
landlady, either from the natural a£tivity of her dif- 
poiition, or from her fear for her plate, having nopro*- 
penfity to ileep, prevailed with the officers, as they 
were to march within little more than an hour, to 
fpend that time with her over a bowl of punch. 

Jones had lain awake all this while, and had heard 
great ^t of the hurry and buille that had paffed» 
of which he had now ftme curiofity to know the 
. Vol. VII. R parti* 



1 

^6z The HISTORY q? BoofeVIf. : 



particulars. He therefore applied to his bell, whidi 
li? run^ at ieail twenty times wit heat any tffcSt,; for 
iny landlady was in fuch hi^h mirth with herconv- 
pany, that no clapper could be he^rJ there but her 
own, and the drawer and chambermaid, who were 
iitting togtthcr in the kitchen (for neither duril he 
fit up, nor ike lie in bed alone) the more they heard 
the hell ring, the more they were frightened, and is 
it were, nailed down in their places. 

At laft, at "a lacky interval of chat, the found 
reached the ears of our gocd landladjr, who prefentljr 
ient forth her fummons, which both her fervants in- 
ilantly obeyed. • Joe,' fays the mit):refs, * don't yoa 
' hear the gentleman's bell ring? Wliy don't you go 

* up?' ' It is not my bufmefs* anfwered the drawer, 
' to wait upon the chambers. It is Betty chamber- 

* maid's!' * If you come to that,* anfwered the- 
maid, ' it is not my bufmefs to wait upon gentlemen. 

* I have done it, indeed, fometimes ; but the devil 
' fetch me if I ever do it again, fince you make yonr 

* preambles about it.* Tne bell ftill ringing vio- 
lently, their miftrefs fell into a paflion, and fwore, 
if the drawer did not go up immediately, ihe would 
turn him away that very moraing. * If .you do, Ma- 

* dam,* fays he, * I can't help it. I won't do ano- 

* ther fcrvant's buiinefs.' She then applied herfdf to 
the maid, and endeavoured to prevail by gentle 
means : bnt all in vain, Betty was as inflexible as Joe. 
Both infifted it was not their buiinefs, and they would 
not do it. 

The lieutenant then fell a laughing, and faid, 

* Come, I will put an end to this contention ;* and 
then turning to the fervants, commended theifl for 
their refolution in not giving up the poi:it ; but added, 
he was fure, if one would confcnt to go, the other 
would. To which propofal they both a^^recd in an 
inftant, and accordingly went up very lo\ingly and 
clofe together. When they were gone, the lieutenant 
appeafcd the wrath of the landlady, by faiisfying her 
why ihcy were both ^ unwilling to go alone. 

They returned foon after, and acquainted th.Tir mif- 
trch, that the &ck gcuxieiasvxw nj^^ fe t« ^\Qm b<. ing 
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dead> that he fpoke as heai*i!y jas if hie was well ; and - 
tbat he gave his fsrvice to the captain, and fliauld h^ 
■very glad of the favoor of feeiag him before h* 
inarched. 

The good Ifeutehant immediately complied with 
hk dcfires, and fitting down by his bed-fide, ac- 
quainted him with the fcene which had happened be- 
low, concluding with Im intentioas to make an ex- 
ample of the centineL- 

Upon this, Jones related to him the whole truth, . 
and earneftly begged him not to punifh the poor fol- 
dier, • who, I am confident,' fays he, * is as inno- 
*• cent of the enlign'-s efcape, as he is of forging any 

* lie, or of endeavouring to impofe on you. - 

The lieutenant hefitated a few moments, and then • 
anfwered : * Why, as you have cleared the fellow of . 
' one part of the charge, fo it will h& impolTible to 
* ' prove the other ; . becaufe he was not the only ccn- 

* finel. But I have a good mind to punifh the rafcal .< 
*^for being a coward.. Yet who knows what eiFe^b 

* the terror of fuch an appfeheniion may have ? and 

* to fay the truth, he hath always behaved well againft i 
•''an enemy. Come, it is a good thing to fee any iig^ 
*• of religion in thefe fellows; fo I J>romifft you he- 
•fhall be fet at liberty when we march.. But. hark, .. 

* the general beats; My dear^^boyi give me another 

« bufa-^ Don't difcompofe or hurry yourfelf^ but. 
'"^remember the chriflian doctrine of patience, and I. 

* -warrant you will foon be able to da yborjfelf juftice, . 
^ and to take an honourable revenge oa the. fellow 

* who hath injured you.' The lieutenant then de-- 
parted, and Jones endeavoured to compofe himfelf to - 
rell. . 
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